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TO 

FIELD MARSHAL 
HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 

THE DUKE OF YORK, 

COMMANDER IN CHIEF, 

Wc. Wc. fefc. 



SIR, 

Placed m the army, and honoijored bj 
your protection, I haVe ever considered that the utmost ener- 
gies I, was capable of exerting should be directed to obtain 
your approbation. Private feelings would therefore have in- 
-duced me to dedicate my work to your Royal Highness, had 
you not. Sir, a claim on every military production. ,A claim 
not arising only from your high situation, but founded on the 
universally acknowledged fact, that, under your auspices, the 
British army has attained a character-, which was never out- 
rivalled in the most brilliant «ra of the English History. 

When your Royal Highness assumed the command, abuses 
Jiad disordered the service. Your judicious regulations, im- 
partially executed, instantly checked their pernicious influ- 
ence. 
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ence, and soon recovered to the profession that respect which 
for a time had been denied, finally establishing it on the basis 
of honour, emulation, and merit. 

This language. Sir, strictly represents the general sentiment 
of your country, whose honest eulogies must be much more 
gratifying than all the panegyrics which adulation could indite. 

To you. Sir, must also be attributed those arrangements and 
that impulse of zeal, which, notwithstanding the severe losses 
in the war, placed at the disposal of government, to carry on 
a ninth campaign, the force which composed the Egyptian 
army; an army which, whilst manifesting so conspicuously 
that national valour, which your Koyal Highness has so often 
witnessed, and animated by your presence, appropriates to 
itself a celebrity for unrivalled discipline. 

I am aware. Sir, that I have undertaken a very difficult task, 
and with anxiety await the result; yet I trust, that if in the 
enquiry I have pursued, some opinions may appear indiscreet, 
your Royal Highnesses candour will prefer a work on such a 
subject, when written with freedom, rather than one circum- 
scribed by restraint. 

My object has been to write truths, to avoid flattery or ca- 
lumny ; nor should a statement of some facts introduced into 

this History be imputed to the latter motive. 

If 
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If the narrative be approved, I shall indeed feel pride in 
having faithfully recorded the events of this illustrious cam- 
paign ; and at all events I shall hope, that zeal will excuse, in 
some favourable degree, any want of ability. 

With every sentiment of gratitude, and with the ardent hope 
that your Royal Highness may long live to command the Bri- 
tish army, and see its glories extended, I remain 

Your Royal Highnesses 

Most devoted Servant, 



ROBERT WILSON, 

Lt. Col. Hompesch's Huss. 
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PREFACE. 



WHEN a military man hazards a publication, he should, 
if possible, avert the severity of criticism from his work ; 
and the author hopes, that an appeal to the consideration and 
good nature of the learned will in this instance procure him 
their indulgence, since he does not presume to rank himself 
in their number, nor can the writings of a soldier affect the 
credit of literature. 

As none of the Universities provide an official historiogra- 
pher, which is much to be lamented, the details of a campaign 
can only be communicated to the public by persons attached 
to an army. 

Certainly the charge of vanity may be preferred against me, 
for appointing myself to a post of so much difficulty and dan- 
ger ; but my excuse rests on the apathy shewn by others, whose 
talents capacitated them more fully for the duty. Perhaps I 
may also be accused of having exceeded the limits of a mili- 
tary treatise, by entering into descriptions of places and similar 
digressions : yet I submit to the tandour of every man, whether 
the omission would not have excited greater displeasure. Such 
a country as Egypt is too interesting to be passed over without 
observation, and the accounts hitherto published have not satiat- 
ed curiosity. My plea then is a wish to afford as much amuse- 
ment as possible, where it Vras necessary some notice should be 
taken ; and I adopted the style of history, imagining that a 

b narrative 
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narrative would be more entertaiaiog than a journal, since the 
eveats <)f each day dixnot. excite. wi e^m\ interest 

With respect to nxK^-fCtq^^ory 4^)ii%qi|^ation into the diseases 
which afflicted the #yfBy».l$fee.ipc4^9i^ fiepartip^eat will, I feel 
Qon&tlQnf>^ei(Guse!$tt€^49 iQ,ler%§Bce» when the laotive is con« 
sidered, which induced me to give an outline of mala4.i^ dis- 
1ingui8J^iigrJ5gyp*rto?^feQi3Yp^ as an {Jmpst uninhabitable 
coUntr^to^fThe){>t^ top liberal to feel 

irrifei^i ,^hpre^tt»^<)il>j^^^ ^rvicei.and they.wiH fa*- 

th«f >^W0JEr4ge-A^y afil^wptrcij^W^ maji fceQ4. to, jpfqevo^ the 

4<s *W apoi^ngy M-^tt io^cqux-acies o^jfio«6p«Htipjbt it ,jpwst be 
menitk>ive4^* tliffit I 4i4^Mt ^submit jsiy. wqr]^ tp^ ^ oorrcction of 
profee^eil iwjjjojbf^i having, heard f^merly that J>>r4 Ity tteltpi^ 
haii ^ixty -pages of erratai returned to him, and therefore being. 
afipajil.1|i^,my whole writpfigs would be blotted out. 

A younger brother, and Mr. Roworth my printer, whose ta* 
lents;E(n4 in&H^mBtiaa/have indeed rendered me vQry co^s^^er-. 
able asfiUitance^ are the only persons who have seen ^^ .»^ar 
nuscript, or made any alteiationa in the proo&. 

Under the apprehensions of having the offspring of my br^in,. 
which. Montaigne says is as dear as the child of onp's bos^m,. 
perish prematurely, I pr^erred ushering the cherished q|)ject . 
into the world, uncultivated as it may be, dependpg on a kind 
reception for the virtues it represents for imitatijon^ rather than 
on any inherent qualities, which the fondness of many parents^ 
-might imagine to exist, and presume on. 

As to the contents, I solemnly declare to tjie British nation, 
that I have endeavoured to relate a faithful nsurative of a cam- 
paign, which, combined with the naval victories, and their own 
magnanimity, have elevated the glory of our country to the 
proudest altitude. Nor should England pride herself on the 

military 
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military sendees of the Egyj^tMh'^rmy alone ; throughout tli6 
war her troops have fbtlght^itfr 6^41 girttfeiltty t hikt fthe may 
also boast that the^mra* 6driduC<J'6f thaTftrfify^hag exaltfcd'her 
fame oh a fbunaatidn «adre dufABleCtb^n^ Victtoty, erec^ 
her moiiilinents of honour Wj^dli the gfe^iiude^aftd admiration 
bfmankind. ' ' .::-.-[ i. :;r:.ni r: . ' 

'It ^as impfossible to travel thiViilgh'a cotinffJr'|^afteiided:;by 
any escdrt,* ias was fref(^uently the baset expetifcicittg the kitidest 
attentibns of friendship from et^l-y individifttl-ofii fieo^4ios- 
tile by^eKgioni- prejtidice, and fornier ^ Ailwige 'fe Euvdpeaiis) 
without reflecting with considerable gratification ori the bau^s 
which produced thfedfc -acts of hospitality irt fkvom" of EfigHsh- 
men. There w*as a Canity jihstly indiiPged in' reflecting^ that a 
Frenchman could tievei' Venture to- pass through the iame dis- 
trictsi even when the French a!rmy ruled with uncontested do- 
minion^ unless guai*ded by a force sufficient to command hi»^^ 
curity. 

In the Deserts of Lybia, and throughout Egypt, a British 
uniform was equally respected with the turban of Mfthome- 
tanism, and the word of an Englishman esteemed sacred as the 
Koran. . >/ 

To the Egyptian Army I must plead my zeal to render jus- 
tice to their merits, as an apology for naming myself tbeii^his- 
torian ; and I hope that they will kindly judge of any errors 
which may appear, remembering what difficultics'oppose Ihem- 



* No intreatles coold Induce a Mameluke or a Turk to exceed a walk in travelling, ttfere- 
fore officers who carried dispatches, preferred going alone, as by great exertion they cOuld 
then force their horses about seven miles an hour^ but in crossing the Delta I had a very 
fine horse, given me by the Vizir, die, after a journey of twenty miles, although he bad 
been three hours passing that distance. The Egyptian horses, however, are capable oTgreat 
fatigue^ and with a walk of about five miles an hour, would on a long jourbey beaf perhaps 
any horse in the world ^ beyond that pace they are absolutdy good for n^thing^ . • ; . . 

b 2 selves 
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selves to the collection of complete information; and I trust 
that the navy will treat any inaccuracy relating to themselves 
with the same consideration. 

Although no great naval actions immediately connected with 
the expedition were to be recorded,* still the navy is intitled 
to the highest applause, and one universal sentiment of admi^ 
ration pervaded the artny, at the zeal, perseverance, and vigi- 
lancei which, without exception, they displayed; for theirs as 
General Hutchinson states, was not the labour of a day, or of 
a week, but for rtionths together. 

' Those naval officers who served with the troops on shore had 
more opportunity to render themselves conspicuous ; and they 
well maintained the reputation of their service. 

But throughout I have anxiously endeavoured to avoid in* 
discriminate praise ; as in the first place there would be a con- 
siderable degree of presumption in me to assume the too fasci- 
nating power of distributing the laurel crowns; and secondly, 
an aversion to those frequent honourable mentions which ori- 
ginated in a perusal of the Gazettes, published during the 
Irish Rebellion, has not since been removed. Yet where For- 
tune presented marked opportunities to the gallantry of indi- 
viduals and corps, it became my duty to particularize the dis- 
tinguishing traits; dnd if I have omitted to mention any whose 
services entitled them to be noticed, I beg them to accept this 
assurance, that the omission proceeded from ignorance of the 
circumstances, or failure of memory, and that' the earliest 
opportunity shall be courted to acknowledge and rectify every 
error. 

To the army collectively, I have ventured to submit my 

;j • 
*. CapUun Barlow'v a^bue of L*Africainc, although a ship desdnad ibr Egjpt^ and Lord 
Cochrane'B gallant action^ as they did not happen on' the coast of £gypt^ were not within the 
confines of my history. 

work, 
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work, ^s one recording events, which in themselves must ani- 
mate with pride and emulation. If any instruction should be 
derived from the remarks, my own gratification would of course 
be considerable. 

To those who may imagine that my representations of Ge-^ 
neral Buonaparte's conduct in thfc several instances referred to 
are imprudent and improper at this moment to be brought 
forwards, I must premise, that ' if they are concerned only for 
the character of that general, I am happy to afford them an oc- 
casion to be better acquainted with this celebrated man, who, 
by his great fortune and uninterrupted career of victory, (with 
one exception of Acre, that glorious monument of British con- 
duct), has dazzled the understandings of the mass of mankind, 
and prevented the results of those enquiries having proper in- 
fluence, which those, with whom the opinions of the day do not 
pass current, have instituted on his pretensions to the admira- 
ration of posterity. 

To those, whose motives of disapprobation proceed from a 
regard for tranquillity, exciting the wish that a general amnesty 
of oblivion might be extended to the past, first I will say, that 
the dissemination of this principle would tend to produce 
more wickedness In the world than has ever been yet commit^ 
ted ? for what is there to intimidate ambition, in full possession 
of power, but the pen of the historian ? What can guarantee 
mankind from the atrocities of a licentious despotism, but an 
assurance that the memory of great crimes is perpetuated in 
the records of history. 

If the charges are not founded, the man yet lives to exo- 
nerate his injured cliaracter. If he cannot refute them, then 
must he sink into his grave loaded with the heavy weight of 
such offences, and the miserable prescience that execration, 
jshall attach to his memory, instead of the fame he coveted. 

That 
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That on l^i§ c^nptaj^h pos,^ty ,wiU mseribe, ilkvenenACekhd 
et qiiicquid m^uc^^ QO\ic\pi^ur nf^^^ tvp^tavii. 

Sqcopdl^^ J ph^ (f 55^^ i^VP"^ »>tbat> they jieed be imdet do 
appriehensipp.ifrcpij.a . for I do not 

impje^ch N^^^ Fronoe, but 

the^^cQ^r^l^^jiyh^Q^jj^Q^^^^ CJwjsti,aA.name, wtilhci turned 

JVfussulma^ ^^jW.|JQ.jT«ja^^ gu^Uy.,of rtheicfiines aUegdd^ ^rhen 
comi;na^di5g,an.sjripy.o^^ tJ^^ of FrsvjiGe, at the time 

hfeij executive p^wjey » wj^SjC^flfijuttecl; to a riipeCtcjaryi of ftireLinem^ 
bers, and when ia the ftdroii^i^tiipatioii of her government bo had 
no legal or acknowledged authority. 

thave accused th^t ojQicer. who w^rote the. fiubjoioed order 
against the gallant and generous Sir. Sydney. 3i»itb)^ that officer 

who 

» TkeOcncralmCiief to the Chief of the Etat Major General 

'' The commander of the English sqaadron before Acre having had. the ba^arity to em* 
bari 6h board a vessel which was infected with the pkgue the French prisooibrs made in the 
two Tartans laden with ammunition^ which he took near Caiffa j having been remarked at the 
bead of the barbarians, in the sortie which took place on the I8th^ and the English flag having 
beco at the same time flying over many towers in the place, the barbarous conduct which the 
besieged displayed in cutting off the heads of two volunteers which were killed, must be at* 
tribated to the English commander, a conduct which is very opposite to the honours which 
have been paid to English officers and soldiers found upon the field of battle, and to the at» 
tentions which have t>een shewn to wounded and to prisoners. 

" The English being those who defend and provision Acre, the horrible conduct of 
Dgezzar, Who caused to be strangled and thrown into water, with their hands tied behind 
their backs, more than two hundred Christians, inhabitants of this country, among whom 
was the secreUn^of a French consul, must be equally attributed to this. officer, since from 
drcumstances the Pacha found himself entirely dependant upon him. 

'' This officer having besides refused to execute any of the articles of exchange established 
between die two powers, and his proposals .in all the communications which have taken place, 
and his conduct since the time that he has been cruizing here, having been those of a madman ; 
my desire is, that you order the different coomianders on the coast to give up all communica* 
tion with the English fleet actually cruizing in these seas. 

(Signed) " B von af arts.*' 

Such 
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who can have no similarity of chafkct^ir with 'the first Consul of 
France, since the latter dtliis levee the »b^tli^r'd^ 
brotherand sister of 'Sir' SydhejrfcbksAtii^hto^^ 
wmfB entertained the highht isf^em /(^ iAiW/' a' ^declaration whic^^ 
sufficiently !ih-oves' that the fibt €mm^t!iknW'&e,%^^ 
Wish to»bei thought the^sAm^ JikWoii \*Mhffii 4ho^^^^ 
honourable <rfder alluded to, much feiSS^lJi^ mart who Cqrtimritea 
bairbarities taore heinous even than tli6se VitliwhibhrSir SVaney 
is .ohar^i \ ^^he firsts Consul hhrt^eff hl& str^ngl^ mafjcied "the-^ 
distihetiota;-) and every one otherwfed'tfbtild respect too' much 
the dignity of constituted authoriti^if^ to insinuate* that a crirni-- 
nalis irivested* with' f he robes of supi*eme magistracy. 
There is ^another {)eir8dh 4*h6ni I harire^reqiiently fcentibned. 



Such accusatioas many perhaps will think tod contemptible to be nodced ; but there are 
others^ who infatuated with Buonaparte might find io silence, grounds for recrimination. I 
therefore ^hall briefly observe^ first as to the massacre of the Christians, that Dgezzar Pacha, 
previous to the disembarkation of any individual from the English shipi^ caused thirt/ n^ in 
the Rrendi'Intei^st to be strangled^ foreseeing that resistance would l^.piade ^o the, ^^ if 1:191^ 
perpetrated before Sir Sydney's landing $ that the embarkation of the prisoners }j\ vessels in* ^ 
fectied with the plague is a ludicrous charge, for would Sir Sydney, in that pase,. have placed . 
an English guard on board over them ? So contrary however is the fa<;t, ,lbat somaFrovcb*. 
sick embarked afterwards at Jaffa, for Damietta, in eight or teq Tartans, h^vi^g^h^^vd ^Ififlb*' 
kind treatment their comrades experienced, stood out to the Tigre then cruizfig, off, ^aiH)^ 
surrendered themselves. The charge about cutting off the heads of dead.m»a is fxivoloip^ ^ 
besides how coald Sir Sydney, in his situation, abolish the practice j and it is vr^gedwid^sorao 
efirontery by the man who a short time before butchered ip cold blqc^ |>^ foa(^Tur)r».- 
The abusive part is too loW to be xioticed > but I will exalt the yicto/iQUiS adv^rs^ of ^uona^ •. 
parte even higher than his charactel- lias yet reached, by relating, tliat wheji Sir Sydney fo^od 
the French had raised the siege of Acre, he instantly sailed for Jafia, ^d^fwhich^pl^i^ be. stood. ., 
doae in to the shored and saw a body of the enemy filing into the town, Imqoqdi^itely he ^aa- 
Bonaded what he supposed was an enemy, and his shot evidently did cpnsidcra^l^.eiiecutiop y 
at last by his glass h^ perceived that the column he was attacking consisted oply o^ w.aui>di»l 
and sick men riding on camels, almost all of the soldiers having bandages on some of their > 
limbSy when be directly ordered the firing to cease, and allowed the whole convoy to pass oa 
unmolested : — a trait which must procure for him the gratitude of Frenchmen, and the love 
«f his own countrymen. 
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as having written a publication which he presents to the world 
as a narrative of facts, but which is written with the palpable 
object of detracting from the fame of the British array, by 
charging it collectively and individually with a want of courage, 
talents, and enterprize, therefore a work respecting which there 
cannot be a divided opinion amongst the unprejudiced in every 
country. Had General Reynier confined himself to the vindi- 
cation of the honour of the French army, such an attempt 
would have been natural and praise-worthy ; but when per- 
sonalities and illiberal aspersions mark every observation, which 
is also as replete with error as inveteracy, indignation cannot 
be too strongly expressed, and the maxim urged, which Gene- 
ral Reynier should have known better to appreciate, " that the 
calumniation of an enemy is no evidence of courage. 

When an officer writes, he should remember that his military 
character is involved, and that no violence of party can justify 
a wilful perversion of truth. As a man of honour, he should 
be above demeaning himself, by unjustly traducing the con- 
duct of his enemies. The English Gazettes, and General 
Hutchinson's orders, might have directed General Reynier to a 
nobler line of conduct. 

Is there an officer in the French service bold and wicked 
enough to say, that on tjie day of landing the British troops 
lay down in the boats (the folly of which assertion is palpable, 
unless they could have been packed as old clothes) ; that, on 
the 13th, he saw two battalions throw down their arms ? The 
concluding assertion of General Reynier is however his own, 
" that the English neither shewed courage, boldness, or ta- 
lents in the field ;"" the insinuation is also hi&, that the merit of 
the landing was due only to the navy. The events of the cam- 
paign will refute the first charge : and the British sailors will 
not accept his compliment, for their fame does not require the 

whole 
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whole portion of laurels, where others shared in acquiring them. 
Yet after all, with every attempt to tarnish the glory of that 
expedition, what does General Reynier recite ? An uninter- 
rupted series of successes on the jpart of the English ; victory 
in every battle to them, and general disaster to the French. 
Xe ftu bien naurri par Ics Angloisj la cavalerie Franfoise cutbutSej 
FinfmtericA'epoussiey are the details of each action. It is true, 
he represents the English force as much more considerable than 
it actually was ; but when military men learn that the JSfitish 
army which landed amounted only to 15,330 men, incliiding 
999 sick, they will judge for themselves if these troops behaved 
well. 

When General Reynier speaks of the timidity of the move* 
ments, boasting that the French army run over in four days a 
space which the English creeped over in forty, he shews a con- 
siderable want of candour ; for ignorant he is not of the obsta- 
cles which opposed themselves to the British advance, of the 
degrees of difficulty between an army accustomed to the cU- 
mate, retiring on its dep6t, passing through a country it had 
so often traversed, and one which had just arrived, suffering 
from climate, totally ignorant of the carte du pays^ obliged to 
draw all supplies of provisions and stores from the fleet, over 
a boccage sometimes for nine days together impassable, and 
where, in small boats, one hundred souls perished ; an army 
which had at the same time to oppose its progress a formidable 
enemy, and whose feeble resistance could not have been anti- 
cipated. If the English had maintained their armies as the 
French have done this war, by robbing, pillaging the inhabi- 
tants, and never paying for a single article, certainly their 
movements might have been more rapid ; and if the execration 
of mankind is not a counterbalancing disadvantage, their pre* 
sent system is indeed a prejudicial honesty^ 

c In 
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In the returns of strength, nothing can he more inaccurate 
than General Reynier, as a few will shew. 
• He states the following to have been the number S^ particu* 
Jar corps in Egypt. 

Corsican -Rangers - 400 The true return was 209 

Hussars of Hompesch 300 • , • - 140 

11th regt. of dragoons 500 - - - - 55 

Marines - • 2000 • • ^ • 40O 
British artillery with J 

the Vizier, includ-> 500 • ^ -, . 39 

ing artificers j 

' Sailors doing dutyl 500 . . - , 300 
in the batteries J "*"."'"' 

4200 1143 



With regard to his statement of the combined force acting 
against Egypt, his observations are very superficial, since; no 
considerable part of General Baird's army reached Cossir be- 
fore the 8th of June ; for Colonel Murray 's| arrival at the latter 
end of May with a few men cannot be deemed a reinforce- 
ment, on the scale General Reynier wishes to make the appli- 
cation ; nor did the Indian army join General Hutchinson until 
.after the fall of Alexandria. The British troops therefore whp 
conquered Egypt, taking the surrender of Cairo as the epoch 
when "tlie country was reduced, and which must be so consi* 
dered, were those who originally landed under the command 
of Sir Ralph Abercromby, to whom, independent of 1000 men 
.who came from Malta at the latter end of May, and the de- 
tachment of the 86th regiment from Suez, 150 men, no rein- 
forcements 
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forcement^ arrived, and which army the French nearly dou* 
bled in numbers, exclusive of the vast superiority which pos- 
session of the country, a powerful cavalry and artillery afforded 
them. The Turks certainly altogether must not be excluded 
from a share in the triumph; but General Reynier exagge- 
rates their numbers; and although they did contribute greatly 
to the success, still we must remember that this is the first oc- 
casion where their hordes have been honoured with any re- 
spectful attention by the French ; yet also must we confess, 
that there is more reason after General Belliard's defeat, which 
affair however a superior general officer described with much 
humour, " as a parcel of sheep running from dogs without 
teeth/' 

Still, notwithstanding General Reynier's injustice, I cannot 
conclude these remarks without adding what is due to his ta- 
lents, that the world has much reason to regret that General 
Reynier did not exert his commanding abilities to investigate 
and relate facts, and that various prejudices have prevented 
the military service from receiving that information which no 
officer was better qualified to give. 

- Since this work first went to press, Vivant Denon, one of 
the Sayans who accompanied General Buonaparte to Egypt, 
has published what was advertised to be a scientific exposi- 
tion of the antiquities of that country, and which consequently 
was a labour warmly to be encouraged. Unfortunately; the 
philosopher proves himself a most obsequious courtier, using 
that bombast in the relation of the battles he was a spectator 
of, which has rendered every public French dispatch during 
the war, with some very few exceptions, ridiculous ; and he at 
last terminates many exaggerations with the round assertion, 
that at Aboukir Buonaparte destroyed twenty thousand Turks, 
six thousand being killed, two thousand taken, and the re- 
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mainder drowned, whilst the Turkish force altogether consisted 
but of eight thousand men, as the reader will afterwards find. 
Such a perversion of fact, by a man of Mons. Denon's charac- 
ter, will make no favourable impression in honour of his coun- 
trymen; but if he has forgotten what is due to truth, the 
world will not forget that this Savan was the distinguished fa* 
vourite of Buonaparte ; for that general, almost immediately 
previous to his leaving Egypt, sent the rest of the commission 
into Upper Egypt, contrary to a sacred promise, that when- 
ever he returned to France, they should accompany him, and 
selected this man to be the companion of his fortunes. The 
boon was considerable, and Mons. Denon endeavours to 
repay his patron ; but perhaps his former associates may not 
be so obsequious, irritated particularly as they must be at this 
second march being stolen upon them, by a publication which 
certainly anticipates, in some degree, yet will not eventually 
lessen the value of theirs, some destined patts of which have 
been shewn, when I had the good fortune to be present, 
and which surpass, in elegance and execution, all works of a 
similar nature which have yet appeared.* 

I have now to return my thanks to the officers who so kindly 
favoured me with the communications 1 required, and to ex- 

* Fourier, a gentleman of most consideraUe iaformation, who made the discovery of the 
declination of the ZodtAC in the Temples of Upper Egypt, and vho proposed, in order to 
avoid distracting the world with any new theories, to publish his observations on that subject 
In Latin, for the discussion only of the superior order of society, has undertaken the compila* 
tion of this vofaiminous and extensive work, for the benefit of all the artists who contributed 
to its formation : Nou6t gives the astronomical part } Redouti the naturalhistory, and nothing 
can exceed the beauty of his drawings ; Fourier the mathematical division ; and other men of 
sciencd the various other branches. The public will also hereafter probably be gratified by 
^ome accounts on a smaller scale from Mr. Hamilton, secretary to Lord Elgin -, Lieutenant 
Hayes of the Engineers, and Captain Legge of the Artillery, who, since the conquest of 
Egypt, have penetrated further than any of the French, proceeding near lOO miles beyond 
Ibe Cataracts. 

press 
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press particular obligations to Captain Marley, of the staff corps, 
an officer whose zeal and abilities rendered very great service 
to Colonel Stuart in the Delta, with whose column he acted as 
quarter master general, for the maps of Egypt he furnished 
me with, and which so well exemplify his talents, those of 
Major * Birch, and the officers of the military college, by 
whose united labours the original work was perfected during 
the campaign, notwithstanding the severity of their other du- 
ties. To Mr. Hopner, who, without the smallest hesitation, ac- 
corded me permission to have an engraving from a picture 
drawn by him of Sir Ralph Abercromby, the world as well as 
myself must acknowledge a debt of gratitude, since the por- 
trait represents to life a hero, who is the pride of the British 
service, and ^^ an honest man, which is the noblest work of 
God." 

* Major Birch was senior officer, and imcler bia inuMdiate and aotlre superfntendeace 
the country was ceoonaMtred^ aad the plans tnioed« 
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TT is not my intention to discuss whether the direction of a 
* British force to Egypt, under the circumstances that Europe 
then presented, was the most judicious disposal of it. That 
question would involve too large a sphere of politics ; but cer- 
tain it is, that any positive object was preferable to indeter- 
minate counsels and feebly exerufeA plans, which waste the 
soldipr*^ Koalth and Spirit, compromise the honour of the army, 
and so materially prejudice the interest of a country. 

After the attempt on Cadiz was abandoned, it became abso- 
lutely necessary to employ more advantageously an army which 
might justly be regarded as the corps (T^Ute of England, and 
which had been kept as a disposable force at so great an ex- 
pence. 

The troops, from so long a continuance at sea, in weather 
as violent as the oldest sailor ever remembered,* began to sink 
in mind and strength, and their unmerited failures tended still 
more to depress them. 

Sir Ralph Abercrombie sympathized in the gallant feelings 
of the soldiery, was sensible to the expectations of his country, 
and did not shrink from the responsibility of his situation. 

* It will be BUfEci^t to mention, as a proof of the bad weather, that the fleet lost 80 an?* 
chors in Tet^^an bay. 

B Italy 
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. Italy again and Spanish America for some time occupied his 
attention. But the news of the convention at Hohenlinden an- 
nihilated the first project, and the surrender of Malta directed 
his views to Egypt, rather than to the second. 

At length, on the 25th of October, orders from England ar- 
riving to undertake that expedition, part of the fleet sailed on 
the 3d of November for Minorca, and the remainder, with Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie, direct for Malta, where it arrived on the 
30th ; and Lord Keith, with the division from Minorca, joined 
on the 14th of December. 

At Malta the troops partially disembarked, while the ships 
were cleaning, in order to undergo the inspection of the Com- 
mander in Chief, a duty which this excellent officer never 
omitted. The abundance of fresh provisions, the comforts 
which the beautiful city of La Valette afforded, the luxury 
of the sconorj, »uijii reauimuied the troops, and rendered them 
completely fit for servicie. An addition was here also in fact 
made to the army, by the enlisting of Maltese to the num- 
ber of five hundred, who engaged to act as pioneers ; and of- 
ficers were encouraged to hire others for servants, government 
allowing each one shilling per day ; but being then unacquainted 
with the fidelity and honesty of these people, few chose to 
engage them.* Requisite stores, &c, having been collected, 
orders were issued for the re-embarkation of the army ; and on 
the 20tb of December the first division sailed for Marmorice, 



* An nrangemeDt which on all services would be advantageous, as supernumerary mcir 
ef inferior itature with less pay might always be enlisted as bat men. Officers on their pre- 
sent allowance cannot afford to keep hired servants. An anecdote which occurred to one of 
the best and moat gallant cavalry officers in the service may confirm this. A naan asked of 
him eighty pounds per annum wages. '' Do you know, my friend," said the major, *' that 
you ask noore than is given to a subaltern officer, who must live like a gentleman, and ex- 
pose himself also to all tlie scvcrides and dangers of the service ?** " Ah, Sir," was his inge- 
coioas reply, *^ I do indeed know their distress^ and I pity the poor gcntlemca from my heart." 

where 
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where it arrived on the 28th, The second division followed on the 
21st of December, and arrived on the 1st of January. It may be 
a question why the army did not sail direct for Egypt, and the 
event justifies the supposition that it would have experienced 
less resistance, since the Egyptienne, Justice, Regcner6e, and 
Lodi, which carried out the important succours of troops and 
ammunition, had not at that time escaped into Alexandria* 
But it is to be answered, that the co-operation of the Turks, 
from the influence of their religion on the inhabitants, was 
highly essential, and that they had moreover promised to fur- 
nish gun-boats, horses to mount the cavalry, and troops under 
the immediate command of the Captain Pacha, provided the 
British fleet rendezvoused in Asia Minor, The result indeed 
proved that dependance on these succours to effect a landing 
was not advantageous. 

Lord Keith's division in going to Marmorieo foil in with some 
polacres coming from Alexandria^ laden with rice, and on board 
of one of which was the celebrated Talien. No particular in- 
formation was obtained from them, or rather the estimate they 
gave of the French force in Egypt was considered as grossly 
exaggerated. 

It had been the intention of Lord Keith to rendezvous in the 
Bay of Macri, but finding that port was too open, and that 
Rhodes did not admit of the entrance of large ships of war, he 
reconnoitred the coast, and discovered Marmorice Bay, one of 
the finest harbours in the world, the entrance of which was so 
narrow and retired, that it could not be perceived till within a 
cable's length of the coast. The surprize, the pleasure of the 
soldiers can scarce be described, when they found themselves 
in a moment embayed by mountains, which formed the grandest 
scenery imaginable, and sailing in smooth water, although 
the instant before the fleet was labouring in a heavy gale 
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of wind, and rolling about in a tremendous sea. Even ships 
which could not carry outside a top gallant sail, were now sudv 
denly becalmed, and obliged to be towed up the harbour by the 
boats of the fleet. 

The sick were immediately landed and encamped ; for the 
little town at Marmorice, at the head of the harbour, afforded 
no accommodation. Regiments were also successively disem- 
barked, whilst the ships were cleaning, and the whole army 
frequently exercised to that manoeuvre they were shortly to 
practise before the enemy in landing. The cavalry were kept 
on shore to receive the horses expected from Constantinople, 
and officers were partially employed in the purchase of others.* 

The quarter-master general of the army, Colonel Anstruther, 
who had been sent from Minorca to prepare the Turks for the 
reception of the English, had not been, able to procure a suf- 
ficient supply of fre«h provisions to save the issue of the salted 
stores ; but goat-fiesh was yet obtained in sufficient abundance 
by individuals, and. poultry also was plentiful. -f- The English, 
however, found that their character had preceded them from 
Europe, for every article was advanced in price four hundred 
per cent. 

The horses for the cavalry at length arrived, and expectation 
was raised with eager hope to. receive some of that species for 
which Turkey is so celebrated ; but the mortification was exces- 

* One of the expeditions had nearly proved disastrous to some officers sent to the rebel 
Aga of Cudjas, whose attendants wished to take liberties, which, though not unnatural to 
them, were highly repugnant to British ideas. Another was more advantageous, since 
Major Moore, of the 26th dragoons, at Macri, an ancient city of the Greeks, obtained as a 
present from the Aga three gold coins found there, and in the most perfect preservation. 
Two of them are of Pyrrhus, and one of Lysimachus. 

t A Turkish market-place is sufficient to generate a plague. It is never cleaned, and blood 
flows on blood until a consistency of corruption is formed. The scene at Marmorice, where 
the butchery was so considerable^ is indescribable. 

; . ' sive* 
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sive, to see animals naturally so bad, and in such a wretched 
condition, as to make the dragoons feel humiliation in being 
ordered to take charge of them. Every commanding officer so- 
licited rather to serve with his corps as infantry ; but the nature 
of the service the army was about to be employed on, rendered 
even such more desirable than none. However, out of several 
hundred horses, finally only two hundred were left for the ca- 
valry, about fifty for the artillery, and the remainder shot, or 
sold for a dollar apiece. Miserable indeed would have been the 
state of the cavalry, had it not been amended by the horses pur- 
chased in the neighbourhood ; but this supply was small, since 
it was a measure not pressed vigorously till too late; previously 
adopted, it would have rendered the whole of the dragoons an 
effective force, and saved an enormous expence. 

On the 8th of February commenced the most violent thunder 
and hail storm ever remembered, and which continued two day^ 
and nights intermittingly. The hail, or rather the ice stones were 
as big as large walnuts. The camps were deluged with a torrent 
of them, two feet deep, which, pouring from the mountains, 
swept every thing before it. The scene of confusion on shore 
by the horses breaking loose, and the men being unable to 
face the storm, or remain still in the freezing deluge, surpasses 
description. The ships in the harbour were in no less disorder 
from driving, loss of masts, &c. and the Swiftsure was struck 
by lightning. At night the firmament was, from the increasing 
flashes, in a state of constant and vivid illumination. To add 
to the terrific grandeur of this concussion of elements, signal 
guns of distress were frequently heard, and the bowlings of 
wolves, jackalls, &c. re-echoed through the mountains at the 
back of the camp in the intervals, whenever the thunder ceased. 
It is not in the power of language to convey an adequate idea 
of such a tempest. 

On 
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On the l6th of February General Moore, who had been sent 
from Marmorice on the 4th of January to the Grand Vizir's 
army at Jappa, returned with the same melancholy account of 
its wretched state, as Colonel Murray had brought in Decem- 
ber. Weak as to numbers, without discipline, and infected 
with the plague, its co-operation scarcely oflfered an apparent 
advantage.* 

The appointed time for the arrival of the Captain Pacha and 
the gun-boats had long elapsed. Only a few of the latter had 
joined; and it appeared evident from the continued delays, that 
the Turkish armament could not be ready for some time. Every 
moment became of most serious import, and particularly since 
the intelligence was confirmed of the escape of two fqgates into 
Alexandria, whilst our ships, previously cruizing off, were wa^. 
tering at Cyprus, This news w:as really alarming, since it had 
already been ascertained that the French force in Egypt 
consisted of a much greater strength than Government sup- 
posed it to be, whilst the unexpected state of the Turkish army 
considerably weakened the projected means of attack. But 
the ordier was positive, the object urgent, and the character of 
the British army rested on the attempt. The weather had been 
very violent for some time, and all the pilots, accustomed to 
the Egyptian coast, declared that till after the equinox it would 
be madness to attempt a landing. They were till then unac- 
quainted with the daring of British seamen, and saw, to their 
astonishment, the army all embarked on the 20th of February; 
yet it was not till the 23d that the fleet could weigh anchor, when 
it sailed with a very fresh breeze. The number of vessels was . 

* The Grand Vizir wished to master the troops -, but as each chief drew for as many ra^ 
tions as he chose to demand, which this inspection would have checked^ a few shots were 
fired at his highness's tent in the morning it was to take place, which hint was well under- 
stood, and the muster was immediately countermanded. 

such 
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5uch, about 175 sail, as to require a complete day for the whole 
to assemble in the roads, 

A nobler sight could not be beheld. The greatness of the 
armament, the gaiety of the brave men on board, exciting re- 
flections on the awful destiny of the expedition, not only as re- 
lating to those immediately acting in it, but as affecting the 
dearest interests of Great Britain, afforded a scene for contem-> 
plation, in the highest degree gratifying and impressive. 

To the credit of the army during its stay at Marmorice, no 
complaint had ever been made by the inhabitants ; on the con- 
trary, the Turks seemed to be insphred, for thfe first time, with 
an esteem for Christians.* 

The array wanted for many comforts which that part of Asia 
Minor could not produce ; although several vessels, taken on 
their way from France to Alexandria, had afforded a very season- ^ 
able supply, they being laden with sdl the epicurean luxuries 
which she could send out.-f- 

The greatest misfortune was the total want of information 
respecting Egypt. Not a map to be depended upon could be 
procured, and the best draught from which information could 
be formed, and which was distributed to the generals, proved 
ridiculously incorrect. 

Sir Sydney Smith was the only officer who knew at all the lo- 
cality of the coast, and he certainly, as far as he had seen, gave 
perfect information. But he had never been in the interior of 
the country. Captain Boyle, at Minorca, had given an idea 
of the disposition of the French army, which, considering the 

^ The ladies of the anny might boast of animating them with the tenderest sentiments of 
attachment. Some attempts were made at the embarkation to surprize and cany off several ; 
and a French lady, taken on her way to Egypt, had a very narrow escape. 

t It is bnt too characteristic of the French, that on board of these ships^ amongst many 
other fantastical packages, was a cargo of fans^ most ingeniously indecent. 

caution 
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tjaution it was necessary for him to use, and the vigilance which 
guarded him, did his zeal and address great honour,* 

Mr. Baldwin, the British consul at Alexandria, who had been 
sent for from Naples by Sir Ralph Abercrombie, on account of 
his respectable character and influence in Egypt, could not be 
supposed to give much military information. 

It is, however, a positive fact, extraordinary as it may ap- 
pear, that so little was Sir Ralph Abercrombie acquainted with 
the strength of the enemy he was preparing to attack, that he 
rated their force, at the greatest calculation, at only ten thou- 
sand French, and five thousand auxiliaries, then exceeding the 
number stated in the official infomiation sent from home, and 
on which the expedition was originally formed. 

The British army consisted of the following regiments,, 
amoimting to 15,330 men, including 999 sick, 500 Maltese, and 
all kinds and descriptions of people attached to an army except 
officers. Its effective force in the field could not be therefore, 
at the highest computation, above twelve thousand ; and indeed 
that number, within tM^o hundred, was the return given in to 
the Commander in Chief. 

Guards — Major General Ludlow. 

1st or Royals 

2 Batt"* 54th 5* Major General Coote. 
* 92d 

8th 

-Major General Craddock. 



— i 

} 

* /-I 13th V] 

Y^ 90th ) 



2d or Queen's"^ 

5()th (.Major General Lord Cavan. 



79th 3 



* Captain Boyle was wrecked in the Cormorant off Damietta, when on hi« way to Akx- 
audria in a cartel, and made prisoner, contrary to the usages of war. 
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18tli 

SOth 

44th 

89th 

Minorca 

De Rolle's 

Dillon's 



Brigadier General Doyle. 



I 



Major Qeneral Stuart- 



Reserve. 



.Major General Moore. 



40th Flank Comp, 

23d 

28th 

42d 

58th 

Corsican Rangers 

Detac- 11th Drag. 

Do. Hompesch's Regt . 

12th Dragoons 

526th Dragoons 

Artillery and Pioneers, Brigadier General Lawsoru 



VBrigad 



ier General Finch. 



It must be allowed, even at the calculation of the supposed 
strength of the enemy, that to attack with such a force the pos- 
sessors of a country, strengthened by the advantages of strong 
fortified posts, a numerous cavalry, powerful ajrtillery, and a 
perfect acquaintance with those few points where a debarkation 
was practicable, was an enterprize of the most audacious cha-* 
racter. What then must be the astonishment of all military 
men at the success of the expedition, when the real force of the 
enemy is ascertained ? 

The fleet had not stood long on its course, before one of thft 
Greek vessels, laden with mules, foundered, and one man alone 
was saved. That this was the only accident is surprising, con- 
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sidering the state of these ships. They were, however, inca- 
pable of beating up with the men of war, and the Englbh 
transports, of were afraid to keep at sea, consequently most of 
them separated, which was a serious disaster, as. on board of 
these vessels the cavalry and artillery horses wete chiefly em- 
barked,* 

February the 26th a convoy frotn England with provisions, 
under the escort of Captain Young, of La Pique, fell in with 
the fleet. On the 1st of March the leading frigate made a sig- 
nal for land, which proved to be the coast near Arabs Tower, and 
on the next morning the whole fleet anchored in Abouki* Bay ; 
the men of war riding exactly where the battle of the Nile 
was fought, for the Foudroyant chafed her cables against the 
L'Orient's wreck, whose anchor she afterwards fished up. 

The melancholy intelligence of the death of Major Makarras, 
and capture of Major Fletcher, of the Engineers, was here first 
^announced. These officers had been sent in th^ Penelope, before 
the fleet sailed from Marmorice, to reconnoitre the Coast ; but 
when off Alexandria they got into the Petterel, and in her boat in 
the night of the 27th of February, proceeded into Aboukir Bay, 
in order to discover the proper point of landing. In vain was 
Major Makarras advised not to enter too much into the cul de sac 
of the bay. His sense of duty and enterprising spirit urged him 
to advance, and he even landed on the subsequent ground of 
dd^arkation. At dawn of day, as he was returning, a French 
gun-boat, the commander of which had been informed of their 
reconnoitering, and had expressly sailed out of the lake Maadie^ 
where she had been stationed, appeared to windward, and in- 
stantly bore down. Another tack would have enabled the boat to 
tiave escaped ; but, unfortunately^ the gun-boat sailed too welL 

^ ScMueofthepolaaresiiadaekher^piadrantmrl^ 

When 
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When all hope vanished. Major Fletcher cried out that they 
would surrender ; but the French fired a volley of musquetry, 
by which unfortunate discharge Major Makarras was killed : 
Major Fletcher and the boat's crew were then allowed quarter, 
and carried as prisoners into Alexandria, and from thence to 
General Menou at Cairo. The death of Major Makarras was, 
as well as the severest private loss, a public misfortune; his abi* 
lity justly obtained the greatest confidence, and placed him in 
the high station he held in the army. His former services justi-. 
fied the hopes of his acquiring still greater character; and while 
the man was mourned by his friends, the loss of the officer was 
universally deplored. It is not to be supposed that the French 
commander could from inhumanity disregard Major Fletcher's 
submission, rather let us hope it was not q. wanton murder, but 
the inconsiderate act of the sailors. 

The state of the weather waa such as to prevent the possibility 
of landing, which appeared a fatal misfortune, since, on the cap* 
ture of the boat, containing officers of engineers, no doubt could 
be supposed to remain on the minds of the enemy, as to the in- 
tentions of the English; and the present delay gave them ample 
leisure for preparation • But if they had not already obtained 
sufficient information, another untoward occurrence must have 
assured them of every particular they could require. 

On the morning of the 2d of March, a frigate was seen stand- 
ing into Alexandria. Pursuit was unavailing; she reached the 
harbour, and hoisting French colours, proved unequivocally her 
nation. It will scarcely be credited that a French frigate, un- 
expectedly finding herself in the midst of an English fleet, 
should have been so capable directly to disguise herself, as to 
continue unsuspected on her course with it, which she did the 
whole day before, answering the various signals made, and yet 
never attract the smallest suspicion; nevertheless, it is fact, 
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and must remain on record, as an honourable anecdote to the 
credit of the French captain of the Reg6ner6e. During the night 
the brig the Lodi also entered, but which was not then known. 

On the 7th, the weather moderating, the general went in a 
boat to reconnoitre the shore. Sir Sydney Smith at the same 
time, with three armed launches, proceeded to the entrance 
of the lake ; but whilst he was gone in his own boat to another 
point, a signal was made for the men to land- Lieutenant 
Brown, of the Foudroyant, with his party, instantly jumped on 
fihore, and drove off about fifty men, who defended the block- 
house at the entrance of the lake Maadie ; but a body of the 
enemy coming down. Lord Keith, who was on board the 
Fury bomb, viewing this affair, threw out a signal for their 
return. They consequently came off, bringing with them some 
poultry and the ferryman as their trophies.. They had at- 
tempted to burn a gun-boat at the entrance of the lake, but 
the fire did not catch, and then they tried to scuttle her, in 
which also they failed : the next da}*^ she was taken. The 
ferry-man could not give much information; he had never 
troubled his head with any thing but aqua dente, a pernicious 
brandy, * made of dates. 

The wind continuing moderate, and the swell of the sea sub- 
siding, on the morning of the 8th, at two o'clock, the first di- 
vision of the army, consisting of the reserve under the orders 
of Major Gen. Moore, the brigade of Guards under Major Gen. 
Ludlow, and part of the 1st brigade, composed of the Royajsy 
1st battalion of the 54th, 200 of the 2d battalion, the whole 
amounting to about five thousand five hundred men, under the 
command of Major General Coote, assembled in the boats, the 
remainder of the 1st and 2d brigade being put into ships close 
to the shore, that a support might be quickly given after the 
first landing was effected. At three o'clock the signal was made 
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for their proceeding to rendezvous near the Mondovi, anchored 
about gun-shot from the shore; but the extent of the anchorage 
was so great, that the assembling and arrangement of the boats 
could not be conipleted till near nine o'clock. And here let 
the reader pause for a moment, to dwell on this solemn, scene, 
and imagine to himself the feelings, the impatience, the sus- 
pence which agitated every mind; the hopes and fears which 
distracted the spectators ; the anxiety of the gallant Sir Ralph 
Abercromby for the success of this hardy enterprize, and the 
fate of the intrepid men who so chearfuUy engaged to execute 
his orders. The heart of the brave .man will beat high with en- 
thusiasm; and may those who have hitherto regarded with in- 
difference the service of the army, from this moment pay it that 
tribute of respect which is the recompence of the soldier. May 
those young men who are devoted to the military life seriously 
consider its important duties, and seek ta render themselves ca- 
pable of commanding, ever remembering that in the course of 
their service the fame and lives of such soldiers must be ha- 
zarded to their judgment. 

The right flank of the boats was protected by tlie Cru611e 
cutter and the Dangereuse and Janissary gun vessels ; the left 
by the Entreprenant cutter, Malta schooner, and Negresse gun 
vessel; on each flank were also two launches of the fleet, armed 
to supply the place of the Turkish gun boats which, had separated 
oathe passage. Sir Sydney Smith, with a detachmoat of seamen 
directed to co-operate with the army, had charge of the launches, 
which contained the field artillery. The Tartarus and the Fury 
bomb vessels were placed in. their proper situation, to cover, 
with their fire the landing ; and the Peterell, Camelion, and 
Minorca were moored with their broadsides to the shore. At 
nine o'clock the signal was made for the boats to advance. 
They sprung forwards at the same instant, and the whole scene 
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became animation* The French, to the number of two thoit. 
sand men, posted on the top of the sand-hills, forming the con-* 
cave arch of a circle on the front of about a mile, (in the centre 
of which elevated itself a nearly perpendicular height of sixty 
yards, apparently inaccessible,) had looked down with wonder at 
the preparation, and since confessed that they could not believe 
the attempt would even have been made ; but when they saw 
the boats moving with extraordinary rapidity to the shore, and 
the armed vessels opening their guns, they could no longer doubt 
the seriousness of the intention, and directly poured all the fire 
which their artillery on the heights (12 pieces) and the castle of 
Aboukir could discharge. The quantity of shot and shells^ and 
as the boats approached, the shower of grape and musquetry, 
seemed so to plough the surface of the water, that nothing on it 
-could live; for a moment it even checked and compelled some 
of the boats rather to close iipon the left ;* but the impulse re- 
turned with increased ardour, and pressing through the storm 
the rowers forced to the beach. The reserve leaped out of the 
(boats on the shore, and formed as they advanced ; the 23d and 
40th rushed up the heights with almost praetematural energy, 
never firing a shot, but charging with the bayonet the two bat- 
rtalions which crowned it, breaking them and pursuing till they 
carried the two Nole hills in the rear, wlwch commanded the 
plain to the left, taking at the same time three pieces of cannon. 
The 42d regiment had landed and formed as on a parade, then 
mounted the position, notwithstanding the fire from two pieces 
of cannon and a battalion of infantry. The moment they gained 
the height, two hundred French dragoons attempted to charge 
ihem, but were as quickly repulsed. 



* This Ktde disorder was also occastoned by some of the boats being struck and smking^ 
«vhea olhcrs stopped to sftve the ifVBQ, 
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. The boats of the Guards had scarce felt the beach, and the 
men began to jump out^ before the same body of cavalry, who 
had rallied behind the sand hills, charged suddenly upon them. 
This unexpected attack caused a momentary disorder, but 
the 58th regiment, formed already oa their right, by their fire 
checked the enemy, and gave time for the Guards to present a 
front, when the cavalry again retreated with considerable loss; 
The 54th and Royals^* from being in transport boats, did not 
reach the shore so soon as the others,, but landed at the instant a 
column of six hundred infantry was advancing with fixed bayo*^ 
nets through a hollow against the left flank of the Guards. The 
French on seeing them hesitated, then firing a volley, retreated. 
This moment of exultation cannot be described, but the most 
callous mind must be sensible to its effect. 
. The French findipig the British in full possession of the heights, 
and General Coote advancing with the Guards and his brigade; 
ran from all poiui9 of their position, but in the rear sand hills 
maintained for about an hour and ^ half a scattered fire, when 
they were finally obliged to retreat, having lost three hundred 
into, eight pieces of t^annon^ and many horses. The boats re* 
turned knmediatcly for the remainder of the army, which, by 
the great exertions of the navy^ were all landed before night 
Sir Ralph, impressed with the strongest feelings of gratis- 
tude and admiration, came on shore, and took up a position, 
^distant about three miles, with his right to the sea, and left 
<m Lake .Maadie ; at the same time occupying the battery 
on the tongue of land at the entrance of the lake, but not in 
time to prevwit the Mcape of eighty French over the ferry. 
The loss of British amounted in this affair to near five hundred 

* It 18 to be regretted that no provision is made for the sailors in the transport service who 
wti9WtiM, er extraordinatjr encooragement given to them when emplo7ed on such dan* 
geioas daty as the disembarkatitDn of troops. Ibe measnre would be politic and jtut. 
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inen, amongst whom were several gaUantoifiicers.* General Rey- 
nier asserts, that the infetntry laid down in the bottom of the 
boats, whilst the sailors, indifFerent to the French artillery, 
towed with vigour to the «hore. What kind of boats must those 
flats have been, which would have allowed of such an exten- 
sion ? Is it possible that any one can be ignorant of the neces- 
sity of troops in -all debarkations, wedging as close as pos- 
sible together in an upright position, or how could fifty men 
be carried in each boat? Malignity should always thus defeat 
itself. ' ' 

' No British soldier would detract in the smallest degree from 
praise justly conferred on the navy ; but the seamen themselves 
will indignantly reject such ungenerous and malevolent ap- 
plause* 

• fVom a consideration of the enemy^s strength, and an obser- 
vation of the map, military men must pronounce that a landing 
in the face of such a position was nearly impracticable, where 
both parties did their duty; but it would be unjust to insinuate 
that the French did not behave with spirit and resolution. Ilieir 
defence was strictly good, and the conquest one of those sin- 
gular phcenomena, which occasionally occur to animate the 
brave with a confidence, that brilliant exertions, supported by 
persevering courage, may surmount mathematical improbabi- 
lities, and snatch a victory where cold calculation would predict 
a certain defeat. The event, however, does not in all cases justify 
the councils ; but Sir Ralph Abercrombie's^ peculiar situation 
must be considered, and weigh heavily in the enquiry. Had he 
been alarmed at the formidable appearance of the position, it 
is too much to be feared^ that his prudence, however just, would 

* Captain Warren of the Guards^ the son of Sir John Borlase Warren, was particolarly la* 
joented, as one of the most promising young men in the army. 
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have involved himself and army in eternal and irretrievable 
obloquy. 

Aboukir Bay was the only port where the debarkation could 
have been made on the Egyptian coast, for there only could 
the shipping remain in safety ; and it was absolutely necessary 
that the communication with the fleet, even daily, should be 
preserved, for on it the army was not only to depend for pro- 
visions, stores, &c. but, as it was first supposed, for water. 

It is true Buonaparte landed near Arabs Tower, and trusted 
to his fortune : but he had no European force to dispute his pro* 
gress, and he well knew the paltry resistance which Alexandria 
could then oppose to him,* 

Some may suppose that the bay of Jaffa offered a securer point 
of debarkation ; but the state of the Grand Vizir's army must 
be considered, and the obstacles which the Desert presented 
to Europeans, unaccustomed to the climate. 

Sir Sydney Smith, who had landed and reconnoitred this 
ground the year before, proposed that the battery at the en- 
trance of Lake Maadie-f should be maintained, when carried 
in the evening of the 7th, or its assault combined at all events 
with the operations of the landing. Such a manoeuvre would cer- 
tainly have been masterly, as in either case its advantages must 
havfe been decisively great If fifteen hundred men had passed 
into the lake, and made for the narrow neck of the isthmus, 

* The autliot docs not write to detract from the French; but it is the duty of an histo- 
Tian tD correct false stdtetiients. The boasted assault of Alexandria was a contemptible as well 
as cruel action^ unwprtby altogether of Buonaparte's fame. Policy may excuse the gasconade 
of his (fispatches^ but not the wanton storm of a city^ for the sake of striking terror^ and fix- 
ing an impression of the French name throughout Egypt. The murder of the garrison was a^ 
ttarbanous violence, atid ttie indulgence granted to his troops^ of a three hours* sadditg of the 
place, an act of unjustifiable inhumanity. 

f • The passage is about two bundrM yards wide, and was made about dghteen years sfnc^ 
1>y 'the se^ breaking 4own the dyksj wliidi had bete btult ages back to Tccortf from th6 ocean 
that country now Lake Maadie. 
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about half a mile in breadth, and to which our advanced posts 
were pushed on the evening of the 8th, the French must have 
abandoned their position at Aboukir, or exposed themselves to 
be taken in the rear, €tnd have their retreat cut off; had only 
gun-boats forced in on the itioming of the landing, the French 
would have suffered most severely from their fire in crossing 
the plain a good mile in extent, immediately in rear of their 
position. Sir Ralph Abercrombie was aware of this reasoning, 
but feared to divide his force, not knowing the numbers of the 
enemy which might oppose the landing at Aboukir, and the boats 
not being sufficiently numerous to admit of his detaching from 
that principal service. 

After the action, the army employed itself in digging to 
find water, as Sir Sydney assured the troops that wherever date 
trees grew, water must be near. The fact proved so, and the 
Commander in Chief found himself relieved from, an anxiety 
which might otherwise have determined him still to relinquish 
the enterprise.* 

The French commander of Aboukir castle refusing to surren* 
der, the Queen's and 26th dismounted dragoons were ordered to 
I3l6ckade it. On .the 9th of March the army advanced its 
position a short way, and were posted in three lines. On 
the 10th some skirmishing between the, advanced posts took 
place ; twenty Corsican Rangers were taken, and the surgeon 
of the corps, Mr. Smith, by the sudden advance of a body of 
cavalry ; Colonel Spencer, who had been out reconnoitring with 
General Mooret and Captain Money, of the 11th dragoons, 
narrowly escaped. 

On the 10th Captain Marley, with Captain Stuart of the 

* Aa Arab came to Sir Sydney Smith, and shewed him a well, which he aatd bad been 
closed by him ever since the French landed. An act of friendship which augured favoorably 
of the general disposition. 
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Mbndovi, went in a boat up Lake Maadie, and landed on the 
canal of. Alexandria, near to the isthmus, and ascending the 
heighth on which the citadel of the British entrenched camp 
was afterwards constructed, they discovered the rear of a co- 
lumn passing into the lines before Alexandria. 

Having completed their Teconnoitring at this point, they 
passed across the lake, and landed at Arisch, but obtained 
there no intelligence, from whence they returned to camp. The 
necessary stores being brought on shore, *a dep6t formed, and 
an hospital established on the beach. Sir Ralph Abercrombie • 
moved the army on the 12th to.Mandora Tower, about four 
miles, where it encamped in three lines. A body of French 
^ cavalry skirmished the whole way with the advanced guard, 
but no serious opposition was made. 

On the 13th the army marched to attack the French, posted 
on the ridge of heights, which the British afterwards encamped 
on during the blockade of Alexandria. The enemy had re- 
ceived a reinforcement of two half brigades of infantry, and a 
regiment of cavalry from Cairo, and other corps from Rosetta, 
making their total force about six thousand men, of which six 
hundred were cavalry, with between twenty and thirty pieces 
of cannon. Their position was on very commanding ground, 
the approach to which formed a fine glacis for the whole range 
of fire from their numerous artillery. As Sir Ralph. Abercrom- 
bie determined to turn their right, their left being refused, the 
English army marched in two lipes and column of regiments 
from the left, the reserve covering the movement on the right, 
and keeping parallel with the first line. Captain Hillyar had 
the command of the launches in the lake. 

It had not advanced out of the wood of date trees, which w^as 
in front of Mandora Tower, before the enemy left the heights 
on which they had been formed, and moved down by their 
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right, commencing a heavy fire of musquetry, and from all 
their cannon, on the 92d regiment, which formed the advanced 
guard of the left column. At the same tiriie thexravalry, under 
the orders of General Bron, charged down a height on the 
90th regiment, forming the advanced guard of the right co^ 
lumn. This regiment, undismayed, firmly maintained its 
ground, and allowing the cavalry to approach, fired such a 
volley as completely altered their direction, and compelled them 
to skirt along the front and then retreat with the greatest pre* 
cipitation. A few of the dragoons, however, reached the ranks, 
and were bayonetted in their attempt to break through. Colonel 
Latour Maubourg was himself desperately wounded, and the 
loss of the. whole very great. The discipline and steadiness of 
the 90th regiment were most honourable and praise worthy ; and 
if even the charge of the French had been more vigorous, their 
intrepidity and firmness would have rivalled the conduct of the 
Welsh Fuzileers at the battle of Minden. Major General Crad-** 
dock instantly formed his brigade, who executed the manoeuvre^ 
notwithstanding the heavy fire they were now under, with the 
most regular order and precision. The conduct of the 92d had 
been no less meritorious. Opposed to a tremendous fire, and 
suffering severely from the French line, they never receded a 
foot, but maintained the contest alone imtil the marines and 
the rest of the line came to their support ; and yet these are the 
regiments which General Reynier impudently accuses of laying 
down their arms. 

The army now formed in two lines; the reserve continuing in 
column on the right, the Guards in rear of the right of the 
second line, as a support to the centre, and General Doyle's bri* 
gade moving in the rear of the left, in column, Jn this order 
the army pushed on with the greatest vigour, preserving always 
the strictest regularity ; whilst the foreign brigade emulated the 
British. 
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The French kept up a constant fire of musquetry and artiU 
leiy, but did not oppose afterwards in line, only as tirailleurs. 
Had there been a few more cavalry with the army, the enemy 
must have lost all their artillery, and their retreat would have 
been probably cut off, or so impeded that the conquerors might 
have entered the works before the town, with the fugitives. 

As the amiy persevered in its advance, the French were com- 
pelled to quit their position, and retreat over the plain into their 
own lines on the heights before Alexandria ; but before they 
could wholly eiSect this, Dillon's regiment, who had moved 
to the left, charged with the bayonet, and carried two guns 
placed on the canal of Alexandria, turning them immediately 
against the enemy. Their conduct, intrepidity, and steady ad* 
vance, obtained the admiration of Sir Ralph Abercrombie, 
wha in the general orders next day particularized this corps. 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie, wishing to follow up his success, 
and by a coup de main to carry the important position the 
French had now retired on, advanced across the plain, ordering 
General Hutchinson, with the second line, to move forwards to 
the left, and secure a projecting rising ground; General Moore 
was directed to the right, that both flanks might be assaulted at 
the same time. The first line remained in the plain rather to the 
right. General Hutchinson advanced upon the green hill, and 
occupied the whole of it : then detached the 44th regiment in 
front to carry a bridge on the canal of Alexandria, in the bot- 
tom between that hill and the French position. A post of in- 
fantry and cavalry defended it wkh two guns, but the 44th 
charged them with the bayonet, and occupied the bridge. The 
enemy now began to play from all their field artillery and 
heavy ordnance. General Hutchinson's column found some 
shelter from the inequalities of the ground, and the reserve 
was protected by the broken surface of the soil on the rightr,« 
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although the French advanced tvvo field pieces to the Nole 
hill in front of the left against them. The centre remained to- 
tally exposed. Whilst Sir Ralph Abercromble reconnoitred, the 
army continued under the most terrible and destructive fire 
from the enemy's guns, to which troops were ever exposed. 
The work of death was never more quick, or greater oppor- 
tunity afforded for destruction. The French, no longer in 
danger, had only to load^ and fire- Aim was unnecessary, the 
bullets could not but tio their office, and plunge into the lines. 
For several hours did the English remain patiently suffering 
this exterminating fire, and never betrayed the least irresolu- 
tion. If a word was heard, it contained only a wish to be led 
on to the assault. At length Sir Ralph Abercrombie deem^ it 
prudent not to attempt the forcing of the heights, supposing 
that they were commanded by Fort Cretin, in which case, for 
the want of artillery, he was not prepared to maintain them ; 
the army was therefore withdrawn at sun-set, still marcliing as 
if on parade^ and ordered to re-occupy that position which was 
so shortly to be the theatre of its glory and revenge. 

This action had been highly creditable to the gallantry smd 
discipline of the British, whose nwvements were executed with 
the same steadiness and accuracy as if at a review in England* 
The conduct, exertions, and animating example of the general 
officers universally, were never exceeded .; and when it is re- 
membered, that the guns were dragged by sailors through a deep 
and burning sand, the rapidity of their movements and their sue- 
jcess is highly meritorious. Happy would it have been, however, 
that the army had never advanced beyond the first<captured po- 
sition ; as fiir as that it had gloriously triumphed. The loss which 
it had sustained, though considerable, was unavoidable; but it 
was a fatal movement in the event which brought it so consi- 
#derably within cannon shot of the second position, and where 
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it was halted so long. If instead even of finally abandoning so 
important an object, part of the army had been marched to the 
left, obliquely over the ground which lay between Lake Maa* 
die and Lake Mareotis subsequently inundated, and then 
formed to the right when the left reached the line of Pompey s 
Pillar, thus attacking the south front of the position, whilst 
the right of the eastern front was attacked at the same time, 
no doubt can now exist of its having been easily carried, and 
most probably the towns of Alexandria, Old and New. Forts 
Cr6tin and Caffarelli could have opposed but little resistance; 
and if they had held out, must have surrendered long before 
the anrival of General Menou. Let it not be objected, that 
this knowledge was only acquired at the subsequent surren- 
der of the city. Had not the appearance of that ground, 
from the nitrous salt upon the surface, and partial sappiness^ 
been deemed evident proofs of its total marshy nature, its exa- 
mination would have opened the weak part of the position, 
and rendered the movement obvious ; but the eye was then 
miacquainted with the pfaoenomena, and the deception was 
natural* The loss of the English was about 1100 men killed 
and wounded. The French of course did not suffer so much-, 
but above 500 of them were put hors de combat: four field 
pieces were also taken, and a great quantity of ammunition: 
Sir Ralph Abercrombie in the action had a horse shot. 

The position now occupied by the British was by nature 
strong ; the right was projected a quarter of a mile, on very high 
ground, aad extended to the large and magnificent ruins of a 
palace, built in the time of the Romans,, within fifty yards of 
the sea. The breadth of this promontory, as it may be called; 
of sand hills and old ruins, was not more than three hundred 
yards; it gradually sloped down: an immediate valley of 
an equal distance lay between it and. the receding sand hills*, 
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which formed the rest of the position, excepting that near the 
canal of Alexandria was level ground. The front of the po- 
sition formed from the right of the ground on which the Guards 
were encamped, an oblique line to the left. On the extreme 
point of the left, and about a quarter of a mile on the canal, 
two batteries were ordered to be constructed as the point 
d'appui of the left of the wlK)le position. Lake Maadie pro- 
tected the rear of the left, by flowing close to the canal. The 
extent from the sea to the lake was about a mile. In front 
of tKe right was a contin,uation of the uneven ground. Before 
the centre a slope descended into the plain, which commenced 
ia$:ont of the left, and extended as far as the French position. 
On this plain cavalry might MreU act, although as it approached 
the British lines, the ground was covered with large stones, and 
ruins, the scite of the whole, having been originally liiat of a 
Roman colony. 

On the projecting ground of the right were posted the 58th 
and 28th regiments, which corps defended the ruins and re^^ 
doubts. These were supported by the 23d regiment, the 42d^ 
40th, and Corsican Rangers. In the interval and flat between 
those heights and the right of the centre, were the cavalry of 
reserve, then the Guards on the hill. On their left, forming 
echellon were the Royals, 92d, 2d 54th, and 1st 54th; then the 
8th, 18th, 90th, 13th, also in echellon to their right brigade. 
At right angles, with their left thrown back facing the lake, 
and to protect the canal, were the 27th, 79th, and 56th posted; 
The second line was formed from the right, by the Minorca^ 
De Rollers, Dillon's, the Queen's, 44th, 89th, 30th; the dis^ 
mounted cavalry of the 12th dragoons, and then the mounted 
part of this regiment, and the 26th. The marines had 
marched to Aboukir, and the Queen's replaced them. On 
the right, and,within a hundred and fift^ yards of the shore, 
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were stationed four cutters ; and the fleet cruized constantly off 
Alexandria. 

. The French position was parallel, but still more formidable. 
A very high and almost perpendicular ridge of hills, extended 
from the sea near to the canal of Alexandria, where, gradu- 
ally sloping to its level, they formed the main position of this 
front ; but in advance of their right, they occupied a tongue of 
land, which projected a mile parallel to the canal of Alexandria, 
and which obliged the English advanced posts to be thrown 
back considerably, thus forming an obtuse angle. In the centre 
of the principal line rose with deceitful grandeur Fort Cr6tin, 
in the left of its rear appeared Fort Caffarelli, Pompey's Pillar 
on its right, Cleopatra's Needle on the left, and the city of 
Alexandria extending into the sea, and at the extremity of a 
long neck of land the Pharos, At the back of the town the 
masts of the shipping in the western harbour were visible. In 
the eastern harbour, formed by the Pharos and some rocks, on 
one of which is built a tower, called the Pharillon, were two or 
three polacres and gun-boats. The whole presented the most 
interesting appearance, in an historical as well as military point 
of view ; for whose mind could be insensible to the sensations 
which ground so celebrated must inspire ? Wherever the eye 
could measure, objects of the greatest character, even some of 
the. wonders of the world, attracted its attention, and the very 
ruins under the feet were sacred from their antiquity. 
' The army, independently of its severe military duties, was now 
incessantly and most laboriously at work in constructing the bat- 
teries, bringing up the guns, and forming a dep6t of heavy ar- 
tillery and ammunition; but, the want of horses and camels was 
most distressingly felt. The provisions were obliged to be daily 
brought by the men from the magazines, distant a, mile and a 
half. The heavy casks of spirits required great labourite roll 
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through the sand, and the date tree for fuel was brought €axn 
a considerable distance, and when obtained it would scarcely 
burix; the snioke of it wa^ dlso dreadftrlly pungent to the ejes. 
Water, however, was found in abundance, and very good* 
The 13th regiment dug into, an aqueduct of rmnning fresh 
water, well arched over, but the sxmrce or outlet of which was 
nevQr ascertained; the Arabs themselves could give no infor-* 
matioa respecting it, and seemed lost in astonishment when re-* 
garding this valuable discovery. A market with some difficulty 
was estahlisbed^ and regulated by the assiduous care and abililr^ 
of Mr. BaldAvin, whose assistance proved of great service to the 
army; still the supply of sheep was precarious, m the Arabs 
brought them with, great hazard to themselves, General Menenx 
having given orders that any one detected in the attempt shetild 
instantly be shot ; notwithstanding which the Auri $acrafmms^ 
overcame the strong sensation of fear even m the most timid 
and abject wretches in the worid, for such certainly are Egyp* 
tiaa peasants. 

Tents were now ordered to be brought up. Hitherto, tiie 
army had no covering but their blankets or great coats, although 
the nights had been intensely cold, and the damp exhalationfii 
of the ground piercingly chilly. The tlwrmometer was fret 
quently below 50 degrees. 

On the 10th a report having been sent in from the ad- 
vanced guard on the left, that a patrole of the enemy was adf 
vancing, the major of brigade brought orders for the cavalry 
to turn out. As the greater part were gone to water, Colonel 
Archdale could only collect sixty men, with which he marched, 
but when he reached the picquet, lie took that also on with him, 
which increased his force to eighty men. With these he advanced 
briskly for about three miles, till he came up with the encmiy, 
who, according to General Reynier, consisted of a com- 
pany 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 27 ) 

pany of infantry and fifty hussars ; tlieir total number was 
about one hundred, and fifty men (which they acknowledged 
themselves to be) under the command of General D'Estin. 
Colonel Archdale, conceiving that he had orders to charge from 
General Finch, who was coming up, and who had sent his bri- 
gade major forwards, instantly detached Lieutenant Lewin- 
son, with twelve men, to attack the left flank of the cavalry, 
while he charged ^n front with the main body. General D'Es- 
tin posted his infantry from the lake to the left of the canal, 
and drew up the hussars on tlie subsequently inundated ground, 
a little in the rear of his infantry. Colonel Archdale with his 
^mall detachment pressed on to the attack with the greatest ar- 
dour, and breaking through the infantry, who fired a volley, 
passed on to the hussars, who as immediately fled. The British 
eavalry pursued, killing and wounding several of them, but the 
main body, being better mounted, escaped. The dragoons were 
returning in file, with their horses blown, considerably reduced 
from the enemy's fire in the first attack, by which Colonel Arch- 
dale had lost his arm : imagining that the French infantry were 
prisoners, and forgetting that no guard had been left over them, 
since all had inconsiderately followed in the pursuit, they ad- 
vanced within twenty yards of the French again, when General 
D'Estin ordered his men to fire, which they did with severe 
effect. The cavalry, thus surprised, instantly inclined away to 
their left, and hasted out of the reach of the fire. 
* TRius terminated an affair, which cost the army two officers 
wounded and three taken; seven men killed, six wounded, and 
twelve taken ; 42 horses killed or wounded. 

Although there had been considerable gallantry displayed on 
the parts of the oflScers and men. Sir Ralph Abercrombie in the 
orders expressed his displeasure: he admired the spirit, but 
was obliged to restrain an excess of zeal, which oftener would 
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prove disastrous than advantageous. Partial affairs were not 
an object, when so shortly the utmost energy of a concentrated 
force was to be exerted. 

The same day the death of Colonel Brice, of the Guards, was 
announced by the return of a flag of truce, which had been sent 
into the French lines to enquire after his fate. On the night 
of the 14th he had been field officer on duty, and when going 
his rounds missed his way, which it was impossible alipost to 
prevent, as the mirage so deceived the sight. Wandering into 
the French line of posts, he was attacked, severely wounded^ 
and robbed. For three days he lingered in great pain. The in- 
telligence of his decease, aggravated by the manner of it, threw> 
a melancholy over the army. To alleviate these regrets, how-^ 
ever, on the same diay Aboukir Castle surrendered, and the 
Capitain- Bey, with two sail of the line, several frigates, and 
small Turkish vessels, having on board the remainder of the 
cavalry, anrrived* 

The castle of Aboukir had not been besieged before the 
13th, as powder and shot in Egypt were valuable articles, and 
this fortress was not a very essential post : but Sir Ralph Aber-» 
crombie at last decided on attacking it, and particularly as the 
French contrived to send supplies to the garrison from Alexandria 
in boats. These boats were constantly passing to and fro, and 
the navy could not intercept them. Two batteries were erected 
against the fort, and some bomb ketches aided tlie attack. Round 
the castle is a ditch of uncommon depth, whicji made it diffi- 
cult to assault even where a breach was made; but the com?- 
mandant did not render that measure necessary^ On the fifth 
day he surrendered : the same engineer now commanded the 
place, who had directed the siege, when the Turks defended 
it for eight days, after the defeat and havock of their army 
in the year 1799- Aboukir Castle is a most wretched place, 
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the rooms absolute dungeons ; in the fort twelve French giins 
and aburidance of ammunition were found* The garrison 
amounted to 190 men, although tbe Gaigetfce.return, from some 
error, states only 14O4 . 

It will not be totally irrelevant to correct Buonaparte's account 
of the victory he gained over the Turks at Aboukir^ which de-* 
scribes their force as amounting to seventeen, thousand men, thd 
whole of which he states to have been either killed or taken«^ 

The consequent importance of such a conquest attached 
certainly much credit to the commander, and from the circum- 
stances of the times proved of infinite advantage to his inte- 
rests. But this,, Hke most other French dispatches, had no other 
authority than the ipse dixit of the writer to justify it. Instead 
of seventeen thousand, there were not quite eight thousand^ 
four thousand of which were killed and wounded in thri action^, 
near two thousand were carried off by the boats at the time, or 
during the siege of the castle, and the remainder capitulated in 
the fort. Such is the fact, and so. has the world been deceived I 
. On the I9tb the supply in the market altogether failed, from 
the advance of General Menou, whose patroles had fallen in 
with and killed several Arabs bringing sheep. 

On the 20th a column of infantry and cavalry was perceived 
passing over the ground adjacent to Lake Mareotis into Alex- 
andria ; and an Arab chief sent in a letter to Sir Sydney Smith,* 
acquainting him of the arrival of General Menou with a large 
army, and that it was his intention to surprise and attack the 
British camp the next morning ; but much confidence was not 
placed in the communication at head-quarters, although Sir 
Sydney was convinced in his own mind of the honesty and truth 
of the information, and assured his friends of that event taking 
place, 

• See tbe Appendisu 
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On the night of the 20th the position of the army had been 
strengthened by a battery not closed in the rear, erected a little 
in front and to the left of the ruins of Ptolemy's Palace, from 
-whence the space to the sea was open, and no works filled up 
the broken apertures in the exterior wall of the ruins. In front 
of the right of the Ouitrds was a redoubt ; on their left a large 
battery, where the signal staff was hoisted, which was afterwards 
called the citadel ; on die left of the line a redoubt, and on the 
canal of Alexandria two works. On the whole line were two 
24 poundars, M)d 34 field pieces. Geoerad Reynier states the 
position to have been defended by 42 pieces. 

On the memorable 21st of March the army as usual was 
under arms at three o'clock in the morning ; all was quiet till 
half past three o'clock, when the report of a musquet was 
heard at the extremity of the left. Instantly afterwards a can« 
non fired, scattered musquetry succeeded, ^d then two more 
guns. For a moment attention was directed to that quarter. 
All were convinced that a general attack was commiencing, but 
it was immediately evident that the firing was too feeble on the 
left, to believe that to be the point of the enemy's serious object. 
Indeed this was the universal sentiment ; and General Moore, 
who as general officer of the night, on the first alarm proceeded 
to the left, was so impressed with this idea, that he turned 
back to the right 

For a few minutes all was still ; but it was the awftil suspense 
of anxious expectation, not of apprehension. Every eye was 
painfully extended forwards through the gloomy mist of the at- 
mosphere, and the ears strained to catch the smallest sound. 
Occasionally the eastern horizon was anxiously regarded ; but 
though the grey of the morning was perceptible, it seemed re- 
luctantly to break. On a sudden loud shouts were heard in 
front of the right, which fully certified the enemy's intention, 
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a roar of musquetry immediately succeeded, and the action 
there became general. 

The enemy, covered by the unequal surface of the ground, hdd 
advanced unperceived as far as the vidett^, and continued to 
press on with them aod the retiring piquets of infantry to th6 
main position with all possible celerity; one column directed iU 
self upon the ruins where the 58th were posted, the front of which 
was considerably more e;Ltensive than the froKi^t of the regi- 
ment; .but some parts of the wall still standing, it admitted of 
the regiment's dividing itself, but scarcely notwithstan<ling did 
the troops fill up the different openings. Gok>nel Houston 
who comnanded, faintly perceived the column of the enemy ad^ 
saucing with beat of drums and huaeas; but fearing Itwt thd 
£ngli$h piquets might be preceding, he allowed it to approach 
so close that the glared hn^s were clearly distinguished, when 
he ordered the grenadiers to fire, which was followed by the whole 
reginient, and repeated with several rounds. These continued 
and weH-dirccted discharges diot only cheeked but made the ene-* 
mys oakimn retire quickly into a hoUow some distance in their 
scar,, when it shortly afterward* wheeled to tiiie righ*j^ atid endea-» 
voured to force round the redoubt in frdntolits left, with another 
column,, directing its march upon the battery.. The 28th re- 
giment stationed there opened a heavy fire on that part of the 
enemy which attempted to storm the redoubt in front; but the 
main body of the two columns now joined to a third, forced 
in behind the redoubt, and whilst some remained to attack it 
thus- in the rear, the rest penetrated into the rains; Colonel 
Crowdjye,. who commanded the left of the 58th, observing 
their advance through the openings, wheeled back two com- 
panies, and after two or three rounds of fire advanced on the 
enemy with the bayonet. At this instant the 23d regiment 
appeared to support, having moved for that purpose from its 
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j5tation,.and the 42d also advancing on the exterior side of tlie 
ruins, to cover the opening on the left of the redoubt, so cut 
off the troops which had entered, that after a severe loss they 
f were obliged to sunender. The 28th regiment had presented , 
as well as the 58th, the extraordinary spectacle of troops fight- 
ing at the same time to the front, flanks, and rear. Although 
thus surrounded, the 28th regiment remained fixed to the plat- 
form of the parapet, and preserving, its order continued a con^ 
test unexampled before this day,* 

The advance of the 42d relieved the 28th for a moment from 
this unequal attack: but as that regiment approached the right 
of the redoubt, the first line of the enemy's cavalry, passing by 
the left of the redoubt, floundering over the tents and in the 
lioles diig in the encan^pment of the 28th regiment, charged 
en masse, and overwhelmed the 42d : yet, though broken, this 
gallant corps was not defeated ; individually it resisted, and 
theconduct^jf each man exalted still inure the high character 
of the regiment. Colonel Spencer, who with the flank compa-^ 
nies of the 40th had taken his station in the intervals of the 
ruins, was for some seconds afraid to order his men to fire, lest 
he should destroy the 42d, so intermixed with the enemy. 
But the cavalry passing on, and directing itself against that 
interval, he was obliged to command the firing, which stopped 
the cavalry's advance; yet such a feeble force must instantly 
have been overpowered, if at this critical moment General 
Stuart, with the foreign brigade from the second line, had not 
advanced in the most perfect order, and poured ia such a heavy 
and well-directed fire that nothing could withstand it, and the 
enemy fled or perished. It was in this charge of the cavalry, 
that the gallant Sir Ralph Abercrombie, always anxious to be 

* Colonel Chambers had the honour of conunanding^ Colonel Paget baying been wounded 

^ tbe. commencement of the action. ' 

the 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 33 ) 

the most forward in danger, received his mortal wound. On 
the first alarm he had mounted his horse, and finding that the 
right was seriously engaged, proceeded thither. When he came 
near the ruins, he dispatched his aids de camp with some orders 
to diflFerent brigades, and whilst thus alone some dragoons of 
the French cavalry penetrated. to the spot, and he was thrown 
from his horse. One of them, from the tajssel of his sword sup* 
posed to be an officer, then. rode at him, and attempted to cut 
him down; but just as the point of the sword was falling, his 
natural heroism, and the energy of the moment, so invigorated 
the veteran general, that he seized the sword, and wrested it 
from the hand : At that instant the ojSicer was bayoneted by a 
soldier of the 42d. Sir Ralph Abercrombie did not know the 
moment of his receiving the wound in the thigh, but com- 
plained severely of the contusion in his breast, supposed to be 
given by the hilt of the sword in the scuffle. Sir Sydney Smith 
was the first officer who came to Sir Ralph, and who by an ac- 
cident had broken his own sword, which Sir Ralph observing, 
he instantly presented* to him the one he had so glpriously ac- 
quired.* 

Sir Ralph, as the cavalry was by this time repulsed, walked 
to the redoubt on the right of the Guards, from which he could 
command a view of the whole field of battle. The French, 
although driven out of the camp, by no means gave up the 
contest on the right. A second charge of cavalry was atteippted 
by their reserve against the foreign brigade, but completely 

( * This sword Sir Sydney Smith means to place on his monument. 

A singular circumstance happened almost immediately afterwards. Major Hall> aid de 
camp to General Craddock^ whilst going with orders had his horse killed. Seeing Sir Syd- 
ney, he begged to mount his orderly man*s horse. As Sir Sydney was turning round to bid 
him give it to Major Hall, a cannon ball struck off the dragoon's head. '' ThiSj'* exclaimed 
.Sir Sydney, " is destiny. The horse. Major Hall, is your's." 
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failed. After this their infantry did not keep any longer in a 
body, but acted en tirailleur^ except that a battalion maintained 
still a little fl6che in front of the redoubt, on each flank of 
which republican colours were planted. 

The ammunition of the English was by this time totally ex- 
hausted, and the regiments of the reserve were obliged to re- 
main without firing a shot, some not having one round left, and 
for a time there was only one cartouch for the guns in the 
battery. Whilst such was the state of the contest on the right, 
the attack on the centre had also continued. As soon as day 
dawned, a column of grenadiers had advanced, supported by a 
heavy line of infantry, to the assault of this part of the posi- 
tion. The Guards posted there at first threw out their flankers 
to oppose them, but these being driven in, when the column 
approached very near. General Ludlow directed the brigade to 
fire, which they did with the greatest precision. The French 
General seeing the echellon formation, had advanced to turn 
the left flank of the guards, but the officer commanding there 
instantly wheeled back some companies, which checked their 
movement, and the advance of General Coote with his brigade 
compelled them to retreat* Finding this effort ineffectual, they 
then dispersed as sharp shooters, and kept up a very destructive 
fire, at the same time that the French cannon played inces- 
santly. The left of the British was never seriously engaged ; 
it was only exposed to partial musquetry, and a distant can- 
nonade. 

The French on the right, during the want of ammunition 
amongst the British, had attempted to approach again close to 
the redoubt, and sonae of them also having exhausted theirs, 
absolutely pelted stones from the ditch at the 28th, who re- 
turned these unusual, yet not altogether harmless instruments 
of violence^ as a Serjeant of the 28th was killed by one breaking 

through 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 35 ) 

througlihis forehead; but the grenadier company of the 40th 
moving out, the assailants ran away, the sharp shooters in front 
left the hollows they were covered by, and the battalion also 
evacuated the fl^che, 

At length General Menou finding that every one of his move- 
ments had failed, and that the British lines had suffered no se- 
rious impression to justify the hopes of an eventual success, 
determined on a retreat. His lines retired in very good order, 
under the heights of their position ; but fortunately for them, 
there was such a want on the part of the English of ammuni- 
• tion, otherwise the slaughter would at least, have been double, 
as the ground they had to pass over presented a glacis for. the 
farthest range of shot. As it was, the cannon on the left did 
much execution, and also the king's cutters on the right, which 
had during the whole action most gallantly remained in their 
station, although exposed to a body of the enemy within h^lf 
musquet shot, expressly firing at them, and who had thel adr 
vantage of a considerable elevation. A corps of French car 
valry, posted at the bridge on the canal of Alexandria, to pro- 
tect the right flank of their lines, and to prevent a movement 
from the British left, deserves equally to be mentioned for the 
steadiness with w'hich it maintained its ground, although the 
shot plunged constantly into the ranks. At about ten o'clock 
A. M. the action ceased ; but it ^vas not till the defeat of the 
French was thus absolutely assured, that Sir Ralph Abercrom- 
bie, who had remained in the battery, where several times he 
had neairly been killed by cannon shot, could be prevailed upon 
to quit the field. He had continued walking about, paying 
no attention to his wound, only occasionally complaining of a 
pain in his breast from the contusion. Officers who went to 
him in the course of the action, returned without knowing 
from his manner or appearance that he had been wounded, and 
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many only ascertained it by seeing the blood trickling down 
his clothes. At last his spirit, when exertion was no longer ne- 
cessary, yielded to nature ; he became faint, was placed in a 
hammock, and borne to the dep6t, cheered by the feeling ex- 
pressions and blessings of the soldiers as he passed; he was then 
put into a boat, accompanied by his aid de camp and esteemed 
friend. Sir Thomas Dyer, and carried to Lord Keith's ship. 

When the French army had totally withdrawn, the attention 
of the English was directed to those miserably wounded men 
who were left on the field of battle^ and the spectacle, from the 
contra ctedness of the ground of action, was peculiarly distress- 
ing. Those who have never seen such a sight, must not suppose 
that the effect of this scene altogether consists in the groans and 
lamentations of the dying; nd, it is the gallant resolution with 
which these acute and terrible sufferings are bome, the energy 
of the soui, subduing the violence of bodily pain; the character 
t)f 'the soldier supported in these last moments, which excite 
the feelings, and annihilate the rage of hostility. 

During the action several explosions were heard and seen in 
different parts of the field. They were now found to have been 
occasioned by the blowing up of tumbrils, set on fire by the 
English shells. On the ground were found about 1700 French 
killed or wounded, ' 1040 of whom were buried in the course of 
two days on the field of battle. If the calculation be carried on 
in the general proportion of wounded to killed, the enemy's loss 
would appear to have been very considerable indeed ; but the 
immber, including the prisoners, at the fairest estimation, 
amounted to about 4000 men, amongst which were most of their 
principal oflicers, killed or wounded. General Roiz lay dead 
in rear of the redoubt on the right; io his pockets were found 
the order for the attack, and a letter from General Menou of an 
interesting nature. Two pieces of cannon were abandoned, one 
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* 

of them, un Austrian eight pounder, was lying within four yards 
• of the redoubt, the four fine horses killed which drew it, and seve- 
ral artillery men. It seems that a discharge of grape from the 
24-pounder had effected this, when the French during the dark- 
ness had brought up the gun by accident in front of the battery. 
•Four hundred horses were also lying on the field, most of them 
on the left of the ruins. 

In this battle the French standard was taken. The 42d re- 
giment, and a private of the Minorca, by name Anthooy 
Lutz, claim equally the trophy.. Majjor Stirling first obtained 
possession of it when the 42d so gallantly advanced to relieve 
the 28th and 58th : this oflicer gave it to the care of Serjeant 
Sinclair, who in the subsequent charge of the French cavalry 
lost it. When the Minorca advanced to relieve the 42d, and 
f:outed the enemy, the French had recpvered the colours ; but 
'Lute perceiving the standard, advanced from the ranks, and 
iired at the officer who was carrying it, and who was some way 
behind his men.. The officer fell, and Lutz seizing the standard, 
ireloaded his piece, and was proceeding to* join his regiment?, 
when two dragoons rode at him. He fired and killed the hoise 
©f onCy then rushed upon the rider, whose foot w^as entangled in 
the stirrup; but the man begging his life and surrendering his 
arms, Lutz granted him quarter, and carried the prisoner with 
the colours to his officer. Lieutenant Markoff, who ordered him 
to head-quarters, where he received the regulated reward, and 
the certificate to be seen in the Appendix.* General Reyjiier 

statesr, 

* The other dragoon ^ho had rode to attack Lutz fled when he saw the horse of his com- 
rade fall. These facts have been properly attested and proved in a Court of Enquiry which sat 
-expressly to investigate the afiair } extracts of which documents are inserted in the Appendix. 

Since the first edition of this work has been printed^ the capture of the standard has become 
an object of considerable discussioD^ but the fact is, that the 4Sd had possession of the 

standard^ 
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states, that the battalion to wliich these dolours belonged was 
composed chiefly of Copts ; but how Copts came to cany a 
standard, on which le Passage de la Serivia^ le Passage du 
TagliamentOj le Passage de VlsonzOj la Prise de Graz, le Pont dc 
Lodiy are inscribed, General Reynier can only explain. 

The loss of the English was six officers and 233 men killed ; 
60 officers, 1190 men wounded; three offix^ers, 29 men miss- 
ing. The English tents were torn to pieces by the shot, and 
thousands of brass cannon balls were glistening in the sand. 
Several servants had been killed in the tents, and many mira- 
culous escapes of the sick lying in them are to be told. 

Where the conduct of all was so distinguished, it is difficult 
to particularise mierit ; but it would manifest ignorance or pre- 
judice not to speak of General Moore with those sentiments of 
admiration which the whole army felt and expressed. His ex- 
ertions, personal courage, and ability contributed much to the 
success of the day, and enhance that character which his former 
brilliant services acquired him. Wounded early in the abtioa 
through the leg, he refused to quit the field, and continued 
in an activity almost beyond belief, when the nature of such a 
wound is considered.* Brigadier General Oakes followed 



standard^ 'which the enemy recovered^ and that Latz certainly obtained his trophy in the man* 
ner above described. Whoever attends^ in the perusal of this narrative^ to the relative sita- 
ation of the 42d and Minorca regiments, daring the action^ will find every reason to credit 
the present statement, and give to Latz the merit of a splendid individual act of gallantly. 
Nor can any one draw any inference firom this account to the prejudice of the 42d regiment, 
a corps which in this and evtry other action during the war has added to the renown of the 
Britiih character. 

* General Moore in Holland was wounded three times before he left the field. Every 
where he has gained the admiration of the army, exalted the honour of his country, and given 
pledges of his being one day ranked amongst the most illustrious officers of the age. 
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so meritorious an example, and also severely woimded early in 
the morning, still remained. To General Stuart's movement 
the army was much indebted, as it certainly decided the ac- 
tion. Colonel Spencer's conduct was consistent with that which 
gained him in Holland a fame never to be obliterated or out- 
rivalled. General Ludlow's coolness and disposition preserved 
the centre, until General Coote's movement ; in short, wherever 
opportunity presented itself, every thing was done which gal- 
lantry, zeal, and ability could perform. Sir Sydney Smith, 
wounded early, was always in the hottest fire, and most active 
in rendering every assistance. The captains of the navy on 
shore, serving with the artillery in the great battery, exerted 
themselves to the utmost ; and the sailors, who could be spared, 
were of the greatest service in carrying up the ammunition 
wherever wanted. Some Turks were also employed on this 
service, but unacquainted with cannon shot, they could never 
advance above ten paces at a time without dropping it to 
crouch from the balls. Yet this was not a deficiency of courage 
in them, but of habit and discipline. 

The conduct of the troops cannot but excite wonder in mili- 
tary men, of whatever nation they may be. Surrounded, partly 
broken, without ammunition, still to continue the contest, and 
remain conquerors, is an extraordinary evidence of intrepidity, 
discipline, and inherent conduct. The British service may not 
only pride itself on that day for the battle gained, but as it 
serves for the ground-work of future glory, and if its details are 
properly impressed, must universally diffuse instruction and con- 
.fidence in danger. 

The battle of the 21st admits, however, of more observations, 
which should not be deemed arrogant, as information, not per- 
sonality is the object. The chief error of General Menou con- 
sisted 



Digitized by 



Google 



.( 40 ) 

sisted ia the precipitation with which he decided on the attack,. 
His eagerness to be the aggressor, checked tliose councils 
which a more deliberate consideration must have produced- 
If he was induced from the impression that to wait to be 
attacked was dishonourable to the French name, such vanity 
was deservedly fataL If he despised his enemy, the instance 
must be added to the long catalogue of misfortunes which this 
weakness has occasioned. Whatever were his motives, from 
Avhatever impulse he acted, as far as general reasons extend, 
the attack was injudicious; the advantage in one case was du- 
bious, in the other positive. It was obvious that the mere oc- 
cupation of the barren isthmus of Aboukir could not be the ul- 
tiniate object of the British general; that his oflfensive opera- 
tions could not be long retarded; that whenever he advanced 
against Alexandria, he not only had to attack a superior army, 
but one posted on heights so defended, as to be almost impreg- 
nable ; that this attempt must, however, be made, or the enter- 
prize in this point abandoned, and thus the success of the 8th and 
13th rendered nugatory, beside the probability of opportunity 
presenting itself to attack favourably during th^ re-embarkation. 
The wish of France was to preserve Egypt, not fight for victories, 
bought at an expence in the event as ruinous as defeat. But 
in quitting his position. General Menou resigned all the ad- 
vantages' he possessed, and led his army to attack with every 
disadvantage^ acting as if the simple conquest of such an 
English fbrjce was not sufficiently glorious. Had he waited 
forty-eight hours, Sir Ralph Abercrombie intended an assault 
by night, which perhaps would have been the most precarious 
eyer hazarded ; but the case was desperate, the die irrecover- 
ably cast. Sir Ralph never was sanguine enough 'to allow a 
hope that an attack might be made on him, and therefore could 
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not credit such a report ; but had he directed the operations of 
the enemy to ensure his conquest, this would have been the 
movement. 

General Menou's orders for the disposition of his army were 
excellent, and displayed great abilities,, which he undoubtedly 
possesses, but their application to the Bri^jish, position was not 
exactly correct. 

The diversion on the left was too feeble, and not begun early 
enough to attract the attention of the army to that point. Co- 
lonel Cavalier, with his dromedary corps,* did all which could 
be done, and more than could be expected, as he, completely 
carried the first battery with one piece of cannon, killing or 
taking every man which defended it ; but l^e had not sufficient 
force to persevere, or the alarm would have been very great, 
as the canal once forced, the rear of the left was totally ex- 
posed ; and certainly, from the ground in front, so favourable for 
the enemy's superior force in cavalry, the left was the weakest 
part of the position. 

* The advance of General Lannusse's column was too quick 
after the firing on the left was heard, if that diversion had beea 
more powerful, which indisputably it should have been. It cer- 
tainly was not General Menou's fault that the general attack did 
not begin sooner. His order shews that such was his intention,, 
but accidents almost always happen to retard. 

When the charge of cavalry was made, it should have been 
supported by a heavy body of infantry; and it was a fatal mis- 
take in whoever commanded the movement of the cavalry (it 

* It must not be sc^posed that this corps acts as cavahy. The dromedaries are only used* 
for the speed of conveyance, and the men dismount when arrived at the scene of action. 
The idea did not originate with the French^ but was the custom of the Mamelukes and all 
Africa. The Firench did not even improve the saddles, which are the most inconvenient and 
uncomfortable for an European tight dress imaginable. 
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is said General Roiz three times refused^ from a knowledge of 
the danger, to charge) to direct them so immediately on the 
redoubt, as even if the tents had not checked and broken their 
charge, the sharp wheel which they had to make round it must 
have enfeebled its impetuosity. If the cavalry, or any part of 
tliem, had advanced in the flat between the right and centre, 
and pressed on through the second line, the confusion would 
have been almost irretrievable, for the infantry would have suff- 
iciently occupied the first line. It is true, that the cavalry of 
reserve were placed in this flat, but their numbers, they 
knew, could not have opposed, with every allowance for gd,h 
lantry, a probable resistance: it is to be considered also, that 
the French were acquainted with every part of the ground, 
and from their commanding heights could distinctly view every 
%vork which had been made by the English, and the whole 
distribution of their force ; but these are contingencies from 
which few battles are exempt. The great fault was in the attack 
itself, not in the manner of conducting it. 

General Reynier, whose history is from beginning to end 
Vi tissue of untruths, attempts to insinuate " that General 
'Hutchinson improperly remained a tranquil spectator of the 
action, with 6000 men opposed to 800/' but had General 
Hutchinson made a movement with the left wing, he would 
have broken the position, and merited every disaster. His duty 
was to remain, in such an action^ where the superiority of ca^ 
vaby and artillery was so prodigiously in fevour of the enemy, 
on the defensive; and nothing could have justified the quitting 
of his lines, but a positive order from the Commander in Chief 
for a combined general movement. How many battles have 
been lost by an indiscretion, the non-ej^istence only of which 
in this instance General Reynier has a right to deprecate. 

His assertion is just, that the battle was £6ught by the right 
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of the English army only, and lie thus entangles himself in be- 
ittowing praise, where he meant to traduce. The French army, 
according to his account, was nine thousand seven hundred 
men strong, including fifteen hundred cavalry, with forty-six 
pieces of cannon. The British force, reduced by their losses 
in the actions of the 8th and 13th, by the men taken away for 
the care of the wounded,* by the absence of the marinest 
and 26th dismounted dragoons, at Aboukir, did not yield 
an effective strength of ten thousand men, including three hun^ 
dred •cavalry. The half of that number resisted the concern* 
trated attack of the French army, exclusive of 800 men an 
its right, and by their own immediate valour and exertions 
gained the battle. But General Reynier will not find an uni- 
versal sentiment of approbation as to the conduct of the French 
right on that day even in his own army. The most distin- 
guished officers have coincided with what was apparent to the 
English, that the right did not support at any moment (and 
there were some advantageous opportunities) the exertions of 
the left, or cover its discomfitures. But perhaps the Gazette 
account, which states that the French right was always kept 
refused, has goaded General Reynier, who commanded it, and 
who thus without equal foundation retorts. Genial Menou 
directed the right to be thrown back only until the left and 
centre were warmly engaged ; and ev*n if his orders were^not 
BO explicit. General Reynier must know, that in an attacking 
army no positive arrangement can be made, and that a general 
must and should iact frequently on his own responsibility, from 
momentary circumstances. It is in vain he attempts to detract 

. * In a former editioo I stkited the gsd as being absent, but the mistake created in tbat 
regiment's having been ordered to Aboukir the same nsorning, and which order was eze- 
cating, but Cok>nel Napier, much to his credit^ on hearing the firing, returned with the 
legiment to its original ground^ aod the corps, in ibe action afterwardSj lest fortj mem. 
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from the honour of this victory, nor will his misrepresentation 
of the 42d regiment, crouching ventre d terre under the cavalry, 
find credit any where, since the bravery of the Scottish regi- 
ment has this war been too frequently witnessed. With more 
implicit faith wiH it, however, be believed, that many of the 
French troops were in a state of intoxication, a habit which 
has been too frequent this war^ and which originates in the 
issue of spirits always before a pre-arranged attack. But no 
excuse can be formed for the officers, one of whom, and of 
i*ank, was so tipsy when taken, as to be the object of general 
derision. It must, however, be stated, that the conduct of the 
French soldiers, whatever might be the incitement, was ex- 
tremely gallant, and amongst the wounded, several traits of 
heroism were displayed. 

But notwithstanding the importance of this victory, it by 
no means decided the fate of Egypt Not an inch of territory 
was acquired ; the French still retained their position, and 
had an army considerably more numerous than the British in 
the country ; indeed, calculating the mutual losses by an in- 
verse ratio, their strength had increased by the diminution of 
the previous inferior number of their enemy; yet one immedi- 
ate benefit resulting, independent of the confidence it inspired 
in the troops, was the impression made on the inhabitants and 
Bedouin Arabs, thousands of whom had witnessed the battle, 
and such a battle as their fathers never recorded to them. The 
market was immediately supplied with every article, and a direct 
communication established with the interior. Still the army 
was, however, obliged to live on salt pork, as the troops did 
not choose, although an allowance was offered to them for their 
rations, to trust to the supply of fresh meat, and the commis- 
sary dare not undertake it. Its duties were very sefve. By 
night the out-posts were strong, and the whole laid with their 
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accoutrements on, always turning out at tliree o'clock in the 
morning. The day was occupied in bringing the provisions 
from the dep6t, dragging guns, ammunition, wood, &c. and 
all this was necessarily done by men's labour. The camp was 
being regularly fortified, and batteries and lines raised, where- 
ever they could add to its strength. In digging, many curious 
antiquities were found, and particularly cisterns, baths, &c. one 
of which was so perfect as to have the pipe which conducted 
the water remaining, and the water mark of its dripping per- 
fectly discernible. 

On the evening of the 23d of March Sir Sydney Smith went 
with a flag of truce to the out-posts, and demanded to be ad- 
mitted to the commandant of Alexandria. Whilst the officer sent 
an express to his head-quarters, a conversation commenced be- 
tween him and the soldiera respecting their situation, and the 
affair of the 21st; from which it appeared that they by no means 
fought for Egypt, because they wished to continue in the coun- 
try; indeed they pitied the English, who had now so fair a pros- 
pect of possessing it. The affair of the 21st they regretted as 
most fatal, and particularly to a number of principal officers; 
amongst those since dead of their wounds, they mentioned Ge- 
nerals Lannusse and Bodet : they further stated, that General 
Menou had his horse shot under him, and that most of the 
officers of his staff had been wounded ; that the advice-boat 
which had left Alexandria on the night of the 21st, was sup- 
posed to have sailed with dispatches to demand instructions 
from Buonaparte. 

The answer having returned, that no person could be al- 
lowed to pass the out-posts. Sir Sydney Smith sent in his letter 
as from Sir Ralph Abercrombie and Lord Keith, proposing an 
evacuationof Egypt to the French, by which they might return 
to France, without being considered prisoners of war, but that 
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their shippiiig, artillery. Sec. should be surrendered to the Eng^ 
lish. The letter was addressed purposely to the Commander of 
Alexandria. The next morning General Friant retumed a note,, 
in which he expressed great surprise that such ah offer, so difr*. 
respectful to the army of the east and himself, should be made; 
since circumstances by na means^ warranted the proposal, and 
that the French were determined to defend Egypt to the last 
extremity. 

During the night a very heavy gale of wind had driven one of 
the cutters on shore near the palace, but all the crew were 
saved. The weather by day was very violent, blowing right 
on shore,, and occasionally the storm lasted forty m sixty hours 
unremittingly^ when the fleet off Alexandria wast obliged to 
stand out to sea^ but re-^ppeared the first possible moment, to 
the great pleasure of the army, as on the blockade every thing 
depended. 

March the 25th,. the Captain Pacha, with six thotisaiid men^ 
arrived in the bay of Aboukir,^ and the next day landed and 
encamped at a little distance from the beach. Near them were 
lying the remains^ of four thousand of their countrymen, wha 
had perished two years before. The (!;orruption of that field of 
battle wa» Still intolerable; almoet wherever a horse trod, the 
impression of the hoof laid bare so&e corpse with the clothes^ 
9till on. 

On the .2Sd Lord Keith wishing to occupy the caravan- 
sary, of which the French had made a post, as commanding 
the entrance into Lake Edko, Captain Beavoi of the navy 
was detached with some sailors and mcirin^s for that purpose. 
The French fired a fow shots as the boaAs approached; aiu) 
then ran away, throwmg the two guna off the battlements. Its 
occupation was of ^eat importance, particularly to the pre-^ 
sieditated movements ; and therefore the next day three hun* 
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dred Turks, undet Mustapha Aga, who cam^ with the Capi- 
tain Bey, were marched to Aboukir, and there embarked for the 
caravansary; but it was nearly dark before they could pass the 
boghaz at the entrance of Lake £dko. When they were landed, 
a party was ordered in advance of the caravansary, where they 
continued about an hour, and then returned, nor could any 
efforts prevail on them to quit the fort during the jiight 
Two marines had desa1:ed in the course of the day, which 
caused some alarm, lest the account they might give of the 
amallnes9 of the force should induce the French to attack the 
garrUon* These marines were foreigners, and it is said had never 
](anded for six years before, being always suspected men. 

The next morning Captain Marley^ of the staff corps, whose 
instructions were to reconnoitre Lake Edko, proceeded with 
Lieutenant Wright of the navy in the Tigre barge, attended 
by one gun4>oat. From the course of the channel tliey were 
obliged to keep near the shcnre, and when at » little distance 
from the caravansary, observed a party of French cavalry 
watching them, who moved in a parallel direction until thej 
reached the village of £dko, opposite which the boats lay a 
ishort time. The Sheik and the principal persons of this little 
placeimmediately waded to them, expressing the greatest joy 
at seeing the English, and the utmost abhorrence of the Frenclu 
The inhabitants of this village, at the first landing of the French, 
had committed some act of hostility against the detachment 
tsent to occupy Rosetta. Buonaparte in his dispatches to the 
directory mentions this circumstance, and adds, that having 
given orders for the reduction of this town, it was assaulted 
accordingly; he then proceeds to applaud the gall^try of the 
troops who stormed, in as pompous a manner as if another 
Ismad had been taken: whereas this village had not even the 
mud waM ^rhich surroun^jb all tlffi atbers in Egypt. As a proof 
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of the resistance, 150 men, women, and children were put to 
the sword, and not a Frenchman was hurt : yet, no doubt, the 
banner of Edko is suspended in the Temple of Mars at Paris. 

These poor people were eager to give every information ia 
their power, and reported the exact amount of the strength of 
the enemy at Rosetta. The cavalry which had followed the 
boats; they said was a patrole, who went daily from Rosetta to 
the caravansary, since the appearance of the British fleet, i 

Some of the inhabitants went to the southom point of the lake 
with Captain Marley, who completed his reconnoitring, and onr 
his return to Edko, the inhabitants brought sheep, eggs, fish, and 
fowls as a present; but Lieutenant Wright insisted, on paying 
liberally, having Sir Sydney's directions for that purpose. 

On the 29th Sir Sydney Smith, accompanied by Major Mon« 
tresor and Isaac Bey, the friend a^nd interpreter of the Captain 
Pacha, a character well known from his long residence in 
France, Russia, England, &c. and a man of superior talents, 
went with a flag of truce to the out-posts, as on the part of the 
Captain Pacha, Lord Keith, and Sir Ralph Abercrombie; being 
refused admittance into the town, they were at last obliged to 
send in their dispatch ; to which no answer was ever received. • 

It was on the morning of this day that the death of Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie was known; he had borne painful opera- 
tions with the greatest firmness, but the ball could not be ex- 
tracted. At length a mortification ensued, and he died in the 
evening of the 28th, having always expressed the greatest soli- 
citude for the army, and irritating his mind from the first 
moment with the anxiety to resume his command. His loss 
was a severe one ; his death universally mourned ; he was. be- 
loved by the troops for his kindness and attention, to their wel^ 
fare, and his courage was their pride and example. His ago 
combined with his services, exertions, and manners, rendered 
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him an object of enthusiastic admiration ; but every eulogium 
is unworthy of his fame,, except conveyed in the pathetic and 
elegant sentiments of his friend and successor, 
r " Were it permitted for a soldier to regret any one who has 
fallen in the service of his country, I might be excused for la- 
menting him more than any other person ; but it is some con- 
«olation to those who tenderly loved him, that as his life was 
iionourable, so was his death glorious. His memory will be 
recorded in the annals of his country, will be sacred to every 
'British soldier^ and embalmed in the recollection of a grateful 
posterity/' 

. At night a French deserter came in from the hussars, and an 
artilleryman who had advanced too forward was taken. The 
French and English videttes communicated together; but to 
•prevent this. General Menou directed that with each videttc 
should be placed a Mameluke, or rather Syrian horseman, in 
French pay. 

'. Oh the night of the 30th there was an alarm of an attack, which 
Jkept a considerable part of the army under arms ; but the fact 
.was, that the French also apprehending one, made that move- 
4nent which caused the uneasiness. On the 31st eleven Arab 
Chiefs came to Sir Sydney Smith; they were all very intelli- 
gent men, with uncommonly fine physiognomies,, and well 
tlothed ; but the people who accompanied them were ill-looking 
fellows, had only a cap on their heads, a loose pair x>f linen pan- 
taloons^ and a coarse blanket cloth thrown round them, which 
Also formed a hood. It was impossible to regard these Chiefs 
.without thinking of the Wise Men of the East, and to see their 
simplicity of manners, without remembering the Patriarchs; for 
.no civilizing innovation has been introduced amongst the tribes 
'Since their time ; although it is not by this meant to insinuate 
\that there has not been a corruption of morality, as these people 
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are now common robbers. At night a deserter came'over, and 
reported that a hussar had been shot the evening before, having 
been caught in the attempt to desert. 

Whilst the army remained in this state of inactivity, the mind 
of General Hutchinson, on whom the command devolved, was 
most anxiously agitated. He found himself succeeding to a 
situation unexpectedly, under circumstances the most unfa* 
vourable. The previous victories must have inspired hopes in 
England and Europe, nay almost positive confidence of the 
success of the expedition, if common prudence directed the 
operations; and Egypt after the battle of the 21st he was aware 
would be considered as conquered. His trophies could proba- 
bly therefore be few, whilst his responsibility was great: he 
saw, however, that the campaign was but commenced, assuredly 
with favourable auspices, but no decisive superiority. A greater 
army than his own was still to be combated, strong places to 
be taken, climate to be endured, supplies to be obtained from 
the interior, communication to be established with the Vizir 
and the Indian army ; and, independently of these formida- 
ble difficulties, the plague and other diseases menaced to re* 
duce his force. Lord Keith also assured him, that after Octo- 
ber he could no longer remain on the coast with the shipping, ^ 
on account of the weather and state of the vessels. 

To abandon the enterprise was infamy; to complete it with 
glory a precarious prospect ; an attack on Alexandria was too 
desperate an enterprize to be undertaken, but to remain inert 
was impossible ; the fleet wanted water, the troops fresh pn>- 
visions ; he therefore determined to make an effort, which, if 
successful, might procure the possession of Rosetta, and com- 
mand of the Nile. After the losses of the British it was im- 
possible to detach away any considerable force, but the 58th 
regiment and the 40th flank companies, with a detachment of 
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Hompesch's Hnsfars^ coufiisting of thirty men and eight pieces 
of cEBiicm ware spared for this service. With this corps four 
thousand Turks^ who had arrived with the Captain Pacha, aiKi 
mow put under the orders of the Caia Bey, were destined to 
act. Colonel Spencer commanded the whole. April the 2d 
the corps marched for Aboukir, where it was to cross the feiTy^ 
and join the Turks. 

On.tlie same day the Captain Paclia> accompanied by Lord 
Keith, came to visit the grand camp, and the line was turned 
out to receive him. His appearance was striking, his dark eye 
was expressive of that en^y arid character for which he is so 
distinguished, and although he seemed to have bad healthy he 
did not look more than 35 years of age : his face was handsome, 
and his fine black beard beautiful ; his manners were remark*- 
afoly elegant, and at the same time dignified. At the moment 
he was passing, a French Mameluke deserted, who was brought- 
to him ; he received the trembling apostate with a graciousness 
which made a pleasing impression on all the beholders ; then 
gave him, in ccmseqtienceof his contrition, and the intelligence 
he communicated, a handful of sequins. The Mameluke, un* 
able to restrain the emotion of gia^titude, and breaking through 
the regulations of their decorum,, snatched at his hand to kiss 
it ; but the Captain Pacha ivithdrew it from his gnasp with a 
grace and smile of kindness, whijch Lord Chesterfield would 
have considered as the model of amiableness. When he came 
to the market, the Arabs shouted, and he sent them handfuls 
of gold. 

> The appearance of the army delighted him, and the scene 
was more interesting frcmi being reviewed in the field of battle. 
As the Conmiander in Chief's tent was not large enough for his 
reception, the Captain Pacha had sent two very fine Turkish 
ones to the general as a present. Their tents amnade of co- 
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loured cotton, richly worked in the interior, very large, always 
c6ol, and perfectly adapted to a country where there is littlo 
rain. After being refreshed there some time, he returned to 
his own camp. 

April the 3d a violent gale of wind commenced, which lasted 
three days. The fleet was obliged to leave the coast, and seve^ 
ral boats were lost in the bay ; the tents and every thing were 
covered and filled with sand, although the wind blew north- 
west. 

On the 5th the news arrived of the L'Africaine having been 
taken, which was soon communicated to the French. 

On the 6th, certain intelhgence having been obtained that the 
French had detached to Rosetta, the 2d regiment or Queen's 
were ordered to the support of Colonel Spencer. On the 7th, 
Major Wilson was sent with a flag of truce to the general com- 
manding the out-posts, to declare, that unless the French videttes 
were withdrawn into the line from which they had advanced^ 
General Hutchinson would be obliged to begin a species o( 
warfare which was to be deprecated when it could be avoided, 
as an useless loss of lives. At the same time orders were issued 
for the cavalry of the reserve to hold itself in readiness to sweep 
oiF the enemy s line of posts. But the answer was returned, 
that as tliavidettes had actually advanced, they should be with- 
drawn into the original line, at the same time it was to be uut 
derstood that their retreat was not the effect of the menace. 
ApriJ the 8th, three men having deserted of Hompesch's hus- 
sars, the corps was withdrawn from the out-posts, which caused 
an universal regret, as their intelligence and conduct had been 
always the admiration of every officer in the army. Several 
patroles had been sent to Beda ; and about this time it being 
understood that the French were passing a convoy, a strong de*- 
tachment of infantry and cavalry marched along the canal, and 
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advanced 'to a village beyond and to the right of Beda, but 
where it was then ascertained that the convoy had passed dur- 
ing the night. 

April the 10th, accounts came with the intelligence of the 
capture of Rosetta. Colonel Spencer having passed his army 
across the two ferries, had proceeded on the 7th to Edko, keep- 
ing his right upon the lake, and only detaching patroles along 
the beach of the sea, by which he also avoided the melancholy 
sight of the number of dead bodies thrown overboard from the 
hospital ships, and which the sea had unhappily yielded up again. 
He arrived at Edko without opposition. The Turks, however, 
had given him much uneasiness, as they kept by way of amuse- 
ment fifing constantly in the air with ball. On the morning of 
the 8th, the army arrived before Rosetta, after a painful march 
across the Desert, where frequently in the hollows of the ground 
the air was so hot as to excite the sensation of the vertigo, and 
where from the mirage it seemed a lake of water, reflecting even 
the shade of the date trees ; an extraordinary deceptiwi which 
no reasoning or strength of sight could remove* The French^ 
to the number of 800 men, were drawn up in front of Abou- 
mandour, a very high sand hill above the Nile, to the south.- 
ward of Rosetta, on which was an old tower ; but as Colonel 
JSpencer approached the greater part passed across the Nile in 
dgerms ready for the purpose, and the remainder retreated to^ 
wards El Hamed : that body which had crossed the river drew 
up on the bank, and remained so posted until two guns, were 
.brought up, and fired at them, which killed and wounded several 
men. Colonel Spencer then detached the Queen's and five hun- 
dred Arnauts to occupy Rosetta, and blockade Fort St. Julieij, 
whilst he proceeded with the main body to El Hamed* 

' The position of El Hamed was remarkably strong, the right 
being on the lake, the left on the Nile, and the highest banks 
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6f a canal in Eigjpt ranniag along the front ; but it nrost be 
understood 9 that these canals are not like those of Europe, as 
they have no water in them, except at high Nile, the level of the 
country forming their bed, and the banks being raised above it. 
They may properly be called canals of irrigation** 

When the army first arrived on the banks of the Nile, a dgenii 
yns seen sailing up it from Rosetta, in which was the command* 
ant. A great number of shots were fired at him, but he per^ 
severed, and escaped. The same evening several Turkish gun^^ 
boats forced the Boghas, obliging the French dgerms, which 
defended tk^ passage, to sail away, and anchor under the waUg 
of St. Julien. 

The easy conquest of Rosetta was an object of astonishment t 
it had been considered so important an acquisition, that its 
capture was deemed very precarious ; indeed. Colonel Spencer** 
instructions were to abandon the enterprize? if he met with sen*- 
ous resistance. The French, had they suspected this move- 
ment, might have passed a corps round Lake Maadie, and leav-* 
ing a post at Beda, advanced on the isthmus between tiiat lake 
and Lake £dko, thus intercepting his retreat, whilst an attack in 
front would have placed him in a desperate situation ; and ha4 
there been an enterprising partizan employed, he might hav6 
made much advantage afterwards of that movement, and con«* 
siderably distressed the English, by destroying the ferry-bridge, 
&c. &c. and this occasion ofE^red until the 21st of May, when 
Beda was occupied by 450 men of the Coldstream, and the Sd 
Guards, 20 dragoons, with four pieces of cannon : which detach- 
ment was commanded by Colonel Turner. 

April the 11th, towards evening, the camp was thrown into 
some alarm by the firing of heavy guns, which proved to be a 
salute to the Imperial, Russian, and Spanish cokmrs, hoisted ii) 

* The beds of the canals are frequently of a higher 4eyation than the leyel of the countiy, 
tibsLt when cut> all the water may be let out. 
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the centre of the French position, us a proof of France being at 
peace with those nations, and a lure to the'foreigners in the Bri- 
tish army. The same day, as a French seijeant came to a vidette, 
with the view of circulating a paper to seduce the troops, many 
of which had been distributed, the vidette fired at, and wounded 
him. 

April the 13th was a memorable day for Egypt. The miiU 
tary position, commercial relations, and climate of Alexandria^ 
have from thence to date their new sera. The position which 
the army occupied, required so large a forces that it was impos-^ 
feibl6 to maintain it, and prosecute the new expedition. In Ge- 
neral Roi^^s pocket had been found a letter of General Menou's, 
anxiously expressing a fear that the English had cut the canal 
of Alexandria,* and thus let the waters of the sea into Lake 
Mario tis; From that moment it had become the favourite ob^ 
ject of the army, as, by securing the left and part of its front, 
the duty would be diminished, the French nearly cut oflf from 
the interior, and a new scene of operations opened « But there 
werfe very serious objections to the measure* First, the mis- 
chief it might do was incalculable. The Arabs could give no 
information where such a sea would be checked : the ruin of 
Alexandria was probably a consequence, and whilst it strength- 
ened the British left, it secured the south front of the French 
position, except from a new landing ; but the urgency of the 
present service at last superseded general philanthropy and more 
remote conmderations. General Hutchinson reluctantly (Jon- 
sented, whilst the army was in raptures j never did a working 
party labour with more zeal; every ttian would have volun- 
teered with cheerfulness to assist. Four cuts were made, of 
six yards in breadth, and about ten from each other, a little 

» Tbe caoal contxieocai at JUiamanrkii, and paaaes over fifteen or sixteen leagues of coun*- 
trj ; the bed of it is higher Am the level of £gypt, but the laod which la/ between it and 
i»ake Mariotis^ was considerably lower than the level of Lake Maadie. 
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in advance of the farthest redoubt, but only two could be 
opened the first night; ' At ^seveii o'clock in the evening the last 
fascine wai^ removfed, and joy was aaiversal. The water rushed 
in with a fdll 6f six feet, and the pride and peculiar care of 
Egypt, the corisolidtttif6n<if ages,, was in a &w hours destroyed* 
by the devastating hand 6f man. Two more cuts were finished 
the next day; and thr^e more marked out ; but the force of the 
water was so gi^eat, aided by the removal of a few banking 
stones worked out by thfe foot of-aa officer (who justly thought 
that these partial measures would not complete the inundation 
for months) as soon to break one into the other;, and now an 
immense body of water rushed in, which continued entering for 
a month with considerable force ; it then found iiearly its level, 
but from the sand absorbing the water, there, was always a fall 
of nine or twelve inches at the entranccr The first boat which 
floated on this sea was one belonging to Lord Gavan, whose ef- 
forts had contributed so much to its formation. ' 

On the 13th, in consequence of this inundation, the 18th,9(>th^ 
79th, and detachment of lith light dragoons, marched to sup- 
port Colonel Spencer; on the 17th instant, the 30th and 89th 
followed ; on the 18th Generals Craddock and Doyle were ap- 
pointed to commands in the division of the army at Rosetta. 

Colonel Spencer had continued in his position at El Hamed 
without any movement, except sending patroles forward as far 
as Dtiroute to reconnoitre the enemy's position at El Aft ; and 
in the Delta, Sir Sydney, with some dragoons, and Captain 
Marley, advanced ta Scitodioun, from whence they could dis- 
tinctly view the eneniy's position. 

It was on one of these patroles the erroneous statement of 
General Menou was ascertained respecting' the cahal of Bi- 
rimbal, which he described to Buonaparte as being now, during 
the whole year, navigable from Lake Bourlos to the Nile, and 
descanted on the'ad vantages to be derived from this great work ; 
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whereas there has not been a single improvement made by the 
French; except at high Nile, it is dry as all the other canals 
are, and four miles from Lake Bourlos it terminates, then run- 
ning under an arch-way like a drain. But Buonaparte himself 
began these tales of wonder, and General Menou copied the 
story of Birimbal from his romance of the canal of Alexandria* 

Sir Sydney, with an armed flotilla, proceeded also several 
times up the Nile nearly as far as El Aft, cavalry patroles pro- 
acting his flanks. It was discovered in these reconnoitrings, 
that the French had sunk d germs across the exterior passage of 
the Nile, formed by an island on the right of their position, 
and that their batteries completely commanded the inner chan-^ 
uel, it not being more than sixty yards across, which prepara- 
tions seemed to indicate resistance. 

The difiiculty of bringing up the heavy artillery from the 
dep6t, which was necessarily formed on the beach of the sea, 
three miles distant, delayed the operations against the castle 
of St. Julien * until the l6th, when the two batteries which 
had been erected in the wood of date trees, within three hun- 
dred yards of the works, first opened their fire against the south- 
west angle; at the same time the Turkish gun-boats, which had 
passed over the BocJcage, and anchored within cannon shot of 
the English batteries, commenced a brisk cannotiade; and the 
Captain Pacha, having erected a battery with an 18 pounder 
in the Delta, against the north-east front, directed and always 
fired it himself. 

Anxious to give an example of his courage and zeal, he 

* WheD Lord Dalhoosie invested It^ tbe Tnrks found in the wood near it two Frenchmen, 
who hod inadvertently straggled out of the fort^ and whose heads^ after severely mangling 
fhem whilst livings they cut off, and paraded through the streets of Rosetta. 

) 
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night and day remained by this battery, animating by \m 
presence the crews of the Turkish vessels, who kept up the can* 
nonade with the greatest intrepidity, conforming themselves 
to the orders of Captain Stevenson and Captain Curry of the 
navy. 

The castle of St. Julien was defended by fifteen pieces of 
cannon, and four armed dgerms were anchored under the walls. 
One of these on the first day was set on fire, and drifted to the 
eastern bank : instantly Captain Curry in his boat, n'otwithstand^ 
ing a heavy discharge of grape, forced by the castle, with the 
view of saving from the Arabs any mfen which might have been 
on board. Entering the dgerm, he found four Arabs with their 
knives drawn, anxiously searching for some concealed victim ! 
He had scarce quitted her again, towing off also these people, 
before she blew up. When Captain Curry presented the pen- 
nant he had taken from her to the Captain Facba, his highness 
gave the crew forty sequins, and expressed the strongest admi-^ 
ration of their conduct. 

The English batteries fired but slowly from the want of am- 
munition, and made no impression the first day on the fort, since 
they were obliged by shot to open an avenue through the trees ; 
the embrasures were also not correctly formed, and therefore 
during the night they were altered. As the object was so small, 
and the vessels and English batteries were within each other's 
shot, and in the line of fire, it would have been impossible, at 
any rate to continue the bombardment during the night: but 
several gun-boats took that opportunity to pass the castle. 

On the morning of the 17th the cannonade began again. The 
Captain Pacha resuming his station, fired with the greatest cor- 
rectness and velocity* The French had, from the retinue about 
the spot, discovered that some distinguished person was stationed 

there. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 59 ) 

there, and suspecting him to be the Captain Pacha, turned 
against this work a 24 pounder and a mortar; but he answered 
shot for shot with the same undauntedness. 
: On the 18th the wall of the salient angle exposed to the 
battery began to fall, and open the enemy's guns ; but they 
still worked them^ although the Turks, creeping whbin fifty 
yards of the works, covering themselves by the felled date trees 
which formed the glacis, maintained a constant fire of mus* 
quetry. Another French gun-boat had been sunk, and now one 
was set on fire by a shell from the Turks, which blew up with & 
considerable explosion, sinking with her falling yards the fourth 
and last. In the evening Sir Sydney Smith, who had been ac- 
tively employed in fitting out four captured dgerms at Rosetta, 
sent them to attack the castle at the south-east front; after 
firing several rounds, the wood-work of the carronades broke 
from the recoil, and they were obliged to retire. Towards night 
a mortar battery which had been erected considerably to the 
right, within three hundred yards of the Nile, and nine hun- 
dred of the castle, under the directions of Captains Lemoine and 
Duncan, fired some shells with extraordinary accuracy ; onef of 
them pitched on the center of the roof, and tore avvay the flag 
irtaff and colours, which the French never dared to erect again. 
On the morning of the 19th, at eight o'clock, a white flag was 
cautiously elevated above the parapet of the castle, when all 
firing from the English ceased, though not so immediately on 
tlie part of the Turkish gun-boats and Captain Pacha, who did 
not see it for some time. An oflSicer then came out with' a 
fetter from the commandant, who requested six hours armi- 
stice, in order to settle the terms of the capitulation. Lord 
Dalhousie returned for answer, that the garrison, mustsurrender 
prisoners of war at discretion, but that he would give them 
private property, and six hours to pack up their effects; which 
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Was agreed to ; and fortunate was tlieir surrender, as in a few 
hours t4ie Turks, eager for the assault, would have stormed 
the place. 

The defence of the garrison had been very good, and did the 
commandant much credit.* 

An event now took place, which nearly destroyed the har-* 
mony and co-operation subsisting^between the English and the 
Captain Pacha. The capitulation had been granted without 
consulting him, and he felt indignant at a treatment which he 
imagined might proceed from a wilful neglect. Sir Sydney Smith,, 
who, as soon as he was informed that the terms were settled 
without the Captain Pacha's being previously acquainted with 
them,, foresaw what would happen, went in person to remedy 
the mischief, but could only induce him by his refu-esentations 
to sign the capitulation^ not accept the flag of the fort, or view 
the transaction in its real light : he complained that a former 
flag of truce had come out of the fort, with the nature of which 
he had been. left unacquainted; but was pacified as to this, 
when he was told that the communication had only related to 
the restoration of an Arab child, which had beai driven in 
a boat under the castle walls ; and on Lord Dalhousie going 
himself, and representing that no neglect was intended, the^ 
memory of the transaction was obliterated, and this meritorious 
officer was always afterwards a great favourite. -f- Notwith- 
standing the good sense of the Captain Pacha, he was jealous 

^ Daring this siege^ an officer of the Qoecn's lost his Y\f6 by having, at his oat-posts^ 
given an order to the sentries to fire on any person who did not answer to the first challenge 
during the night. A remarkable fatality converted this precaution into his own death 
warrant . - > ,» 

t Lord Dalhousie had been appointed commandant of the siege> with full powers^ by 
Colonel Speneer. The Captain Pacha'never announced his intention of being present^ nor 
could it be supposed that he intended to take the command. 
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of these attentions, being then unacquainted with the character 
and frank integrity of hi& new allies. 

At three o'clock the garrison marched out, and laid down 
their arms on the glacis. The old respectable commandant, 
who had been thirty years in the service, was visibly affpcted 
when he ordered his people to ground their «Tns, and covered 
his face with his handa. 

The number of men taken was 268, of which l60 were well 
clothed and able soldiers, having recently come from France ; 
the remamder were ihvalids, but all capable of service in a 
garrison. About forty men had been killed and wcmnded dur- 
ing the siege. 'A Turk who had been taken was found in the 
fort ; and sevend black ladies,*, with a pretty French woman, 
marched out A comely fece, and a white straw hat, with a 
^vreath of flowers, was an agreeable sight, where only she 
monsters had been before seen. 

It was now found, that previous to the siege ©n the jeast side 
was an almost practicable breach, made by the former pressure 
of the Nile against the wall, but which the Captain Pacha's fire 
had considerable enlarged. Amongst- the guns w'ere several 
of the Cormorant's carronades, and a beautiful French 24 
pounder. 

The surrender of this castle was an event of moment, since the 
fort secured the command of the Nile^ and removed much un- 
easiness respecting an attack to relieve it. Why such a post, 

* An officer of; the artillery asking how much a black vo>P^ cost,, nsentioncsi) the word 
EspagQol (signifying Spanish dollars) > which reminding the unfortunate female of -that term 
so often made use of at her sale^ she suspecte4 a second barter^ and giving a dreadful yell, 
ran and hid herself^ bat her pleasure was as great to find that her master did not mean to 
dispose of her. . At the Alexandria camp^ however, five sailors clubbed and bought a wo- 
man, brought by the Arabs to market, for seven dollars -, Ae cried much daring the auction^ 
but when her lot was decided, quietly submitted to be led by a cord to the lake, where she 
was stripped naked, scrubbed well, then embarked in a beat,, and carried off to their ship. 
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when abandoned to its fate, had so considerable a garcison left, 
is a question not to be resolved but by the enemy. General 
Reynier observes, that the English asked, on seeing only 
maimed soldiers march out, ** where the garrison was ?" but 
either this is a Gallicism, or the General has been grossly mis- 
informed. 

The facility with which Rosetta and St. Julien had been 
taken, inspired hope, aad General Hutchinson determined to 
press on his operations against the interior. On the 23d there- 
fore he sent the Quarter Master General and his staff, and on 
the 26th himself arrived at Rosetta^ having on his way paid a 
visit to the Captain Pacha in Aboukir Ba}', who had returned 
oa board of his ship. 

General Coote was left in the command of the army before 
Alexandria, a command which required extraordinary vigi- 
lance, much judgment, and arrangement, without the pleasure 
of active service, or the brilliancy of a successful warfare. 
His camp was, now very bare of troops, and his lines too 
extensive for the force ; yet he was to be more weakened,^ 
and still expected to maintain himself. Such was the ne- 
cessity. 

The officers of the army who went to Rosetta, expected to 
find Savary's glowing description of its beauties realized, as they 
had found some justice in his remarks on that Desert, which 
separates Aboukir and Alexandria. Their mortification was ex- 
treme, to discover that the boasted delights of this city only 
<!onsisted in comparison. The sight of verdure after that baiTen 
waste is a gratifying novelty, which pleases and fascinates the 
eye, in proportion to the previous suflfering of the ti'aveller, re- 
lieving his despondency, and charming the senses. For two 
or three miles immediately on the bank of the Nile, tow^ards 
St. Julien, is certainly a luxuriant vegetation, but beyond that, 
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and over in the Delta, the scenery is bleak. To the south, hills 
of sand are only to be seen. . , 

Rosetta is built of a dingy red brick ; a great part of the town 
is in ruins, many of the houses having been pulled down by the 
French for fuel : the streets are not more than two yards wide, 
and full of wretches, which the pride of civilized man revolts 
at to acknowledge human. The quantity of blind is prodin 
gious ; nearly every fifth inhabitant has lost, or has some hu- 
mour in his eyes ; the erisypelas, the dropsy, the leprosy, the 
elephantiasis, all kinds of extraordinary contortions, and lusus 
naturae, constantly offend the sight. 

Filth, musquitos of the most dreadful sort, vermin of every, 
kind, women so ugly, that, fortunately for Europeians, their 
faces are concealed by a black cloth veil,* in which two eye 
holes are cut, stench intolerable; houses almost uninhabitable,^ 
form the charms of Rosetta and Savary's garden of Eden* The 
quay is alone a handsome object, and this certainly might be 
made noble. On it General D'Estaign had fitted up a house in 
the Italian style, in which were the only clean apartments in. 
the city, excepting a house belonging to Mrs. D'Arcy. 

The Nile, the celebrated Nile, afforded, uncombined with 
its bounties and wonderful properties, no pleasure to the sight ; 
the muddy stream, rotten banks, putrifying with the fatness. of 
the slime left from the waters ; its narrow breadth, not being 
more than a hundred yards across, impressed with no idea of 
majesty ; but a reflection on the miraculous qualities of this 
river, an anticipation of the luxuries which the very kennelly 
waters \^ould aflford, rendered it an object of considerable gra- 
tification. 

* The Mahometan ladies consider their faces as the sacred part of modesty^ aod are totdly 
indifferent 89 to the. concealment of the rest of their persons. These faces they are particular 
in ornamenting on the forehead, cheeks, and chin, with large blue blotches, resembling the 
tattooing, which sailors Qte to mark themsebev with. 
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•ISiebaih^' at'ttdscttartfri^fe Esteemed very 'fine,' aad Savary 
<?<^sei^bie» theitt 'as sU'dft ;' ti^refOT^^ tmi'st be mentioned. 

'THe'i^vfribtt^-feii*itog^f'^tht^'fii-sr"ih'to' a Targe saloon, where 
many people are laying naked in bed', V getting up, having 
J)«rfotrttefaHiWfi''AfitHo!fe?"ite'^iien pWsi^'thi^^^ naiTow pas- 
•Bi^,'5^rirtffinli^BteriSiv^'ftpm''iihe'abiises allowed in them, 
^wMtt'^^adK-'Bectim^^'^^^aadaiif w^i-mer; tilt die' steam Wt is 
J*imi>st<»irf«6(<«rabft^T''^i^^h'^ afriVes "in %" rcJotii ivbere the 
'biith^-M^Rfe^fe^ iWlfii15et'bif =ha.^e''d'^pe6'^Ie,'VA' various 'atti- 
i?»^,'^iii^ih^^«fc'^afcfei'j-^HftrM^?a^'tilnydo^^^ 
^m,' l^rfi' gl(in4s''iiIfed'%W''<^dtttbn^'' "tt^fr^'lio'fWct' ^ualid 
tSgtff«i; SH^tH^YMfftalci 'h^ir-ds," e^ceJitiilg'Wmtiy- tuft q^" Wiron 




iBi4st^ril?sM4 H^^ '^^y f'^6h' coill^;r^^iirt'S\'^m%\i|^^^ 
the air is so tainted and opjpressiver' llftiiiclreas 'o¥ Bjiglist, 
afltl^(*<M -^ '^tfdfefeft^eibh', attempted 'to'l^^^^ Is^far'^s £h© 
|jat!bB;'btart^vfejrcfiol&igc<! to ttidi back wheli tbey'bafl'adVanee^ 
ilittte»*^tty/ • Th<5 Mosaic pavement, with whiclii^h'owev^f^ the 
flooMT'aVe paSdid," te'feally beautiful, and rejpays some iiicon- 
Tebieiktt;'-* ' ■• "' •'•■•• ■•■'•- '"■ ■'■' '''"'• 

■»lh'th* toWh had tieen foiitid largfe Freiicn lii'agJ^zTne^) ind 
Aitoohr'jiriVat* property.' 'The coftinfandait of the placeVSt. Toe, 
particiilft^Iystiffered,' having been obfi^ed to leav^'^lrhis bag- 
gagie belwfidv "Madame Mtncki haci'rfetired in 'time, but seve- 
js&l Egyptian ladies, wives to the French officers, were left, 
whcall tedfelved tlie^most generous pmteltffidti fttthf Ihef tlnglish. • 
By the greatest exertion^, the town Iiad beei) jjayed .fropi a 
Turkisl^, pillage, only a few houses being [JundQved, aad these 
but tpifliflgly : amongst tbose who lost some property, was Mrs. 
D*Arcy, the sister of Wortly Montague's wife; she bad resided at 
Bosetta many years , having married a merchant, by whom she 
lias a son, whose learning aad researches will probably one day 
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throw much light on that interestjjpg coijntry.; uuibrtunaitely, 
she had through appreheiision left h^ bquse; the Turks findwig 
it empty entered, buton)JtQol^SQ^l9p}aJk^^,^|^dxlidnot 
with a most valuable library. . , f^.,^ . . , vm 

The day for advancing being ^xgi^j^ ffifi,f>p<^jy Pacha de- 
termined to move on >v^ith rhis t7Qop^ 49,;^ch resolution he 
was much encouragecl, as his influence, oy^r. his o\v».iumji and 
the inhabitants would prove fcon[i»h» preseqiqe. alqapt/^ of ^reat 
advantage^ but wlien his j^jeal and ^tlvitj w^e tiicludedr the 
measure became p£ th!^ fijfst coi^equenqe. StiUlie^lid not allow 
unalloyed satisfaction at this intention to befelt4 . From unac- 
countable prejudices, he insisted on the necall of Sir Sydney 
Sinith, the saviour ofthe Turkish, empire., <The Turks. proba* 
bly never forgave t|iat^ generous honesly, which would not be- 
tray an eheni^, and they attributed to him the defeat of the 
Grand Tiair at Heliopolis,* , . r . 

Sir Sydpiey was endeared to officers and men. by his conduct, 
courage, and affability. With pride they beheld, the hero of 
Acre ; with admiration they reflected on t^e coijivention of El 
Arish ; they had witnessed his exertions, ,and caliculated on his 
enterprize. The Arabs regarded him as a superior being. To 
be the friend of Smithy was the highest honour they coveted, 
and his word the only pledge th^y required. No trouble, no 
exertions, no 6xpence, had been spared by thim to obtain their 
friendship, and elevate in their opinions the national chaxacter. 



* Sir Sy^nejr^ oo r^oelviag :^ofd jK^tt^'a reft^ to the^ronre^^i of £1 Ariih^ 'instandj 
sent off an express with it to Cairo^ as he knew General Kleb^ was to evacuate that citj^ im- 
mediately on the faith of that treaty > thus preferring the maintenance of his. own and na- 
tion's honour to a^lemporary sdvai^t^ger. • The messenger arrived a ifiew hoars' heibre Ae'^a- 
^ation was to have bfon completed, apd tho ^oaa^qp^spptBiwo.vr^ hnowit. - fiat'oertainly 
the Turks had so fully depended on its executign^ ,as.to have adyanceil without artillery or 
ammunition. 
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Btit the order i^aS gi^dn; "and Miniohsfrdnce woul<f have been 
unworfliyV it is thie; thait as' a seahrcn hie'conld not iJomplain 
on being'ordefed to reas^ume the'coricitAaaid of hi& ship ;' but the 
high powei^ he hkd been Ihvest^d "with, 'the abiK^ he had dis- 
pldyed'as a soidierand stdtesman, eniitl^df him to a superior situ- 
atioh in thirf ex?pieditiott,"hhd the irite'^esrt of the scmce seetfied 
iXf requite, that the-ccaineiion'he tiad formed vfHAi thb'iKiamei 
Itikes; 'should through liim^ "be maintained. TRief artai^,' thferes 
fore, sa# Sir Sydney leav^ them Adth t-eci^t, • butr hi^ barri^d 
tritK4ihnihelrl)eiSt' Wished and giatitudfe: ^ ' '' )' ' ' ' '* 't i 

Coloriei Moritresor, oi^ the 18th, was apt/dinted to fe^e ioraiJ. 
mslndadt of Ttosetta, fdr \rbich liituatioili rio' xyffic^er'coiild hare 
beeai better sSelectJ^d, as it was one which tieqirired very coinci-- 
Hating totaiiners kAd' discretion.* ''^ ' ' <'^ - '^ * 

Previously to quitting Rosetta, accotititi^ came that the Ghris- 
tikns of aVil^^ lii the Belta had been inurdef ^d by the Turks. 
Generar Hutchison- fearing tHiit this tniglit bcf tfife sigridl' fbir a 
general tnafssdcnfe, obtained from the Ck]{)t'atti Paiha ah ledict^ 
A*rhi6h menaced with the sevterest punishnientihose #Ka should 
be guilty of the crime. 

Oii the 2d of May an Arab, who had been in tJie "Freiich ser- 
vice, joined the patrole in the Delta; and two Eriglish sailors, 
who had belonged to the Cormorant^ with fWo Arab*, the satnfe 
day esciaped from the enemy, and atiived in the British camp ; 
they could give no very important ihfbrmation, but their joy 
was excessive, to find themselves again amongst their coun- 
trymen. .?. . ) ' T -., • 



• A general amnesty and exemption from requisition had been assured the inhabitanU ; 
but the Turkish general in Eosetta^ notwithstanding^ levied a contribution of fifty, purses qu 
the merchants^ each purse to contain five hundred piastres 5 and threatened then> with straa- 
gHng if they discovered the transanctipn to the Captain Pacha or to the Engli^ In £ve ^ys 
the money wai paid. Such transactions as these made such a command very delicater 
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,. A fipw ^9y9r l)efow?,f w^sjieogen: l^ad,arxived.f|rom,Moc^c^ Bey, 
with an answer tfi. a letlreT.^enJt j^onv ^he English Conun^ndegrin 
Chief, accompanied by the Grand Si^or's. fia](i,a^,atv4,Pap^n 
Faclia'a. gnaiaatee. of; prcrtectioru , I^ ^3j:jre^ the- E^gli^L rget 
neral, that if , his army aidvajQced towf^siQ^ir^y j^e wQuJii,J9|j» 
jlum, J^t^tv. observed tha,t he, 4^re»Qt.inaJl5e, a. decisive i|aqyefjiLeiji,t 
pievioB^y:; .ai^d inaJetter.tp^SirfS^dnjiy.he.Ttrbtp^ ".Hpwf^ 
I.berattached.fr^ thcjl'rench?-. B[f.v^ ti^ey.^flt depfjly/^d mprof 
my. soyereigptj, my. howtuf, and. i;ev.e^ue ?. (bHt i^, i?. pj* :*h? 
English faith alone I <^.d^pead.. The X«5ks^ay.e.P9 iti|ii|tto 
iny 9oj^fideo<?e." ..AUndijosf,tOithf h<wtiJity .of.theTvirk&. against 

hip>> ai>4 tti^ i^w*^^**^ J?*v^*^'^<'J^: f>f pfippkwhar^MtQfep^.the 
aoflie fa^th, he beautifully, eJ^pre^ses hirosolf, ," Mela^ehaly. i| 
It to reflect, that the arrow whichh^i$tRe]^,|ii Ihss^^ej^gjbe'jWfing 
_^Ta9^<^a.Vip\rii3W<Je.Qf,ftjij?agle> feather."*; . ,v^ i :.: • 
, , It vas noTf that the general received advice jofhii^.de^ : he 
hajd bepUv^eiwd/vitJi thP,,plaguQ« vhi^jst,gr^di^a(l^i#sj9ei^4ipg 
IjheljrUe tQijoii^ the^nglisK three days bejfpre his decease, .and 
expired . OXK the isd of April Twice iri . the fpwner .part »£ hi? 
hfe had he been cured of this malady, but his cpn^itution.was 
Jftttein^y. impaiDe4. by his .an?;i€ties. The Mwneli^ this year 
hftd;8wff(?j;ed.8f veyely from the plague ; for in Upper Egypt this 
fever ba4 raged gp violently a^ to d^troy sixty. thousand pcopJe, 
ftAd forty ,thpU9and in<ifwro were attacked with it.. On his death 
bed Morad charged Osmau Bey T^rabourgi»t. whom he had rev 



* Many reasons fcobid the publication of the whole of this Interesting letttor, bttt ¥l U pit- 
•erVfed at « very Tohiable docmnent, which heceafter will refloct oonsiderable credit on the 
charaottr of our ooantry, as esteemed at that time in Egypt. One passage wiO daotdate 
this— Morad« after praying for the destruction of the French, adds^ " I have nerer'^^eit 
" any body's protection, but I M&'a^ that'of die British, for Ihave'ever cobkidered them as 
" more fiuthful to their word thah European Courts.*^' 

t So called from having been a drummer qngmaPy amongst tht MJBiBfJnkfs. 
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comraei^ed as his successor, to attach himself to i 
Tlie frencji say;* 'ince^ersdi hni flife'p^odf^ii'rffWs 



the English, 
fbrtiWr COTS. 



ordipari 



^: 



^'dfekth"of thl^ ext^- 



ntf^^re^^^^^ they buried ^Ww at 

Saouagiie, riear Ta]iik,'^^fj;is& i1ie(i6nipK'ihfeiii^tD'h4s takmr 




fwe siotoWlil^^^ best; ' ' ' ''"'' '" "' > ' "^^ -■ 

«'ii^pr»£['^Me^V&^^ man ;'ie' '^ifeeksydrih'aiJ 

emineut cleffree, the virtues and tHe weak life^MS^rh^^^ 
tiiat pqint of cmlUa^^ the^Mamelukes dteamV^fl'al'' '^b^ri- 
dbned tioaltthe impetuosity o£ his passions^ ift liiiS firet emdtitrtis 
he wast tembt^ ;' tlut^is vehemence frequently sufesitfed ini'aii 
extrenje weakness. Gifted by iiature with IHat a^fceild^nfc^ of 
€haract,er which inarks men for empire, he possessed^ t\i6 mstin'ci 
to commarid, without any knowledge of the duties bfli'^dt^fiior. 
Pifodigai ajia japacious, he' lavished on all his fHend^^iilrid^'thfen 
opjpre^siej^^^ supply his owii w^rits. 'To tiieiie^^ene- 

ral trai]^' naust be added an extraordi'iiiary'sti-iferi^th^if Bbdy;''^ 
courage n^^ io be daunted, 'an,d h cohfidencife su^efibf tb Aiis- 
foj:tune!^ which never for a nioment deserted him ih all the nu- 
merous crfeei of his .distracted ' ' 

. Mofad^Bey had fought for his independence as long ias theUe 
was prospect of success, but desertfed by theTurK^;f arid "pte^sed 
t)y fcrerieral Desaix, he had no other lifterhatiVe' than to be 

♦ See the Appendix. 

t He had inforznation of a penoxr being eren appointed to assassinate him* 

driveik 
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driven from the whole qf Jjiis ^^Vjernment, or compromise for a 
paijU w4 h^.JV!<Vr9i?u4^ m^^.^^^^o tre^^^ 

never wfts iu Imm^'^W^^i .^^;feiif V?i,^fe^ 
forbad the friendship, independent of othe* motives, 

persop^l 

raiik; a§s^p>bled ^ t the 

of th? gr^^t ,411^3^^,^^ 

lity she could possibly .. — „_-,^-,_--,„,^^._^ ^^ ,^ 

theyounfl Bejiuh^iraois with ^ ring oi considefable value. A tew 
days j^ft^wards a contribution was lai,d oUrher pfopcxty^rpfTar 
greater extent than lier proportion had previojusly been nxed at^ 
afjd ^TOuph.. beyond her means to j pay. On con>plaint jbeing^ 
ii^€;,.i^l^e^|received for answer, " that as it was Understood she 
still ppsseftSQi^^^i^y ppstly ornamjentSj^ no imt^gatiph could be 
pleadecL" This eM^rtion then appeared to be foiindjeclrOn thVpre- 
s^n^,?l^e,^^d,^p gen,ej;puMy, but as i1^ proved, ir^pru^n^^^ 
tq t^,^e|ftl^y.^ of Bponaparte, with tl^ ip^ot^ve of shewing honour 
to,thatgeaeml. As such it was considered as the grossest breacli 
of feith and. hospitality, nor dould Mprad Bey ^vier gpealc of ihe 
traji^si^tio^L^i^^pi^tfthe bitterest p::i^pr^ssions of indighatioiji. \^ 
^The^cl^yi ^fore ,tlie apny moved;,, tiie Sheik of Bh'ahianieh^ 
son c^Hie;t;p Iips^)tta>,.hia^v^ng bgen^deput^d by, the inhabitants 
tppliedgfijfp^lty to, thQ.X^rks, anditp obtain the assurance of 
protection from the Captain PacKa and the English Geriejrat; 
since they feared that whenever the arijiies moved a a;ai list Ktia- 
j^iapiehr ,the defence of the ;FrencU.wpu)d, involve ^hemin^^ 
str^ctioiD. \!jHis» .f}i|>her^ be^ stated, had been arrested by the 
Frei^ch, gen^qf^l whp cpnjm^nded thej-e, was char^ep 4itlvyol^ 
ing a correspondence to^ betraythe pljace, and momentarily ex-? 
pected to suflfer death. . '' ^ 

' /' '^ ' ^ ^' "" ' '' ^ The 
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T^hfi effcctj]?€J,fQr<je oCijthe English. .ftripy-^^pml^led at El 
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»]■ 



©^ tiie,waiitj9f-.lxar*ea^^to 4iJ^.tbpcannan[> fiadojf oapidfti?^ 
cwryft^ie ftn^ipupiti^i^ «rn4 water for the fli^o^/t^^e not b^ii^ 
aJtnQ>w.pQe^ud altogetlwr„ wa^.ftv)ery)^ioui?:4i$a4 vantage* 
..'^On tb^ .4»th of May tl^e.^Q^U mgimmU ^f^oi ^he IStJidja- 
gpW&i auda body of Afnau^, a»Quntiug tq^ n^^ 1200 ^i&n^ 
^n^ea: the. cominaAd qf |Qp4<^ft^l Stu^ werq ordered tp, crp» 
t^e Nile,, a^d tajjce post;^t^ c^i^al of Bmmbal, with inatruCf 
tioD9 to pQnfotpi his^iQoyejHieat^ to rtj^ main army. . With thi§ 
eolunm were ^pointed ; . .. . 

4 Tup^wh gun? with horaepr " 

2 Six poua^ders . . - 

^ Royal howiteers 
I 2 Medium 12 poundon;. ' 

These were directed to reipadn in the boats until wanted, of 
sufficient bullocks could be obtained to drag them ; but^ositive 
ordeis were issued that receipts should be.gii^en for whatever 
w|is taken, not to make use of the French mode of supplying 
th^ir wantfk ' : 

In crossing, the flat sunk, and several Albanians were drown* 
ed, noT would the rest embark again ucttil tJhe 39^ shewed them 
the example. May the 5th the maiji axmy marched in two co* 
lunms, the Turks preceding ; one passed along the Nile, the 
eth^ along the sh(»re of JLake £dko. The advanced guard 
consisted of the 11th light dragoons, the C^^can Rangers, the 
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40thflattk6o!BpanieSi th^ Qatfeb's, and 58th, under the erders 
of Colonel Spencer; General Craddock's brigjld^tras *toiii|/6feed 
of the 8th, 18th, 79th, and 90thTegimeritsl^"«V?t}i the 12th dra- 
goons, and a dfetetehment of the 26th.* G^etfei^l'^Doyle's of the 
1st, 50th, 92dv^rid 30th. The Turkish aittij^/^fhder the orders 
of the Caia Befjr, Was about 4000 strong. With this force moved, 
12 field pieces;-^^ yrfd eight Turkish field pretefe'. Many Turkish: 
gun-vessels andi£nglish armed dgerms sailed at Uie same time, 
^hd thfe'iVatofe^<Wt dgerms foUbwed. Crfptain Stevensbn^bftlie 
nuiffl WHo^fesidbdequeht'zeal and gallaltiti^ rehderfed ^6hf-M- 
vitifei; ■ *^i^tikattiii<i<ite. bf' the tfh<ife, aiid with him mve €api 
tftmsG«*r>' tfnA'Morriibto, ofRcets of the gfeatest^'A(iei*it: ''^he 
?\rrks'trioiea' Witfh' sk/me W^larity; knd did 'h<yt"fiWr'6ffthfei4 
ftius^itti^ti '^3 4(rttaeif\y: -Oii the taMkfi:^,'^!^!!©^ 'M^fedniiiieff; 'thb 
Fwnce^f IF^ZjVlibhia^ bolrie fVotn :Mbi^ift'B*^,*j6infedrhf8 ^i 
tendafets'wereb«t fetr^ but thbse tery fitte men,' well ajlpoiiitfedj . 
and himself was mounted on an Arabian marei'bf ^btiiifl^^'blig' 
excellence. This singular imant was'i(i^ri«idetf6<ll by the inhabi- 
tants as a saint; his piety had acquired this^d^^cter, and hid- 
bravery could only be accounted "for fi*om' fcis^consciousness of" 
being invulnerable. Alwa5^s a deterfnined enettiy^of the French., 
ht had' headed theih^tih-ection at DAmbfthour,Mrh^ BiilrffaaJiidtTC- 
was iriSyrtk, '<fad ccwtributedf muth t6 retard tlief^ubi^qtteh^ 
caf)itulati^ df'CJ^n). A i-ewafd had beiei^ set M WiieajS.iitii 
he gaiaedigi^te* trittrtijih frofal tfcefi^defity-o^f'th^ people':: 
his dark eye was remarkably keen, his face florid,' aftd ex-Jt- 
tremely hfaftdfeOMe J'! Ai^ tu/Baii'i4ndii¥tft)fe=^Wife ^Rite, ' fedged. 
with gold; i» red M'^oM'«^i!tbirbiia«i«d^«ft;h^^^^ sii^^^Bd^d. 
fk«>'his sJwtJWfiM by«»:bro«d 'gild*lk6e'»bi^/Jhis>;8rms<^v^ 

sUperibHy -flfee; hiB- H(i*8^a*dhip^ttiid -deil^lty a^Aiii^ft!^';: 
idd^^^ e^i^j^ tocrtion W^M %m^#&lV) lA^kkdnMsP/ydf^ &^^ 

' '^ forced. 
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forced an imnfiediate idea of his pretension^ and character. 
He pfophesied success to the English, and remained their 
zealous friend;. but after the fall of Cairo, avarice produced 
him enemies, and he was compelled to fly from Turkish per- 
secution. A few days previously he capie to seek the General^ 
from whom he had received every proof of favour and regard, 
but who unfortunately was now gone into Cairo. His counte- 
nance had lost his animation, and his spirit seemed broken with 
misfortune* ' i 

^ The army halted on the. rear of the canal of Deroute, and 
lencamped in two lines, arriving on the ground about three 
o'clock in the afternoon ; but it was afterwards thought that 
the Turks, who had encaxii^ped in the first line, were ^ot suffi- 
ciently supported by the English, therefore, at six o'clock the 
next morning, the Btitish camp advanced. 

General Hutchinson, who had received advices of the Grand 
Vizirs army having arrived, at Salahieh, and of his advanced 
guard having taloen. possession of Balbeis without meeting any 
oppositiofiy with the assurance of the Vizir that 2000 cavalry 
which he had detacbed forwards with Tizir Pacha were on 
their march to join, and would. arrive about the 6th of May in 
the English carnp^ determined to await their junction before 
he attacked the French, and particularly as the left of their 
position seemed favourable for cavalry operations. 

Colonel Stuart advanced in front of l^ontubis, a village fa- 
mous for the dancing girjs,t on the 5th instant, and on the 6th, 

* ThesfedaDcinl; giHs^ called Aimas^ whom Savary describes as beaatiful^ elegant^ and 
Toluptuous^ are frightfully hideous^ ill drest« and coarse : their movements, instead of being 
graceful, are violent and disgusting contortions of the body, inspiring Tory diiferent sensa- 
tion^ from those they are intended to excite. At Cairo there was not even a better sort 5 but 
it should be related as an instance of the state of society even among the Franks, that these 
Almas are constantly employed to dance before their women and tbemidves 3 and that at a 
vedding they become an unalienable part of the cereoiooy, and are admired in the degree 
ihat they are most indecent. 

between 
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betweetr Sindidun and Foua; some Ttirk^VeVe sent 'fot\rkrd^ 
inta the latter town, as it was understood! ihat aTr^^ 
ment was there, which regularly "wfent* to' p pirdvisidnS, 

money, &c. ^ / / ^^'^ 

Col6nel Stdart and Lord Blai^'eV^^^ proceeding i^ 
were metlby isome Arab's,' VftfryihgTourlfteads of fVencl^ 
wh6 had tjeen siirpVised ill the toWV but the'temaindeVof 'the 
deiachnidtit; ati officer ^U eleven men, had esciape5'acrofes*tb 
El Aft. The exultation of the inhabitants was very grfeat S?t 
&6femgWi^s^'r^iekWg''lrb^ifes and was biily surpassed "by khe 
&(ifc!amk«'6hl Wifli^fiiailftey'haned the arrirkl of Ihe Bfilfth 
officet^/^^''-' ^''•^■'^''^;^ ' ':' " ^ ' /^ ^ V ' ' "''"' 
''''f^\^&Sidif(M^'^^^ ^alibried atHhe backbf ^life 

i^ratid' in ^«h^^tle^'6ii\Tie 

body of Eclaireurs ^^m^. ' Ct>16nel'SfLrt'ha3'tlnfe"d^ 
giftis'to b^'broi^'t 'n^ directly] land another deWdimeri^ of 
Albirite 'artithig, he placed the M^hole befeitfd^^bSiikVVfiai^^ 
bWsk'fit^^oTitiusqtifeft^y and Artnierycoiariigri^^d^j^Whlfcfr 
tihti^d fliiHtig/the eviehing and part of "^tlie niglit^ ' Ttie'Frehfch 
attempted to pass four gun-boats, -bul Wo' were sun'l^ !jy flie 
Tui^^, one was destroyed by themselves (a ^he'gun-vesse5)^ and 
only bfie estapeH ; '^6 krge dgerms were abandoned, anki se^ 
veral oYthe enemy were killed. ' ' ? * • 

General Hutchinson was very a*ngry with the Turks 'for 's£ifl 
continuing the practice bf mangling and cutting off the heads 
of the prisoners; and the Ca^^tain Pacha, at his remonstrance, 
again issued very severe orders against it; but the Turks" jus- 
tified themselvtes for the massacre of the French by the tnas- 
sacre at Jaffa, As this act and the poisoning of the sick have 
never been credited, because of such enormities being so in- 
credibly atrocious, a digression to authenticate them may not 
be deemed intrusively tedious ; and had not the influence of 
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power interfered, the act of accusation would have been pre- 
ferred in a more solemn manner, and the damning proofs pro- 
duced by penitent agents of these murders ; but neither me- 
naces, recompense, nor promises, can altogether stifle the cries 
of outraged humanity, and the day for retribution of justice is 
only delayed, 

Buonaparte having carried the town of Jaffa by assault, many 
of the garrison were put to the sword ; but the greater part 
flying into the mosques, and imploring mercy from their pur- 
suers, were granted their lives ; and let it be well remembered, 
that an exasperated army in the moment of revenge, when the 
laws of war justified the rage, yet heard the voice of pity^ 
received its impression, and proudly refused to be any longer 
the executioners of an unresisting enemy. Soldiers of the 
Italian army, this is a laurel wreath worthy of your fame, a 
^trophy of which the subsequent treiason of an individual shall 
not deprive you. 

Three days afterwards, Buonaparte, who had expressed much 
Tesentment at the compassion manifested by his troops, and 
determined to reUeve himself from the maintenance and care 
of three thousand eight hundred prisoners,* ordered them to 
be marched to a rising ground near Jaffa ; where a division of 
French infantry formed against them. \Vhen the Turks had en- 

* Buonaparte had in person previously inspected the whole body^ amounting to near five 
-thousand men, with the object of saving those who belonged to the towns he was preparing 
to attack. The age and noble physiognomj of a veteran Janissary attracted his observation^ 
and he asked him sharply, " Old man, what did you do here ?" The Janissary, undaunted, 
replied, " I must answer that question by asking you the same ; your answer will be, that 
you^me to serve your Sultan 5 so did I mine." The intrepid frankness of the reply excited 
universal interest in his favour. Buonaparte even smiled, '^ He is saved,*' whispered some 
of the aids de camp. " You know not Buonaparte," observed one who had served with him 
in Italy, " that smile, I speak from experience, docs not proceed from the sentiment of be- 
nevolence ; remember what I say/* 'Hie opinion was too true* The J'anissary was left in the 
Tanks^ doomed to deaths and suffered. 
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tered into their, fatal alignment, and the mournful preparations 
were completed, the signal gun fired. VoUies of musquetry 
and grape instantly played against them ; and Buonaparte, who 
had been regarding the scene through a telescope, when he 
saw the smoke ascending, could not restrain his joy, but broke 
out into exclamations of approval ; indeed, he had just reason 
to dread the- refusal of his^ troops thus to dishonour themselves^ 
Kleber had remonstrated in the most strenuous manner, and 
the officer of the Etat Major who commanded (for the general 
to whom the division belonged was absent) even refused to exe- 
cute the order without a written instruction ; but Buonaparte 
Was too cautious, and sent Berthier to enforce obedience. 

When the Turks had all fallen, the French troops humanely 
endeavoured to put a period to the sufferings of the wounded, 
but some time elapsed before the bayonet could finish what the 
fire had not destroyed, and probably many languished days in 
agony. Several French officers, by whom these details are 
partly furnished, declared, that this was a scene, the retrospect 
of which tormented their recollection, and that they could not 
reflect on it without horror, accustomed as they had been to 
sights of cruelty. 

These were the prisoners whom Assalini, in his very able 
work on the Plague, alludes to, when. he says, that for three 
days the Turks shewed no symptoms of that disease, and it was 
their putrifying remains which contributed to produce the pes- 
tilential malady which he describes as afterwards making such 
ravages in the French arniy. 

Their bones still lie in heaps, and are shewn to every traveller 
who arrives; nor can they be confounded with those who 
perished in the assault, since this field of butchery lies a mile 
from the town. 

Such a fact should not, however, be alleged without some 
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proof, pr leading circumstance stronger than assertion, beijng 
pi'pduced to support it ; but there would be a Want of generosity 
in^ijanjiing individuals, and bi^anding theni to the latest posterity 
witjlji.ifljFainy.fqr obeyioig^.coipmfl^nd when. their .subniission be- 
came an act of necessity,, -^nce U]\e whole 3frmy did not mutiny 
against the e^pcxutpn ; therefore to establish further the authen- 
ticity of the relation, this oinly can be mentioned, that it was 
Bonn's division which fired, and thus every one is afforded the 
opp<j)rtuijity pf .satisfying themselves respecting the truth, by 
ei^quiijing of officeiis serving in the different brigades composing 
tjiis division. . 

^ The next circumstance is of a nature which requires indeed 
the most particular details to establish, since the idea can 
s,c;*rce be^ entertained that the commander of an army should 
order his own countrymen (or if not immediately such, those 
amongst whom. he had been naturalized,) to be deprived of 
existence, when in a state which required the kindest consider- 
ation. But the annals of France record the frightful crimes of 
a Robespierre, a Carriere, and historical truth must now recite 
one equal to any which has blackened its page. 

Buonaparte finding that his hospitals at Jaf& were crowded 
with sick, sent for a physician, whose name should be inscribed 
in letters of gold, but which from important reasons cannot be 
here inserted ; on his arrival he entered into a long conversation 
with him respecting the danger of contagion, concluding at 
last with the remark, that something must be done to remedy 
the evil, and that the destruction of the sick at present in the 
hospital was the only measure which could be adopted. The 
physician, alarmed at the proposal, bold in the confidence of 
virtue and the cause of huqianity, remonstrated vehemently, 
representing the cruelty as well as the atrocity of such a mur- 
der ; but finding that Buonaparte persevered and menaced, he 
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indignantly left the tent, with this memorable obseh^atibn'i 
" Neither my principles, nor the character of my profession, 
will allow me to befcome a inurderer; and. General, if such 
qualities as you insinuate are necessary to form a great man, J 
thank my God that I do not possess them.** 

Buonaparte was not to be diverted from his object by moral 
considerations ; he persevered, and found an apothecary, who 
(dreading the weight of power, but who since has made an 
atonement to his mind by unequivocally confessing ' th^ fkct) 
consented to become his agent, and to administer proison to 
the sick. Opium at night was distributed in gratifying food, 
the wretched unsuspecting victims banqueted, and in a few 
hours five hundred and eighty soldiers, who had suffered so- 
much for their Country, perished thus miserably by t^e order 
of its idol. 

Is there a Frenchman whose blood does not chill with horror 
at the recital of such a fact. Surely the maties of these mur- 
dered unoffending people must be now havering round the seat 
of government, and 

If a doubt should still exist as to the veracity of this state- 
ment,^ let the members of the Institute at Cairo be asked what 
passed in their sitting after the return of Buonaparte from Sy- 
ria ; they will relate, that the same virtuous physician,, who re- 
fused to become the destroyer of those committed to his pro*- 
tection, accused Buonaparte of high treason iri the full assem- 
bly, against the honour of France, her children, and huma- 
nity ; that he entered into the full details of the poisoning of 
the sick, and the massacre of the garrison, aggravating these 
crimes by charging Buonaparte with strangling, previously at 
Rosetta, a number of French and Copts, who were ill of the 
plague ; thus proving that this disposal of his sick was a pre- 
meditated plan, which he wished to introduce into general 
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practice. In vain Buonaparte attempted to justify himself;* 
the members sat petrified with terror, and almost doubted whe- 
ther the scene passing before their eyes was not illusion. As- 
suredly all these proceedings will not be found in the minutes of 
the Institute ; no, Buonaparte's policy foresaw the danger, and 
power produced the erasure; but let no man, calculating on the 
force of circumstances which may prevent such an avowal as is 
solicited, presume on this to deny the whole : there are records 
which remain, and which in due season will be produced. In 
the interim, this representation will be sufficient to stimulate 
enquiry ; and. Frenchmen, your honour is indeed interested in 
the examination. 

Let us hope also that in no country will there be found 
another man of such Machiavelian principles^ as by sophistry 
to palliate those transactions ; nor must the judgment abuse it- 
self by bringing to recollection the horrors of the French re- 
volution, and thus diminishing the force of those crimes by tixe 
frequency of equal guilt in France during her contest for Liberty 
or Slavery.^ 

On 

* Buonaparte ^eaded that he 4>rdered the garrison to be destrc^Fed^ becanse he had not pro* 
visions to maintain them, or strength enough to guard -them ; and that it was evident if thqy 
escaped, they would act against the French, since amongst the prisoners. were five hundred 
of the garrison of £1 Arish, who bad promised not to serve again, (they had been compelled in 
passing through Jafia by the commandant to serve) ', and that he destroyed the sick to pre- 
vent contagion, and save themselves from falling into the hands of the Turks ; but these argu- 
ments, however specious, were refuted directly, and Buonaparte was at last obliged to rest his 
defence on the positions of Machiavel. When he afterwards left Egypt, the Scavans were 
so angry at being left behind, contrary to promise, that they elected the physician president 
of the institute; an act which spoke for itself fully . 

f An anecdote, alter what has been said against, should, however, be related, as a 
•proof of the commanding genius of Buonaparte, and will be told as repeated by a Frenchman 
of high consideration. '' Buonaparte, notwithstanding his successes and fame, was consi- 
dered by those who knew him best, as not in himself possessing the great qualities ascribed 
to him. We regarded him as indebted more to an extraordinary peculiar good fortune, 
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On the morning of the 7th, about ten o'clock, the Turkish 
cavalry, who had gone out on a patrole along the Nile, dis- 
covered that the French had quitted the position of El Aft, and 
nearly at the same time the English patrole on the right entered. 
It had been evacuated in the night. The position was cer- 
tainly not tenable without great danger; the canal which formed 
the front line, was to be ascended in every part with facility, 
and the left was easily to be turned ; for though the ground 
there was swampy, still cavalry could pass, and even light guns 
with some caution^ A hill of some height was in rear of the 
left, but which could not be maintained, as the Nile formed 
«uch a considerable elbow, that troc^s continuing there when 
feither flank was turned, must have been cut off; besides these 
weak points, Colonel Stuart's column completely enfiladed their 
rear, and his fire could have swept their whole position. 

forcing irresistible circunEisuaices to his advantage^ than to his own abilities and exertions. 
After his disasters and repulse at Acre, our opinion was confirmed, and we expected to see 
him return dejected, conscious of disgrace, his shame aggravated by the recollection of his 
having sent a messenger with b dispatch, and which was read in the institute, in which he 
^pressed himself, " In three days I shall be in Acre > when you open this, be assured that 
Dgezzar Pacha is no more.'* — ^The day before he entered Cairo, we received orders, to our 
astonishment, to prepare illuminations, triumphal arches, &c. for honour to the conqueron 
^f Syria and of Dgezzar Pacha. The troops who had despondingly anticipated a different 
reception, whose murmurs against the man who had planned their expedition amounted to 
mutiny, whose expressions even menaced death to him as an atonement for their seven 
thousand comrades who had perished, saw with surprise the honours paid to them, heard their 
chief and themselves stiled conquerors; and, in the delirium of vanity; forgot their injuries 
and defeats, llie next morning Buonaparte, assured of the intoxication still continuing, as- 
sembled his army on parade, distributed rewards, then moved forwards a battalion of 
grenadiers, whom he upbraided with having refused to make another assault on Acre, and 
sentenced them to carry their arms slung behind till their character was retrieved." It was 
ihen, said the narrator, we pronounced Buonaparte really a great man. We confessed bis 
•knowledge of human nature, who in a few hours could so improve his situation, and re* 
assume his influence, as to disgrace those very men, who the day before would, with the 
applause of their comrades (now approving of their dishonour) had he uttered a word of cen- 
•«ure, have instantly assassinated him. 
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In the evening Colonel "Stuart rtbVed to Surafa, and the main 
army advanced tfo 6cc\ipj'tiie pcisWod at)andx>ned; but to pre- 
vent the danget df <idntkgl6n,' "die army was encamped a little 
beyond the can^li aftdf tfe'e I^hc^' htife were ordered to be burnt 
The quantity of iiiMV4if<^^^lI^a'tte <eh Here ii almbfct incre- 
dible- %^ards di^Ki, ^inftlMrds whfen gun- 
powder was placefd dnyeAf {nein, and'they 'were blown up, the 
ground appeared as rf Wcfa^k of currants had bceii spilt 

At El Aft: ft^'fiMj^dlfdilrate st^tc^ 
opposed immediately^ \^as'*bbtalried, find" ^H^^^ s?tt6h'''fel* niaiiiaer 
that the stdry ou^lit to' be rfecorderfi A^ the-^oldifery ram- 
bled amongst the huts to find any thing dsetftil 'wKicJx might 
have escaped the conflagration/ ohe of th^* 40th ftlkik Com- 
pany saw a piece 6f papferi marked withfi^reSa^ lyrtigiattitti'gst 
the ashes; he could not read, but with a cbnsid*rati<wi which 
cannot be too much commended, weht'instantly io his dftcer, 
Captain lyAncer, who, perceiving thie papfer td be a-i^tiSffh, 
delivered the same to the general i it proved to' "be a de- 
tailed statement of the French army, as rjftified by the com- 
missariat and commanding officer, making their force amtixunt 
to 3331 men, including arfMlery, sappers, arid mitiers, -but ex- 
clusive of the cavalry, which ^as near 600 H[i6ft. 'AHcurious 
letter was also brought, v^itten fey GeAeraPBfeHfefld to another 
General, in which he complained of the weakiit^i^ of his garrison 
at Cairo, the dreadful ravages of die pkigae,''and stated that in 
six days one hundred and fifty* soldiers'^ had died, and within 
the last forty-eight hours his wife and three serpents, conclud- 
ing with the melancholy account of bis having been in conse- 
quence obliged to burn all his butin or pl4»nder: 

The same day the Turkish cavalry arrived, and disappointment 
was gteater even than when the Turkish horses were received 
at Marmorice : in fact, these troops were not real Turks, but 
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Syrians, almost nak£4, naan^if withojit^arms,^ 
serably mounted, totally undisciplined? ^^^^ ^^ ^^^^^ wild- 
ness. . Such a reinforcement, and their force did npt ^xceecji 
600 men, oiffcred no great adyantagej, yet was not , to be. r^jepte^?. 
The Captaip Pfl^cha was vexed ; particularly at t^e defalcatiQii qf 
their num|>ers ; avd.^the alleged acts of pjUage ^no, oj^pressioj^, 
which they had been guilty of in thei^r nj^^rch aprpss the lj)elta^ 
were subjects pf serious mortification, to ^q. { 
. Every body was anxious to see Fouah a? tlje ^orn;ier c^pitfil of 
Egypt, but the place was worse than Rosejtta. Good bread 
was, however, ?qld there, the French having instructed them 
in the making of it, as they here had their ovens. 

Madame Meoou's relations lived in this town, but they were 
not insulted; she had been here. a little befpre the arrival of the 
Turks, and was again obliged to fly. 

The intelligence of Mr. Keith's death, secretary to Sir Syd- 
ney Smithy was bfought this day: he had just /enbarked at 
Rosetta, when the dgerm upset, and although his body was 
soon found, his life could not be saved. It is remarkable, thalt 
he was an excellent swimmer, and that the Arabs all escaped, 
but a Turkish interpreter was also drowned. In Mr. Keith, 
Sir Sydney lost a most valuable friend, and the world an excel- 
lent man ; he was well known, and much respected in the French 
army, having been at Cairo arranging the convention with Ge» 
neral Kleber. At Acre he had particularly distinguished him- 
self, and was always sc^itous to merit the esteem of his illus- 
trious protector. 

On the morning of the 9th the army marched towards Rha- 
manieh. Colonel Stuart at the same time moving towards Des- 
soug. Colonel Murray, Assistant Quarter-Master General, 
proceeded with an advanced guard, and approached close to 
the canal of Alexandria, which originates at Rhamanieh. Some 
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horsemen were oil the banks riear the village (>f Meballet Datot, 
who came foiHvards warring theli^ ^w««ds j they proved to be 
frifendiy' Arabs, wh6 eag^ljr^ sewed the hands of Calonel Murray 
and some officers with him, and kissed them, a token of respect 
and amity which was by no means agreeable, particularly since 
it was known the plague raged in every village now before the 
army. 

Colonel Murray with Major Birch went along the canal to** 
wards the right of the French position, and Major Wilson, with 
some Arabs proceeded obliquely to its left, and advanced within 
four hundred yards of the village of Rhamanieb, forcing the 
enemy's videttes to retire a little. In ten minutes the Araba^ 
always on the look*out, discovering the French cavalry were 
mounting in the camp, and part moving out towards the Eng- 
lish army, obliged him to retire, and the French passing a divir 
sion along the canal towards Mehallet Daout> nearly cut off 
Colonel Murray and the patrole. The Commander in Chief 
could scarcely credit the report that the French had taken up 
a position with the rights centre, and left on the banks of the 
Nile ; but they seemed anxious to correct the error, as about 
six hundred cavalry now appeared on the right, of the front of 
the canaK The army had halted, the Turks being on the left, 
and the British in two lines on the right The Syrian cavalry 
had advanced and skirmished closely and sharply with the 
French, who on their part opened two guns. against them: afe 
the same time the gun-boats,^ by a breeae springing up, wcto 
enabled to come into action, and open a heavy fire upon the 
position. 

The 12th dragoons were advanced,, aftqr some time^ with two 
guns, to support the Sjrrians, and prevent the French, making, 
any movement; on the artillery unltiskbering, the French opened) 
from several guns such a fire aa to force the cavahy U> take 
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ground to the right, the first shot having carried oflf Captain 
King's leg* a^nd killeditferee hpwes; the secQud also had struck 
in the squadron* Th^ Britiih artillery^ however^ remained 
firm, maintaining the cannonade ufatil positive orders were 
brought them to retreat. As th6 enemy seemed only inclined 
to cover themselves, not to make a seridus attack, the genseml 
remained on the ground he had first halted on ; partial skir* 
mishes continued between the advanced guards, and the Turkish 
and English gun-boats kept up an incessant cannonade. Dur- 
ing the affair a French shell had set on fire a corn field, which 
burnt furiously, threatening to extend all over the country; 
happily it was extinguished. An unfortunate chance shot took 
off the leg of Colonel Thompson of the artillery as he was riding 
to the left He died afterwards at Rosetta, exciting universal 
regret. 

' Colonel Stuart had proceeded towards Dessoug, changing 
his order of march, as the 89th, the English dragoons, with ar- 
tilliery now preceded the Turks some way, the colonel antici- 
pating an attack. At half past five in the morning Colonel 
Stuart had perceived a patrole of the enemy, whorti some ofii- 
cers shortly joined, and who, after attentively reconnoitring the 
British column, retuhifcd to Rhamanieh. Unfortunately this 
morning there was an universal failure of wind, so that the gun* 
boats could not get up the river ; but Colonel Stuart moved on, 
and proceeding hims^ to reconnoitre, was joined by the Sheik 
of DessoUg,* who headed a body of Arabs. 

The French having ascertained the force of his column, 
pushed across the Nile about 300 of the infantry, some cavalry, 
and light artillery. Colonel Stuart seeing this, halted his troops 

* This man proved of infinite service to Colonel Stuart afterwards^ in procuring for him 
information^ provisions, &c. and the Grand Viztr> on Colonel Stuart's recommendation, 
ga^e' him a c<ms!derabte pest in ^e country. 
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to await the co*operatioji of the gan-boats^ which might cut off 
th&retEea^ ofth^^et^tchweafc^ and^oggia tim^^opthercombined 
;jAteckof J^eeeipltHtttf^iftsOii, rl«5]t ^jSimmy^jmgkUf^d across 

\^^sf^^mcvtgi an4^4($^c|«8imrilft^lfeft^ edsiing up, he 
fi^i tJwn im^r fbAwaa-ds *o [©§sse(i^f (\^h©ife*/ibri^ five of mus- 
q^try« comm^need^ > . ^At al«M^ ^hfc^cHjoki tha fbrewse spnug- 
^Bg^upy /the li)Oate^ma(ia;pft.U^ as 

t^y qg^pf^] wiik^ .^hflirurs^^^ al^iaek^^ sinking, 

almost directly, one commanded by JUeutefiafttfHobt^ of the 
PelftjrT^bo.was killed by a £4Tpo\inderf which f»atered iaat the 
bow^ striking off the heads of two sailors, and Grounding two 
more. / - 

Colonel Stuart then directed Lord Blaoey to^advance with 
the grenadiers of the 8Sfth regiment, and six light guoB, to take 
up a positic>n. along the Nile, within half ^musquet shot of the 
batteries. * t The enemy opposed in their front, i^efiisted for about 
a quarter of an, hour> then fled to their boats, » covered by the 
fire iof two beavy, batteries on the island, commanding the en- 
trance of the harbour of Rhamanieh, where the Nile was not 
pistol shot across. 

The grenadiers of the 89th regiment, notwithfttanding the 
constant discharges of grape, marched steadily oA' to 'tl^ dyke 
running parallel to the Nile, behind which Colonel Stiiart di- 
rected them to lay down; at the same time Captain. Adye^ 
placing his guns on. the most eligible points, continued for some 
time, exposed as he was, contending with the superior weight 
of metal, and the covered batteries of the French : but as Ge- 
neral Hutchinson was not attacking the position. Colonel Stuart 
directed that Captain Adye should discontinue the cannonade, 
and place his men out of fire. 

By the bold movement of the 89th, the French dgerms, 
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above seventy in numbor, niiich wefe endeavouring to escape, 
had been forced' b*fck kjt© the hatliman «^ft^>cmfe gun-bofet sUhk. 
The TuTk*; .•^rhofbadr^geen ^i^h<tfdx«J^iaiftA'tfei»^fiiav&A^^,^e6uld 
6can?e ^fiitd'ekprtfisiofliitd^m^alsotheit 6^k§6f dP^%«tl4^cY)tMufct. 
^Si^dTM^ (J^ftr^^^i»tdl<^<*Ji ^')0ffii«'2«w^ed 

owr^froift tfce^^rtefiy b«tfilc^^^ai*d< ^ *'Pffft-<^i wml i^ tifidhb 
raised^ .^wi* re-echoed % ^ A«(tej'4ndfe^/ith8fg«lteria^<)f 
that tnoveitieirt, fttid th« j»udici6ui dis|>bsitlotf K?>fCdlttiet Sttilitt, 
miastev^f ^reflect tfefe ^highefet credit ori hirii, fciM BliiJe^jr; Cap- 
tain Adjrtfti'felid thcf Cbrps. .(.r.:i' 

"Hie'Tuirks fliofved down aften^ardsj they wei^ posted on the 
fight ani left i)f the British, but no repteSentation could induce 
them not to fix their standards.-f- Although these of course 
attracted the fire of the enemy, shewing them where their guns 
fihoiild be directed, prejudice and habit overcame reason and 
fear. During the whole of the evening, the French fired their 
cannon' 60€asi6hally against them, and Whenever they saw of- 
ficers passing to and' fiPom Dessoug. J The aetioh with the gun- 
boats and batteries continued incessantly, iii which the Turks 
behaved <irith the greatest intrepidity, the Captain Paeha en- 
couraging them from the shore, and always taking opportuni- 
ties' ofiexpesing himself to danger. 

Atdibur oViock in the evening Genetal Hutchinson imagin- 
ing tlsiat the enemy might endeavour to retreat on Alexandria, 
moved the army forwards, that the canal might be completely 
gained. 

. * 3Tf& 3igpifie8 excellent. John wastbeTaxks oeostant appdiatiooflf anEogrishinan^ 
who added bono, supposing it to be the English interpretation of their word^ signifying good. 

t With every ten men is a stand of colours. The Turks always plant these on the little 
parapet they throw up wherever they stop^ and behind which diey 8it> thcditch^being in the 
rear^ consistent with their principle of doing eveiy thii^ contrary to EnropeaQs* 

I They fired occasionally at a mosque, near t)ie village, in wbiph the wounded were 
placed. As the surgeon of the 8gth was' dressing them, a cannon 6ail broke' through the 
4ome^ whirled round it, and fell upon bis back^ without doing him the amalleit injury. 
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Colonel Spencer with the advanced guard marched on hi co^ 
lumn, as the, French -cavahy covering the canal were also in co* 
lumn, with several pieces of cannon near them, which opened 
their fire on him ; as^^ he persevered, the French retired, and Colonel 
SpeHoer gaiDcd the canaJ and: the village of Mehallet Daout, 
into which he detached the d*agoohS' and Gorsican Raiigera. 

Oeneral Hutschinson advartced A^ith General Craddock's and 
General Doyle^s brigade in line,' inclining to the right, as he ap- 
proached the eandl refusing his left, to apptii that flsnk upon 
the Turks; at the same time Colonel Spencer formed on* the right 
tli0 40th and 68th regiments, leaving the Queen'$ in column. 

The French cavalry, when they saw the army advatticing, de- 
ployed into line, taking post between Lacana and Mehallet 
Daout, so as to menace in flank and rear any movetn^t made 
across the canaL During this deployment^ two British guns 
cannonaded them.' - 

General Hutchinson seeing this movement of the cavalry, and 
having succeeded, in his first object, determined to delay all 
fvurther offensive measures uatU Colonel Stuart had beea en^ 
abled during the night to erect batteries, which must force 
them to leave their camp ; Captain Brice, who had been sent 
across there, having returned with the report that in eight 
hours the guns would be covered, and that when they opened, 
the French troops could not remain half an hour in the posi- 
tion. The French tirailleurs kept up a very smart fire, which 
galling the British line, flankers from each regiment were sent 
out to cover the front, and the two British guns placed on the 
canal fired fiequently; the Turkish artillery was also active; 
the French cavalry in the plain masked their cannon, and only 
detached skinpishers to the fixHvt^ against which the British ca-* 
valry was- opposed. 

As night was now advancing fast, and the flash of each mus- 

quet became viaihle^ Genfoial Hutcbinfion was anxious to put an 
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end to this ineffectual firing, he therefore ordered the Turks 
who had crawled up within a hundred yards of the works, where 
they laid behind a bank, to retire; instead of ialling back m a 
dispersed order, they assenjbled tog^ther^ -being solicitous to 
move in a manner which, they? fancied fco btSAMwre consistent 
with Enghsh tactique. When the fOrriiatt<m was coin|>tetcfd, 
Ihey set off running. The French conceiving they LWere flying 
from fchem through fear, pursued* shouting in triumph: General 
HutcliinsoD, afraid that the Turks would .siuffer«evcrielyj found 
himself obliged to- move his line to the left, particulaily as 
between them and him was a considerable interval. The 
French seeing his' intention, checked their pursuit, but before 
the British movement could be completed, night set in, and the 
army halted on the march without entering into the new aligne- 
ment. The exertions of the generals, officers, and staff, could 
not remedy the confusion, so that the troops remained uncertain 
of their position. To add to this misfortune, the Turks on a 
sudden, after every thing was tranquil, began a sharp fire of 
small arms, which almost increased to voUies, causing in the 
army some uneasiness, lest a night attack might be intended ; 
this alarm proved to be only extreme precaution on their part, 
as they would not allow a shadow to be seen, without ascertain- 
ing its substance by shot. Colonel Stuart's corps remained quiet 
till about eleven at night, when a French gun-boat attempting 
to esciape out of Ramanieh, the 89th and Turks recommenced 
frring, >*hich the enemy returned. In the result, she was obliged 
to put back., Afterwards, during the night, Captain Curry, 
with the English light boats, gallantly passed, and took a sta- 
tion beyond Ramanieh. 

The soldiers of the main army, tired with the excessive fa- 
tigue of the day, laid down to rest on the ground >t^ithout care ; 
but this^ was an anxious night for those who had the responsibility 
of their welfare. 
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A considerable time before day-light, the whole were under 
ariiis. As soool as <iay dawned the troops moved to occupy the 
appointed position previous to the attack. 

Whilst thia was anrtngiog) Captain Brice, who had been 
across the Nile to ins^MOt the newt battteries which had been 
completed, with the guns mounted ill them^ i^turned, bringing 
the information that a French' officer had come out of the fort of 
Rhamanieh with a flag of truce, and that the entrenched camp 
was evacuated. As soon as morning bpoke^ a 'wiiite flag had 
been perceived on the fcHl;^ ^ftnd an officer carrying one in a 
boat passed down the Nile. The Turks, with Colonel Stuart 
instantly firing,, compelled him to come o^rer to that^e. When 
the nature of the flag of truce was explained to them by Golonel 
Stuart, he was allowed to pass on, but the Captain Pacha's 
troops, on his landing on the western bank, insisted en his go- 
ing to their commander. At length he reached tke genual, to 
whom he offered to surrender the fort at discretiooy wiuch of 
course was accepted,. and, in Edition, pieseorvatioD of private 
property was accorded the garrison.* 

An order was instantly isMied to forbid any pecspn going into 
the village of Ramanieh, as this officer represented that the 
plague raged there violently. The precaution waai too late^ the 
Turks had crawled up at day4ight ck)se to the pMBtseat, entered 
without resistance, proceeded on to the village in tkie hopes of 
plunder, ransacking even the hospitals. Some feats weie en* 
tertained, lest they might wish to destroy thegarrisofi, butth^y 
did not commit any violence. 

During the time the French officer was with Colonel Staarl, 
heavy artillery had been heard in advance, which proved to bf 
Captain Curry cannonading the French column of cavaify in 
their retreat, by which they lost several men. 

* Captain Proby was feat to the Captain Pacha for his approTal> who wjs madi picaard at 
the attention, which convinced him still more of General Hutchinfon's oonsideratioii and 

respect. 
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The French had left (iighty dgerins in the harbour, but had 
sunk all the gun-boats, overturned thtiBitiHery^ on the batteries 
into the river, destroyed the ammunition^ ^^^df^d<d4>i^£tU the 
mischief possible. The wi^eck. of fa»5|pnbyiief*^ maA^ suffloittit 
evidence of an. iinc^peoted lawi predf^lMop^ ce totscfcu <'l -*> ^ ^ - * 

In the fort intoiwivioh; Britfflh iofficeierj verb idfllitt^, ^rere 
found very large vMgnmrn^ of ibi8oiiit;rHt}4iaid6ifte; «Md( fiOur, 
which could not be .spoilt in ea shoctjattiijuel: i i i'^ i^ ^: - > 

The Captain Pachai wfts fisatromclyifingi^ a£ thebSimiteii' hav- 
ing left things, in I this jtota, landiaimoBt* regretted ^«g(t a^e^pitu- 
lation -had. bcea gnafit^dhtDitbci garriaod o^' the ' fort r indeed, 
where mer*cy«ttSvto:be jought, such ^conduct w«9 €ktreme!y 
unhandsome.^ Tbe'placa^ougfat to have been afoand<med tilto* 
gether^ Dr.ki£t in*s»di aistate- as it 'is us^aal fo^- works to be re- 
signed inist a cepitulalaet* * 

Whdflttbeimctfpatioii of the cadvp wasgeing forwards. Co- 
lonel Brown, jof; the: 13^ drageK>ns, arrived at head^quarters, 
with the repM^^diatan^ffik^rdf iiis^9egkttent had fallen in with 
a French detachment of cavaliy^ alt of M^hom he had made pri- 
soners, /l^yeypnesently appeared, about fifty in number, of die 
22d diagolMis^: the bast and heaviest regifraent in, the army of 
Egypt»,f.Tbs ttory of the Fqpiieh captain is the best to give on 
this oQcai^kxxi, flioce thrae was no inducement for him to make a 
FrcTwhi dmpsAthu " He -had left Alefctandria four days since, with 
his paity^ as. dn escort to an aid ^e camp of General Bron, 
carrying dispatches frqm General M^nou, and at the same 
time he conducted the post. About a mile from the right of 
Mehallet Daout, he was attacked by a party of ^B^douin Arabs, 
who shot a serjeajit, severely* wounded the 'aid de camp, who 
fell from his horsey and five dragoons, but who Svith assistance 
were e^nabled to proceed. Presently afterwards he saw, to his 
great astonishment, a party of English dragoons advancing, 
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for he had no idea of the allied, armies being in the neighbour- 
hood, since the inhabitaijts assured hijn that they remained at 
Rosette, aiwl that the firing he.liewd the day before proceeded 
from thence. .1 was struc^^^sa^d he,.;with,the gallantry of the 
yoimg .officer who headed, tbp detachment : he came on in 
the most determined njan^[\^ ^d^resis^ce^ from every cir- 
qumstaijce, being uspless}, f feeW put ^^wt^ite handkerchief,^ 
surrendered/' . . j .. r . .. 

., ,The party Qf, thirty dragoons, of tfif a^t^h Jeg^^^^pAt^ uu^er 
(K>ranwui jOf Jfiqiiten^nt Dj:ake>/had gpn^^9ij^t^,tQ^, water their 
horses ; hearing, some firing, they, pifocjpeftedj to (the sp.ot^ aifji 
happijy arriyed in time to.^ay^tlie erec^t of.jth^ jsijpjpess^ ^d 
p]lj9a9ure of. saving the Uv^es. of so mai\y. TOe^t. whp qert^mly 
would haye been .saci?ificed by t|iQ .AT^bi^.^ Jfifprn ihjisjiittle 
aJQE^r ^Jesspp.is )to be r?peatj?d, " Ijhat ?4 1^9 tijf^^^^^njd^^mf^ 
country, shouW: c^tv^^lry gp wt in waterj^i^g ori^P T^ithout^side 
arms/' The 15th at Lannoy^ in^tt^yeao 1793^9 ifj^Qm th^s; pre- 
caution, w^s engaged in a very .briHifmt renqontre. 
V Sona^e, men w^ce, s^tto .find the aid.de,canxp {^d.serjeant ; 
the latter's body^w^ disqovered, but t^e heaji was t^ken^ away. 
The aid de camp.Jbad been more fortunate^ and was.brpugiit 
into caiQp living ; observing there was an anxiety expressed 
respecting the dispatches he carried, hejsolenaply assurjed the 
ogic^r that " in the bustle of the affaiir he had dropped them ;" 
search w^^ however, in v^in, although the officer who went to 
find them picked up;the ppfiti^^ters^ which if ere ^f o^u:fS|e.opeped 
and read; no news was gained by the perusal; tb^y,^H mentioned 
that politics. and. public, subjects were interdicted .in conversa- 
tion and writing ; nor did they even explain the cause of the 
arrest of Generals. Reynier and Damas by General Menpu in 
Alexandria, who had in the night of the 5th of May sent them 
pn board two vessels, which. sailed directly for Fraijce; the Lodi, 
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carrying General R^yriief, escaped, but the ve^^^l'in which Ge- 
neral Damas embarked was tdkeri; 1x)rttfh6 dgain fatouringone 
of her most deservmg cahdidat^lsr'^C^ptain YouTig,* of La 
Pique frigate, by giving him albtiVtfsik thousand pounds ih specie, 
which was on board thte^s^l, aiid ^icfi Was's^d tb be General 
Klebef's property ;' to General Diitaias Captain Yotmg hand*- 
somely restbfed one hiiiidted and fift^^ potmds,'and to his of- 
ficers their respective claims. The French government; of course, 
would* l['einrt)u[feecGen6racl Kiebei^^ wid6w, if the eiport of spfecie 
was noi conti'ai'y to General Menou's orders. This circuA-rstanfce 
it is supposed '^in ftirnifeh grounds for litigation in France. 

GeheMt T)ojie J witii the 12th dragoons and a regiment of 
infantry, riiadeareicohnoissance during the day to DamanhoUr ; 
heToiind that nonfe of the en6my had retired that way ; Gene- 
ral Hutchitifeoniiad conjectured that possibly General Lagmnge 
miglit have made a feint as if going to Cairo, then changed his 
directioii, and turned to Alexandria. ' - . • i 

At three o'clbck in the afterrioon the garrison of the fort 
marched but, amounting to one himdred and ieh men, com- 
manded by a chef de brigade. It had been iJhe intention of 
the'Frencih jgeneral to leave only fifty; but the troops broke 
open 'the rii][\lor magazines; got drunk, and the surplus number 
could hot'S^dlk away.' ^ ^ > 

The lois bf irtie British in the afikir of Rhamanieh amounted 
to four ofRcers^ wouttdedj six ineri killed, and nineteen wound- 
ed. The Turks suffered more ccrasidferkbly. The French lost 
about bne' hundred men. 

' Their force' had been augmented by trofdpi^ from Alexandria 
since they quitted El Aft, and the number, as then ascertained 
arid confirmed by the French generals afterwards, amounted to 

^ « C^pbib tbong shared for the captard of the rich gaDedn taken otfCadie. * 
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four thousand infantry, eight hundred ranraliy, with thirtyw 
threo field pieces. The Brifiah armyr was under four thousand 
men, including the corps in the Delta, sickn^s having begun 
to break out amongst the troops. DPhe Turks were five thou- 
sand, including. those wjjthCokmd Stuart; yet fcom the want 
of disoiplincy theirt strength cannot be rated as equalto moi^ 
than .fifteen hundred fiuropeonsi ^The Poench tos£cers dined 
with the General ; and neither they nor the soldiers seemed to 
regret theiu destiny** The cavalry officers. were particuiariy 
pleased, being allowed to dispose of their own faotrses. 

On the^saime day an Arab x:ame from Major Moore, who 
with.a patrole had passed finom the camp before. Alexandria to 
Birkit. 

The position of Rhamanieh merits a particular description, 
as on the circumstances which occurred there much difference 
of opinion has arisen, and independent of this, aa theimost im- 
portant military station of the interior, it demands attention. 

At Rhamanieh commences the canal of Alexandria, which 
at high Nile ifi filled with water, when the cisterns of the latter 
city ajpe replenished. At all other seasons of the year the canal is 
dry. From Rhamanieh it runs parallel with the Nile, about three 
hundred yards, then takes a direction at right angles to the 
village of Mehallet Daout, whilst one branch opens again into 
the Nile, from which this part is then distant about one hundred 
and twenty yards. This certainly was tiiie line of defence 
which ought to have been chosen, since the nmintenance se- 
cured a retreat upon Alexandria, nor could it easily have been 
turned, as a boggy bed of a rivulet, originally the Canopic branch 
of the Nile, ran nearly in a right angle firom the left to Lake 

* General Doyle met amongst the officers one who had served against him in America^ 
and whom be had Isjxown there. 

Edko, 
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BdkOy in attempting to ford which an officer had nearly been 
lost ; even allowing that this poiitioil' had been* forced, the one 
the French did occupy would haveibeep always open for them, 
by throwing back tteir l^ft. Thisi pddition had its right ap- 
puied upon theshoulder of the^iflBlglcldihe canal formed^ its left 
on Rhamaniehi in the cehtre/%vas alfort(With nine guns), sur- 
jounded by a deep dftch ; '■ much Hwamp^ groaiwd .waain ixont of 
the fort, and before the whcAe ran ithe oauial uf^ Alexandria. 
.Thus&r the position* wtei& good ; yetiab its depths from' itlie Nile 
was nota hundted and fifty yards, andt the Nile nottt hundred 
wide, DO troops could possibly reniaitt,. when batteries were 
erected in the Deita; Grape wouldi have reached any part, and 
the troops could only have been sheltered by running into the 
canal, froiti whence they could not havei^ opposed the front 
attack. .'■ ••'•• •' ' ' ■''•' -'-.f-' ' ' • '- ' • 

Since the operations of the 9th instant have excited such va* 
riety of opinions, and many believe that the whole of the French 
force at Rhamanieh might have been taken, j there would be 
great presumption in an inferior officer/ to pronounce posi*- 
tively whether the movements were dictated Iwy pdgment, 
and an impetuous ardour properly restrained ; if more might 
have been done, or the retreat of the enemy altogether pre- 
vented : therefore the arguments on each side shall be fairly 
given, which, with the previous account, and an accurate at- 
tention to the ground plan, will enable every one in this in- 
stance to form his own idea, nearly as well as if* he had been 
present. 

When the Commander in Chief advanced: towards Rhama- 
nieh, his intention had not been to attack, conceiving that 
the French position must be too strong for a coup de mainy 
for he knew that a fort had been constructed, and the camp 
entrenched. When therefore he found that the position, al- 
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tfiough iio{ so ^00(1 as was expected^ still Was' tenable against 
arv assault wi{H6ut^eat loss/ but tliiit' Colonel Stuart could 
during llie higlit erect batteries wliicb.wqiild destroy the fort, 
and oblige the enemy to abandon the position, with the onlj 
alWrnalive olf* fighting in the field or surrendering, he did not 
wish to sacrifice troops' by an unnecessary" premature attack. 
To prevent the enem3':'s retre3.t was, howevei', an obvious con- 
sideration. Hie bccupatibp of the caiial cut tliem off from 
Alexandna'; biit to invest completely the position of Khama^ 
men, required an extension of the line po as to appui ' each 
flank on the Nile. So exteaded,. did tlie cirqumvallatiori offer 
a sufficient resistance to oppose any sortie aurihg ttie night ? 
It was impossible to change altogetlier the froni, throwing the 
light on tl>e IN^ile, and left on tlie caiial, as then tlie giin-boats, 
dgerpis, ^c. woum be exposed to certain desfriiction, and a 
ioute left open for the French to Hosetta or Atlpxandria, round 
Lake Edko ; and with troops who could make il^'e march '£liey 
afterwards did, it is manifest, that if they had once gained the 
lead, the British could never have overtaken theni. If the 
French obtained an advantage by this sepairation, the conse- 
quences would have been highly disastrous, even, the fete of 
the campaign probably changed, since the unitfed force ol* t^e 
Bntish arjuy was so interior, as not to admit of any unprpntaMe 
diminution. , » . , 

Sucn was the reasoning wtiich iiiduced the jeenerai nof to at- 
tack, or make any movement, except tor the occupation of the 
canal ; and in the evening, ;When the Turks retired, every one 
saw, from the interval then left between them and the lEnglish, 
what danger must have accrued hadtiiere been a still grep^ter. 
^ When the army in the evening moved forwards, and the 
French so judiciously posted their cavalry, was it possible 
to have ^xeciuted the investment? Would not the position, so 
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well chosen, in which the ejgljt hundred cavalry with their can- 
non formedj^ have rendered £tny movement across t;he canal 
dangerous ? Certainly the French cavalry, acting with the 
greatest advantages, had been beaten by infantry on t;Ke 8th, 
13th, and 21st ; but wis what Ijadf, fc!eeh the surprising effect 
of desperate emergency to lustify a , general's despising his 



enemy ? 



On the other hand there are officers who assert (certainly on 

presumptive premises), that the French, froni the ctioice pi' 

fi • ^^•4.'- • ^k"f '^' • " -u' *;i^u - •' r'-^'l •^;"'" •'^• 
their position m the mornipg, phewed their mclination to surren- 
der, if this I could bedon^ ,with any toleraWe pr^ tepee. 6f justifi- 
cation ; that the Turks and ^British were numerous enoudb ito 
h^ye assaulted or invested the place ; anid that as for the cavalry^ 
former successes justified^ the inference 'mat th^ir^ttacKs were 
not to be dfeaded ; that the general movement m the evening 
was uselesp, if sijch was.not the pbjett ; .and, in short, tha^ ttha- 
manieli might.have heep the theatre of as much hrilliajit suc- 
cess ^s the isthmus of Aboukir. 
Ths questions may be resolved into two. . ' ^ / ^ 
Ought General Hutchinson to have attacked the eptrepched 
position of Hhamanieh, defended by 4000 ipfanrry, 800 ca- 
valry, 33 6el4 pieces, and 17 pieces of position, without wait- 
ing for Colonel Stuart's co-operation by the erection of batteriea 
in the Delta? or was he enabled to have invested the camjpi 
and maintained the^lockade during^the night, after the neces^ 
sary extension of hig line three 'miles, with the fgrice tie* had 
under his command r 

The ,^re^ch unfortunately combiSe^j with their opinions so 
milch national vanity, th^t from them an honest judgriient can 
with flifficiilty be obtained ;' they however unanimously ridiciile 
the idea of an investment or attack; ancj a J^rench general of 
character has declared,, that oa the c6ntrary, he proposed at- 
tacking 
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t3ckj||^g,,tl}e.^^^l]lfs afidi^fSl^^KJy^lVtlip'i^*^^^^ bet\y;eeu them 

jti(M» durjt^gj \]ie 4ay, ,..TJl^ ft<?c<?uRt,}pfnt^^Ilrf>I^Tt)j8iPft?W 

were spep,pa3^^ jjpthp.NiJi?, cpttldi .<Mi4j: ^ i^<^Xmf^!fiP' 
cupying vilj^g?;^ ;j,i^|d pjtjipr pos(;si .tq ,s9Q^f^ th^^.T^^V^t^ r • .. . 

Put wtate,v^ d,\^cxs^ce raigUt ejijst on,tlfl$i^ulaj^t^tl\^,pO»- 
session of EhamaBieh was in itself most impoTJt^nt^ 9)cqim/9d 
also with a facility beyond. the most sanguine hopa The ar- 
mies of ..Geaerals Menou and Belliard were no>w divided by a 
vast extent of desert, combined offensive operations rendered 
impossible, the command of the Nile secured, aiMli^cjBpjxmQi^ 
cation with the whole interior of Egypt established. ., 

Considerable, however, as were these advantages, .rn^ch. re- 
mained to be done. The French had retired, if repub#dr not 
weakened ; their concentrated f(»'ce from Cairo mighii<^vf^ys 
advance ; they had lost a position^ yet still postessed-tj^e capital 
and principal fortress of the country. Great successes^ had been 
gained certainly, but the fate of the campaign was by no 
means fixed. > 

On General Hutchinson's judgment was to depend its issue. 
Should he pursue to Cairo, or return to Alexandria, was the 

anxious 
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Anxious alternative. On the 6ne hatid, he had to consider, 
what would be the probable consequences 6( exposing the 
Turks under the Grand Vizir to the attacks 6f the French, then 
not confined in their operatiobs by 'toy fear of lihe tidvanbe of 
the English ? "Whether the Miiirhelukes, who had as yfct not 
dpenly ivowed their alliance, woifld be fipiemtty or hte«tilejifhe 
did not move to their assistance, as Morad Bey lidd dedkred 
was necessary ? Whether the Indian frtaj would not be sub- 
ject^ t6 disaster, if he tamely a}low<6d thfe Freiic^h' to oppose 
them with their whole force? Whether th6 juhction witW the 
Grand Vieir, the Miamelukes, and his army. Bid hot ensure 
success at Grand Cairo ? If, on the contrary. General Hutch- 
inson returned to Alexandria, could he besiege the place? Had 
he men .enough to defend the Nile, tlie critrenched cam]^ before 
Alexandria, and to admit of his detaching a corps tb the west- 
ward, which was deemed absolutely necessary for the siege, and 
which coirps #6uld hate not only 16 resist th« «(ortie 6f the gar- 
rison, but any attack which General Bdhard, with his army, 
miffht make from the side of the Desert ? 

On the other hand it was maintained, that' the miarch to 
Cairo ensured ruin, since there were no tnagazines formed : that 
the arifty must live on salt provisions, as fresh meat could not 
be ensured, and the state of the Boccage rendered that supply 
even precarious ; that the diseases of plague, dysentery, and 
blindnesik, the heat of the climate, the fatigue to be undergone, 
the waiit of shoes, Sec. must soon reduce the troops, arid even 
if any number did arrive at Cairo, they would be incapacitated 
to fight the enemy, or begin the siege of what w^as thought a, 
strong fortress, the citadel ; finally, the conquest of Cairo was 
not decisive : for so long as the French retained Alexandria, so 
long were the English in fact not mastere of Fig5^pt; ^vilcreas if 
Alexandria was taken, Cairo must be glad to capitulate. 

o These 
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.Thqseobjections di»fepa<5t€id for some time the Commander in 
Gbief s inrad',^ he^was^aw^aitei of the^truth of the last argument^ 
but could not himself discover, or had pointed out to hira tiie 
ineanj^oftattaokiiiglAlerxIsAidria^'While Geineral Belliard's army 
rdnialhtadiin focpe. /!-» >iii> /^^ . ...;■• 

jfid dreaded tlie dflScul ties* M^hiohiwere^to be surmounted by 
tlwi^rb^pB Under- his coikitnLiisnd^ butiat la^ h& deesded that the 
ra6A<emewt»\vas itidisptoeibtei '^ My natural i habits ^and presoit 
sthtoibf health 'i^onkl perstiade me not tofkltemptia: mmrcb 
where «u€hrokertifOHimiiist bp *ccesdary,iarid<ini\riiidh;>iprobai* 
Wy^ :L«hatt faU a sacrifice to the'climatei{':biitiiBiy>duty-tajiiy 
kibg, coi/mtry, and the gallant men who have beeoijompkiyed in 
th(^ expedition^ determine me toundeEtakCfit.i ii£ tLsueciaed^ 
great will be my satibfaetkMDL to find tkatviqy>oapa^ftyMdi[d anob 
betray itbeir i inteoests 3 df 1 1 >fiiadl/ tli^' oonscioufi^pjessi o£ jntegritg^^ 
and the most ardent devotion for itbeir^ gk>7y>;ajid/welfftre)if¥iU 
support me in iretiiement.'' . Such wa& the language^ Ai^ioh be- 
coippanied this decision ; and even those whddisagrde w^tb^a 
opinion, must applaud his zeal. » * v. i 

The opposition to the measure was considerable; ^it General 
Hutchinson, notwithstanding, continued 6tm to ihi^/decifiion, 
shewing that per&everamce^ where he tliought him^lf right, wa9 
a quality be amply possessed. i . ^ • 

The entrenched camp of Rhamanieh was given up to the 
Turks, who left a garrison of labout thiree hundred men* in the 
fort^ the dgerms taken wei^e divided amongsit them^ aqid the 
English, !w:h]cb proved a vast benefit, since they enabled) in;ti«K» 
or: three daysi,: : the quarter master general to convey 1 the. men's 
knapsacks, by water, and facilitated the conveyance of the 
skwsji Hitherto the troops had cai^ried every thing. themselves, 
nor had the officers any more baggage than what was placed on 
their jown. backs. This of course was not much on a njarchi 
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where the thettmoBrtebeH wftfi )BOV'«o 1q9$. .tliiaD 95. . A (»hirt. pulled 
off, aod dried' ia the sunrtimler this uecewty.^ beoamer a irdal 

, On the Mnorning 4rf» the; . i Uh; of May . the >army . advanced, 
passing through a fine corn country already lipei DLlh^iTiiiiks^ 
iirerb guilty of ea&ces$eyi >whichlihe^>Caia Bey attempting tdlre- 
sttdtin, he ^raB hooted at, andlotili^dito desist. The;vEnglish 
oti&eeret^'howerver, preseorvedEsfbme authority over them^ ^taidhy 
thoiriieserttpns^ checked the difikMrders; but they had alreadjr 
dDde-'t^efgieiit misehief, rifling the pjest^uMisesi,. whose wpetcbed 
tenants/ wtreiabandonedi to diti. ' The i people of the.villagto 
withgni4|itud0.>orDwded around theii: deliverers; they beheld 
with woadeir (the Britishj colunms follow ioi regulanF^arden the 041- 
tcman trodpe^'jand preficnrte the stracAestdiscipluiev'sincel^y 
had, J>y iatal'expeiience>froiii Mahohied^an^^^aidiChristians^ie:):-* 
pccted a -very different coodnct' . ;^ « ' * * i >[;!'. -<; » . » v ., 

The British spldiers only required watery >frfeqaientiy evei; re- 
wtf ding the trembling natives who 'broufght ity and whose only 
prayer but feeble hope had been to escape ill usage. 

All language is insufficient to give a just idea of the misery 
of an Egyptian village ; but those who have been in Ireland, 
may beat.su{^ose the degree, when an Irish hut is described as 
a palace, in comparison to an Arab's stye, for it can be called 
by nOi other name. 

. Epach habitation is built of mad, even the roof, and resembles 
in shape an oven : within is only one apartment, generally of 
about ten feet square. The door does not admit of a man's 
entering upright; but as the bottom is dug out about two feet, 
when in the room, an erect posture is possible. A mat, some 
large vessels to hold water, which it is the constant occupation 
of the women to fetch, a pitcher made of • fine porbus clay, 
found best in Upper.Egypt, near Cunci, and in which the 

o 2 water 
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water is kept .verj,(Cooli »mcG.^pmt» «nd<.<rpff«Pnpflt» are all the 

slpep, witliout anj,!Qftn*i4fl»at;i(?n/^f ,4^ep^y.,,<V. cle^Qliaeeai 
sW^I^;l?ft?4Wft|t^.,l^tflflss>ofe ,^fgMa^ngi,p,Qep^» t»,.b§hoW, 

which for the happiness of the wi9rtA|J?(Wl>?^ !!?(^ J»Wft|«#fd<iUWd: 
th^|]}^V,t|i|^ ig^,^iU«g,9f 1)^]ie,phyftSQp\i^,^ipM4ppf tvYf«!8gfti|C& 
8ji^9feijli.^(,<;i)q9lk,tl>p,pr^SWni*W?»fi<ii.^^ '.,)• ./t tu.v 

•I .i),Wij^i|rT«o»rfi5,i*kJiMrw;Wrtta'eriJMipilW^ in»^<r.'. '.or^-n 

His actions, passions, beine, use, and epd. ,..;, i . „. . 
'why doing, suiPnng, cneck'd, impeli'd, and why 

This hour a slave, the next a deity. 

^.t^' ...I.:. I . . ■ • Ta .. :.. •■ . . '' '• -•••■- ■'"-•'• ■ 

.4l),L th^, yill,^ge^ l^yi^ high mud waU9> l^nl^^'ipitifai Utile 
tQ^,er8 0|f t;V,aaii:^ njat^ri^J* fes. proitectitiieiii «ih>in.4hB.Bodiotii» 
Arabs, .^t night a cx^istapt guard i» mounted^iuoditlie faithful 
dogj wh9 iiv i)gypt i9 ti'fl*t«d;with suchbaxbarity; proteijtR the 
thankless masj^^r's propierty:>;/€ff t)ie.iH3gaiiinesl of ec«nk jow 
forra^ oipi.tl^^.oi^icl^^f the wall/Si.otherwifae fheynwovMibe.ioo 
ex.teyo4e4 rf<ff tj^§ inbftbitantp (tp^ defwd* The propeBty> of 'ea«h 
village^ is deposited in one pl^ce, every individuaL.ow&ee hebpf^ 
iog \]^p his oyrn rick, ai^d keepipg it distinpt from hin neighbour's^ 
by preserving a pa,th round.. Jhus the d^p^t Te9embl€s aoMO 
field in England, only lUQre compressed, .{Nrevloujsly to its pro? 
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duce bdiig cemoed'lnto'the bamar 'biittlic mleriop'teguiktibn* 
of these littk mde^dent ^tsittes,' itkd geAmA 'i^rs^ttn df^oy^ti*' 
mcnt in the country, are beyond' thfelittiits tof this work ; aior 
could they be ao Mpefll rf<54crIb*d-&§ J0«^e*t!l^elj'ttferiWi!8^ifc?i 
oeeded in doing/ Who'Ti^ ek^faftplifi^'1Jhe6y''a^il^ii a iM^ 
iiidtractive' and t^le^tkdif^&.^i^ii'mifkhdmek^Wd^tm 
were »ot^ *s4ft hi3''Milit6i^fili{td*5r/''f,^tt'^d*'Mth' jil^^ttdi^^^ 
A pepiiaal'of Tii^'lroirlt'b^^ellf W6ilii>«he^'i!ttki<feftk SP^'^ecf ntscd 

'Th<i«*itfy^Mlt6tf 'ofrte'-bkttks '<tf ^er^HPflfer'a* totoSgrfi^i^ 
about twelve imlfe>ai«*dtiWWRR*teihiehi alW^ClTdWh^F 
took up a position bejtweqj.jSiasflfe -and.iMehsmQl;,^^^ va-^ Si- 
rocco wind had raged tfaff^.^heil? ^^y^.and iii%Q»iiig t)M>'atmo- 
sphere, paroMcihesiifPfipt ^losMMlltdasii^Smc^tHM^ ■Mt^ifMon- 
fcresor was sent frooidi^noe tor'tbelGraaii (Vi2»K9*«ni|iy^ titiich it 
was understoodhttd «#rivfedi«a«i!BAJbeiS', 'arf<* Wiih^iAh^ftt^ilonaTy 
instructions to proceed' oh to' Sieiz, 'tti'whffdlP^if)fe(ib!Ainiiral 
Blanket at last Kiid Ifeen able'to b^at up, ivlth 0116 nun^iied and 
fifty men of the 86th, tiot the India^ army, as General lleynier 
states. ' ; ' 

The army marched again the next morning to Kaffa Hau* 
d&Lgi pasEong mw the grou«d> wfiftre-Ui^ Mftmehffeed 'exp^encied 
thieir first defeat. TheStrocoo^tviAd stiHedntinuiiyg, ihe'&^efcns 
and gun-boat» could not iget up to the army, and ihereibm 
General Hof^chinsen halted' ««l' the' IS^; Colonel Stuart con- 
tinued alao in hi» poatiKMi aft'thecah^l-oflFera^t^k. < ' - 

In the<eiremng'M^oT Wlkon' <was i^n^ with didbsltif^Uefs to the 
Grand Viziu, torepittent <llw,t>fromtli«^jxl!rttordiiikiy-n^aj^ of' 
the.Erench, it^^was probable they ia^ddi^d to attiU5k^^iy High-' 
ness» and toiutreat^hitn not to ndtjue'^i^ ftict«6n',' irhtcWtt^hi 
compromise success, already oblJaineJd, «ft!d •whidi'the'dfela!^ dP* 
a -few days woujid ensure from mUteial ct^c^eratitni.- Ife^afii^ed 
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there oo,,4;l>fip l^t^n iaii4lTfwp4b^W7iVfiit«hncam^ in 

nK?tj;e^ieut>jfrpi»i al^aGC9^^\t2[u*l^ ^•(wg]fert)<>f4W|Fretttihihaving 
in.fpi;ceAVdYWffQd f^Qj^,f^ivQ^,,,^tqpi)£ev^f}Q/d waft in»ftait% bpld, 
at wJiicl> .were.pr?;sei>^ tfe^,,Gi;|#dfyipirt,rtli«iReifi/;EffQDdA, »Golor 
ijd HoJ,Iq;>Y^H> tMajor \YiJs^q^(a»i^d'.Ck^t3Mi^Jl^4^ iiighr 

ness having been acquainted withf.ti>ftr4wp!*t¥ih9Pwrftncb heard 
t^ f,efi^]]^.|iif^i?4 t9.;5tr?ftg]t^nttl>^ijric>l^e^ttwpaAifte(i 
nut^^n fti)4,tUe»jdpclfii;ed,,,,V. thftt the advice caQuld not be- fol^ 
lowpd^, ,^inp^q jhis, axrj^j pnly th€j:dfly.Ij>ef<xre.t|*d^abyew*d sfero*^ 
sj^pjfjl^qpjj^.flf di^q?>tent^ jhccause the^f ,b4d.iM)t)bfieq^(aHwifed to 
a^y,^pQe,f:o JCaifp ; that ^upbji retreat ;>y9uW bfijH^^tiWtttt^ /for 
l|i^^|:n9ops .would distftuA ii> despond^w^nand disgwstjcithattriiP 
the French amounted only in number to the mo?jliiftdthpjit>«^fler^ 
porl^of their, foroe, aretrogj-^de iA«^(^meatiwmildlb^>^*5g¥tit;e- 
ful to the Ottoman amis,. ^yjd. the, cQ-<)p*iaNtioa^fi»^^^ 
^ies afteTwarji^.ifould offer no, advantage: to the,£ogtie^<Geo€^ 
ral ; that if at lasta retreat wa& compelled by tbe^sup^riprityrof 
the enemy, the disa&ter could iiot be aggravated by t^ delay v 
since the French dare qot pursue far." No persuasioa could in-* 
duce him to^stxike a tcnt^ or make the smallest prepai'aUon for 
the probable event. He objected that 5uch precautionai would 
create alarm, and the value of his equipage did not counts-* 
balance such an unfavourable prepoBsession. His resoiutioci 
was taken, and his reasoning not to be resisted. 

As accounts now came that the Preach had absolutely ad- 
vanced beyond Elhanka, Tahk tPaoha was sent with a consi- 
derable corps of cavairy to keep them in check, and harass 
them during the night: and another corps was also detached 
into the Desert to watch their movements, and attack them if 
they attempted to pass by that route. Major Wilson then werit 
back with the Grand Vizir's determination, and arrived in the 
British camp in the night of the l6th at Algam. 

The 
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The armybaxt mdv<ed f5irwdWi?i(6ii''the' 'UtH'to SliS;b6ur, knd 
Colonel StiiB,r9ptiit^m'-<i6ipi iH^m'ZhykSi' 'Oh'th^rftikl^fe 
they had felknin with-' fc-Val^Habie^^driVfe/yi 'Which 'Kad (JKJhtfe 
from Cairt) d^wi^'ttie k^aiiaif 6f MAilf,' t]fjr"^vMiich' t6Ut6 ' 'tfte;^ 
nitsBftd Gdneraliii£igttttigtr9»r(^«!atih^'!!i^^^,'ikllcl klite'it'totiia'g 
(if(thdc«|^tii*6-of'Rlitthiatt'ifeH'.' •' •' *!"ij:i';' •• 'i-'-)-.' ^"^".'1 -h- 

'Fortwo days'theAiubs had ftiflbWed;' aftd keptfifih^'bfl M 
Rrench/'who tfith musqtietry and some sWiVels pi:6te(ityd tK^" 
aedfVBSc- bit' Wasi' this icatwionade -which' gave- thfe'ferst"iiotlbfe"61? 
tbefa-'apphfOiiohctoithel 'Btttish ' and'Tttrks" ' 'ahd wli6 ^r^y^ytflfBiC: 
wafdi'to'asddttsfiti tHel^ttus^' Hyhifst'tHe ariny ttti^tftd'ieft'liaill^ 
ibr sbfne'4il«e>^ttibtitc(dit'to'ari lalitrfelc ikstde' 6if'W^n^l 
Stuai't's-ddhrtnbinf' '>"''"-'-' '••'"■■"'•■'"Mi'" ' • .•<..i... li.uior! o^i- 

•TlJei^fVeittiliii'td 'th^^ hUtt^<* di^fettfe' T^tibdred' i^^ 
seeing* the'TuMts^ 'IfeM^d' ftotii <ilk^ 1W«it§; ' "and' tHr^iv ^^selvfe^' 
irtto a^dfettj-wdod' '<in' tb^ ' Ifeft ttank^; biit ihe TilA^ bf Cblbiiyf 
Stu«^itis>iaiwy' dBliged 'b;^' ffi(tfst|tiefry 'i\^ 'Ai-aBs =iii ' tHi Bbkts te 
bririgitbeto oVer -to Dheirside, wfcdrt 'thCy* begati' pillaging ttifeiH;' 
whifet" those trf the CaCptain Pacha's adVatoced ^ti^Tfls shortly 
aftcrvmixjs Burround^d the wood, and fired into it. ' ' 

The FneAbhinadea defeperate i-esiitance, until they saw s6mie 
Enpglieb light dragoons, who under Lieutenant Diggins formed 
the ^adavtufctd ^uard of t^' Ebglisb ttfmy, approaching, wTicifi ' 
the officer who c<«Hmanded the Fre*ich, and who was wounded, 
came fdr«t«i3xi4i,> and said he WoftM surrender; if the 'English 
woald assure them oT'ppoteciion', '^vQiich' bcin^ plfedged, they 
gave themselves lip ; but sbm6 Turks UtiW 'ftTCd atthcm whilst 
marching away. Several of th^ French beforchad" been killed of 
wounded j the Turks had also some wounded, a'rtiongkt which 
was the oommandant off cavblry, a very accomplished man and 
zealous ' soldier, who had come with the Captain f*acha, and 
commanded about a hundred horsemen. 

The 
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I !/riu)' convoy was very Tadaable, ftnd miiit haire been, from the 
iihtttra of its *tor», a oMMidenble Iom to tbe cnemyi On 
beaifdi were att kiftdi of clothiag, wiiie^ spirits, Ice. several 
heavy.gim* lAteftded far the defence of Alexandria, and afaout 
five.thMMand Inmnds itt wuney. The Turks were irritated at 
so many prisoners having escaped their sabfes, but they eon-> 
s6lbditheailelvet with the dollars, of which they contrived to 
g<tt Ifcegrebtest part. 

'Whilst tbe prisoners were waiting in the rear to be embarked 
for Rosetta, the Captain Pacha passed, and discevering two 
Madk Ipj^s, companions of the French* sbldien, Itt desired the 
English officer to deliver them up to him. This Lieutenant 
Diggins refused ; as being placed under his charge «ks prisiMiefS, 
he oould not dispose of them without an order fVom Hie British 
general. The Captain Pacha w«i« very much iiritated, but at 
length obtained an order to receive them, since the French d^d 
not choose to take them to France. They prdbably were stran- 
gled, as connexion with Europeans was always a critae, and 
with Frenchmen now one of unpardonable helnousnfcss. 

On the morning of the 15th the army marched, and en- 
camped between Zowaff and Zaout el Bahar. Colonel Stiiart 
moved to Zara. 

On the l6th the army marched to Algam ; Colonel Shiart to 
Nadir. In front of Algam were the ruins of a vilhige, sacked 
and destroyed by the French, the inhabitants of it having 
attacked and killed a French general when passing down the 
Nile ; an hostility which no system of terror could, however, 
influence the Arabs to discontinue. 

On the 17th some Arabs came in to report, that a considerable 
body of the French were advancing to the spot where the boats 
of the Captain Pacha ^vere lying, about a league in the rear of 
the English head quarters, not having been able, on account 
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of tbe litdr irind thedEJr befote, ftb fceat up iurthffip; axtd the 
Captaki'Fftclmisdrit eertimt^effce^ (»eiri^ with the same iaMlli- 
gence-^ Ttte oOmqiacidaart gf the Freiioliv^»iiFojF^who had.iai- 
o^Kupcd the (mtnet might mthm ^fetir niilm of the Captsn Bnoitm, 
m SQdoi ttsiihe^wooivefl thd boai:9^«iu^i«ctdd tha|t the am jr must 
li««ear^,.undlretwd4»feO'tti*»B(«w^ ^ I 
« GeQe«»Ji*{)Qjplei, -^hd had ^ei^ttully fA^diii nidi'bkMrtddrhd^^o 
pursue the convoy, was ordered to take out 4l)6' Idlb and tt de- 
t8ich9}Qnt»(M!l^ •d^th'dmgoonsv ^amounling* to ^SQ^iMni/fwo 
$^ lU^f^f^ «lf$l hk bif^nde of in^itr^ Y^askliil^tadite flill«w 
l^i ^whiM'Q^fiefAliCTAdd^ky witb a brigade^ motad fUodg 
t^l>i»ksiof»tliP NUfl^J <.t o^ ...... .w;;>i i.-j i» •) . .(..i.Mi.r 

i'«4^H[^];]i^lvAherci13rab^ on to fiilA 

&^ i«ff e9)9f 's[ iGohimh^ »v;hicih w^ ^Qit ' then tpeccf^ptihk^ altended 
€^ly J3yT.^9,iWil<i •Aj9ab»f .whO'fkiOked frotQi i^lpiirts ; of the 
-jDj^sprjt..; /^: -. \ • . - '- \ ' ■ . ' . .'I ^ ■-.• . I .! r 

. , yih^n they l^ad go»€ :aibout,flev4n^iHiile$iitbbj« eame up with 
th^y coijLyQyy. and reeonnoitring it attempted) to.mafce th^ Aralbs 
attack thjeir front and right flanks iwhiiftt LkuteaaaiLtStititoBof 
the IV^norca^ regiment, and < aid de camp to General Doyle, 
whOi then also, arrived) lus^d his utoabost exertions /tx> effect the 
same service ; but the French tirailleurs kept them completely 
at a difiiaAce/. At .bngth Major Wilson proposed, to Colonel 
Abercrombji that he ipight be allowed to offer the command- 
ant of the convoy a capitulatioory since the stmtagem might 
succeed, and at all events the defay pf{ the negoeiation would 
give time for the arrival of the infaatry* Colonel Abercromby 
consented, and Major Wilson, after some dela/jr for an hand^ 
kerchief, during which tinie General Doyle arrived with the 
cavalry, and approved of the measure, rode up with a white 
handkerchief on his sword, and approaching within .twenty 
yards, demanded to speak with. the commandant. Colonel 

p Cavalier 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 106 ) 

Cavalier caifte forwards,'aad askfed'hittl'what he reqtiited. He 
answered', that '* he was seiiiit '% 'thef Commakdef io' Chief to 
offer, before circumstances might temd^r'his submission usdesa, 
terms foV the sWrendi^f 6i iife' cbtivoy;' wlacfa ireFe, that the 
troops should IsLj AbWii'tli^r'''iBrtii&, aiwi^'be sent directly to 
France." Colonel CavaK'eir ii6l!enilJ^ efted'Ottt to him to retire 
instantly, for hie scafcely'kiieiir whether he ought- not feo order 
bis peo|)fe to fire. Majbt WiKbn atisweired, that it<iraft the 
humanity of the gendtaT which m^ufcfed'hirar to' offer tliese 
terms, and "reminded Colbne) 'Cavsilieir of the fe^pMksibilltjr 
which DOW attached to hini, and the ^bii£cer he v^ about to 
make. To thiii Colonel Cavaliet seemed to paj mt attetttion^ 
tod Major Wilson was Jyfactedihg towaxdi^ Oeheral Doyie, 
wben an aid de camp froih' the French galloped a^ft^t Majcur 
WUscm/ anid fcquuft^d'hliiL^lto TetHm to'Cdlonel Ctfv^lier^ irfax» 
asked for tte propbsec^ conditions to be repeated, and then it-* 
qnested tnat he would wait the event of a consntkatioB Mth his 
efficeW Am evident aensatiaBi of joy was perceptible in thee 
IbrocfiQ, and theii actions betrayed their inclrcia.tiDn9; but the 
niaMicr in wbielf they were drawn up, presented a formidable 
resistance; a corps of infantry formed the front amd rear line, 
whihi three divisions of the dromedary corps and lueavy dm* 
gooos en ecJielion protected the flanks; in frotit of die right was 
a piece of cannon,, and in the centre of the sc|xiare were the 
baggage camels. Colonel Cavalier suddenly came back, and 
said^ ^' that it was the definitive resolve of his officers, that they 
could only iagree to the surrender of their camek and horses^ 
but that the troops most be sent into Cairo t)reef' Major Wil«* 
son lephed, th^t he lamented this determinatum, whieh be 
Esiuat consider as a! positive refosal, since plunder was not the 
object of the En^ifih General, but tibe capture oir destruction^ 
of this corps of traaps^ therefore such term* it woidd be an 
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i»iult (0 oifer 4»infV.' ..Tl^, Arabs ,1(9,^, fioyr to |>jr.eps pn? .an4 
tlie.uoe»5ine^iof';^bfr;fi<HujiMii>fCfW)? paqye and oiqi^ apparent. 

his «rm afc-l^ead-q^^rtej;*,;,!!}^*^ ^if ji^jthe Pesert before tli^ 

■BedouiB&i i£.ibe ft%ep jpj^t,;i:^ifl ,tiijeir private property, 

and .th« men be s^nt ,^e^tJx jl|^,|'i:^e,j.and on tijeir amying 

jtbeire b^ ft© lpiig€;c qflnp^^«a;(p4^a^.pr^Ojfj^isi,of,wap ;, ijf an ofljcer 

Dlight be s^pt -to Caitrafor tbe;^u,a|:y>pf thplF^ ba^^age left in 

■d§p^t .there^ apxi.l^^f^pr Wilscm remain ai^ a hjbstfige jTor their 

^fcpo^VK^ t,q, t^ ^itisji-^camp* he would aguee to such 

^^nj^fiy."; j;'^ :tltesq,^iOf^(Jit^onf fill conibrmed with the in^t^^c- 

.|Jk9pij9^',(jle^e4^.I^utcl}|^soniro apdjsuch ^d 

beeupflfiBf^j^ (^Q^^Meopu« Mty or Wilson accepted, tljem, 

raT^d,wa8^'P]coce,?j:^j^t9,(l^qnfral.pp.J^lQ for liis sanction, wW 

,GmG^ .^vtic\^^[^n^^L^(ivi]^j^^^ ratified them. J^ 

.^raba,, fppje pf whon» had followed froip the hioment the con- 

.voy left AJexiandria, were thunderstruck , at seeing the enemy 

.thus.quj^Kj,y.^^bmit, and. the event will remain recorded in tfeir 

4ribej^,for^ge)aerations. . i . 

. ThCjConvoy jaarched, escorted by the dragoons, and latterly 

by. the ii^fiti;y column, whjph it picked up about a league 

jaaarer A^am^ and proceeded to a field close to liead quarters, 

wh^re t^Ci French troops grouoded their arms. They were com- 

.pos^ of £ye hundred and sixty-nine men, infantry, cavalry, and 

-artillery, including oive hxmdred »pd twenty of the^dromedary 

corps; which were the picked men of thp.army, and who ex- 

.cited univecsal admira^on. as well as surprise; one four pounder, 

five hui^ed and fifty c^^nels^ with their Arab dri^vers, became 

the property of the £nglish. 

This, was the first time Europeans in the Desert of Lybia, 
since thearrival of the French experienced protection from its 
lavage inhabitants ; but in the degree they atihorred the French, 
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in so much did the IJnglisb, obtain their friendship. Many of 
the infantry, overpow.ere^| by tjje heat ^d J»arcb, would have 
pevishe^ but for their „^iata»oef, an4 »q instance occurred 
where they al)^sed tJb^,.rJgl)t5,iof hwi«^iJ^;, on th«. coutrary, 
they^condu(Ct94,^ the stiaiggjers..t^e n^ict day,. after, havia^ af- 
forded eyery^e^^qf ift ^hw.po?yier., .,. , ., . ... { 

,Thp s,urrend^r ojf.to convoy wa§ not pnly important fro«i 
%.W°4>^rai>d.q.ujaUty,ofv the, troops taken, but a? ftimishing 
the ja^ifjpy, with. sucji a^qu^tity-of camels as to relijpvp the m/^- 
frp^n, inu.plj.of theii:,^ey<ye .dtj.ties, ^nd eqaare a more certain 
supply. Pf-^,^er.,., ,. , .,..,, ... 

, A^-^WMiry into the causes which .operated to prMme^^is. 
^W^f^r*. *^ 4€licate»apd a partial opiiMon j?b better, ftQt.giiijeo;^ 
foyalJLtl^e eircuwstances which induced Coloi?el Cavaliey.to tbft 
capitu)atioj» ,?iaflnot be kn<?.wn,,nQr can he be,«mpf>ojed itohajv/B, 
be^^acquaiijited with, the state of t^e foarce . ipao^in^ sagaia^t 

The British dragooijts in feet were without water, of a feedioC 
corn ;, there were only two hundred and fifty of themy;?«4 thus: 
unprovided, to have continued the pursuit half an hpiw: longer,, 
would have been almost insanity. General Doyle, J^ad. he 
oyertaken the convoy,* would certainly have attaclj»ed, if he 
had found Colonel Cavalier refuse to surrender, since General 
Hutchinson .had directed the general to try the eflfect of a flag 
oftfuce befpre any act of hostility was committed ;, but not- 
withstandiujg the gallant efforts he would hay e made,, still th;e 
odds were so fearful that no one could presuq^e on his success. 
T)t§ artillery horees were wearied, ^.nd the. guns could .not have 
prpceeded. . '^\ie coliunQ of infantry was not within three miles 

* The coi^Yoy. halted on the approach of Colonel Abcrcromby, &c. and only attempted to 
proceed again jvist before the arrival of the cavalry, 
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at the time of the siiirender, aiifiAeve^r eould hafe come up if 
the convoy bad p*rfe##ereaV^ '*ttiii^^I^ef^efi'f dri^uifed, theffetore, 
a safe retreat (partktaliWjr if "tli^' iiif^tfy had been' mounted' 
on the camels); from Whfetrte4h^/-T^^ ki! Mf tittie have 
r6aci^d the W^ltivftted'^^feif^l^r^r iin ds far 

as the Pyramids, before they'A.t1^dij[](t^a tb ^^tfter p they had 
some provfeioEis, and cdiiM^ iiot^^Stt ^lei^, thfe ' H^ells at^ the 
lake of Natrori, wh^lte thete aVfe ■ Cbptic^ ' Aibri^stefi^s, 'Would, 
have yielded ■ a suffteiencyj'bift iHeff'tftie slttf^ti6ii of %eta is 
toffee cot»idered, wht), iri the midfet tfP ia brfriiitig"defe6rti- wfere 
offered a rescue from a wretched country, which they* so 'Ibifg 
bad> suffered in, and a rertum to their^riatiVe land iknd fai^iilifes. 
H«tea<i ^watiiT^ "*^iS seai^cily' ptoof •al^inst siiclt temptiatiottfe, 
and * 4iich ' • ^eAkdee^es' mu^t ' fee cbhside^d ' with ' humanity ; 
not c&ttld ^OoftottdCaValier ^bn^ 'Y*Si4t^ tlie'^ gewel^l irirJiri^- 
tion. ' The IVench ttbops, after the battle 'bfthfe ^st,'Wete 
not very well affected, or in a state of necessary subordinati6tt'; 
Colonel Catrflier was even h^ari* to* i-dt^e^'Hhci^ii&ti^nce'of 
his people until the terms could be arranged ^ith honour to 
them; and all the. officer* aftwward^* ivtiwedj' tfidt whfeh 
" France" was mentidhed by Major Wilsota, that w6rd electri- 
fied the soldiers, and the sentiments connected With it >vere 
not to be repressed. ^ - '' --' - . . 
' General Seynier, as Usual, inaccurate, represeht* thife crtn- 
voy ad composed of four hundred and fifty men, arid attacked 
by three thousand, still preserving so bold a frdnt Us to stipu^ 
late for the preservation of its armt^ to Prance* ' 

In the evenihg the French embafked for Rosetta, th6' officers 
having received for a hundred camels, which were their bwn 
private property, three hundred pounds. 

Isaac Bey in the evfenihg came from the Captain* Pacha to 
the general with the important intelligence, that the Grand 
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¥iear ImuI 4i«i^«t«4 the (FbttC^^ ai^i' thdt the- gartMotoaaf^ Fort 
Jbed»6;'iiie^Dami<^tiav ^ich hiid>«9cap«d tO'Bourlos, had db^ 
tnmsttnibd tkat fort; ttie'p^ttcolarabftkk^ Grand Vizti's sao*- 
tkaf^'x^e,^ bbmk^etf'^ikbb ktKfW'rr^t^}!^ >the> dmTidi>next day of 
Meqoc Modt^Gfi'VfhokHd b^h prttsmt «t the^affiiv. it 
«p(yeiar«d'ifaat (jhe Fr<iadh,^^hd t)fitd dttelApted to <fui!pii^ tke 
^E^nviish- camp, had found- >theiitee)v<f»> tiA the >do»ira9ryv > at^ 
tacked <a1' the morning «f ihe l6th b^< th(i^'«drp»iundjer th^ 
obmitiand of Tahir Pacfta 'andf> M^diomAied 'Pa4bhta^ whcylMfd 
mov^d^on fo^bi^ftuppdri "l%e IVimdh tAok-Tprntm-m i^«od 
4}fi date'ti<ee9, iivheee' foF- three <hbun»> thc^jr^ maiiytaizied ^a; shiij|k 
fire; but (^ the Grand Vieit'&amviAg <^ith th« • tbaiti< bodyv 
GtaeitaX Bdlkrd, for f«ar of foemg' >»u^unded, iwa» lobligeA 
to move into the plamj' imd''on accotefftof'thei'iHifEiber <fi(f 
Turkic tioMeJnea eosceatrate his- fbiKse, forimiig''>t#o hollow 
iK^Uttres of iftfantry On the wings, with a <;(>luniiL'of>cdvairf 
in die cefntrdi Thus he attempted to adviince; biit wherevor 
he appealed, ■ the* Turks opened out, and assembled' again chI 
his flanks ; and at length, a body of their cavalry- Btriking:inti> 
the> Desert, General Belliard was alarmed iesit that* detaeta^ 
ment might be sent to posh into Cairo,f a- mane&uvte which 
the year before, at the battle of Heliopolup, bad s«ioc6iMlied ^Sb 
well; he therefore was compelled to abandon 'ilm' object^ and 
retreat with precipitation, yet preserving iyrderi'but had five 
hundred Europeans been amongst the pursuers, the Ft«nch; 
wearied, dsspirited, and suffering with extrdmo'dtought, must 
inevitably have perished, f Oolonel Holloway ■ dnd th0 officers 
with him did all they conld'to en<;btirage' the Turks, but 
coukl not effect all they wished.* 'General Reynier ' assierts, 

* Colopel HoUowjifandail the British officers present verf vraph.diftinguisb^^Jl^cP' 
selves by their exertions, and the Vizir was sensible of their ment. Ixxrd Elgin in his dis- 
patdi i^ders diem justice. See Appendix, 
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that CbeFiWDch caMaktyicbivrge^' Qt^S'took ttnro piuiccts of >cnn> 
oon, whicb.kfiABjuittmihft 4»d4 in y»id xioeshe ott^ing^rtpigloeB 
over Uie.iUFatrv wbicliiis{thiBiiito^i<^9gi$i«eful of 9iij> i4t:tii$t«am-' 
p{ugii» by exiling it ft ildeottiKnfMtm^ j 9<^i?nRr^v(hi«hihe:lbb0i^bt 
mtght be. applied evearto tlso.; battle. ot^ thQ>32i9^-f^ M^fdU. 
Witb tbe aa«]e:aKtPitracy irbk^b.idistiogaipltes.Jiis dllliStoWfD^ 
V9^ii9t ihie Augment* tbe Vi^ir'tiftnnj, with J&Ve ^««dred-£4KS^ 
Vtih a.itilhry>^ thus ck>tbtng. twenty rube men^iwithiiive hinMlfed 
baeknno JAckiets. . But hm aiccouwt qfi tbii French fotoe «» 
inM[» aata^f^QjtcKry: he 8tal«»-tiii9ito hshve been 4600' iofeolvy; 
900 cavalry* and ^4 pieces oC.caandn^ Thcur iossiraA^ about 
three huzkdfed kiUedr and . wounded ? tbe Turks, bad omf h«n*> 
iibed. and fifty, :wbicbi di^Sn-ence is to; be accojumted foriroQR 
the difiiraeat.jbimiHitiefL of the.twoanaies. > < 
,( The affiibr had lasted, se^sen hoitr»;- but al^h<Highrth(U«* was 
nittcb firing) :s(bUl the loss as stated, was ineoasideTable ; yet il 
ifnot by tbe nusaher •£ killed aud ifounidedir fbat'the import- 
aaosol tfak'battle^ia to he- eslnoatedr bat^inaBvnwe^asit d>Mi' 
cwnfitedi th& projects of the. f^nch, rendered the BMxpHsittg 
cfiinrta ofi dieis march an useksB e3ertk>n» ele^at^d ^tte 'spirit 
ef . «be TuricS) and inspired eonMeace amongsf their friends 
io Caiio and tlK country. 

• Tbe inhabiitaats saw the French i^nm> be^ed and dejected ; 
they behekkthe Ott(Hnans ftiasmngf and their cre$eenttrinm>' 
phant as for as HetiopoIiS) where the Grand Vixir; who had 
conducted himself during the action with great re^httion, 
passed th« night in the full prid^ef vietory. "Pwo 3^ears bad 
net elapsed, since, on the same ground, • he had been defeated^ 
and a fugitxTtt ; and now he beard himself #ti)ed a t^ncfolefott 
a title doubly dear, as the English who had anticipated bis 
disgrace, must acknowledge bis triumph, and the Captada 
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%'/illie^aim oflftlkfl battle 'xifijElhaTfkaiii^tirpdTGeiortl Htftoh^ 
inaonfiom kisilaoxiifet^pi^d.afijoiilra^ 
but to.premhtitfa^iposoibilU^coif atinsi^rse.lJh^^'dicebt^Ootc^nfia 

approached the English by moving from his p<tekk>iiiiiftar<Jiiffd 
tatS^nmrhMSj^t cm iSbe Nilvie AAi thd>sa»»6itltntefi^aimlsir)Wbre 
s^atjQ^t torWftrdB Cdimv aattiitM^os Birahpmtii>'6a^tiiimQj^^ti^ 
^9^ •otilf)«fSfig^i tlt& jq00fter;ih»astissi^eii»8lE)de^itili4t^ i^hmi. 
with them to reconnoitre the countoytuoi I Mir. ij'j()coi'io nr)ijc:. 
•*rtC!^t09^il^»a«tTl»d')D]i .therJj31iiii»rrhed>ty M6li4^, ^Uere 
Ik^r^^n^U-t^ qMif^itodjhkst'X^omniaatijiandiretoiri^ 
Pacha's army, the 3Qth.fle|i^aoing*ihem; imtial tilel)dtdEboli»]ieot 
^f. ^l^^d^if^^^ fi%i]iieci, isit/ AiilnimJGi'niiiral 

^ayAierancc^^e^rto 9b^,iiuiidfffili ! » i /^ .niiiictjni/o > li j' »\'i ' 
. Menouf ii»>«4'Wi3^tch6d' place, and hcur.aifostiof ia miserabie 
construqtioQ» o whildb mras e«racuated; tbe jiaixal called by this 
name is « ^oble^ork, appearing a large riveir^'andis always 
fuJJ'pf wat^r^ fiS'the Nile flows into ibwitba fiill of teiiifeet^ '■• 
Qjfi the ^ 1st Colonel Stuart marched ito' Birchamp; and pn 
the ^Sd Geperal Hutchinson, beiiig.deBUsms to(^hold< a; con* 
ference with the Grand Vizir, that the. fatutetiplaniof opera* 
tions m^ght be arranged, feft the- camp with )ldie£la/ptain Pbcha, 
axid went in his barge by the canal of Alenoiif* ' >»;>'; 
. This day w^l ever be remarkable to tlie'^iBg^rptkn army;, 
a Sirocco wind darkened with a burning mist the atmosphere ; 
the thfiyn>oBM?ter was a^t 120 1 in the shade ;*.ilie. ground was 
heated like the. floor of a furnace; every >thing that was 

* At Balbeis the thermometer was at ISOj oa tbe western side of tbe Nile at 120> at Akx« 
andria 105* * 
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metaJliCf. auch 9$ arms^ibuttx^iif^vl^ures^^c.. became burning 
hot; the poultry »0Kpo8«ii to thecak^uaiid several horees aoid 
camels died; ;rcspifation nraa! difficnlt,i ^nd the lungs ^ere 
parched vrith Idptel £eiTf: partootesa iiHad\tbe.faBat continued 
forty-^ight hicmrsv the eflfects. woi|M; have jbedn dreadful; but 
happUy/asi night rdrew ob^ theitindoookd^ and a;t last changed 
to tbe>n<Nrtht*irosl;«' '• i « . :•' v •.:( ^ .•-.•/*. 

. Geoem)(Hu)toUn»itt did- ntft aniv^ till the next' morning, 
when ihe maaTfecBived with great state on his landing, andii^ 
tvoducedMtotthei.Grand' Vizir, who received hhn with ev«ry 
token of respect and regard. 
. The jGapitaiil Faoha was seated^ on the same so{dia with the 
Gfand /Vi^ir^ who had raised him up with much gritciousness 
as he .offered ;tD kneel and kiss his ^anient. 
. The Grand/ Viakr ts an old man,- with a very expressit© and 
engaging countenance, but havirng' only one eye, the othet 
bnngput out inf throwing the dgiredde ;^ a silrered beard of 
(Bxitraof dinary leiDgth and beauty, a remarkable ckanliness in 
person, gayie him a majestic and pleasing appearance, whilst 
the ai£ibility and particular elegance of his manners operated 
irresistibly in his favour; nor was this impression ever dimi- 
nished by a more intknate knowledge of his character ; brave, 
loyal, and humane ; if not endowed with the most splendid 
talents, he oraameated by his virtues the high dignity he 
was invested with. The interview was but short, as he pre- 
sumed, with some reason, that the general was oppressed with 
the crowd. 

, Tfe Grand Vizir, reinforced by some troops from Dgezzar 
Pacha^ who submitted again to the Porte, had on the 35th of 

* When the Vi2ir lost his ejre^ he sent the man who had committed the accident a pmic 
of money, and begged him, for fear that he might be ponished, to quit Turkey. An anec* 
dote very honourable to himself^ if not to the jurispradenoe offals country. 

(H^ February 
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F€it>ruftry advanced tot. Gabria^f- a ►difltaooc of twelve mites^ 
^^hfire,iin: coq»«quettce Arf^tfeeV wknrt of camels, sickness^ &c. 
hexp^i^^fxed UiDtil tbe.iathrbf ]&l«rdhv3tJ!i6Ji he proceeded, and 
Qtixi^i li^t;beao-kedr)dt:)fflajBti,)fnrliflr0.'he( halted until the 2«d, 
sinff 9 1 *k^< iplagu« rlrtigl5d)'«(j{ iTiktentlyi laH _EA ' Arkhl as Ao xeifcioe 
^^ga^i#qa <^ £ipiuil{til[^S9nd(tt)eiil t:oi6fteeni;lroQdrod>iit kss than; 
a^mftnth- ^ir^:Vi0me>'anny was^ Urfreitfornwad iwko Jtlaflreelldi- 
lyi^^^jlj jfjqd f iPftpb^ i ftnd ?hmii^l€\ l^^tmxofmding diie^biiid J i IBhe 

ip^j^r, ^^nhfhi /yv^iiii3.4 beepi ae^nt fonyaajd^ bPi^:il4»red rthoiraandv 
]^^t^4 Ay/? g^^v;^nve4i a^ ^1/Ambiiaadl^ tk&iSSBth the 
(fti3.iyd,Yii4?M/'Q»^ ro^rfihi heirecei¥«lifQCOMn4s]ofctEfei«iid^ 
ingi,^ t^ve, 4^?iti(|l^fin'iiEg3{pt| >an4ifi€ .tiie>i«p*iQo; taf) thfiwftl^ 
^Jj^J)..j];^t^}^gfij^^>Yf^ .brAVgJjIijte^hiw by .M^iiij^^^ and 

^^gyl^c,^i^,^^e,^^^ bty; A disciwrgQ af it^OBty-rone 

SWW*iit:P*Vit^p adjof^iptiliTahir Paehaadvawoediiioucthe ^tk 
I^^hpna^gdj^^h^^ ^nd ou jthe ^Oth th« Viair^, MciiQ:anriiwd>at 
Cp^Uch in four, days, during which march noy^VLt^rwo^ttohe, 
obtained in that part of the Desert, which extends^^lrom ^Ei 
A^j^§h ]to ^^Vpo^* . . 

Frofn thence )>e. sent to summom Fort ;Le$bi^( atiDamietta^ 
which summons being refused, he afterwards, on the'6thof 
May,. .det?i(Ched Ibrahim ,Pacha,i ,of Aleppo^: with two thouflahd 
five huudi;^,m^n (not wt. thousand > asfOcaeral.Rejmierrepise- 
seats), aad/^YP piec^;pf canp<>Q^ to attack DamieUiaL Onithe 
24th of April he movQdto Salahieh^ where he arrived) oa the 
27th, which place the French had evacuated oa.th£i$th,^ithout 
destrpying the wprk^, .as^Geijeral Reynier states^ .but, eve© bn 

^ Cdionel Hoilawty, vrbohoA succeeded General Koehler dftep his dedth lA Vtctiiiber, 
I800«'4iad the dispositton of tbe wany, beingmuch in the Vizir's confidence. ' He lias since 
been knighted for his services. 
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the. coniuauyw laavingiall Hies artidldiyJbelii nd.'^ u fo 'this *march 
is a partiGuJlar,rpfi$s^:>calIedfJE^ B$nt]de^Itxmiitm^^oR^ 
Jja^ingc^cccteditirt /faril(ige»ihwfc^ khibES\fa«' ii^C^sary ^td^ jJass 
QWne ydry I swampy 'gifotiiid/ibhneflj^itkeJbed^f^^^^ bwui^li 
^.the^le. cTbci Er*atlchuii^iiix£rt&empted)io»bldve^ the 

mam vea^leL)09imefk^[p■>^ OiDth&SOttiK^^Afii^Iith^ Vi^irsent ta 
sToinmoEiiCaiDHi, iaftdiuritbtlui view of Tecoatim^ing its defeaci^s/ 
Major Hap^ otfAheiBrillishiartilleryvfiei^ving' nvith M^'ttrmyi ^^^ 
i»tinesitd.Akoitt> occcimpimy the 'i^bsi '^iHe w«s iieyt^ admitted 
ittt0^thBJtoi5to, bufearasiuEwiliftTeatedf: di»kig -i^ith the IVefnch 
officeviidithe'iOtttit&Fd gioardi In aibw^hdufrs'tbeywere^ dismissed 
wi£h iG^easil fielliaid'diajiigwer, which <of cc^eme iv^ets a; 'refusal 
tAiiihb Qtsdad VizirVp^eteiisions;" Ort the Tth^^May^the^Vfehr 
advanced ttx)Co0itt^iei^bliedn ifril^s iliom-.Salahieh^Vliere learning 
thai s<Miftediscqiitent6''had»iftanifested themselVesdambrigst the 
tffoopeiatB&lbeifi^ UfOder Mahommed Pacha, he'prcxi^eede'd'thtirfe 
the following morning, accompanied) fey the Reis Eflfendi^ 
Lieutenant Colonel 'HoUoway, Major Hopei* and- a f(few at- 
tendants, when his presence immediately restored order and 
tranquiUity. 

The camp at Balbeis had been entrenched, and a redoubt 
confttraeted under the direction of Captain Lacy, of the Royal 
Engineeisj 

On the- 11th of May that part of the Ottoman army and of 
the military mission left at Cozin, joined the Grand Vizir at 
Balbeis. This army, now concentrated, had passed over a space 
of two hundred and fifty miles, of which one hundred and se- 
venty were Desert. • ^ 

On the ISth of May the Vizir received the intelligence of the 

* Only some of the interior works were destroyed^ and some gnns thrown down a well ; 
ethtrs were concealed under sand^ bat the whole were immediately mounted. Salahieh is a 
v^ular work, built by the French, and is a ^ace of strength. 

0^2 capture 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 116 ) 

cftptorev^f.iSlhniiabidi, and of the forced) march whieh the 
iFierioh^weBi'linakiiigUdCIaHiaJ \ - !«'. . / i r. , 

'^iiitbelmoriUD^'6f< th6^<3;5th Ibcahim^ey^came to OeHsml 
3Im<^ti^oii^' 'and/siQiid/ted a pritate edufbrenoa, in nhichy.iifith 
t^is^'hefHl^scrotBed htms^ as^a pobrcbld iitan9)dsq>€ndn^oikiidb 
-£n^9lv solelj fdrrprotactioiL Thi& celebrated xihietfy.tfaoiircd 
/c^^M^nidd, ist a dshott stout mmsL, 06 (a fsdr xqinplesKioii^nfitfaL a 
^ittcH ^p^kiing^ ^yoy bht his^oharacter does not 'CQrre6][)CBal iritk 
tbtt appeffi^WpH^ ^fjammatidni PoBsessed of abili1d»i{<Jwi\midt8 
that energy which is so necessary toc8iippoct.siufh a spAiiaitiaft.'ai 
hl^ d^pfited» to; i dhdi the waht af> idiick 'has so ^ofbdn Jde^BSinnildni 
iofiidst^Fertimdntv and, ifn his retxeattiurtas tkcf EUsert^ imq- 
deted^iktWy inw^tiTG his talents and/cmiragei^LJ i. uhnLi! o .t 

i>/Vhe Grand ¥iii]<siain]tly. pvesented oa ireryi diffirttitjapipeam 
anbe^tb/lhtfiiTiivkBi under tha'CSap^ ;Here>Jwrer&iiepm» 

gtbf ifc52g iiuD^»c8'of disibipliiiQ ; eachioorps eacaikipedbQtafascdijr 
iVQpnd'itirvohieifoam ; hoafisaadcameb cvowdeid:aU(iheiiotei^ 
Tab y-fbunibrite and caiinon kiy mixed amongst then^ ^Ind the 
jxkaLef^hnBAiAVOGBt disgurting chaos^ whilst ithe dirt and filth 
of'|;he! camp certainly were amply sufiicient to generate the 
piague^ and every pestilential disease, f- 
) J 'III nthe. evening, when the gale of wind blew up /the fine par- 
tiolbt of soil, the atmosphcTre was intolerable^ and woid) jEaul to 
grveid just descripticHi of the wretchedness. • .: c 

> The 'troops were composed of all naiions, and such a rabble 
was li^ver bt^hekli ' There is good ground for asserting that near 



* Bdonaparte acknowledges that his horses were so jaded in die pofstiit^ that had Ibrahiin 
Bey« recovering from Us panic, only Appeared tp make* a standi the oame^paeocea might 
have been veiy fatal to him^ and that he was totally unequal to a contest. 

i* £ach tent had a little temple of C within a yard of it, and which was formed by 

a piece gf canvas > but as no opening wa» made in the earth, they were abomisiaUe iioQDi 
every reason^ yet in this state they were always packed on the camdi^ 

ten 
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ten t]]0mandiib[abaii)fd9tecxithec>bAliie,i^ii^^ 

Grand Vizir, in hopes of the piUage3>fcCgimlj>iiT&^«\rfob©r'i)f 

hornet xras pmdigipui, ^Si^airUTiiiltidhisolkiisntpi^ 

ivitfa Guienm miUe^iandithe wntchpd 6oiiuatr^a\t&8£.d^okrt[«l(|;wilh 

.UBtii)ai:sDiiid'(f3^^ i^flGcnrd icffa^ak ifoEagel ly3Jke)^MmAe}»k§»9 

haire«i^,.itQi:thboniiddiev ofiJ&ve .faQotdBSdi^nd^s^lj^i^iiteitecfii-* 

.cwkn^pe^-mmimvy* Btipfirmfimdaoarar y itiitBrrluibB weise JisiiqA tdeto» 

msA tsga\B!ntyy^ tthfeVDc^oe|siiri^fy^j«iMj|b» 

feapQUdilig vitbiioxtieqtfukkxixL -f ^;a^303n oa ^i ifoulv/ voTj/fD iniU 

r- .iGtiwa»^ oHiitxAb^ ibceiydditheiijitelHgGaLde^iltpl^ tiub^ 

^oiem^ irlid bald setiied fianb theFovt Lo^^.itoithenipithtrjbf 

five hundred menvjsfitaxc efibctilig;[tfaQirijmial»m ^vfiAilhbotyfo 

vessela^'tfoue (o£F whioh-.^krora.j^dk^n^itndlj^ariadd^ Aboidiic». 
aiiid that tiib iifthj iraa pt^obabljn caplntr^df^di^Jirilscp:^^ Jc^ 
a-Turkiih ftigAtidi^//biiii G^ifiraLBcyiiierjfllatfis 
5f:andiBniilu&isan JumoiuBiblfi msinij .((itisifrntekB^Si^^ ihatk 
tfak force^ a£ter the retreat of GenGiBdIagrimgxi,#h(riild^iit^^ 
on tke coast, since ita longer defence /was i^ale9$^f^d>tii0l piis^- 
sibility of the retreat of the corps dailjTiibec^ipiQwarbfurecmjioiia^ 
l%ie a|ypaient.daty of the commander was^to attempt a^pSMkige 
through the Delta,' oi; to ccoss.the Nile bcAow Aosetla. There* 
was a probability of shccbsb^ andtbe strength o£ thedoftafchment 
dlways insu'ped. a capitukttLon t; bui General Rey^ier ^excuses, 
this by sayiog'tkati<t)h^>mfisseiigerj^QntwitIk th^ljorden for Uie r^*^ 
treat never arrived. It is equally singular that the Turks did 
not prevent thesprlie of the gswiriso^of Fort Lesb^ or discover^^ 
the movement at the time: Their hatterieg- against the fort were 
to have been opened on the l4th, in the night of which the 
French retreated, but ignorantol^the precise locality^ an opinion 
can only be forna^d from s^pp©wtk>fl. 

In: 
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.J(jx J)^n>i£tta .>}^^^ pi^'^y,.^gerip^j^(jl ia .tUe forts a. 

jiMe ^^A^MMS^^^^. ?f>s^^^;flf. extrwj^rdinary iuterest and 
amuseineatjjl;(}^|in,,:grt^fpp^^-, .Tl'hf, (^1^4 Yi^irgi^va a tQuraar 

ij^^^^^nj J^y^^a^jtJ}^^^^ gijft^ o^Su^s qf ^atp,stai^dwg-v I rTMiQa^. 
vaj^y^ ^t;9^l}9,flffpii))^ o^abp^t Ihree huiwkedp,?T^^|?4WRP^\^^^^«: 

darted out of the ranks successively,,. thrpjyipgh^p^ 49M¥^/I49d 
wh^lsjt from th(e severity of the bit ai^d.bn^tnseipf thwrahpyel 
stiijijp spurs^. the blood streamed profu/seJ^ f^o^ ^^ ro^p th?. aM 
sides pf thejr horses. When this exercisQ l^ad lasted s^biQut tiw) 
hours^ |:he Gra,nd Vizir, Captain Pacha, ^ mounjted tlweir^owesir . 
and moved to review the main army, the attemlants shouting the 
whole wa^s ^^^ Alia achbar^ Alia achbar^ Raise be to .God;'.' but 
before the cavalcade arrived at the camp, the Grand Vizir 
seized a dgiredde, and, manoeuvring his horse with dexterity, 
threw, it at the Reis Eflfendi. The contest now became general 
amongst the most exalted personages ; Ibrahim Bey rode with 
much grace ; the Reis Effendi and Mahommed Pacha entered 
the lists, and the Captain Pacha,* with a commanding dignity 
and admirable skill, manceuvred in the circle; but Solyman 
Aga, the pride of the Majnelukes, for the beauty of his coun- 
tenance, the elegance of his manners, his excellence in all the 
martial exercises, rushing forward with a long spear in his hand. 



* The Captain Pacha was much diBtressed to think that the English might be ridiculing ; 
and when the fool appeared, he could not help expressing how shocked he was, but excused 
the whole from, the custom of his countiy. 
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excelled beyttnd'Cbnfptelition/'aiid i?rto^ted^ ^hiVetial* laii^^^ 
tion. Yet with the ah\litf6t[mmbs^''Mtied''^{kt^^^ 
seemed to dredtf fti^^jyfd^i\iiHehcfe';^^^ Sf^Q 

itf &f fbbli'iribnntfeil'b^it i^Wyift^^^^ 

Witt a belFfbiind^i^^ifecVr^ntora^ yh^h^^fe^ritf i^W/^Ss 

jatelhis,>Hfe'ffirc^ctoa^iist teV^^ 

as^ the^icAily-^bjtex^orth^ tfis^i^:^ if^^W^MMa^^^^B^S^ 




recifeiV^k h^iidfiiVftf sequitis.t ""''" ^"■''' ^'^' '^'^^ '^''' ^'''^''' 

sefeifliti^priWie^iia approbaiibh; i^dte'^IoYigiTie 4^tcfe(J^ffiW 
drawn •otiV to reee^t-e' hiiii, for he Hdd * hot'lhfeti^ ^eetf j^^^^df ^ 
troo|j9, whilst the Gaptain Pacha sufifercjrfiiitrc^lfri^tife^^lM^^^^ 
In the evening aw Amaut, who had'beetl fedilty'iFilk<MViA| ' 

a woman, an offence of the highest \iatute airf6ngst J(8fs[ftolii(i- '' 

, , . . •■,..: ^.'k/i; ) ')tlT trid\ )'.v 

♦ The attebdartis when hit pretended to be hurt, and frdiii repeated' bW>*4 lilfecfed tb be 
unhorsed 5 but when on the ground;, tfaejr looked at tba Bridsh-dffidbri^'IdllifaB ^iitV{fidi> 
tongues as a sign of the quiz the^ were playing. The flgiredde.is ^ sti^k wbfch^il he^d-^bfjf))^ 
the thigh until the horse is checked up suddenly from full speedy when at the same moment 
it is darted against th^ adversary -, bat ir requires a strbng arm to give it'force^ and^some dex- 
terity to m^ke it strijge .with: the paint. Th&bit is the mdstsivt^e Vbicb ckabt ngcide^ ^and 
a horse is never thrown on his haunches suddenly without the blood flowing from his p^i^uth ; 
the consequence is^ that their mouths are so hardened, that in 9 less severe bit they hang^ 
dead npon the hand. Thfc stirrups are exactly similar to the pan of a shovel, 'the ena o^ which 
is very sharp, and kept constantly pressing against the horse Jn his gBB2)p> sa^thit bi6.^anb» 
are not pricked, but absolutely scored. M • . ,> 

f In Egypt a fool is worshipped as a saint, and at Cah-o they have many particular privi- 
leges, but the most singular is the superstition which favours them so as to make their, chil- 
dren considered the peculiar favouri^ of heaven 5 < therefore in the public stredtB the niost 
virtuous women have no scruples to thei9> apd i^usengcis^. instead «f)cll^turbiog> pray over 
their union. A woman so with child is highly esteemed imoogat hcr^own-jex ; there is tbere- 
fore some excuse for playing the fool in that country, 
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tanis, was shot^ There was bo public cefemoriy at this execu- 
tion; a small guard conducted him to a road immediately on 
the left of the camp^ and one of them, placing a pistol at the 
right side of his body, fired, when the man feU dead. He was 
left three days ia the same place, exposed to public view. 

General Hutchinson having finally decided on his plans, and 
obtained a written declaration from the Grand Vizir that unless 
bis army was allowed to proceed inunediately to Cairo, he was 
assured the troops would distand, left the camp on the !27th 
with the Captain Pacha, and with much pleasure, for he could 
hot be very comfortable amidst this scene of disorder, and where, 
.as is usual in a Turkish camp, the musquet balls were continually 
whiflzitag ; but notwithstanding the remonstrances of the Vizir, 
and the custom even of the English officers attached to the 
ipission,* he always rode out during his stay unaccompanied by 
aqy Janissary guard, which was heretofore deemed necessary to 
jprotect an European from insult, if not violence, but in the 
event this confidence much pleased the Turks themselves. 

iTie extraordinary difficulties in obtaining the necessary sup- 
plies and stores, added to the certainty of the French fleet's 
being at sea, destined for Alexandria, a corvette of which had 
entered on the 19th into that port, and the continued opposi* 
tion in the army to the movement, the ravages daily made by 
the dysentery and blindness, the absolute want of money, four 
months pay being due, rendered it extremely necessary for the 
Commander in Chief to have additional grounds besides his own 
opinion to justify his perseverance. 

The Captain Pacha now engaged to supply the army with 
bread, for which purpose ovens were ^tablished at Menouf, 

* The British artilleiy^ howerer^ regularly had pclUicprafers every Snnday in the midst 
of ilieTarlnih camp; and during the whple time of their bexng attached to that army, were 
never molested or interrupted in the scrviee. 
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and likewise agreed to provide la certain proportion of buftaloes, 

which he obtained trom the inhabitauts by requisition.* ' ,, 

' ^ s • ^'L t r'^i^'-iV'^ '. «V "• '»H- ^ •i'^ J:u .J»f-> olf to ji >l -^ff) 
On, the ^yth of MaV. m the evening^ a Mameluke came from 

the Caia Bey. or general ot Usman Bey, to annoimce his^.arr 

rival with the adva^ced■ ^uard at l.errana. Maioft VVilsoa^vas 

iirj'"? .^tTr.bf ^>ui 10 !» ■'iO')IF^' ,u.;l ^ni /iJ(T riO-fiqlT'rH.TI lirr'^ajiL/ 

id assure hi 




iu^elli^v.ixv.v.* .. 

self^ndrfQilowers into his hands. An exact byphax m person, 
c\ipning, and intrigue, h^ became^reater from his attachnaent 
tqW master. " ' . ' 

He appointed four o clock in the monnng, and a^ vill^e in 
front of their army as the place of rendezvous, froin whence ne 
was to proceed to the English general's tent, but anxiously sti- 
pulated that the Captain Pacha. was not to know of the time of 
his coming : however, so great was his dread of being betrayed 
by the Turks, who accompanied Major Wilson, that instead of 
keeping his appointment, he at three o'clock marched, and, 
strikitig into the Desert, came by the rear of the camp, after a 
considerable detour, to the' geheralV tent, Wliefe he was as- 
sured by General Hutchinson in person of his protection, and 
that the Captain Pacha should corifii'm those stipulations he 
had in the name of tlie Grand Signor already pledged.-f- Froiii 

' ^ Bufiak) meat is extf^me]/ coarse 5 it is' an anim&l dmost kmpmbiiAitf/ tar the ^ole day 
the boi&loes li^ in the;water, looking like great porpoises;, tk^ pAroiieonstantly alao tie on 
their horns the clothes or articles they wish to carry across the Nile> jump on their backs, and 
use them as ferries. w/ >d • .. 

t When be saw Me^ WiJ^n in the tent afibecwrar^^j h^^ipxiovsly osplaitlMl bis DfWtive 
for not keeping his appointment. In the late tumult at ^exanikia in the boats he was kiiietl^ 
having defended himself with the utmost desperation, and before he fell being nearly hacked 
to pieceEi 

R thence 
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thence he went. to the Captain Pacha, who receivea hiDti ^ith 
apparent , pleasure and cordiality. In the evening General 
Hutchinson, s mother, Captains laylor and rroby, returned 
with him to the cajjip of Osman Bey. 

On the 1st ctf'Jtune tlie army moved forward to Mishlei ; Co- 
lonel Stuart's corps remained at Birchamps. 

/The great delay which had retarded the 6p6ra;tions for such 
a tirije, it is by many believed might have been in some degree 
avoided ; but as a Commander in Chief kntrst cohfbrm bis move- 
ment. to that state of preparation^ whicb the Various depart- 
mepts of the army, essential for its maintenance and' service; 
will allow of, the absolute occasion of the delay iiiuk bef soiigM 
for in the difficulties which presented themselvds to lender the 
effort^ of the commissary unequal to the assuraiice of a certaift 
supply, when the state of the boccage caused a scarcity in the 
nxagazines, the want of camels before the convO^ was taken, 
and the deficiency of stores, &c. from the same reasons, and a 
wish for General Baird's co-operation, who was daily expected. 
But that no farther delays might impede the offensive opera- 
tions. General Lawson of the artillery, and Captain Brice, who 
commanded the engineers, were sent back to RoSetta, in order 
to forward, with^very exertion, the heavy artillery, &c. ^required 
for the siege of Cairo ; and their exertions proved m6st benefi- 
cial to the service, as well as honourable to theinSelves. 

The next evening Mr. Hutchinson, &c. returned from the 
Mameluke camp, then six mliles distant, and fepoke In the highest 
terms of their reception, the order, appearance, and manners, 
which elevate the Mamelukes so much above the Turks. 

The next morning Osman Bey Tambourgi,* attended by seven 

' * . Tamboiixgi, bo callsd from having been a dnimmer. After Mof ad Bey*^ ^eskth, he as- 
sumed the a^ind of CreUr^ or chief. { 

Others, 
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others* came, ta ^y isit |the gqnepp,!, and were highly pleased with 
his frankness and unequivocal dectarj^tion of Kis sentiments 
\vi\p, regard, tp them. They had been by arr^^ngi^meftt, for ifear 
of giving offence, previously jvitn tt^ Cap^aiii l^ach^^^ ek- 

ert?d himself to remove from tKeir minqs iall' apprehension and 
suspicion. , . .1 J. ^.. . . ., ^ , 

, Pjsnptaii 5i?^^'^as q.'handJ^omp lust^ inar|,*of f^ttjy years o^ag^!, 
ftrnaix^eQtied wi^,W d;3tiQguishin^ in^slgnm^ ex^ 
4iaWP94 Jb4i^j|.,j^ago^^,,.w^^ to( hi/maptej^r'^^^^ 

fi^ctQV) ajip4 , fi^/P^fi9^?pf?rf . Morajd . ^ iJnder lils commknd Werfe 
elpyen.Beys- hvi. .tt^eir united^ ^fticien^ hoj: including 

their n^fp^ypjjp.fojlJ^QW^rs^jdid not ampiiivt to abpve/twelve huii- 
xlred W^%* t 3)te?r.F.^^f^Jl richly dressed, \\vell.mp^^ 
pointed^ ^^id^^g^p^ed. Individually, without doubt, they are 
jsupenor.to any qayiahy in the Vp.^W f but collectively, British 
dva^qon^ ,mu§t, ^ froiT^, their physical superiority of strengtlf, 
wpightj^ ^jnd y-elpqity, oyerpower in a charge more than an equal 
lxuwi?er p^ them.. . . j ' / . 

The Mamelukes, generally are fine men, and seemed likel^y to 
continue? PQ arjoth^r g^eration, if judgment might be formed 
jFrojpa the beautifuVyoung Georgian boys in their possession, No 
j^ir qf sorrow appeared in any face, e:xcept in the countenances 
of sontie FrenchiUien who had deserted or had been taken, arid 
V'ho were afraid of being exposed to the shame of returning 
amongst their comrades, after the abuse which they had suf- 
fered, and ,ther^for^ still continued in the service of their un- 
natural, masters.-f* Still the sentiment of love for their native 

* Id Upper Egypt had been kft about eight bundred ta take care of theiir farxas. 

t It must^be underatood that the Mamehikes are alls ■ . Egyptiaos and Turks are 
also 3 but the former necessarily from their system must be, and when they become princes, 
they contioue from inclination what in their early youth may be considered an involuntary 
act of submissibu ; however, there is ati anecdote of Osman Bey Bardici*s resistance to 
Moradj which must exculpate him from voluntarily encouregiDg this upuMtural vice. 
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country was HjOt ta b^.sui)4uedy wid they miserably pined in 
their slavery. ... 

. The Beya ^qr^. m^ij qf a,1p^Utie§, Mohammed Elfi, so called 
from Morad having paid 1100 dollars for him, which is an ho- 
nourable, disitinqlfion npw attached to his name, and who has 
since fled into Uppsr Egypt, was particularly eleven Osman 
3ardi<?^^tenvards »evev^ wounded, was the most active, and 
Hassap Bey .^hq most endowed with the knowledge of European 
politics, beiia^ an Italian hy »birth^ and having been an hostage 
for the fealty of Morad Bey to the French, by whom he had 
also been rs^ised to the dignity of aJBey^^.. 

, General Hutchinson ijov ^aw that two gceat objects of his 
march were accomplished;, an union with the Turkish armyv 
and the junction of the Mamelukes, who, from their ioduenoe 
secured th?cQuntry,^^nd left the French destitute of resource. 
Intelligence l^aving^ abo been receive ^that Colonel Murray 
had landed at Cossir, with a few hundred men, and that he 
entertained the momentary expectation of the remainder of 
the arpiy joining, the General was relieved from the fear of 
General Beljiard's retiring into Upper Egypt, a movement 
which would have been the most disastrous to the English, bM 
pursuit there was almost impracticable, from the sickly'State of 
the troops. 

On the 4th of June the army marched, aiid took up a. 
position in front and rear of Lochmas.* Colonel Stuart the 
same day crossed the water from Birchamps, and halted on 
the banks of the Nile. The gun-boats had been sent through 
the canal of Menouf, as the Nile was too shallow to allow of 
their proceeding farther in the Rosetta branch. Hitherto the 
Captain Pacha in his vessel, which, in comparison with the 
size of those used in the Nile, might be called a frigate, had 

been towed by men through the mud, and forced over banks 

which 
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which no ship of equfti biw*th^ UMeytt ^Usid& befor^r fiut 
this trait was consistent with the character of this extrabtdinary 
tnan, w it gave him' opportunities t6'dilSpldy•hi^5']^o^ve?r and mu- 
nificence.. - - i' "^' ''- ' 'M i^^i^ '^ii-'^'^ '*^- ^•^'' 

The next day theaririy advalwsed' *tb V^fddhfiV'ahtout'ten 
miles; and Colonel Stuarfe moved to Shubra Shhdbz^ whjercf ttie 
Grand Vizir had taken a"po6itioii, and w'ho received the colonel 
with every mark of affection, and that distinction whidrhis iiii- 
portant and gallamt fiervicfes entitled 'him to expect: 

The siakness of the troops now alarmingly ihcreasfed, there 
being at this time one thousand who had returned to^Rosetta, 
or were in two days aftenmcds in such a state as to render ex- 
pedient the establishment of an hospital damp on the point of 
the Delta. » 

The English army marchdd again on the^th^ and encamped 
beyond El Oatta, a* Erhoue,* where the Nile divided into ifwo 
branches. The Mamelukes here first formed a part of the 
grand oamp, and for the first time pitched tents with any re- 
gularity, which the geiaeml insisted should be done. On the 
£fth the dJsmy moved to Burtos, and the Vizir to Charlahan. On 
the 15th the English army advanced to Tinash, and the Vizir 
encamped in rear of Bassous. 

On June the 15th General Hutchinson sent privately a French 
Mameluke, who had fOTmerly been a merchant in Egypt, and 
was then in the service of Osman Bey Bardici, to General Bel- 
liard, with adetter, begging of him to consider the dreadful fate 
to which he exposed the inhabitants of Cairo, by holding out 
the place, and subjecting it to an assault by the Turks, and at 
the same tinae ofiermg him a capitulation on the most honoiir- 



^ On this march^ the Desert^ for a consldc^rablc p^ft of the wg^y, reached do^|i to ^Qbaid&s 
of the Nile. 
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dole ^tmdl ^11heiM)air{dbk»Kraf9hoft.' to enter the towti'; 

hd ^«islmtt)byT<a)Erenchcoffiaerv(Kviio Earned the letter ito Ge*> 
nendL BeUiai^^yvahdtthen [Petuined^with ai po^tive: refusal (to eTri^et 

'[i0mAhoil6th^the arteip 'nidv^d'opjppsite t6 Shubm,. and the 
British*, hnd)er Golemel Stuart^ i advttiroed ^beyond the Turks ta 
ilw QftiiaLiit fronts of Shubrai Tiie Vidtirsuarmjcontinued' in 
the rear of Bassous. The Turks, under the Captain Pacha^ had 
tlw dayJB€«Hw6d to the .right, forming ^ line .witht the British, 
and.the jMaraelukea occupied the wllagies pf CoalaabflW, Bash^ 
teel, an^Irobftbaj* TtiB aorraogeinent didnot^^leaae the.Cap» 
tain Pacha, who had always encamped with his troops on the 
banks of the Nile-; but he was satisfied^ when tlw neoe^sity of 
thQ movement ^vas explained to him. The gpo^ of the service 
was his gr^9.tr object, aad to, promote that hispride. 

It bc^ngj absolutely necesBary (toinsttre an easy, comraunipa* 
tiop betw^qn <he two armies) that a bridge of bofets should be 
thrown across the Nile, the army had taken post here to covet 
its erecti^. No sooner were the tents pitched, and glome £ng»- 
li$h officersi appeared near Imbaba, who had preceded to raco»f 
noitre, than h^avy guns were heard on the leffc of Cairo, which 
proved to be a/ew dejoicy as all the batteries in the cjitadeland 
entrenched camp successively fired. If the jnuinbeir of cannon 
awed,, the vast extension of the line to be defended by the then 
estimated strength of the garrison counterabted the impres*^ 
sion ; and the opinion was universal, that if the object of the 
enemy was to inspire terror by. the display of strength, the ef- 
fect was diametrically opposite. 

A variety of speculations were made on this, singular cele- 

* Imbaba is a village^ in front of which Morad Bey was defeated by the French. This 
affair has been dignified, in order to impress a false consequence, with the name of the battle 
of the Pyramids, although Imbaba is distant from them seven miles. 
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bration, ns day unfortunate dm8tGi^^.^eKcMg<iEe Engltdi^'bei' 
fore Alexandria, must hav* beea kaofikm '- of I oourtej iicf ore/ the 
garriBon 1 of. Cairo couid^hd^ViO beenrridoqaaibtbdnvitfajiii^cbikt in 
vain was the wildest guess at the cause of a^u afejac^rmrhich 
was ordered ♦V for the capture lof Ireland/' - iRidd(&ulowitas<this 
story appears, it is sacredly true, aild this c^noditihaslrbeeiii 
dignified amongst the Fi-^nchiwitk tbe jtistifyingitennof a)rMe 
de guerre. ■ *= ' ' ' :• l ' :•;;■ ;:'■■'; \» ■• -^f : 

, Itt the evening intelligence arritn^^i of AdoliiJal OantheaUme's 
having anchored off Cape Dirae; an4 of his having put to sea 
again with unacicountable preoipitationf and voliintki^ loss of 
^mcbors; * • • ...-".' ^ '•'' ' . ' : . , 

June the 14rtii an^ officer waft sent With Bome^Mameluhes to 
patrote to Giza, which he effected, leaching the tree within a 
quarter of a mile of Morad Bey's hotise, which formed the 
defence of the north front. On his return, he reported that 
the bridge of boats from Old Cairo to Gim might from thent^ 
be destroyed, but that the bridge seemed less covered by the 
town on the oth6r side of Giza. He had wished to have ascer- 
tained this, but the Mamelukes refused to go round. About 
the same time Captain Lutchins of the 11th dragoons, with 
Captain Brice of th€ Engineers, passing through the Desert, 
reached the heights of Mokattan, advancing even as far as the 
old mosque, immediately above the citadel. The French at- 
tempted to cut them off, "but did not succeed. 

This patrole was very creditable to the party employed, and 
beneficial from the information it obtained. 

In the. evening a Maltese deserter came in> and reported that 
some French troops were going into Upper Egypt for provi- 
sions, and that the feu de joie was fired for the cause before 
mentioned, this news having been sent by General Menou, and 
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brbught by fifty of the corps of dromedaries, who had come by 
the Desert, and entered Cairo on the evening of the 12th. 

June the 17th the Captain Pacha and General went as far as 
Dockee to reconnoitre. In the evening a serjeant major of 
French hussars deserted, and proved a very intelligent man. 
Tlie prince of Fez also brought some papers, found on an Arab, 
who was killed in the pursuit, and who was going to Alexandria 
with a letter from General Belliard, in which he claims a con- 
siderable victory at Elhanka, as killing five hundred men, two 
Beys, and taking four pieces of caution. Another letter repre- 
sented, that the coups de bdton having been inflicted on the 
Sheiks of the villages, the contributions would quickly come 
in. This was written by a general who had commanded in the 
Delta, and who descanted on the advantages to be derived from 
this mode of collecting the income tax. 

June the ipth orders were issued for the march across the 
Nile on the next morning; the bridge, composed of sixty dgerms, 
and about one hundred and eighty yards wide, being completed, 
some of the guns were even passed across, the general having 
been persuaded from some information that a direct attack on 
Cairo would hasten its faH rather sooner than by the previous 
reduction of Giza ; but at eight o^clock in the evening countet 
orders were issued, as General Hutchinson and General Crad- 
dock's subsequent opinions coincided, that a total investment 
was necessary, and the possession of Giza was indispensable, 
considering that if the army crossed the Nile, and the gates of 
Giza were left open to the French, a sortie might be made, 
the garrison escape by the Desert over the plain, or his tete 
du pont attacked during the night, possibly carried, and thus 
the army be cut off altogether from the left bank; and the 
French serjeant major's information, whose abilities were 
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very superior to his station, confirmed the general in his re- 
solution. 

This change of movement rendered the delay of a day neces- 
sary ; the Grand Vizir was instantly sent to, and requested to 
counter-order also his march ; but his army would not be dis- 
appointed. At day-break they struck their tents, and moved 
forward in the most tumultuous and disorderly manner to within 
cannon-shot of Cairo, when they thought proper again to pitch 
their tents. 

By the great exertions of Captain Marley, their position at 
last became corrected, and even good; for he threw the first 
line on the canal, which runs between Elwoile and Elmini, 
in the rear of which latter village Colonel Stuart's brigade was 
afterwards posted, Tizir Pacha's division was posted at Izawoi, 
Ibrahim Pacha's at Shubra, and the Vizir's body of troops at Di- 
miet. Nevertheless, exposed as they were. Colonel Stuart, who 
had remained according to orders in his post, was obliged to 
march to their support, and encamped on their right. The' 
next morning, the 21st of June, the English army advanced 
to within a mile and a half of Giza, encamping in two lines, 
with their left on Dockee, and the right on Zaneen. The 
Turks encamped in two lines, threw forward their right to 
Tahourmis, and the Mamelukes were posted in their rear. Some 
Mamelukes, who had advanced under Osman Bey Hassan and 
Mahommed Bey Elfi, attacked the enemy's post of cavalry in 
front of Giza, and charged it in a very handsome manner, pur- 
suing within one hundred and fifty yards of the works of the 
place ; and although the French fired sharply with their cannon 
at them, killing and wounding several horses, they retired again 
m perfect good order. 

This affair, if not brilliant, from the loss of the enemy, four 
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or five only being killed and two taken, still was honourable 
to the Mamelukes, and assured the English that their repu- 
tation was justly earned ; and their occupation of Sachatmichle, 
a village within 300 yard^ of the works of Giza, immediately 
afterwards, was an important movement, meriting the highest 
commendation. 

Captain Brice having reported that from a wood in front of 
this village the attack upon Giza and the bridge should be 
made, an English officer, with five hundred Arnauts, was at 
ten o'clock at night detached to occupy it The silence which 
they preserved during the march, and regularity with which they 
took up the several posts allotted them, gave a strong proof of 
their improved discipline, and how soon good example, with 
zealous commanders to superintend, may organize even bar- 
barians. The highest praise must be given to Colonel Linder- 
thai, who had been appointed to act as Quarter Master General 
to the Turks from the first movement at Elhamed. The ar- 
rangements he made, the ability he shewed on all occasions, 
and the incessant attention be paid to their improvenaent, com- 
bined with the anxious support of the Captain Pacha, produced 
this almost incredible change in the wildest of men. His talents, 
m the Quarter Master GeneraFs department are well known, 
and need not be enlarged on here. 

Night and day the greatest exertions were made to drag up 
the heavy cannon and requisite ammunition, the dep6t of 
which was formed at Talbia. Whilst the arrival of the 42d and 
28th regiments from Alexandria^ under Geiieral Hope,* who 
had recovered from his wounds, and Brigadier General Oakes, 

* General Hope requested to haye a brigade^ and Colonel AbercixnDbie succeeded liim a» 
adjujtaot general* 
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diffused new spirits, General Moore also, to the great joy of the 
army, reinstated in his health, joined^ and his presence alone 
was esteemed a valuable reinforcement. 

The gentt^al had intended toi qhange the front of the army, 
and take up an oblique position^ .§p a&.to approach with his 
right nearer the point of attack, when on the 22d of June, in 
the morning early, a French offi^r^.from Giza, with a flag of 
truce, was brought in to the general by Captain Taylor. He 
came from General Belliard, to require that an English officer 
might be sent to a conference he proposed. The general con- 
sented, and sent to know of what rank the officer should be. 
The answer was returned, that, as the matter to be discussed 
was of the highest importance^ it was requested that a General 
Officer might be sent. General Hope was thereforie named, 
who met a French colonel of engineers, Touissard, near Giza, 
and staid^with him a long time. 

The next morning, by agreement, General Moran and Ge- 
neral Hope met under the trees near Giza. Three tents were 
pitched fcT them and their attendants. A guard of honour,, 
composed of grenadiers and cavalry, attended each. 

General BeUiard had at first proposed, that each party should 
have an armed escort ; but General Hutchinson answered, that 
between the troops of civilized nations, such a precaution could 
not be necessary ; a reply which handsomely maintained the 
dignity of his allies. No congress was ever more interesting. 
Never, in the presence of such an army, composed of the 
troops of so many nations, on such remarkable ground, on a 
more important subject, was heretofore a military council held. 

General Moran unequivocally declared, that the object of his 
instructions was the evacuation of Cairo, and the return of that 
garrison to France. To airange which. General Hope on the 
part of the English, Isaac Bey on the part of .the Captain 
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Pacha, Mahommcd Pacha, for the Vizir, and Osman Bey, for 
the IVIamelukes,, were appointed; and on the part of the 
French, General Donzelot^ and Colonel Tarayre, ch6f de 
brigade, wfre the negoqiators. Captain Taylor officiated as 
secretary • ............ 

Late in the evening the cpnfer^pqes broke up, when a cessa- 
tion of hostilities for forty-eight l^ours was proclaimed. The 
reason assigned for so long ^n. arui^stice was the representation 
made by General Moran, tlj^^t Genera^ B^Uiard was obliged to 
call a council of w^r,. which it was difficult )to assepible, from 
the severity of the duty of the superior ofl^cers., , 

The.cpnferences, notwithstanding, proceeded; on the 24th 
the line of ^Ipfliarcation was settled, but it required ppnsidera- 
ble exertion to enforce the preservation of it by the Grand 
Vizir's aripy. . TJie French, aware of the difficulty, had stipu- 
lated that a British officer should accompany the superior of7 
iicer of his Highnesses army, who might be named to take up 
the line of out-posts, , In consequence of this arrangement the 
Tibbidy Pacha, anij Major Birch met General Almeyras, who 
endeavoured to impress on the Turks the nessity of maintain- 
ing the boundaries prescribed, by forewarning them of the dis- 
agreeable consequences which must ensue from their encroach- 
ment on the French line,* The caution, however, did not 
influence their insubordination, for they had scarcely been 
posted, before they quitted their stations, and reheved one ano- 
ther at pleasure ; indeed eventually some hundreds of the Turks 
advanced into the suburbs, and close to the walls of Cairo. 
General Belliard found himself obliged to check this disorder, 
and therefore sent three Turks, who were found in the French 

* When the videttes were posted, they required permission to have with them dismounted 
men to carry their pipes. 
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lines, as prisoners to the Grand Vizir, with a letter, in which 
he assured his Highness " that personal regard for him alone 
" prevented his inflicting that punishment on the delinquents 
" to which theit- conduct had subjected them/' For sbme 
days the prisoners were menaced with death : but at last the 
Graild Vizir forgave an act of licentiousness, which he felt had 
exposed his army, and hithself to' considei^able "mortification, 
since not only disgrace had been reflected on them, but from 
the same cause. Frenchmen, the mait hated of all CKristiaiis, 
had gained an' opportunity to display generosity, ^nd intercede 
for the lives of Mussiilmen, 

On the 26th the definitive articles were agreed to. The French 
had demanded, in addition to the terms, twd Aiillions of livres 
from the Turks, fot the payment of their ow^ri debts in Cairo, 
and as the balance of revenue due to them frotA Egypt ; but 
this claim General Hope positively refused to discuss, and the 
Turkish deputies represented, that, oh the cbiitrary*,' they must 
demand from them a greater sum for the ships seized in Alex- 
andria, at the infraction of the convehtion of El Arish, and for 
the purses advanced to General Kleber on the faith of that 
treaty. 

Two deserters of the hussars came in during the night. The 
general represented to them their folly ; they refused never- 
theless to go back, and afterwards deserted again to the Ma- 
melukes. 

On the morning of the 27th the capitulation was signed, but 
the articles were not published to the English army until a 
copy, printed and circulated by General Belliard, was obtained 
from Cairo. An arrangement, not made public, was however 
stipulated, that the French troops, embarked in men of war, 
were to give up their arms to the custody of the captain during 
the passage. 

The 
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The Turks made much oppositii^ii^ to Madame Menou's leav- 
ing Egypt; and the general was obliged decidedly to assure 
them that he would protect ker person. 

On the 28th of Juneljip fortof Soulkowfshi was taken pos- 
session of by the 30th pegiment^: and the gate of Giza by the 
grenadiers of the line> and a detaehnient of the body guards 
of the Captain Pacha ; a compliment paid by General Belliard 
to him individually, as die French had expressly stipulated, that 
no TuiIls were to take possession of the forts. 

The same day Colonel Paget was sent as an hostage to the 
French, and they sent Colonel Langlois to the British oamp, 
an officer of the same rank to the Vizir, and Colonel Touissard 
to the Captain Pacha, in the evening Arabs came in to report 
that sixty of the dromedary corps were passing through the 
Desert to Cairo. 

The capitulation of Cairo crowned the daring mar<^h which 
'General Hutchinson's judgment planuied, and resolutipn perse- 
vered in. Its conquest secured Egypt, and, without the most 
improbable misfortunes^ the speedy iail of Alexandria* 

The sickly state of the army, the heat of the weather, the 
fatigue of a siege, which must chiefly have been borne by thq 
British, the advance of the season, when the Nile overflows, 
were all anxious and serious considerations. Yet although 
every >one rejoiced in the event, opinion was much divided as 
to the conditions ; and the more removed from the participation 
of these dangers were the arbitrators, the greater naturally were 
their surprize and resentment at them. The army before Alex-t 
andria even began to think that the army of Cairo had unwor- 
thily terminated its career; but the demand of the French com-» 
missary for seventeen thousand daily rations staggered these 
^opinions; and although they believed the commissariat had re- 
,^uired unreasonably, and that the. employ 6s were very numerous^ 
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still they could not but suspect the effective garrison must be 
very considerable. The only real objections which ought to 
have been made to the conditions w^re grounded on the long 
and dangerous repose to offensive i operations, which tlie time 
allowed for the evacuation must ocoaision ; but then the two 
sieges of Giza and Cairo nlust be tcalcnlated, which in case of 
resistance would have coiisumed nearly the same time. 

The surrender of the capital of such a colony, where private 
property was to be respected, certainly required some days be- 
fore all could be arranged ; but the extraordinary term here de- 
manded^ excited suspicions that General Belliard's completion 
of the capitulation would depend on contingencies ; and as 
neither Fort Soulkowfshi nor the gate of Giza were tenable 
posts> much less commanding forts, in the event of a renewal 
of hostilities, the caution of the enemy almost amounting to 
apparent duplicity, might naturally create jealousy. Every one 
will soon, however, acknowledge that the English had no right 
from any decided superiority to dictate harder terms. 

On the 2d, Colonel Montresor, an officer who well merited- 
the distinction, was sent with the dispatches to England ; and 
the French officers, who were to go into Alexandria and arrange 
the embarkation, accompamed him down the Nile. 

In the night of the 4th of July, one hundred of the corps of 
dromedaries, with an aid de camp of General Menou, coming 
from Alexandria, and passing from the Desert within a few hun- 
dred yards of the Turkish camp, entered in at the very gate of 
Giza which the British occupied, who being only an interior 
guard, or in fact honorary prisoners, could not attempt to pre- 
vent their entrance. The glaring neglect which had allowed a 
body of the enemy to pass unseen, not only along the front of 
an army, but between its posts, where a line of communication 
could with facility, and should have been indisputably esta- 
blished, 
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bHfMd, ^oJ^H'4t))StafidHigatl«^ «;afM(^l»timi^ - justly 4^seiTed a 

wbuldiiJttol>iidlkiPvyJili«Ai^tonp\dfCT fOomptedDt to the Captain 
B«dTHj')M<faEiPf(hp Jtiflofc^qgEadt (rim^ltl^hmm fbeeibdMr-ioUsgrace, 
fiSjwtfibo UBBifofcdhb^kflcKafisv'^i^bzc^ Botive 

ftowffifai^erlinvhjcinibaibeci^ Jiifi».t€opdittibley<JaEt<^prfd^ 
in fact culpable. .ooB^ina axiJ bMSvoD ii.)n; • ?vvijl'1 ^Laj;' 

'Gsaemi Beilstr^4raRn^i% aaiisla^lifitei^fl^i^e .doOTnsd^Byi^orps 
ibUe M^t heftesT the{BdtbfeiaiK^ 
iO^Miiteiuf^rarfii^iiLttii^^ riB7»eiveoisaaiid)tiiiiicra». 

pldrQe^Yiog^^lie^KAgiyk niiup^itetiriaiiiaftil^re resroorieitotigethe 
-ivl»ol«'cl%yywiidijwt iwirAiiod^KaycDrtibfl^ 
co$^{(rexl<^/hvl<Mkfid^ df>fioUievs.4ol^<Qdr^to))imd.ia«i9nde(llihe 
top of l^J:Hgl»e6di Bytumdi^ ftomiBnbcvKean/iioBjQDftt 66igwsnty 
Ti^^i'm^'iffimii^i^WC^9'^M ^i^tv^ plmni wsdiout snteKmediatc 
Bw^Us^oli so^J-i¥a9;i^titK^y.'V'i9iU0r\<' Haw tbeiorie^kiacGthnent 
happe06A9c4$'^Utm(3Oountabli^^ iiokss so/Soidieesi/wCKnA therd jdh 
that very day, which is equally $ixigiilaiir;/but icrrGaryrcDiiE^anilst 
agree, Jthat^a^ itaauce^^fisvunas^ astonishing ^so wds ihoilariiKhood 
of the enterprise MFO€thy)tlK^)^eatestcmmiimBdatimi;»ainpi^q^^ 
culsfurly^ as they kB^eiw-^ that djeic disoorery. by tha Turks must 
inevitably ha ve instured * their) de^trwcibion . 

TJw general now issuied ^orders, ttbanking the army for that 
rottduct, which had so luuch distinguished it,<and whieh orders 
are to be seen at the end of this work. Certainly no troops had 
ever sh^wB mor^e jeis^lutioii, patieace, and spirit The duty of 
the officers and men had b^en most severe, yet they bore every 
Jiardship without a murmur ; and although four months in ar- 
rears 
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rears of pay, never weoe guiiLij at' the smallest excess. Dysen* 
tery and blimkiess had miubigreat ravages amongst them, and 
they had no shelter irom the. i burning heat afthe sun :i their 
tents opposed 116 reatstaueer to the-mjira^ (but rather ocmcoitnited 
their foice. Frequently tib»jn iw«is>aUiged to>driiik only water, 
and wanting afaoes, hod* ^ to tread ohi theory soiU and on the 
prickly Airzes which covered the surface. 

Ail the departments of theamyhad>eKerted the utmost^eal, 
and that of thei quarter mast»gekieml in particular b«r0>the 
hardest Mwice. .. Everyi da^yy when the army after i!ls> march 
rsposodf I tbeae officers 1 were . obliged to proceed • in fposit, amd 
reconBoitre»the^iiest»eiicampmeBt, frequently till night never 
tastiogi the smallest cefiresfameoti Colonel Anstruther himself set 
the example, beings always the first man on his horse, and the 
last to take rest. Captain: Marley, as the only 'OfBeer of that 
department with GoloneLStoarfs cokimny had* very great seve- 
rity of duty, and as^Ecalously exerted himself j ^difilst the of- 
ficers of the^army m general were a/nimated by the came spirit,^ 
and no cow quitted but in a state that wduld^have rendered it 
certain death to have remained, and mfany risked too much. 
This is not iulsome adulation, but truth which should be men- 
tioned by a- military narrator. 

ToMielieve the enrmi which the present indolent state of the 
army poroduced, and particularly as no permission was given to 
enter into Cairo, the Pyramids, distant only about four miles, 
had become the constant subject of occupation ; and the very 
soldiers in going there, seemed to find a recompence for iuany 
of their toils, to. exult more in their triumphs, and feel the en- 

. * Lieutenant Ross, of the 79th regimeDt, baviag lost bW arm in the action of the 21st, 
zefused to go to England, but as soon as he was. nearly recovered, joine4 his regiment again 
at Rbamanieh. Such anecdotes, honourable to the service as well as to the individuals, de- 
mand mention. 

T joyment 
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joyintint which JtarayelkrsiBuSt^^^ oa attaining, the ulti-^ 

mate, object of th^iF seaearchii t))$ir;tiiimda aggcandised miAi 
honcistpride^ aud.honoui2»J;>lQjefl^0.tjftW. . . 

Tbe Pyradnid8^;iyblchu«Qfj«»s«dmte<i from the most i»mot& 
antiquity*; a9sforiipi«gofl^/i)f^thflj*prj^i^ iw^ndefs of thi&'worJ[d,ai: 
a dUtebocp impQ§«>fii^tlije3f{iav^f ©Of .WJiid^^a o^ stupeodows ooiRg- - 
nificence: they, are situalied:^>ii.( the immediate border of » the 
l>eM5i*, ,whip¥ ^le^ates itwtf .Uke. a cliff abov« th^ cultivated 
country;., their fqrm, if Qr»P;Of theobj^ct? iof,.theij:?c(>iM^i«5ti<w 
wai^. tpfffcilie surprise at thm graf^deur, and . altitude, waa tba 
wcOTt which qould be cQoceived, but wh«n aitrivpd at tharvpry 
ba*a,of the great Pyramid, thea itBtwondew require positive 
virion to credit. The UMiod is loot in the ca)«ulatic»;i, aad jbhe^ 
eyp, unaceustQm^d tto wch masses,, canaot. imagine to itself 
such dimensiood* Th^ FaataeR» of the graQite blocks,. the quaop^ 
ti^y of labour which rawt have been employed, the lever which 
must have .beeipii i^c^fiary to : raise s,uch stupendous ma^se^ of 
rock, its origifffd beauty from the various cok>ured . marUes^ 
porphyry* ji^d igra^ite, with which the sides have been cased, 
impress with unequalled sentiments of admiratioa and ^^tonifih-^ 
ment« When, however, reflection directs the thought to .tha 
surprising works of genius and learuingof those ag^ in whiclt 
these were constructed, and contrasts the preseat abject^ race of 
their posterity, the mind cauopt but lament the degradation, of 
such a portion of humaa nature, aad consider the Pyramids as 
a monument for q^elancholy instruction. 

The height of the large Pyramid is at last definitively ascer* 
tained by the French to be six hundred feet, the length of its 
base seven hundred feet. The quantity of cubic feet of solid 
stone is by them estimated to ctmtam a sufficiency for the build- « 
ing of a wall of Ibur hundred and fifty miles in extent, three 
feet in height, and five inches in thickness. Near the top, part 
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<>f ^e cake dtiii reaminai b« '^dbare nupipwcd fco/be^biero- 
glypthics; its^iimacieis<abto«iliiirt;yiy«i^6 9quHrei>o4i ttrhick the 
French Savants once difiied, -attd'^^feick imi'tio^>>(»nstaatly 
crowded with Englishf; > Th^ Watoes- o^ Bi^oej* ol" '^lgtt»ribn 
Syd«ey/ V«(flii*!y , and > swv^ttil «fthef8, wfepe' cssftved; dir thue. 'sttjti^ ; 
a&d< <it'd<>^ 'tNetJi no «A4dll i^iledit «&' 'h&ve^ "V^nltited laS gi^it^ry 
tmveWert>to't!ke't&ti>56f'tUis gi6o«6y»pile:- ' = T^ 
is fi$gh1!ftilly festttea ? an hrimeasuriiMtl i*^as*e of Dtffieft i^mfy 
krtei^Up^ed 'byJ*R0*»*aTf'o'«e'IJat of^dUltt^fetdd Wnd -ifhict tepa- 
«itfer the tfJti4ei*ts- oiP-'Lybia^ and'^raWa; nor cfito' 'i^t «tid' sOi^ 
«id'th4^W*fetchfed"vinAgie(5 'i«' tbfe'valteyr afi^pd-aity actee'ffiC- 
luveiclttte ^^'gtattifyiftg. 'The eye cdn -onl^^ Tdst with iany'j^fejt- 
sure ^h the! H^at«ra of' the Nile, ■ tSieJi^rid of RboHa) amd «bltte 
fine orahgift' tre^' iii the 'neigfebohAood rff Olifti.' Thfese" oiily 
can •tefre*h''tii<ft Aching' si^t-; ^and yfetthiS "vieW has- iio' fasci- 
nated, as to riiakiS Sfet^y believe thiit Ihfe ^eti fir)'m hence 
must hajre fbttttfed their idca6 of El5^Mm,^%fcd ijo'eht-fiptirtfed 
him afi'to lexcit^ his vegr^t* that he could ntft rferhaihQming itffc 
ift thfe giardeh of bVm. But Savary Was jihJVed 'Mftiself ri bad 
jtfdgle' of the beautifiil in country ^d woiiiiih';" hi* 'paradise 
placed in Europe would be deserted lik^ a Wildemi^s s; and his 
houri-8 'become aiiftiqttated virgins.- ' 

The ascent to the top is very difficult, and requires resolution 
and strfeiigth; eajch stone is at least f(>ur feet high, and th6 only 
steps are made by each superior one-receding to form the pyra- 
mid, about three feet. The descfefit 'iif more unpleasant, yet 



* For the honoar of Bruce it should be tM, that evtrj circumatance tends to corroborate 
his veracity. The French made numy enqniries, and unite in testifying to his reputation > and 
many of the AbyisiniaM, who esoae wlthitfae caavaAs, retnoaibered them ib the coontiy. 

t Several great canals, which sf^Mrated Memphis fi^om.the Pyramidf of SB^arah, did fiv- 
nish the Greeks with the idea of thdr infernal rivers, Acheron, Cocytus, and Lethe; but it 
reqaired 6»nifs imsg^nathm to plate the Elysiafl fieids here on account of the lieanty of °t°he 
«wnery. 

T 3 tlie 
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the ^oldiers we^t u,|^,fn)^49)Tn*!yfi<?»9HVW'«Wcid€nti.;p^ 
aljyv , At the base,of;,^^e,,^onM |fpp,t,i? ^ dQOiVie^W- 'which are 

™^."y !?\?'^f^lyp,¥<ifM .fPl^SiA^^^ 9^fHe^(iVS»v.was, mginally 
half :wa3r up^^he-Py^ai^g,^^^^^ }\]l^p.^t];^ffJ^lf^^}g,-A^^^^ l^?i», co- 

if^ii^jr siib^ea'^ip tb,ei^9j^?^?y^^9^,t^aV^Wh^^.qu^^ 
iii^ safid must nece^^^^^ .^^l^crpftqt^fp^VltbeiWllt^vajted QOWktry 
also, wiiicii ^t^^ not^ idon^ ^y^4^i^jt]y,^,.j?ut j(^^.,^he ,Eren<fh»,by 
di^inJ5,at tl^e four,cp,yj:j!(^i^^^ ^perAaiflfid ^h? basfij.*^ 
fouiid^hat no siijch alter^ipn ha|5- ti^^m ^p^c^, , qwMje it is erected 
on soli^sc^ck, and from th^.e^pavatious, around, ,|:Jj^reiS;iEsyid^t 
proof that the bodies of t;he Pyraji^ds are CQo^tru^f^.pf i^hi» 
rock; the huge masse? of ppip^y^y «,Qd griWit^jUS^.r^A<Qftse 
them were br<^u^ht frppa.thp r^^hbourhoodof >CQft¥if, .pn the 
Red Sea. By ,the dopr at tl^e north /ront il§ the entiig^qe isyto 
the mt^noi; of the Pyramid, .iato jtjie f^^tum of theiT^fOJwJer<rf 
the world^ The p3f^e at $r*ti is very nwrrpw-j^d 1qjw», than 
afterwards eipila;;ges.. , At the extremity of one bwu?h^as, a well, 
the depth of which .was ijev^r asfcejftained. Ar^^tl)/^ passage 
communica,te^ to several chambers, io the largiest f]^ >wj»i«h, ie^a 
stone coffin,; the lid i^ taken away», a^id, several atj^ejs^ts.li^ve 
been made to break the sarcophagus, forUu)a.tely ^ethai^aiess 
of the stone resisted the.gotl^c viqle^ce, , Th^ Ars^bs^pri^^^nd, 
that the corpse of a ^an, with his sword, apd some golden ocna- 
ments, were found at the first opening.of , the coffin,; J^t these 
traditions are too yagu^ to collect any positive informatipQ from. 
The only certain fact seems to be, that therein reposed the 
corpse of that prince, for whose memory this stupendous struc- 
ture was erected. 

There are two other very large pyramids, one of which Mo- 
rad Bey attempted to open ; many stones were dug out, when 
the labour was found so hydra-headed, that avarice waa obliged 
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to abandon^ tfefe^aeslgtt, ' atiCH tHu^^ tlH^ tfA((iprfipletca woHc'of de^ 

struetioh-rfehiains^ai^ & ihh^^^eni^'¥ol!\\i6'^^ 

rest. There Are^ih^'Mh^ (M^'aba^ut'VifikeefvIs^^^^^^ 

meratiS^ da«aCokifei;4li'ty V(i6ll§, 4tt^k^7o^4hV(^k'ty^^^^^ 

of the ^b'J^^^ihmP^j^'im^^m ii^ ^re^^'e^^^^^^^ fresh. 




gigantic plleisi hdfvWg bfeeii iiilfe^tfdfe&^oSnctbse the 1:)o^ies. and 
p«vpet«fttte itie fe*rie^^6P^Hhces^^Wh&'H'6pe^ m such mfe^^^ 
raeteM t€» liaV6^«Beitif^rio^^t^(iofh^'tf 'Mr^ asjies 

dispeteed'likcf ittiJ^ridf thfmr^rirea^^^^^ subjects,' anii. of ^ 



name history fi&taihs no trace. ^' An^bitioii inay hence receive 
in^tnietidiy/ fend ttK>«til9fea ^36 «bhs(ilatidn.' V ' ' 

Sixty y«rds^t6^^fc&*ri^Tift bf tlie great' "t^yramH from the^fist- 
wajrd*fk«t,' to*fefeirt^ Cairo, ife the cfekbrate^ S^ij^^ ^thi's 
enotmoBS'ffglJrif is* carted out of oiie' stone, ^aria^the 
havfe utt<!»v«Wd tttoWof tK6fbi^ ^hkitraldbebn seen forcentu- 
Tves:' tfeeriefxfyredslori bf the'fttce is ffertiinitie aiid'Nulbiah'/but all 
her feaSures hare been mutilated by barbarous fanatids; the 
feet are ii6t Visible, she has no breasts, and the roclt seems only 
to have beett tilt otlfe so als to mark the back of a lion, which 
repvee^hfatibfnis said to signify that the Nile increases when the 
sun pa^esr from Leo into Virgo'. The height is twenty-six feet, 
the drcumference of the head is twfelve feet, the lehgtli of the 
baick is not exactly ascertained,' butfroni what can be seen is 
probaWy- sixty feet; the top of the ii^ad' being liollowed out, 
favours the supposition that the priests, conceialihg thetnselves 
there, delivered those oracles, which the miserable rabble be- 
lieved proceeded from the God direct. Otljiers have conjjec- 
tured, that there was a subterraneous conimunicatioj]| ^t^^^^ 
this and the Pyramids, which idea is proved to te erronequs, 
as the neck is found to be solid. The sphynx certainly has 
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totecKnfe/' fTH* iS^iiied Mr. B^yteit lia* thertflbre prbved per- 
feotlyt^xkrtet in'his^hypetiielsis respecting its fonhation. 

To the Aotth-ekst, :itt^hi3 ptein ctfthfe k^uItiytft^sdMccniin^, «iid 
about a mile from the Pyramids, are seen two^ IWidgi'^ 6f^1Sn^ 
xaeeA aPchite(tt4Fre;''for wtkt'pur^Sfe^tfiese wiei'e tietatntcted 
oannot be diftcoirewd,' M thsy^atford at pr^rint *6 ^adVitoliage 
ofi ca««touiiiy«tioft *« any «*aBan of thte year*;'Joiie bridge 'is 
ooMid^frdbiy kfget Ihatt tlafe athefy WidHhfearch6tf off bdth 4re 

About thirtfeeii tnifes distent arfef iieeir the Pymniids of Sa^ 
carah, which are not so large as those of Giza ; ittderthetti are 
the celebrated Muittmy Kte, which eJirtfeiid -several lefegues, trib- 
dition affirias as far as tlie great J^^riinld^^df Gi^it. ' 

•The operatioh of descending into tfeeiitf pits is^xti^eiiidy'dis- 
agjeeable, • Bedouin Arabs a*e the conductors, #Iio bring the 
advantunsm to son^ boles,* down which thfey sKttg themselves 
by a rope about thirty yards, whilst the loose stones tumbling 
from abote inftiet the severfest injuries; -on reaching the bot- 
tom, they Are shewn an opening like aii "oven,* to get into which 
they are obiiged to fall flat on their feces, ^aind breep in that 
manner^ or rather shove themselves badtwards, their legS' ne- 
cessarily going first, for fear of sufFoeation, for tweht^ j'Wds, 
over rubbish and ruins, in total darkness. ' . v . i . 

The beighfciof the passage does not really adhiit of the smallest 
bend iii thepemon to assist the progress; whett this uncom^ 
fortable avenue is passed, the catacombs or vaults allow of a 
man-s standing upi^iglit. 

In the bird-pits millions of earthen pots lie, in which the sa*- 
cred birds df. Egypt, particularly the Ibis, are enclosed, and 
occasionally the bones of animals are found; these pots are 
closed by a strong cement, Which no sir can penetrate; when 
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broHoi^ t]»ei;«i 4ipp9 QUt,Kh8li)i?/^ftI^AUI^tlj3iiik'l^ of burnt' 
cin4ei?5»J^l%icJipyovep to bef|tJ^^xllQtJi/!iI^ which ihA bodiei w^itt 
preserve^r ?f Xa . almost i pU. i tkp - l^riftg^ fvhi<?hibauftd i fctem: iws' 

sbddfA 9iC<qQlQUi:% ^ .,? .r;)...Miw'i -nU .nc-.: '»•••(•. i. '/ixfi; 

be^ i»Hftb i»ns^ck^ by tbp,FKeuchi w^ Iftait , ih9X part iirhiob> 
was ,qp^ tp, their, jres^roUe*i;4t4^ ^ftYea^ whole bodica afttr 
found ,ftve![i iM>w,.T^itbo(ujt pe«^tratingifaff,.frn<J two o?*tbreeip«r- 
feet mummies have been brought to {England. Indeed thfii 
A«?tbs^ for four spqwins* would alw^s eugftge to find and brtog 
one iato Cairo. . , • .»',•!•.: 

The curiijpity of travellers is a considerable profit to them> 
and they are ipcossjmlily emplpyed in cQltectwg^nu«MrOii8 litdfii 
id9l3 aqd. Iwokea fragments of statues and aculptuiie, which axe 
founds m immense q^aatities. A parjl^ of o^cersiwho had been 
in the,pit99 and shewn much, wi^^iety in. theK,9eas«hformumn\ 
miee^ Wicra^urpri^^d wtulst sitting in the JSheikV house of the 
viU^e.ipaUed M^fs ^nd whiqh is within two hundred yards of 
th^ <::^t{icoro^s» to see^ during therepa^t they M^re makings some 
Arabs bni^ (in n, basket vith great eagerness. The offieers tiat 
turaUy supposed that th^y W6r<Q about to produce some accept* 
able inc^?;^ ^f'Proyisions^ when, on laying down the ba«ket» 
they were presented with the sight Df four human heads, three 
of which retaan^d'thi^ir eycs^ and each «. perfect set of teeth, 
three arn^^ with Ipands, two legs with feet nttitch^d, OBe foot 
sepai^e, and o^ all of which the nnils were perfect, and sinews 
distinct. The Arabs had collected them vp:ith much zeal, in 
the anticipation of reward, supposing that the English would 
purchase at any rate such preciotis antiquities ; an Italian ser- 

* One of them is to be seen in the Emropean Moseum^ Kio^^Street^ St. James's Sqoaee. 

vant 



Digitized by 



Google 



(' 144 ) 

iant did give a tolerable consideration for the remains, calcu* 
lating, that on his return to hb own country, he should at least 
obtain for them their weight in gold. 

In the wretched hovel where this singular market was esta- 
blished) lay on the floor a flat stone, of three feet in length, and 
two in breadth, on' which were sculptured fourteen or fifteen 
figures of women, apparently dancing, with a great many lines 
of hieroglyphics inscribed above and beneath them. 

The natives could not restrain their smile of conceit on see- 
ing the English regard a stone with such serious attention, and 
as a Mameluke explained, laughed heartily at some good jokes 
amongst themselves about Christian ignorance. 

Mr. Hammer, foreign secretary to Sir Sydney Smith, a gen- 
tleman whose services are most gratefully acknowledged by that 
officer, and whose perfect Arabic knowledge enabled him to 
prosecute the most interesting researches, afterwards removed 
this very stone, and sent it to Vienna. 

Between the pyramids of Sacarah and of Giza is supposed to 
have been situated the celebrated city of Memphis, and that 
the plain of mummies was the burying ground. Historians have 
never agreed, however, as to its positive situation ; but the 
French working in some ruins, found the hand of the colossal 
statue of Vulcan, which originally stood in Memphis, and which 
may be deemed good circumstantial evidence of the scite being 
about that spot. This hand was taken from the French at Alex- 
andria, and will be lodged with the other antiquities, manuscripts, 
and valuable trophies brought from thence, in the British Mu- 
seum ; when the public may hope to receive an accurate .ac- 
count of the whole from Colonel Turner, of the Guards, whose 
learning and particular attention to this branch of science justly . 
selected him as the proper person to have charge of, and add to 
the collection of those valuable monuments. 

On 
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. On the iBtof Julyrftrfhpw^Uttfcof^*^^^ 

Cairn to(ih& g«iaWfthaB4ift^*WS|«?e<i)th*(»5'f>li*vr^3^ ; 

and Osman Bey Bardici rWeH^fi#i6^in%|r«ii9tw^ 

aid th© IiidUnt a«fi3^n«r(te*<feTferf*itti(^ 

Cu|ieit'(f»I m ^ •: i '• :.' to /.♦frnT;> jjfjft x; iC'ofi ^ilj no yr.! ,r .^i:.-;; 

^ -O* therfi&iihe G«wii' f¥*»i?^*<»in<}:W 

the fwn d^;<jerierel.i^e)M»f9^40^^ tf»m¥^l&oi»fFort 

Ibrahim B»j?viwhi»efiifhlbd>l>«wtde^wi«ii«dii ^bfiiyttftoh ftrmy 

' .Thoi^¥i*tc arriwd((ftt.tJte/iB«tft»t.Kth^^ 
fitiag3^i»fflria«tevgi»Q»jr^^eh 'the/Bftg^^ di- 

rected to answer* . . : I ) t, . . , , ;! ,,.r .. . 

' Tk^itimiiimsU^UQt ftft the inoi»€uife rwde^^d fth»i»e^ne< fin it- 
sclf /iirt p g c fa sift pf v ' pburticiUarfy intwrestmg $Mb»t jlh9^al^s^inc|^n 
ofrij0tn5idlifKlel>Q#^^4b/^ai itiysttoyA whiehtijaej />perhapP9 >may 

The Grand Vizir was delisted aft( tiheappoarfuice f>i the 
BngUflbrtcoekpAf li^h^ fii9twith»taiKlingthta(r(i?agB, formed a>\'ery 
ulEPtiai parttde.[Fhe. Scotch iregiments, fromAhetiiig sans culottes, 
partioulMrlyrietxcited his wonder. . ^ . ^tu ^ . . 

{> Thd CaptaioiPacha then shmved his army with no small con* 
sc«Mifineil»'of tinmnpfa; and the regularity of the encampment 
so pltafied theViblri' tiiatthe requested. officers of the quarter 
miaster* general's department. might >be $ent to arrange his in 
the sanrte rway : his Highness-s troops, however*, disapproved 
of the Alteration^ and on the morning the .movement was to 
be' madey fired .the usual signal, a few musquet shots through 
his tent, which hint was understood, and' -complied with im- 
mediately. 

On his return he played the dgiredde, and the same pue- 
rility, as before described, was practised by his whole suite. 
The attendants affected to receive from his javelins repeated 

u wounds. 
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wounds, screamed ia agony, fell from their horses, and ex- 
pired with all the mummery of a death scene in a Punch 
farce. 

Whilst the British camp displayed this festivity, the French 
lines presented a gloomy scene of mourning, for as at the 
obsequies of General Kleber, real sorrow again agitated every 
heartr It was not the muffled beat^ the trappings of cere« 
mony, the imposing stillness of parade, but the silent maiw 
liness. of unaffected grief^ which diffused the mournful solemn 
nity. Every soldier as the coffin passed^ felt that therein 
their benefactor's, a father's bones reposed; a leader, whose 
intrepidity had been their admiration, and example; whose 
talents had often secured them the victory, and who in the 
hour of distress never abandoned them ; the man who, when 
Buonaparte deserted them, cheered their desponding spirits 
by his paternal exhortations, and whose exertions were con- 
stantly devoted to their welfare. They dwelt on his merits, 
they reflected on his fate, and Kleber became deified and 
adored. Had Buonaparte witnessed this scene, he would 
have himself regretted perhaps the exclamation which h^ 
made with indignant pride, when Kleber, wishing to heal up 
some differences which had existed between them, began 
his letter with the fraternal term of " CamaradeJ*--^'^ Cama^ 
rode ! Camarade ! Qu'est ce qu'il y a de commun entre Kleber 
et moi ?" * 

Fortunate was it for Buonaparte that the hand of an assassin 
deprived Kleber of life ; his word was passed, his resolution 
fixed to take ample vengeance ; nor did personal resentment 

* It is difficult to give in English the full force of this contemptuoos sentence^ allusive to 
inferiority of qualities^ not of rank \ but it signifies^ '^ What pretensions of any nature caa 
authorise JUeber to address me as an equal V* 

only 
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only urge him* The public wrong he had also pledged himself 
to redress ; nether would the aggrandisement of his rival have 
humiliated him by servile obsequiousness and dereliction from 
his oath,* 

As an officer, Kleber must rank amongst the first ; as a man, 
he was equally estimable, and the trait of regard for discipline 
he displayed, (when Buonaparte^ rifling the military chest, 
leaving only a few parats or farthings which by accident ad-^ 
hered, quitted the army without any previous communica-» 
tion, stripped Alexandria of artillery, and subjected him to 
all the evils which penury, discontent, and weakness could 
expose a commander to), must ever obtain an universal ap- 
plause. 

Still faithful to his duty, and the service he was engaged in, 
Kleber made no public complaint or appeal ; on the contrary, 
he even framed an apology for the man who had so injured 
him, by which generous conduct subordination was preserved, 
and the rising spirit of mutiny subdued ;-f- a noble sacrifice, 
which exposed himself to the odium of being thought a friend 
to the enemy of the army, for so Buonaparte was then deemed, 
and which imputation, if General Kleber's virtues had not 
been his safeguard, would have produced the most fatal con- 
sequences. 

Several English officers had been present at the procession, 

* Kleber was a Germany and it is remarkable that most of the best officers who have 
served in France during this war^ have been foreigners. The greats the estimable General 
Moreau, must^ however, be put in competition with any of them : and General Pich^piij 
ttrho iti no quality is inferior to his rivd> unfortunately we cannot say^ friend. 

Buonaparte is said to have taken great ofienoe at an observation (tf Klcbcx'B, relative to the 
siege of Acre, who said on that event, '' We see it is defended by Europeans, and we have 
nttaoked it d la Turqwr 

t The garrison in Alexandria had even seized on the shipping, and the army insisted on 
the evacuation of Egypt. 

V 2 and 
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and witnessed the teal's of affection which flowed from the eyea 
of the soldiery ;* nor is his name now ever mentioned amongst 
them without exciting feelings of regret, admiration, and gra- 
titude ; at that time it was always accompanied by the vow of 
devotion to his cause. 

The skeleton of the assassin was also conveyed to France. 
This wretched being had been impaled alive, and lived in that 
state for three days ; neither in the cutting off his hand, nor the 
dreadful operation which humanity and manhood revolt at, 
did he betray the least fear ; his only cry was for water, and 
occasionally a curse against those who had betrayed him with 
the hopes of pardon, into confession. 

During the night of the 10th the French evacuated Cairo, 
and sent notice of their intention to Colonel Stuart. An ar- 
rangement had been previously made, that when Cairo was 
taken possession of, which was not expected before the morn- 
ing of the 11th, a detachment of the Captain Pacha's body 
guard should enter also ; but as this early evacuation was not 
known till very late at night, the quarter master general who 
happened to be on the eastern side, on the emergency of the 
moment directed the 89th to march directly, and occupy the 
citadel. 

Colonel Stuart found the city abandoned, but could not gain 
entrance into the citadel before three o'clock in the morning, 
the gates being closed, and no one left to open them. 

A French officer, soon after sun-rise, who ha^ accidentally 
remained behind, came to Colonel Stuart, and was recoin- 
mended by him to stay until he could be escorted to his own 
army ; declining that protection, he went alone into the town, 

^ At dinner, even the day before also, when the conversation turned on Kleber's conduct, 
the tears started in the eyes of every one present at General Bdliard*s table, and hb memory 
was talked of with enthusiasm. 
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where the inhabitants in a few moments surrounded and fired 
at him, then stripped him naked, and at last put an end to 
his existence and sufferings with large stones. So anxious 
had every person been to assist in this massacre, that such 
a pile was heaped over him as almost totally to conceal his 
limbs. 

The Captain Pacha in the morning, finding the English 
already in possession of the citadel, was extremely angry : he 
came soon after day-break to the general, complained of being 
deceived, and treated with indignity, and he could scarcely 
be pacified by the representation of the circumstances: in- 
deed, he had some excuse for being suspicious of this repeated 
combination of accidents against his consequence. Quitting 
with some resentment the English head quarters, he instantly 
afterwards passed over with his body guard to Boulac, and 
firom thence proceeded to the citadel, where fortunately the 
British flag had not been hoisted, and which was now raised 
up under the Turkish, a compliment highly gratifying to the 
Ottomans. 

The Captain Pacha's troops had preserved the strictest or- 
der, and the anxious inhabitants began to indulge in hopes, 
when the entry of the Grand Vizir's army renewed their ap- 
prehensions ; for they came en masse^ shouting and firing off 
their musquets ia the streets, with every symptom of the most 
licentious disorganization. However to the credit of the Vizir, 
who found means to control their mischievous inclinations, in- 
dependently of one or two Christian merchants being obliged 
to ransom themselves, and a French lady's house being pil- 
laged, no act of violence was perpetrated. There is a sus- 
picion, however, that the Turkish soldiers individually taking 
advantage of the panic of the inhabitants, and augmenting 
the fears of an intended general sacking of the city by the 

main 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 150 ) 

main army, persuaded the shopkeepers tliat they would pro- 
tect them ill that dreadful moment, but stipulated that in the 
interim they must be considered as partners in their trade, and 
receive every night a moiety of the day's profits. Certainly 
the universal appearance of a Janissary seated on the shop* 
board of each house, earnestly welcoming customers, was 
strong presumptive, if not positive evidence, of the fact being 
as represented. 

At the house of Rosetti, the Imperial Consul, were assembled 
all the women of the Franks, about seventy in number, who 
had fled thither as to an asylum, where in the event of the 
quarter of the Franks being sacked, they might find protection 
from respect to the Imperial arms. Their beauty did not cor* 
respond with those hopes the report of such an assemblage na-- 
turally inspired, and the ladies of Europe retained the influence 
of their attractions. 

The inspection of Grand Cairo was no less big with disap^ 
pointment. The French had anticipated on their arrival the 
sight of magnificent buildings, grand squares, sumptuous de** 
corations, a general appearance of wealth, and riches, of com- 
merce, the enjoyment of every luxury in all the profusion of 
eastern splendour, in short, a capital where their recreations 
would amply compensate them for the misery they had suf- 
fered on their route thither* This city they fondly fancied to 
have been the emporium, which was the object of the expedi- 
tion, and the reward of France to them for their services in 
Europe. Great therefore was their disappointment, when they 
saw none of these expectations realized, but, on the contrary, 
the desperate certainty that they were involved in a wretched- 
ness, from which they could not escape. 

The English, instructed by their error, expected little, yet did 
not reduce their ideas low enough. 

The 
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The town of Boulac, which is the great suburb of Cairo, wa? 
one heap of ruins, having been destroyed by the French 
during the siege in the insurrection in the year 1799. A few 
wretched hovels, and two or three barracks, were the only 
remaining buildings of this once large and populous faux- 
bourg. 

The city of Cairo itself is also very much shattered at the 
different entrances ; the streets are about two yards wide, the 
houses very high, and built of brick, like those of Rosetta. 

The palaces of the Beys are large ; two or three of them are 
very fine buildings; particularly Cassan Bey's, where the Insti-* 
tute was held, and the house in Place Bequier, in which Kleber 
lived, and in the garden of which he was murdered.* 

Place Bequier is a large open square, where most of the 
Beys resided ; but many of their bouses have been destroyed 
by the French ; indeed, one whole side is in ruins. This place 
has, however, been otherwise improved by them, trees being 
planted on each aide of the roads, which cross the square at 
right angles, and fosses having been dug to retain the water, 
with the view of checking the dreadful quantity of dust which 
flies from the sand and ruins always in the evening. 

To conceive the true nature of this insufferable nuisance, the 
whirlwind of other countries must be imagined as occurring 
every evening, and filling the whole atmosphere of Egypt with 
burning dust, and the light particles of rubbish. Thus the 
only part of the day which is tolerable from the diminution 
of heat cannot be taken advantage of as the opportunity for 
exercise. -f- 

The 

* He was atabbed wbilst walking on a t6nace> and soretal drops ff Us btood sdU mark 
the railing against which he staggered, 
t Independent of this general state of the atmosphere, large pillars of dust and wind are 
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The French had intended to have opened the streets of Cairo, 
and formed through Place Bequier a magnificent road from the 
citadel to Giza ; but the distraction of the times did not al- 
low of these improvements being attended to, and thus the 
city bears irretrievable monuments of their ravages, with very 
few indeed of their benefits. The bairas or exchanges, which 
the merchants occupy, are large square buildings, divided 
into little shops, in which the treasures of the caravans were 
deposited* Since the arrival of the French none had come 
from Arabia, and even an unwashed shawl was not to be 
bought. » » 

The citadel, in which the Pacha was always kept as a kind 
of state prisoner, is a miserable paltry castle, and the avenue 
of houses leading to it is horrible. In the citadel is the cele- 
brated well called Joseph's, being dug in the time of a Vizir 
bearing that name. It is excavated in the rock, is two hun- 
dred and eighty feet deep, and forty-two in circumfOTerence. 
Winding stairs lead gradually to the bottom, and some way 
down, oxen are employed in turning the wheels to raise the 
water, which is very brackish. 

In the quarter of the Franks are two monasteries, which 
are kept in very good order. The Monks were extremely 
hospitable, but the French almost reduced them to absolute 
want, and robbed their churches as well as their apartments 
of every thing which could be converted into money. By 
their necessities or avaricious pillage, the French had always 
in Egypt so vexed the people, that neither Turks, Copts, Arabs, 
or even Franks, were friendly to them. The latter had pe- 



always visible. Sometimes in the circle of the horizon twenty are to be seen^ and scarcely 
ever fewer than fottr or five. Their force is very great, and the tents were instantly blown 
into the air by them. 
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culiarly suiFei-ed from fines and imprisonments; indeed so 
much, that they preferred the government of the Mamelukes, 
for each merchant had then his patron Bey, whom he served, 
and charged against him again in goods those losses power 
had extorted from him ; thus a reciprocal interest and under- 
standing were established between them, by which the persoiji 
of the merchant was protected,* whilst the Beys, never think- 
ing beyond their own immediate wants, considered them 
as a kind of banker, whom they might command at any time, 
and repay with the exactions levied on others ; an exchange 
the Franks knew how to convert into their own favour: on 
the contrary, during the French government, enormous im- 
positions were laid on them; they were repeatedly sent as 
hostages to the citadel, and instead of obtaining the conse- 
quence they expected, were reduced to poverty, and treated 
with insult* 

The circumference of the city of Cairo, including the suburb 
of Boulac, is six miles ; and yet this place, till lately, was con- 
sidered in the east, and partially through Europe, as the largest 
capital in the world. 

The people were excessively dirty, mostly affected in their 
eyes ; and swarms of beggars, distorted, or unnatural formed 

* Travellers have described with much indignation the treatment which the Franks expe« 
rienced^ and particularly mentioned the indignity of their being obliged in Cairo to ride on 
jack-asses ; but the fact is, that the Mamelukes wishing to keep the good horses to them* 
selves, made this regulation 3 nor is' it at all severe, since this animal, so much despised in 
Europe, is in Egypt beautiful, with very good paces. Their mules are also excellent, indeed 
b6th so good that to ride about a town every one would prefer them. The wives of the Beys 
even ride on them. To pass the Desert, dromedaries are used -, and to travel to Rosetta, the 
Nile is the most agreeable passage. It was, however, rather a ludicrous scene, to see the 
British infantry officers riding on jack-asses, and every one kept his Dapple^ since an order 
was issued by the Conunaader in Chief against the purchase of horses, except for the cavalry 
ai^d the general service. 

X wretches, 
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wretches, crowded the streets.* The manners and customs of 
the inhabitants are so well delineated in the Arabian Nights 
Entertainments, -f- that every one has been agreeably made 
acquainted with them. 

The military position of Cairo is not good; its citadel is com- 
manded by the heights of Mokattam, which are perpendicu* 
larly elevated about a pone's throw from the works, and com- 
pletely look into every battery, so that musquctry could play 
on any part. But to plant cannon on th^e h^^ights would 
have been extremely diflScult. The detour was very consi- 
derable to reach them, yet necessary, in order to avoid the 
forts, whilst the immense chasms and ravines in this part of the 
Desert, to go round which there was scarcely a earners track, 
rendered any attempt to bring heavy artillery almost impos- 
sible ; and as the number of troops to maintain the post must 
have been proportioned to the strength of the garrison^ the 
great want of water would have rendered its occupation nearly 
impracticable ; yet if these obstacles could have been sur- 
mounted, the citadel was so weak, that a very slight battery 
would have crumbled the whole into dust. 



* There were two veiy remarkable cases^ one was of a inaa who appEffieatlyhad no body ; 

and the other of one who had a belly hanging down from his navel to his ancles j a blue skin 
contained his bowels^ but which seemed so thin as to be liable every moment to burst. The 
weight was enormous^ and its size appeared much larger than an ox's paunch. The unfortu« 
nate wretch was otherwise in good healthy and crawled about^ gaining his bread by begging. 

t It may afford some pleasure to many readers^ and particularly the female part, for- it i^ 
piiesumed they will honour this work by a perusal, to know that Mr. Hammer, in Cairo, 
procured a complete edition of the Arabian Nights Entertainments in Arabic manuscript, 
containing many more stories than have as yet been published, and which he means to 
translate. 

Since the first edition, I have ascertained that Mr. Clarke had the fortune to discover this 
work, the only perfect and complete one extant in the world, and which Mr. Clarke has 
given to Jesus College, Cambridge. It is in four large volumes quarto, and contains 172 iflcSj 
which are divided into one thousand and one nights. 

The 
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The French, for the further defence of the town, constructed 
on the high hills of rubbish, which laid on the north and east 
fronts of it, small square stone towers, at such distances as to 
flank each other, and the line of each front was commanded 
by a principal fort, that to the north was called Fort Camin, 
that on the east Fort Dupuis. 

All of these towers were bomb proof, a deep ditch surrounded 
them, and a gtrn from the upper story was worked out of a co- 
vered embrsts^re.* Each was provided with a cistern; the door 
was in the centre, and a moveable ladder the means of ascent : 
so fortified, they defied assault, and would have required the 
battering of heavy artillery, when they might have still resisted 
four or five dajrs; but nevertheless, as they could be passed in 
an assault by night, they were to be considered rather as a strong 
chain of works to an entrenched camp, than the defences of a 
fortified city. 

Behind these was a line of entrenchments, in front of which 
was dug a very deep ditch, and the walls of Cairo formed the 
last line of defence. 

The southern front was protected by an aqueduct (with the 
cavity of the arches built up), extending from the citadel to a 
large building, on the banks of the Nile, and in which were 
the works to throw up the water into the aqueduct. This 
building was converted into a fort by the French. In front 
were several small detached forts, and the remains of Old 
Cairo,"!* which place was not fortified except by a few batteries 

on 



* Badi tower was intended to be manned with fifteen men ; it was such a tower as those 
which at Corsica resisted for three days several men of war^ one of which was set on fire^ and 
another dismasted) nor was it taken until a landing was made by some troops. 

t In Old Cairo^ except the granaries of the Patriarch Josephj which are only large pieces 
of ground enclosed by walls^ and divided into compartments^ there is nothing remarkable. 

X « The 
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on the bank of the Nile, open in the gorge, consequently not 
to be defended against an army which had crossed the river 
highetr, . , , - : 

roftJ(l^rahii», Bey a^^d.JFoit. L'lnstitute formed the second 
line* This, was. %\\p wejJcfist gide in. regard of foftifieation, but 
strong from position, as the Nile was to be piis^, and the 
front was very contracted •;, , 

The western, side is defended by the Nile and the island of 
Rhoda, on which. werq several heavy batteries, particularly at 
the northern point, At.th^ dry season of the year, the interior 
channel, wlych runs by the farm cxf Ibrahim Bey, is fordablein 
several places, so that the Nile must he considered then as the 
only river to be forced. 

The island of Rhoda is the prettiest spot in Egypt ; v^ry fine 
sycamore trees grow along its banks, affording the most grati- 
fying shade, yet do not prove a sufficient barrier to the whirl- 
winds apd clouds of dust, which, although having to pass the 
Nile, are still here intolerable. On this island is the celebrated 
Mekias, by which the height of the Nile is ascertained : a re- 
doubt, with six pieces of cannon, served as the tSte du pant to 
the bridge, which connects Giza. Giza is a dirty village, 
which the French have improved by building half a dozen 
houses, and establishing in it their manufactories of arms, shot, 
&c. The chief ornament of the place is a palace of Morad 
Bey's, much in ruins ; and an excellent coffee-house kept by 

The greater part of the place iis in ruins. Here the Greek Patriarch resided, and who was 
a- very fine venerable old man. Babylon, founded by Cambyscs, stood on the scite of this 
city ', a quBiter qf the town called Baboul, marks now its position. A large canal, supposed 
by some to have been constructed in the time of Adrian, and by othefs in the reign. of one of 
the Pharoahsj commences a little above Old Cairo, and crosses the middle of the new town 
from the west to the north-east, but forms no defence; as it is only filled with water during 
the months of August j^ September, and October A splendid ceremony takes place when the 
water of the Nile is let into this canal. 

a French- 
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B Frenchmati, who remained behind, was acknowledged to be 
its most agreeable ehibellishtlntot/ * 

The works of Giza are very contemptible ; a wall surrottnds 
the whole, except on the nortfiem frdiit, ^Ifcre Moi^d Bey's 
house forms the defence^ ' This wfiU ii^^my tUinV and hot high 
enough to render an escalftde difficult; but to deliy the imme* 
diate approach, a chain of redoubts wAsihfown forwards about 
sixty yards ; yet the^ whole resistance would have proved insig-* 
;iificant, if the strength of the garrison had not prevented an 
assault. Such were Cairo and its out- works. In this state, de* 
fended by ten thousand men, and with thi'ee hundred and 
sixty-thi?ee serviceable pieces of cannon, including the fifty re- 
moved by the French^ did the whole surrender without the 
firing of a shot ' 

Several questions will naturally arise on which military men 
must form their own opinions, as one recorded here might be 
supposed to :express the general seirtiments of the English 
army, and thus prejndice the judgment of others not so inte- 
rested. Four queries are most important. 

Was Cairo, with the means the French possessed, a tenable 
place against the army which attacked, until the rising of the 
Nile ? 

Or did the force of the combined army and the hostility of 
the inhabitants subject the garrison, in the event of holding 
out some time, to the moral certainty of destruction ? 

Should at all events a commander, placed as General Bel- 
liard was, have resisted as long as possible ? 
> Or did the terms he obtained benefit his country as- much as 
a more vigorous defence ? 

- Particular attention must be paid to the period when the 
Nile is so increased as to overflow its banks, and inundate the 
country, from which a certain time must then be deducted 

for 
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for the march of an army» in order to avoid its being overtaken 
by the waters ; therefore as the Nile generally rises to its highest 
elevation in the beginning of August^ the latter end. of July 
will be the latest moment until which an army could remain 
in the neighbourhood of Cairo without considerable danger. 
The animosity of the inhabitants is acknowledged ; for they 
would » notwithstanding General Belliard had seized on the per<- 
sons of the principal Sheiks^ have certainly risen on the first 
occasion, and from the desertion of the auxiliary Coptic bat- 
talions (who after the success of the Vizir concealed themselves 
almost to a man*), niany of them would have had arms ; but 
whether his force was strong enough to have opposed his ex- 
terior, and kept in subjection the interior enemies^ is a question 
which must now resolve itself on that estimate of strength which 
may be attributed to a concentrated force of ten thousand 
picked men, provided with a powerful field artillery, and a 
considerable cavalry (having the advantage of strong works, in 
acting against which the assailants must be divided by a broad 
river), when opposed to enemies thus separated, whose total 
force did not exceed four thousand five hundred Europeans, 
and twenty-five thousand Turks, provided with a very feeble 
field artillery, and a still weaker battering train. 

To resolve the third subject of enquiry, the discontented 
state of General Belliard's garrison must be placed against its 
efficiency, which makes his a peculiar case ; and the last must 
rest on the degree of importance attached to the preservation 
of Alexandria to France, and how far the surrender of Cairo^ 
even with the advantages of the delay in the evacuation, ac- 
celerated the fall of that fortress. 

The French council of war which deliberated on the mea-* 

* The Vizir maintained a constant cprrespondenco with the chiefs of these corps* 
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sure afterwards adopted, was composed of eight generals, four 
of whom, Robin, Lagrange, Durariton, and Bron, voted against 
the surrender; the ch6fs des brigades were then called in, 
when a majority of voices decided for it. But Dupas, who 
commanded the citadel, positively refused to give it up, de- 
claring that he had orders from General Menou to defend that 
fort to the last extremity, and that his opinion also coincided 
with his duty ; nor would he, tilt after repeated injunctions, 
submit to the orders of General Belliard. General Menou, in 
sending thus private instructions to Diipas, seemed to antici- 
pate and disapprove of the decision of the council of war ; in- 
deed, his orders afterwards respecting the surrender were very 
severe ; but, interested as he was in the event, his opinion must 
be received with caution. 

General Reynier justifies the surrender on the previous 
grounds, adding, that there was a scarcity of ammunition, each' 
gun having only one hundred and fifty rounds; an argument by 
no means just, for in all moral probability, a third only of those 
guns would have been in action, as the points attacked could 
not have employed the service of more; and as 100,000 pounds 
of powder were found, independent of what was carried away 
by the garrison, this cannot be admitted as a plea even for de- 
liberation as to the sufficiency. 

He also represents a scarcity of provisions : the magazines 
W'ere on the contrary amply provided until the rising of the 
Nile ; and if they were not, he criminates indeed his friend, 
who had' for so l<Hig a time an abundant country open to him, 
and yet did not secure a sufficient subsistence ; for however 
he might have predetermined on the surrender, still be shoirid 
have been prepared in every possible way for his defence, since 
contingencies might always occur to change the fece of ex- 
isting circtuoGEBtajQces. General BelUard's case is indeed very 

hard, 
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hard, when he 1ms thus to defend himself from friends as well 
as enemies. 

On the 14th of July General Hutchinson presented the of- 
ficers of each English Fegiment with a puncheon of Sicilian 
wine^' which pipved a most agreeable donation to them, for 
many had. not tasted a drop of any kind since' their leaving 
Alexandria ; never, indeed, had an army before been so abste- 
n^ou^. and consequently so well conducted. 

,0ft the. 15th» at day-break, the French totally evacuated 
Gi^^ and with the allied army began their niarch for Rosetta. 
The .Turks preceded, the British army followed; then the 
French, .inri|;h flanking parties of their own cavalry on their left, 
andvthi^ EngliBh cavalry, with two beydoms of Mamelukes, 
closed the rear; The Nile was covered with dgerms, the French 
using foi? their sick and baggage three hundred. The immense 
quantity of vessels, the variety of colours, &c. rendered the 
scene ex;tr6mely [^turesque^ and was altogether undoubtedly 
the handsomest 6ight witnessed in Egypt. 

General Hutchinson remained at Cairo, not only being ill, 
but wishing to settle the arrangements for the government of 
Egypt, and reinstate the Mamelukes, as he was by treaty bound 
to effect. General Craddock being extremely unwell also, was 
obliged to stop at Giza, and the command of the army devolved 
on General Moore. 

This march was perhaps the most extraordinary ever made. 
The variety of nations which composed the armies, tN^ith all the 
relative circumstances, rendered it peculiarly important and in- 
teresting. 

The Captain Pacha had been reinforced from the Vizir's army 
by fifteen hundred Arnauts, who engaged to proceed as far as 
Bosetta. . The 30th had joined the main army, being replaced 
by the 86th, who remained under Ccdonel Stuart's orders. The 
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detachment of the 86th, there being only one hundred and sixty 
rank and file, and fifty of the compatiy's artillery originally 
embarked, but whom General Reynier augmenta into General 
Baird « army^ sailed with Admiral ^^anket (on his ttpplicatlon 
for this force to attack Suez, in older to interrupt any establish- 
ment of the French) from Bombay oa the 38th of December, 
1800. In i\m middle of January the admiral riiached Moka, 
where he remained two days to get provimom, wid arrived at 
Jedda iftth^ beginning of February, from wheno6 his squadron 
was near three months in attempting to beat up to Sue2, where 
they could not arrive until the latter end of April, when they oc- 
cupied that town, the Fren^ch having evacuated the place about 
the ISth of the same mouthy in consequence of the evemts which 
had .occurred on the Mediterranean shores. During' the pas- 
sage^ ii fever Jici J Lrol^q out, and carried oflf many soldiers and 
sailors. » 

After the success of ..the JSiUglish At Rhamanieh, and thead- 
vance ol tne Vizir, Colonel Loyd, who commanded the de- 
tachment, had so often expressed ati anxiety to share in the 
dangers and honours of the army, that General Hutchinson 
consented to his passing the Desert, particularly as at the siege 
of Cairo, which was then supposed to be a necessary under- 
taking, the assistance even of such a number was a desirable 
object. 

At six o'clock in the evening of the 7th of June Colonel Loyd 
began liis march, with an allowance of only three pints of water 
per man for forty-eight hours, and from the leaky state of 
the skins, even that quantity could not be insured. Arab 
Sheiks were the guides whom the Vizir had furnished, and 
made responsible for the safe passage of the detachment. The 
distance from Suez to Cairo is in a straight line not more than 
fifty-eight miles ; but the conductors, fearjjig that the French 
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riiight endeavour to intercept the detachmetit, had informed 
Colonel Loyd that a detour of ten or twelve miles would be 
necessary. The day had been very sultry, thermometer i09, 
which heat, as night drew on^ diminished to 94. Before nine 
o'clock three officer. Captain Cuyler^ and Lieutenants Morse 
and Ooodfeilow, were taken so ill as to be anaJble to proceed. 
At eleven o^lock, after a ma^ch of twelve miles. Colonel Loyd 
baited for two hours> when, as the thennometer fell to 86, the 
troops moved again, and *cotitinued marching tUl seven o'clock 
in the xnomifig. The day then became so intc^erably hot, that 
Oolowel Loyd, <?dntrary to his first intention, on account of the 
tixmble and e»er<Son necessary to load and unload the camels, 
ordered tents to be pitched, that the men till evening might 
imd iihelter from iJie sun. Twenty-six miles of the journey 
Were oditialated to be past^ which made this rest not alto^ 
gether to be regretted. 

At ten o'clock A. M. the guides came to Colonel Loyd, and 
acquainted hitn that the troops should immediately advance^ 
as the day tiireatewed to be extremely hot, and if the camels 
rested on the sand, their limbs would soon ^ be debilitated by 
the heat, a*id that they would require water before they could 
naove again ^ whereas, if kept advancing, they would neither 
be aifedbed by the burning ground, nor the heat trf the atmos- 
phere, in so fatal a degree ; adding also, that when the sol- 
diers wiere asleep, they suspected the camel drivers might isteal 
the waiter, which they feared, from the state of the skins, would 
now be found scarcely sufficient. 

These ai^uments, and a reflection that the guides being xe- 
sponsible for the march should have their wishes as much as 
possible complied with, determined Colonel Loyd to proceed. 
The teaats were therefore struck, and at eleven o'clock A. M. 
the march recommenced, thermometer then 109. Captain 
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Cayler, who had previously joined in a very feeble state, soon 
fainted again, and fell from his horse ; when a camel with two 
men were left to bring him on. 

About one o'clock Colonel Loyd finding the men were drop- 
ping fast in the rear, halted the detachment, and with the 
wish of affording relief to the fatigue and sufferings of the sol- 
diers, cut off from the camels his own baggage, which example 
was followed by all the officers. As many npen as could be 
carried were then mounted on the camels, and the whole pro- 
ceeded. At two o'clock the thermometer rose to 116, and at 
that time a camseen or south wind began to blow. The dread- 
ful sensation of the atmosphere when the wind is in that quar- 
ter has previously been described, and here its effects were 
felt aggravated with every horror- Colonel Loyd persevered till 
four o'clock P, M, when the situation of the detachment obliged 
him to stop. Many officers and soldiers were seized with gid- 
diness and loss of sight, whilst others fell down gasping for 
breath, and caUing out for drink. - 

On examining the skins, it was found that the sun had 
cmcked th^u, so that they leaked considerably, and the ^ater 
remaining had become a puddle of a very thick consistence, 
and. full of maggots. Necessity, however, required that this 
wretched drink should be distributed, and the men swallowed 
it with avidity. Vomiting and violent pains in the bowels 
were the immediate consequences. Colonel Loyd finding this, 
directed that no more should be served. 

The officers had brought with them a certain proportion of 
Madeira wine, which they now divided amongst the soldiers, 
some spirits were mixed with the remaining water, and each 
man had his proportion poured into his own canteen. The 
whole were then warned that every drop was in their possession, 
that half the journey had not been performed, and that on 
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their own prudence must depend whether or not they should be 
enabled to accomplish the rest. 

The residue of spirits was spilt on the ground, as Colonel 
Loyd dreaded that such? temptation might produce fetal conse- 
quences. , , . . . 

These arrangements occupied the time till past six o'clock, 
when the wind died away, and as the sun declined, the air be- 
came more temperate. Colonel Loyd supposes that the ther- 
mometer (he had unfortunately lost his own when the baggage 
was cut away) must have risen in the course of the afternoon 
to 140. 

The wine had considerably refreshed every body, yet still a 
languor pervaded the whole. At seven o'clock the order for 
marching was given. Seventeen men, unable to travel even on 
the backs of camels, were necessarily left on the ground, and 
with them camels, that they might follow in two hours. 

At eleven o^clock at night the detachment again halted, after 
a march of six miles, in which several officers and men, and 
Colonel Loyd also, felt the extraordinary sensation of seeing 
horses, camels, and all kinds of animals constantly moving with 
the rapidest transition before them, which false perception their 
judgment could not <;orrect. The night was excessively dark, 
and every one so fatigued, that inconquerable sleep seized upon 
all, during which the Arabs contrived to steal, amongst other 
things, a trunks containing money. At four o'clock in the 
morning the guides awoke Colonel Loyd, and the soldiers 
formed with difficulty into order of march, as a very heavy dew 
having fallen during the night, their limbs were so benumbed 
with cold that they could scarcely move. The seventeen men 
had not joined ; but as the soldiers complained of great drought, 
and thirty miles of Desert still separated them from the springs. 
Colonel Loyd did not think it adviseable to lose the advantage 
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of a cool morning by waiting for that party. The camseen be- 
gan again at the same hour as the day before ; the soldiers were 
not, however, affected in the same severe degree. By great 
perseverance, notwithstanding the in treaties^ of many t^*Stop, 
Colonel Loyd, between four and five o^clock in the evcfnito^of 
the same day, reached the springs of Elhanka, and the joy of 
the people was naturally very great; there had been some strag- 
glers, but by eight o^clock all the camels came up, and during 
the night, the 'men who from giddiness had fallen from off their 
backs joined. 

The soldiers were not guilty of the excess in drinking water 
at the springs, which it was feared would have been the case, 
but two officers' horses breaking loose, ran to the wells, and 
drank till they died on the spot. What must have been the 
sufferings of these animals, deprived of food and water from 
the evening of the Gth till the evening of the 8th, during the 
greatest part of which time the lungs only inhaled fiery air? 
No man had either tasted a morsel of any thing after quitting 
Suez, but food would rather have increased the drought, and 
under this idea all the rations of salt pork were thrown away the 
first morning. It was impossible to have brought fresh meat, 
as none could be procured at Suez, nor would any have kept 
three hours on the march. 

The course of the first forty miles had been N. N. W. over a 
hard sand, and the last thirty N. W. by W. of which the first 
ten was over rising ground, and the last twenty in a very deep 
heavy sand. During the whole march, no vegetation whatso- 
ever, bird or beast, had been seen. 

During the day of the 9th of June eight of the seventeen men 
left behind joined, but the remainder never have been heard 
of. As Cairo was only twelve miles distant. Colonel Loyd 
halted till dark at the springs, not presuming with so small a 
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force to risk discovery. After marching all night, about eleven 
o'clock A. M. on the 10th of June he joined the Grand Vizir's 
army encamped at Chobra, and pitched his tents with Colonel 
Stuart's division* 

Never were soldiers in a more pitiable condition; for in con- 
sequence of the plague, they had been obliged to burn all their 
uniforms, and on their march had lost their knapsacks, &c, 
but being uncommonly fine men, their appearance excited great 
interest. Captain Cuyler, who had got safe back to Suez, 
joined on the l6th of June, also Lieutenants Morse and Good- 
fellow ; they had passed the Desert with a caravan proceeding 
into the interior. 

On the 14th of July the 86th and four companies of the 89th 
occupied the Fort Ibrahim Bey. On the 15th the remainder 
of the 89th evacuated the citadel, and took possession of Giza. 
On the l6th Lieutenant Budgin arrived from General Baird, 
with the intelligence of his having reached Cunei with a divi- 
sion of his army. 

General Baird had sailed from India in the latter end of the 
month of December, with the view of co-operating with the 
army from Europe destined to invade Egypt, and a division of 
ti'oops from the Cape were ordered to join him in the Red Sea, 
His object was to land at Suez, and act according to those cir- 
cumstances he should become acquainted with there, since at 
such a distance no positive operations could have been pre- 
scribed. The hope was, however, always entertained that he 
would arrive in time to assist the European army even in de- 
barkation, by dividing the French force. Unfortunately, the 
monsoon had commenced before his entrance into the Red Sea, 
in the month of April, and it was found impossible to gain bis 
destination ; but learning at Jedda the successes of the English 
on the 21st of March, which intelligence had been transmitted 
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to him by Admiral Blanket,* he determined to land at Cossir, 
and brave the difficulties of the Desert, in the hopes of afford- 
ing a considerable support to General Hutchinson, and con- 
tributing to the final conquest of the country. 

On the 8th of June he arrived at Cossir, and found Colonel 
Murray, the adjutant general, who had preceded him, and 
reached that port with a very small advanced guard on the 14th 
of May ; but the greater part of the army was still missing, and 
none of the troops from the Cape had arrived. Anxious, how- 
ever, to promote the general service, he employed himself in 
preparing the means for enabling his army to pass the Desert, 
in which he was assisted by tihe Vizir's firmans, and in a short 
time he saw himself provided with five thousand camels. Hav- 
ing made the necessary dispositions, he set out for Cunei (or 
Kinn6h), where he anrived on the SOth of Jane, asid immedi- 
ately arranged the march of the remaining divisions, i&cilitBimg 
their passage by establishing posts at the different wells in the 
Desert, and digging others; iasaingat the same time the orders 
to be seen in the Appendix of this work, for the regulation of 
the march of each succeeding column. It was not till the latter 
end of July that his army had assembled, and even then several 
detachments were missing : the collected force, including the 
troops from the Cape, amounted to 5226 rank and file, and was 
composed of the following regitnenfes and corps: 

Royal artillery. 

Bengal horse artillery. 

Bengal foot ditt-o. 

Madras ditto, 

Bombay ditto. 

* A constant communication had b^en maintaiDed "with Admiral Blanket, and a naral 
officer twice paaed from Lord JCeith :io Suoz. Th^ £rat Irtusr written by the Admiral to Sir 
Ralph Abercrombie^ but which Grcneral Hutchinson receired at Rosetta^ was in cyphers, the 
key of which was lost^ and therefore could not be tnuiBlated. 
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Royal Engineers. 
Bengal ditto"\ 

Madras dittos No men. 
Bombay dittol 
Madras Pioneers. 
His Majesty's 8th light dragoons. 
10th foot. 
6th ditto. 
80th ditto. 
86th ditto. 
88th ditto. 
Bengal Volunteers, Native Infantry. 
1st Bombay regiment, ditto. 
7th ditto ditto. 

The respective quota furnished by the different establish- 
ments to which these corps belonged, is thus to be divided : 

Men. 
East India Company's artillery, &c. 448 
Ditto ditto native troops - - 1940 
King's troops ... - 2838 

5226 
To which must be added 271 officers, of which 53 were natives. 

331 Seijeants. 
125 Drummers. 
440 Lascars. 

276 Servants not soldiers. 
572 Public followers. 
305 Private ditto. 

2320 
Which makes a general total of 7546 persons, including sick, 
&c. 

As 
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As the march across the Desert, which separates Egypt from 
the Red Sea, must offer peculiar interest to those who peruse 
the detail, with their attention at the same time directed to In* 
dia, an account chiefly furnished by Colonel Carruthers of the 
6lst follows, which it was thought better to insert here, that the 
ideas might not be interrupted, and particularly as no event of 
ii^oment occurred to General Moore's army during the period 
which this narrative, in some degree, too soon introduces. 

The effective force ordered from tlje Cape to Egypt was to 
consist of about twelve hundred men. 

The 6lst regiment, a troop of the dth light dragooKis dis* 
mounted, and a company of EoglisJi artiil^y, formed this^ 
strength. 

Sir Home Popham, with the Romney and Sensible, sailed 
from the Cape on the !^th of February, 1301, having on board 
the two flank companies^ and one battalion company of tha 
6lst, the dismounted troop of the 8th, and a company of 
artillery. 

The remaimng seven companies of the 6lst did not leave the 
Cape until the 30th of March, in consequence of the jail fever 
having broke out in the ships Sheemess and Wilhelmina, which 
brought out the 68th regiment, composed chiefly of boys, and 
which distemper carried off a great number of them, as well as 
of the sailors. The admiral. Sir R. Curtis, apprehensive of con- 
tagion, would not allow fresh troops to be embarked in these 
ships until they had been properly fumigated and cleared out, 
the good effects of which precaution the 6l$t experienced, as 
they landed at Cossir on the 10th of July, then having been 
near sixteen weeks on board, without having one sick man, air 
though the strength, of the regiment exceeded nine hundred 
men. At Cossir was found the Sensible, which had arrived near 
three weeks. The troops were disembarked, and encampec} 
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with part of the afmy from India, and with whom they had 
originally beeh destined to co-operate. 

At Cossir the heat was very intense, the thermometer 96 and 
upwards; the water very bad, being impregnated with a salt- 
petre taste, causing violent vomiting and a species of dysentery, 
with excessive thirst. 

This complaint almost every one on first landing was attacked 
with, biit it did not prove fatal, and indeed was thought rather 
eventually to render service. General Baird had arrived from 
Jedda with Sir Home Popham at Cossir about three weeks be- 
fore, had crossed the Desert, and was at this time at Kinn6h, 
awaiting the airival of his army, of which a great part had not 
3^et made their way up the Red Sea. 

The 20th of July Colonel Carruthers left Cossir with a divi- 
sion of six hundred men of the 6lst. Camels were appointed 
for the baggage and provisions, from those bought by General 
Baird ; but when water at night was not to be had, camels from 
the last wells accompanied with it, and then returned again the 
next day to their post. 

The three first days march the troops passed in a ravine, 
which seemed to be the old bed of a river, and which com- 
menced a little way from Cossir, and terminated at Moilah. 
At Moilah and also Legaitta were posts of seapoys, which Ge- 
neral Baird had stationed, and dep6ts of provisions, from 
whence the troops in passing were supplied with sheep and bis- 
cuits. The wells, excepting two or three which the Arabs had 
formed, had been dug by the seapoys, these were not deep. 
The soil was clayish, the water brackish, yet had not the effect 
of that at Cossir. 

Although the troops marched by night, on account of the 
diminution of heat, as during the day the thermometer rose to 
110 and 115 degrees, still they suffered greatly from thirst; for 

unless 



Digitized by 



Google 



( in ) 

unles? the frequent inclination to drinking was resisted, how- 
ever painful the effort, it was soon ascertained that the indul- 
gence bu* augmented the desire. Water alone, or infused with 
a little vinegar, was found tlie best allay er of thirst ; a very 
gmall quantity taken at a timcj, and kept as long as possible in 
the mouth, only occasionally wetting the throat, afforded the 
greatest relief. 

The men suffered also considerably from an almost irresistible 
oppression of sleep, which might be accounted for from the 
heat, slowness of the marching, and its duration, generally 
eight or ten hours being required to perform the allotted dis- 
tances ; for although the route from Cossir to Kinn6h is stated 
.at only one hundred and twenty miles, there cannot be a doubt 
.but that the actual extent exceeds that calculation considerably. 

From Moilah to Barimba the Desert was generally of a very 
hard gravelly soil, with a very uneven surface. The route of 
the march continued in ravines, but which preserved no longer 
the appearance of any river haying ever flowed in them. 

Every where the cannon passed with facility, the principal 
part of which was drawn by bullocks, brought with the army 
from India. — . 

Barimba, or Bahconra, is the first habitable spot which is to 
be met with after leaving Cossir ; not even the smallest hut had 
been previously seen. . This little town lies on the borders of the 
tDesert, and is rated at ten miles distaqce from Kinneh, yet in 
fact it is nearer twenty. Here thp Arabs sold milk, eggs, and 
poultry, in great plenty, and very cheap. 

On the 29th of July Colonel Carruthers arrived at Kinneh, 
with the loss only of one drum boy, which good fortune must be 
Attributed to the positive orders given to the oflScer command- 
ing the rear guard not to allow of any man's stopping behind, 
to ensure, which necessary regulation, camels were left with his 
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party to bring on those who might fall sick. The fioldiess^ not- 
withstanding they knew their imprvidenc^ must be <Jreadftilly 
fatal to them, often attempted to conceal thiemaelvee c^ thb 
march, that they might lie down and deep. ; 

Altogether manjr men were lost in, this miserable ^way, for 
miserable indeed must have b^n^ the maji;mep of their deaths, 
and horrible the sufferings they experienced previous to their 
dissolution. 

^e route of the army from Cossir to Kiim^h was thus pic* 
scribed : 



Cossir to the new wells 11 miles^ 


water. 


"Half way to Moilah 17 


no water* 


Arabs post called Moilah 17 


provisions u[)d.w«ten. 


Advanced wells 9 


water. 


Half way to Legaitta 19 


no water. 


Arabs post called Legaitta 19 


provisions and water. 


Barimba Id 


water. 


Kinn6h 10 


the Nile. 



120* 

An important observation must be added, that tli^&re is good 
reason to believe water may be obtained in any part of the 
Desert, and that it is in such quantities as to ensure ax^onstant 
supply to the wells ; for when drank perfectly dry> ul twelve 
hours they were replenished again. 

The troops from India brought nwskatts or leather bags to 
contain the water in, which perished, and frequently occasioned 
much distress. Water kegs or barrels alone were found to re- 
sist the heat. With the Turkish army these muskatts, or rather 
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a pig's skin' sewfed together, We^e used, and prpved of vast ser- 
vice. Being constantly dipped in the Nile, they were kept al-^ 
•ways wet, which preserved them. When the English army was 
on its march to Cairo, the soldiers were frequently suffering the 
Inost extreme thirst, whilst the Turks had always abundance of 
•water, as to each coirajiany i^as a water-carrier, who affixed one 
^ theie skins an each side of a horse, and every man as he 
passed helped himself. Indeed this was the best arranged and 
conducted department in the Turicish service. 

General Hutchinson found himself compelled to ordcB Gene- 
lal Baird to proceed to Cairo, although he much wished to have 
allowedof his re-embarkation with his amiy, as there were other 
very important objects for that body of troops to be employed* 
cm ; but since it appeared evident from Admiral Gantheauine's. 
near approach to Alexandria, that the French government were 
malting strong efibrtfr to throw succour* into Egypt, and as the 
country was not yet absolutely conquered,sthese with some con- 
fidential t^asons determined him. in the opinion that he was not 
authorised to run any risk by dispensing with such a powerful! 
force, sent expressly to aid him : Lieutenant Budgin was there- 
fore sent back with these instructions*. 

General Htitchinson remained in the house of Rosetti, . the- 
Imperial Consul^ at Cairo, and anxiously endeavoured to pro- 
tect those whom his country's faith was pledged to support., 
Morad Bey's widow had been turned, out of her residencebyv 
some Turkish chieftain, and even Ibrahim Bey could not get 
admittance into his own. iTie general immediately insisted .on\ 
their being put in undisturbed, possession, and not only sue-- 
eeeded in that demand, but obtained an unequivocal firman, , 
declaring that the Mamelukes should be reinstated in all their r 
rights and' dignities* He avowed at the same time, that it was . 
not either his wish,, or that of his government, to encourage re- 
bellion i 
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bellioa against the t^orte, and therefore* stipulated that the Beys 
should pay their tribute regularly, atad that the Turkish Pacha 
should no longer be kept as an honorary prisoner, but command 
a body of troops sufficient to make his authority respectable. 

ITiis Magna Charta had been definitively signed, after much 
communication and firmness displayed by the general ; still the 
Mamelukes remained in the island of Rhoda, and refused to 
enter the town of Cairo, dreading treachery whilst the Turks 
continued there in such force. . 

General Moore's army and the French had proceeded quietly 
towards Rosetta, encamping each night in the order they 
marched ; but on taking up the ground, the French always 
formed three sides of a square on the banks of the Nile, placing 
their artillery and baggage in the centre. 

Their mode of marching was extremely irregular and strag- 
gling, whilst the British troops preserved the most correct order, 
exciting the admiration of the French officers. Indeed, the ar- 
rangement of the march was highly creditable to General 
Moore, and the oldest officers present of the French army de- 
clared, that it was throughout a most beautiful disposition and 
movement. 

At D6route the French passed the English, in order to be 
ready for the embarkation. The real effective state of their army 
was then ascertained, as the principal English officers poisted 
themselves at a narrow pass to see them file by. They could 
scarcely, however, credit their own sight, when they beheld an 
army of above ten thousand men, with fifty pieces of artillery and 
its complement of ammunition, defile before them, independent 
of the guards, &c. in the dgerms. It was now that, connecting 
this unexpectedly formidable power with the rising of the Nile, 
which at this time began to reach the top of its banks, the true 
importance of the capitulation was acknowledged. 

Nor 
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Nor could: those in command restrain themselves from con- 
fessing that the ignorance of the enemy's forcie had saved them 
many anxious nights ; for the calculation of security was to be 
fonned on the strength which could command it, not in the 
faith of treaties and honourable confidence. The maxim of 
war is positive, in inimicis nulla Jides. 

Amongst the French troops was the detachment of drome- 
daries, which had escaped into GLza; they did not chuse to 
risk a sortie, and indeed were very glad to be included in the 
capitulation, although their commanding officer was much 
vexed at their refusal to attempt a return to Alexandria. 

Brigadier General Oakes had been sent from Cairo, to ar- 
range with Lord Keith the embarkation of the French. By 
extraordinary exertion, transports were victualled and prepared 
for their reception against the 31st of July. 

The armies had encamped at Elhammed, within four miles of 
Rosetta, on the 28th, when that town soon presented a motley 
scene of the greatest interest and curiosity ; the streets were 
filled with French, Turks, English, Mamelukes, &c. Horses, 
swords, and, notwithstanding the abolition of the slave trade, 
hundreds of black girls were exposed to sale by the French of- 
ficers; but the trafl[ic of females was so dull^ that the French 
were obliged to offer with them a premium. 

The poor creatures sat weeping piteously the loss of their 
masters, and deploring the too certain punishment they should 
receive firom the Turks for their connexion with Christians. 

The strictest order was preserved in the town ; but the Arabs 
could not conceal their delight whenever they saw any French 
were marched as prisoners by the English guard for having be- 
haved irregularly. This was a triumphant exultation, too na- 
tural to be checked altogether, yet every effort was made to 
render it as little offensive as possible. 

On 
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On the 29th General Hutchinson, who had received at Cairo 
the letter announcing his majesty's high approbation of hi» 
conduct, and of his being decorated with the order of the Bath, 
arrived at Rosetta i he came in a barge, provided by the Vizir, 
wliich was rowed the whole Way by the same people, who 
laboured at the oar with the most astonishing perseverance ; 
and as a constant gale of wind blows up the Nile, during the 
day (and for the three days the general was on the water, it 
was particularly violent) the exertion was surprising, and provesf 
of what labour these people are capable. A dgerm which 
sailed at the same time did not arrive for twelve hours after-* 
wards, and for the first two days the boat was considerably de- 
tained to keep her company. 

The general on leaving Cairo conceived that every proper 
arrangement had been made for the government of Egypt, 
•consistent with the promises of l^is government, and the Grand 
Signior's stipulations* He had secured for the Indian army 
its supplies, and left the Mamelukes impressed with gratitude 
towards him. 

In the house of Rosetti he had continued during his stay, and 
was ent^tained with every attention and mark of hospitality, 
which that accomplished, well informed, and generous man 
could lavish. 

Rosetti was a person endowed with very superior qualifi- 
cations. It was from him that Savary, Voleey, and Sonini 
acquired most of their information, and no one was better ac* 
quainted with the history of Egypt. A resident for many 
years, he became the intimate friend and counsellor of Ali Bey ; 
and had tiiat great man adopted latterly his advicCj^ his fortune 
and fate might haire been more worthy of his character. Turks^ 
Copts, and Christians, sdl united in esteem for Rosetti : they 
considered him as their universsd benefactor, and whea the 
Vizir requested a visit from him^ he was received with the 
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most distinguisKed attention a Frank had ever experienced^ 
and as he passed through tlie streets, the Arabs shouted,. 
" Praise to the Vizir, who honours thus the father of the poor!'' 
Yet, with all these virtues, and. a strict neutrality as to politics^ 
he could ,uot escape imprisonment dming the government of 
the French. 

The Grand Vizir had anxiously endeavoured to confer every 
honour on the general; for although the generals honest ihde* 
pendence and faithful, adherence to the word he had pledged, 
thwarted his views and intentions, still he could not but ad- 
mire and revere the character where such virtues existed, and 
the instructions he received from the Porte rendered him more 
desirous than ever to acquire his regard. These instructions, 
recommending him to conciliate with and pay every deference 
to the English commander, had been read aloud at a public 
ceremony, where he- was invested by the Reis Eifendi with 
a superb di'amond hiked dagger, presented by the Grand Sig- 
nior for his victory atElhanka. . . ^ ' . 

On the 31st the first division of French marched to einbark 
at the caravansary, that place being judged .morcj; .convenient 
and secure, than Roselta, on account of the Boghaz. ; 

This embarkation continued successively for ten days, with 
the intermission of one on account of the fatigue of the camels, 
whose backs were also wrung into a jelly of corruption. Neither 
interest, humanity, or the natural instinct with which these ani-- 
mals are endowed to resist in some degree the cruel oppression 
of man, by an obstinate refusaHo rise when too heavily laden, 
protected these willing, patient, and- useful creatures, whose 
goodness and utility corrected the prejudice their, ugliness 
would otherwise have excited;* 8 cwt. a camel-can cany, but 
6 cwt. is the proper burthen. The immense weights, and 

* The Arabs emphatically call them fhe ship of fhe Desert. 
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the bad construction of the saddles, constantly kept on, toon 
bruised the hiin(;h on the back^ whic)i festered, and neT» be- 
ing attended to, became a burrow for thousands of worms. 
There was scarcely a camel in Egypt whose back was not in 
this state, and out of fifteen hundred, which marched from 
Cairo with the French army, scarce three hundred survived the 
journey. ^ 

The embarkation retum of General Belliard's army, as given 
in to the English General, was as follows : 

Aemy oi Cairo. 

Artillery, cavalry, and infantry, including'V ^q gvg 

officers and non-commissioned officers J 
Etat Major •«.--. 45 
Dromedary corps *..*-- 177 
Miners and sappers - - . - . 150 
Invalids (only fit for garrison duty) - - 500 
Seamen . - - . • - - - 344 
Horse and ft)ot guides • - - . - 40 
Sick - • • - - - - 800 

Auxiliaries. 
Greeks and Copts * - - - - 60O 
Mamelukes - * - • - - 166 

— 13,672 

Employes. 
Mathematical .SdK>ol * - • - 30 

Printing press - - - . . . ^5 

Library and bureau central - - - 15 

Civilians ..-....-11 

82 

Grand total, exclusive of women and children 13,754 

To 
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To this ntimber musl be added five hundred men, who de^- 
serted on the march to join the Mamelukes. It was in vain 
the general endeavoured to discourage this unnatural infatua- 
tion ; the soldiers refused to return. 

Above a hundred of them, who had been kept at work on the 
bridge of Giza (which by the French not mentioning that the 
dgerms should be kept bailed out, had nearly beeii destroyed), 
although offered to be sent to France, positively insisted on 
remaining in Egypt. 

The motive which induced this extraordinary resolution 
was probably ambition, if in such worthless people, who thus 
voluntarily submitted in the hopes of future aggrandisement 
to degradations of the vilest nature, any noble passion could 
exist. 

The divisions of the shipping sailed as soon as each was ready. 
The French were by no means pleased with the rations of salt 
pork^ biscuit, and Marcella wine issued to them, although the 
quality and proportion were the same as given to the English 
troops; they were also excessively indignant, notwithstanding 
the terms of the capitulation, at not having, according to their 
rank, the increased allowance, forgetting that at sea a general 
cannot eat more than a soldier, and what difficulty there was 
to carry even a sufficient supply for the necessary support of 
the people on board. This regulation in the British service, 
although so just and reasonable in its principle, had before ex- 
cited General Dessaix's resentment against Lord Keith ; that 
general conceiving that the order was made to ridicule French 
equality, if not to insult him ; or that if the rule was general, it 
should have been broken through in favour of him and his 
officers. He did not know that there was in England an au- 
ditor's office, and other formidable barriers to unusual public 
expenditures. Some of the French troops evea conducted 
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selves so riotously, that at last Lord Keith was compellied' to 
declare, that he would fire into the- fii'st ship on board of 
which he heard a tumult, which menace preserved order after- 
wards. 
General Belliard was offered by Captain Clarke* a passage 

id 



* CaptaiB Clarke*8 brother came to Egypt^ having made with Mr. Cripps (instead o£ whose 
name that of Mr. Harvey was substituted by mistake in the firgt edition) one of the most 
considerable and interesting tours which travellers conld accomplish. After having passed 
att oVer tl^ continent^ they proceeded by the Crimea to Constantinople ; from thence they 
visited all the islands in the Ardiipelago^ and remained some time in examining tb6 
plains of Tray^ which Mr. Clarke^ in opposition to Mr. Carlisle^ maintains exactly to corre- 
spond with Homer*s description^ and of which he is so convinced as to imagine that he saw 
the actual graves of the principal heroes shin in that war. Sbme Greek inscriptions^ which 
he has brought home from thenoe> may probably illustrate in some degree this dispute^ which 
it is almbst to be lamented was ever agitated. After visiting everything remarkable in Asia 
Minor, they arrived in Egypt ; but as Cairo was not then taken, they went to Jerusalem 
' and Acre. Returning again to Egypt, they proceeded to Cairo, with the intention of 
visiting Faoum and Thebes, and from thence to return home by the Morea and France. 
Their collection is extremely valuable, and is destined, to adorn one of the colleges of Cam- 
bridge ; apd Mr. Clarke, from the zeal he has shewn, will no doubt give the wodd much 
mfortnationa 

Since the first edition I have been favoured with a more particular account of the travek 
and researches of these gentlemen, who have acquired considerable credit to their countt}^ 
and whose example should influence other travellers. 

The extent of their travels comprehends sg degrees of north latitude, vi^. froih 89| to 68 |j. 
«nd 46 degrees of east longitude. They are bounded' to the north by the frontiers of Finmark^ 
and to iho, south by the catacoml>s of Saguara, in Upper Egypt To the east they extend aa 
far as the most eastern course of the Don^ the ancient Tanais.. They passed through Dea- 
mark, Sweden, Norway, Lapland, Finland, Russia, the Deserts of the Don Cossacks, Kuban, 
Tartary, Circassia, and the Crimea. Afterwards, in Turkey, they visited the plain of Troy, 
rand confirmed by their own observation the truth of Mr. Chevalier's obsenradoas relative to 
.the identity of the place, the tombs,. &c. They discovered, moreover, the mound of thp 
plain, and the tomb of Ilus, and the city of New Ilium. Mr. Clarke ascerta'med the tem- 
perature of the sources of the Scamander> and they were the first travellers who ever sup- 
jnounted the Glacieres, on the summit of Ida, and ascended to Grargarus, the highest point 
of that range of mountains, and at whose base they found the ruins of Jupiter Liberator.. 

Afterwards they visited Asia Minor, Syria, and Egypt, where in the Delta they discovered 
4be ruins of the city of Sais^t which had escaped the observations of the French Scawns, af' 
^ ; ; though 
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in the cabin of the Braakel, which he very handsomely declined 
on account of his large suite, selecting the Duke of York 
transport, a remarkably large and fine vessel, to sail in. 

The men of war refused to take on board the vast quantity 
of ammunition which the French wished to carry, and the 
whole was thrown into the sea. The officers who were allowed 
to sell their horses found a market for them ; those carried to 
France (eighty horses and mares and one camel) were not worth 
much. The Egyptian horse bears but little value, and the 
breed of Arabia Felix is very difficult to be procured. In that 
country the price of a real Yemen horse, whose genealogy is 
certified by the sheriff of Mecca, is from five to eight hundred 
pounds^ and there were not above two or three seen during the 
residence of the French in Egypt. 

The baiggage was enormous which the French army trans- 
ported, and some of the articles were not private property, par- 
ticularly the press and foundry, bridles of the horses, with the 
Mameluke bits; yet although General Hutchinson did not 
-choose to enter into a dispute about things of such littlie con- 
sequence, the conduct of the French, in taking them away, wa& 
not the less reprehensible^ 

though the ruins, covered a great tract of Iand« These ruius are situated ahout a mile from the 
eastern bank of theRosetta branch of the Nile, very near the situation designated by D'Anville^ 
and a little beyond the canal of Belhin to the north, joining the Rosetta with the Damietta 
•branch. Tlie village is called Silhadger, and i& opposite where the battle of Chebrlssa was 
/ought. They found that the account given by historians of this place exactly corresponds 
with the present appearance, and that the water of the NUe is admitted during the inundation 
into an area surrounding the temple of Isis j from the ruins of which temple they also brought 
home many eurloas monuments of antiquity, and more beautiful sculpture than is usually 
found among the works of Egyptian artists. Returning from Egypt, they went to all tfar 
Grecian isles, to Athens^ to the Morea, and to the plain of Marathon ; they ascended the 
summits of the mountains Hymettus, Helicon, and Parnassus, and passed through Bceotia, 
Thessaly, Macedonia, and Thrace, to Constantinople 5 from thence through Bulgaria, Wal- 
lachia, Transylvania, Hiuigaty, Germany, and France, to England. 

The 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 182 .) 

The general's health being extremely bad, he was obliged tb 
go on board Lord Keith's ship^ in the hopes of sea air reco- 
vering him, and where he proposed to remain until the English 
army of Cairo joined General Coote before Alexandria. 

The difference of climate between Alexandria and Cairo was 
immediately felt, and the change proved most agreeable. By 
the. thermometer the temperature was reduced twelve degrees, 
and the fine breezes which blew from the sea rendered the sen- 
sation still more refreshing. 

General Coote's army was in remarkably high order, and of 
considerable strength, as the reinforcements from England had 
arrived in the beginning of July, consisting of the 22d dra- 
goons, a detachment of Guards, two battalions of the 20th 
regiment of infantry, the 24th^ 25th, and 26th, the ancient Irish 
fencibles, drafts for several regiments, and the foreign regiments 
of WatteviUe and Chasseurs Britanniques, amounting to about 
eighteen hundred men. The corps of Watteville was composed 
of Swiss, who enlisted from the disbanded regiments. They had 
been in British pay for two years, and had served several cam^ 
{>aigns, when attached to the Imperial armies, with a gallantry 
which will long be recorded to the honour of themselves and 
their nation. 

The latter corps was composed of the dibris of that Condean 
army, which, under a prince who so nobly maintained the fame 
and honour of his house, a warrior inferior to none in Europe^ 
can never be mentioned without recollections of its valour, de^ 
votion, and misfortunes. 

This army had alternately been in the pay of Austria, Russia, 
and England ; but at the conclusion of the peace between 
France and Austria, Great Britain was constrained to disband 
the whole of the foreign troops in her pay on the continent. 
Individuals, however, of them were re-enlisted, who embarked 
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at Trieste on the 10th of June, 1801, and arrived in Aboukii* 
Bay the iBt of August following. 

Such corps, excellently commanded, perfectly satisfied with 
their capitulation, the superintendence of which was entrusted 
to Major Byng, who succeeded in faithfully discharging the 
duties of his situation, and at the same time acquiring their 
general esteem, would have been a very valuable acquisition 
to England in the event of their services having been required 
in the field ; and this benefit may now be anticipated, that a 
respect for the character and integrity of British engagements, 
will ensure from Switzerland a reinforcement on future emer- 
gencies, which certainly is the most desirable connexion from 
every consideration the British service could form.* 

General Coote's exertions had been unremitting: he had 
himself every morning ridden round the lines an hour before 
day-break, and was incessantly employed in making the most 
useful arrangements for the health and comfort of his troops, 
as well as occupied with precautions for their security, and 
completing the works of their position. His mind had suf« 
fered frequently the greatest anxiety, when from the sickly state 
of the army he had only three thousand two hundred men fit for 
duty in his camp, but by his judicious directions the renovation 
of its strength was much accelerated. 

Nothing important had occurred before Alexandria previous 
to the 20th of June, independent of the burning of the Iphi* 
genie frigate, which was set on fire by accident in the road of 
Aboukir, and the reitisal of Lord Keith to allow the members 
of the Institute with their suites to leave Alexandria, which re- 

*■ The rcpmeotaffioUe^ datAj oompoied of SwiiB, fiutned part of the fiwdfa tangade^ 
which served in Egypt with iuch high distinctkni. Baron D*HuiUer, one of the few of the^ 
Swiss Graards who escaped the massacre of die I9di of August^ conunandod it. Ibis eausd* 
lent officer^ and estimahte man^ is since dead. 
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fusal was grounded on the just reasoning that the reduction of. 
subsistence for fifty people was an object of serious prejudice 
to the serviec irt the circuttistances Alexandria was placed in, 
and particularly as from this motive General Menou had re- 
fused the admittance of a company of comedians, sent ex- 
pressly by the^ French governijient for the amusement of his 
garrison. Some English cruiaers^ having taken them on their pas- 
sage, Lord Keith wished to forward them to their destination ; 
but General Menou perversely rejected the reinforcement, so 
consider attbf and patnoUcaUy furnished by the Consuls of France, 
Xo Tfi^ke ^ divtrtrntmenticlatantj^^ - 

On the 20th of June the French, w'^ith the view of covering 
the eastern front 6f tlieir position, had made a cut on the canal' 
^f Alexandria, in front of the Green Hill, that the waters of 
the inundation might flow into the plain. 

General Goote fearing the consequent inlet of water would- 
extend over the flat nearly to the sea, and thus contract the 
front for operation against Alexandria, determined to counter- 
act the object if possible, and therefore in the night of the 23d 
commenced i in the deepest hollow of the plain, the construc- 
tion of a dam, parallel with the canal of Alexandria, and the 
extremities of which rested on the high ground. 

The French did not attack, although they heard the work- 
men ; yet General Coote, feaiing to draw on a cannonade, with- 
dretw the party at day-light. This labour continued hear a* 
month, a battalion being every night employed on the duty ; 
and General Coote had the satisfaction ^o find, that notwith- 
standing the French opened another cut, the inundation was* 

^ These comedians were embdrkedt>a board of one of the five transports taken, when Ad- 
miral Gantheaume appeared ofi^ the African 4:oast. On boaid the remainder were embarked 
gardeners^ seedsmen^ and all kinds of inferior artists. The soldiers were only in the stupt 
«fwar. 
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« 

completely checked, as against the dam the water found it^ 
level with the lake. The dam was one hundred and fifty yards 
in length, in breadth six, its foundation eighteen feet, And su- 
perior sides eight. 

The idea of the dam was very judicious, and the excellent 
construction does great honour to Colonel Duncan and the 
officers of engineers employed. 

The entrenched camp presented a much more pleasing ap- 
pearance than any part of Egypt which had been seen; the 
huts of the officers, particularly in the camp of the Guards, 
would «ot have disgraced a more civilized country ; whilst the 
new sea astonished those who now for the first time beheld the 
inundation. An apparent immeasurable extent of salt water 
was an imposing sight, where only a few weeks before not a 
drop was on the ground. 

On the 7th instant the whole of the French were embarked, 
and in the evening a French hussar deserted from Alexandria, 
who shewed an order, in which General Menou encouragefd his 
garrison to defend themselves to the last. He confirmed the 
intelligence that there was no want of fresh meat, as the Arabs 
brought always a daily supply. 

The same day the French paymaster general of the Cairo 
army having obtained leave from General Belliard and Ge- 
neral Hutchinson, went with a flag of truce to the out-posts, in 
the hopes of being admitted into Alexandria. General Menou, 
notwithstanding this was one of his greatest friendp, positively 
refused, and declared that no communication should be had 
but by sea ; however, reflection for twenty-four hours changed 
that resolve, and General Menou sent in to express his readi- 
ness to receive him. The message was too late ; he was em- 
barked again, and then sailing. 

Madame Menou had been sent in by a cartel several days 
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before, and also General Menou's son, a very fine boy of about 
three years olcL 

General Menou had been made acquainted with the sur- 
render of Cairo on the 7th of July. This intelligence he re- 
ceived with the greatest vexation, as he wished General Bel- 
liard to have held out on three probable chances of relief. 
First, the landing of the succours, which Admiral Gantheaume 
was endeavouring to throw in, might have changed the aspect 
of affairs. It is true, the Heliopdlis corvette had announced 
on the 19th of May that the French fleet had been within thirty 
leagues of the coast, when a convoy wa? seen passing, which 
the French admiral mistaking for the English fleet, cut his ca- 
bles, and bore away, but his return might still be expected. 
Secondly, tlie negociations for peace were known to be com- 
menced, and a favourable issue expected to them. Thirdly, 
the rising of the Nile was a guarantee, that beyond a certain 
period the siege could not be carried on. 

In his general orders he animadverted severely on the capi- 
tulation, and declared that he was resolved to bury himself in 
the ruins of Alexandria, a pledge not, however, when made in 
the French language, to be understood literally, and which (al- 
though animated to the same devotion by the declaration that 
the army of Egypt knows liow to fight, but never would learn 
to surrender) the soldiers on the out-posts excused to those who 
commented on the words as a mere fafon de parler. 

General Doyle's brigade marched into camp on the 9th of 
August. On the 11th General Hope's aixived ; and on the 
13th General Moore with the reserve. These troops had been 
obliged, on account of the rising of the Nile, to approach 
nearer to Rosetta previous to theip march for Alexandria, the 
whole country in their front being nearly inundated. The 
river had then risen upwards of thirty feet. On the 11th three 

deserters 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 187 ) 

deserters came in, and on tlie ,13tl> the Turkish and Englisl^ 
gun-boats, which had with much difficulty worked through 
Lake Sed,* and passed into the inundation, tQ the number 
of twenty-six, sailed to attack the French boats, which were 
anchored in Lake Mareotis, they having been dragged across 
the isthmus from the harbour; but the French avoided an 
action, and drawing up close to the shore, the allied boats 
anchored in a semicircle round them. Colonel Anstruther and 
Captain Brice proceeded in a small boat, and landed under the 
heights nea^ Marabou, which islet they reconnoitred. 

On the 15th General Hutchinson arrived, having deter- 
mined immediately to besiege Alexandria on the eastern and 
western fronts, an army of sixteen thousand effective men being 
under his command. There had been no possibility to com-^ 
mence operations sooner, for all the boats had been occupied 
in embarking the French; and as both the corps to the 
eastward and westward were to depend on the fleet for daily 
supplies, two such important objects required their whole 
service. 

The general had intended to make the first movements in 
the night of the 15th, but when the boats came to rendcsjvous, 
the report was made that they had mistaken the orders, not 
charging themselves with provisipns, and as there was not a 

' * In the former edition, and even in the first part of this, the Lake Sed has been impro- 
perly called Lake Maadie, or Lake Aboukir ; but the latter name is not so improper as the 
former, since Lake Maadie is actually Lake Edko. Lake Sed takes its name from a Roman 
causeway or embankment, Vfhich in Arabic is called sed, or the moond. In the year 1783 
the sea made a small breach in |his embankment^ which the Turks never attempted to repair ; 
since that time the waters have flowed into the ground which is now the bed of the lake, but 
which was previously dry and cultivated land. Lake Maadie is so called from the ferry at 
the entrance of the lake, which every 4be in going to Rosetta is obliged to pass, maadie in 
Arabic signifying passage. 
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Supply for three days in the magaztne, they were obliged to 
return to the fleet. 

On the evening of the l^th^ the boats haying as^mbled in 
the iminda/tion inameddately <in the left of the position, the 
division of the araiy under Major General Coote, composed 
of the "* Guards, commanded by Major General Lord Cavan; 
the 25th» two battalions of the 27th and Mth Mgiments, un« 
der Major General Ludlow; the 26tb, two battalions of 
the ;S4th) ^nder Major Genersd Finch, with one hundred of 
the 26th dragoons, in all about foul thousand men, en^arked 
and sailed. • ^ 

The same evening, in wder to make a diversion in favour of 
General Coote, and gain ground necessary for the progress <^ 
the siege against the eastern front, General Cnddock was di* 
rectcd to order the 50th, 9^^ and SO'th to be in readiness at 
day-break the next morning, and General Moore was aiso or* 
dered with a corps of light troops to act on the right 

Tlie instructions of the l^ft column were to storm the Greesi / 
Hill, on the right of the French line, and of the right to oc* 
cupy the Nole Hill, about a q^iarter of a mile in front of the 
Flinch left, for the object of reconnoitring. At day dawn 
General Doyle (who although very ill at Rosetta when the mere 
rumour <^ this movement reached him, had notwitlistanding 
mounted his horse, and arrived to take the command of his 
brigade,) moved forwards; the 30tii regiment tdipecting ilself 



* When die Guards went to the westward, they very haadsomdy waved some of their 
privil(;ge8, which might have rend^ed the sfsrvice'more complex. ' These privilages^ which 
foan the constitution of the Guardi^ from not being general^ known, and haviqg nawrittcko 
docuoa«nt89 sevesal tjaaes , during ihe war have occasioned uQcertaiBties. It is much to be 
lamented, thataU.e]tceptions to tb^ general service should not be pubUcI/ certified^ for the 
information of every ofRcer in the army, 
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against the advanced work on the left of the Gr^en Hill, the 
50th to that on the right, and the 92d had drdens to remain in 
reserve at an intermediate point at the base of the hill. 

Very little opposition wfts made^ and the troops took posses- 
sion of the woriks, which proved open batteries, the artiUery of 
which had been previously reinoved. ' . 

- General Moore had also advanced on thef right, ^nd <>ccapied 
with the Loweofitein Chasseurs the Nole Hill, from whence he 
and Captain Brice reconnoitred. The resistance be had itiet 
with was also -trifling, altboagh the French weie on the alerfe 
during the night, from a cannonade which waa kept lip from 
the Pharos against some English boats statOfding in close to the 
harbonr/ ! 

As soon, howev^er, as the French found titmv pic^«ets kU 
tacked, fearing a general assault, they beat to* arms, and immtw 
diately began a hieavy &re fsx>iii tbeir works, which continued 
without intermission three hours. The troops being covered by 
the iii|;equalities of the groimd, Mtde executifOii was <$0£K5w 

General Moore having obmpleted his object, and finding the 
Nole Hill too advanced to be matiatainad, aixl.sefveral of th* 
^yagers wounded, withdrew some way, when the Fretoch itmner 
diately re-occupied the hill. ' i 

At seven o'clock a body of Freaitfch^ to the amount of six hun* 
dred, unexpectedly appeared on the right of their position, 
whence they advanced rapidly against the Green Hill, and the 
post particularly possessed by the 30th. That regiment had 

^ Previous to the reinforcements arriving from England the army had no troops of this 
Und* exise^t a corps of Corslcan Bangers, bat it woald l>e nnjust to noerit not to mention 
bens wkat m a former edition was neglected, that this corps in every action, and especlall/ 
iQ the laaduig, distingotshed itself ^cticolarly ; and that Major Lowe who commanded 
gained always the greatest approbation. Indeed it was a corps which from its conduct and 
a]»pe«raDtie«iu3kedgeaecal j4mlmtioo, and did hoaourto the nation of the Eirst Consul of 
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been ordered from the anticipation of the cannonade to shelter 
themselves in tlie ditches of the works, and behind the ridges of 
the hills. 

• They were laying thus scattered when the French had began 
to ascend, supported by a heavy fire of shells, round and grape 
shot, from all the batteries. The assembly was beat ; seven 
companies, ih number one hundred and seventy rank and file, 
were collected, and at the representation of Colonel Lockart to 
Colonel Spencer, who was present at the moment,* instantly 
charged with the bayonet the French, who had now nearly 
gained the summit, and completely routed them. Ten prisoners 
were made in the pursuit, and above one hundred men killed or 
wounded. The 30th lost twenty-eight men, and would have 
suffered much more, if Colonel Lockart had not succeeded in 
drawing off his people ; as a rear body of the French, when 
they found their column broken, commenced a sharp scattered 
fire. 

This gallant effort was witnessed by the whole army with de- 
light, and certainly redounds much to the honour of Colonel 
Lockart and the corps. Captain Grey deserves also particular 
mention for animating the men with the wish to use the 
bayonet. Had the 30th (confusedly assembled together) de- 
pended on their fire, they must have been overpowered, nor 
could the regiments in the rear have arrived in time to support 
themi-f- This instance should be remembered as another 
example of what the bayonet, in a British soldier'^ hands, can 
jeffect. 

* On Brigadier General Doyle's arrival. Colonel Spencer lost the temporary command of 
the brigadr^ but be would not relinquisli his expectation of service, and General Craddock 
had directed him to lead the* SOth regiment against the French redoubt on the left of the 
Green Hill. 

t Genejal Doyle, as soon as he perceived the movement of the enemy, immediately ad* 
vanced with the iuth and g2d regiments, bat the distance they had to pass was considerable. 

General 
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General Reynier represents this affair as a body of four hun- 
dred French charging six thousand English ; but General Rey- 
nier's statements are all similar as to correctness, varying only 
in the different shades of the grotesque and malevolent. 

General Menou seeing this attempt baffled, abandoned the 
design of recovering the hill, and maintained for the rest of the 
day a partial cannonade. 

General Coote had wished to disembark between Marabou 
and Alexandria, but perceiving a corps of the enemy on that 
part of the isthmus, he left opposite to them General Finch's 
brigade, to make a feint, whilst he stood on with the remainder 
about three uiiles farther, where, without any opposition, he 
landed. 

This judicious disposition probably saved many lives, which 
otherwise might have been uselessly lost, since one piece of 
cannon alone opposed to him, would, from the commanding 
elevation of tlie ground above the shore, have done great 
mischief. 

A position was immediately taken up to cover the siege of 
Marabou ; on digging, excellent water was found, nor was there 
any necessity to turn up more than a spit of earth. 

In the evening the French seeing the allied gun-boats getting 
under weigh to attack them, abandoned their flotilla, yet hoped 
to make fire vessels of their boats ; however, none which blew 
up did any damage, except one which some Turks attempted 
to board. Her ammunition exploded at the moment they en- 
tered, by which accident four or five Turks were severely 
wounded : the fire was extinguished from five other boats, and 
two of them saved wxre, the beautiful cutter of the L'Egyp- 
tienne, and a dgerm, handsomely trimmed and coppered. The 
former is now in the Thames. 

In the night of the i7th the first parallel was begun on the 
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castera front of the enemy's position, about twelve hundred 
yards distant fronx the English lines* There was no wish to 
advance this paraUel nearer, it being intended only as a con* 
necting post of communication between the original camp and 
whatever new works might be constructed, since without this 
intermediate entrenchment the duty of the army would have 
been too severe ; for the troops could not leave their original 
ground of encampment, Mid descend into the plain without 
much inconvenience^ as the transput of provisions and stances 
from the dep6t was still chiefly performed by men;* General 
Hutchinson having found himself obliged to order away two 
regiments of dragoons, the field artillery, as well as all the 
camels, horses, and jack-asses to Rosetta, on account of the dif- 
ficulty of procuring forage, since all the boats were required to 
convey subsistence for the armies*^ 

The parallel was therefore not thrown entirely across the 
plain, only extended about one hundred and fifty yards from 
the sea. On the flanks were enclosed redoubts, which might 
have been defended until the arrival of supplort. On the Green 
Hill batteries were raised against the French right, the laying 
open of which was a considerable object; but as this post was 
so distant from the English position (the left as has always been 
described receding very much), a battalion was ordered to en- 
camp at the back of the hill, with its right upon the newly con- 
structed dam. 

In the night of the 18th General Coote having, with the un- 
remitting exertions of the officers of artillery, established two 

♦ These jack-aascs were removed, tothegreatjoyofcverj one bat their proprietors. 1^9 
ferenade of at ieait a Ihoosasd nich voicea, cootimui^ inoesaantif dari»g the night/ wsm not 
desirable, when little sleep could otherwise have been obtakied. Vexatious as the roelodj 
was, still there was something ludicrous in such a concert^ in which occasionaDy all the other 
iramerotts ankaab, both birds and bclsts^ joined. 
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batteries, with mortars^ and three 34-pounders in them, against 
Fort Marabou, directed the bombardi&eot to commence. The 
celerity with, which the guns had been J;)ro<ight ;up was a re- 
markable effort of zeal, as they had to.be canied oveif afaonost 
inacces^bl^ rock»i in which vast quariiefl were hewn out, as is 
supposed, for the building of the ancient Alexfttuiriaj i 

The breadth of the iathjuus, fmm the lake to Marabou, is 
about hal^ a. mile; the islet of Marabou i^ situated at the 
western ciXrtrejnity of the harbour, and, commanding one of the 
phanoelsj is aepfirated from the pontinent by a reef of rocks of a 
hundred and fifty yards, in extent, which, except directly in the 
centre, is fordable* . . 

The French had constructed a very strong regulsur fort on this 
islet round a tower, formerly a mosque ; but the length of the 
islet not being above three hundred yard&^ and its breadth a 
hundred and fifty, shot could sweep over the whole. The fleet 
anchored off, and somB frigatps and Turkish corvettes occa« 
sionally cannonaded the works. The flank company of the 54th 
was judiciously posted on a projecting rock> from whence they 
kept up such a heavy fire of musquetry, that the French were 
obliged to fly from their gun?, and hide themselves in the shel- 
tering crevices the sides of the island afforded. Three French 
gun-boats were anchored under the castle of Marabou, two 
were sunk, and one escaped ; on board of one the surgeon was 
killed, and his assistant lost both his legs. The medicine chest, 
with a good many dollars, floating Qn-shore, became a prize to 
the 54th. 

On the 19th the Captain Pacha sailed to the westward ; his 
boat was very nearly struck by the French batteries, which now 
attacked every vessel as she passed, and all were obliged to 
come considerably within their range; for as the wind con- 
atantly blew north-west, boats were necessarily compelled to 
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keep well in shore, or if driven to leeward, many hours would 
have been consumed in beating up again. 

On the night of the 20th the French took up the buoys, or 
channel marks, which had been laid down by the English men 
of war's boats the day before, when they succeeded in ascertain* 
ing the channel. 

About twelve o'clock in the day of the 30th the tower of Ma- 
rabou fell. Towards evening Captain Cochrane, with two Eng- 
lish men of war brigs and five Turkish corvettes in succession, 
boldly stood into the harbour of Alexandria, and anchored on 
the lefl of the army. A French corvette, which had been cruiz- 
ing about the whole day with the object of assisting the garri- 
son of Marabou, retired directly into the inner harbour. 

As the fkll of the tower might be supposed probably to have 
filled up the ditch of the fort, and in that case rendered an as- 
sault practicable, font companies of the 54th were ordered to 
be in readiness for that service ; at the same time General Coote, 
wishing to Qpare the effusion of blood, sent Colonel Duncan 
If ith the BummoBS to the French commandant, who at first he- 
sitated to capitulate; but on Colonel Duncan's representing to 
him the certain fate which awaited his garrison, if he refused to 
surrender, and particularly as he could not regularly defend the 
place, having been necessitated so long to abandon his guns, 
he at last consented. 

The fort, when taken possession of, was fomid in ruins, the 
tower had filled up one ditch, yet still the £«SMik would have 
been difficult, for another deep ditch crossed the islet, and the 
work* were very strong. The number of cannon taken in the 
place amounted to ten pieces, all of which were indented with 
the muaquetry of the 54th. The number of prisoners was one 
hundred and sixty-eight. 

In the mght'of the 21st a naval office went in n boat^ and 
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landed by the bridge nearest to Alexandria, with the object of 
sounding the canal, which he effected, finding four feet of salt 
water. Thfi enemy's picquet discovering him, he was obliged 
to hurry off, but standing on to the eastward, about a mile and 
a half, he relanded, and agaixk sounded the canal, finding the 
same depth as before. 

On the morning of the 22d General Coote, resolving not to 
relax a moment, and allow the enemy to fortify still more the 
isthmus, advanced from Marabou agaii\st the position occu^ 
pied by a corps of twelve hundred men, under the orders of 
General Eppter. His line ran in a high ridge of sand hills, im- 
mediately in rear of the canal, which originally joined the sea 
and Lake Mareotis. His right Was defended by four pieces of 
cannon; and two batteries, with iron 18 pounders in them, pro* 
tected the left. In the commanding heights above his line 
were placed several field pieces, and the front of the position 
was not more than two hundred yards. 

General Coote divided his army into three lines, marching 
in three colunms of half brigades; the right column moved 
along the flat between the lake and ridge of hills» the celitre 
was directed though the hills, and General Ludlow^s brigade 
marched on the left on the flat near the harbour. The first 
battalion of the 27th and a detachment of Ldwenstein's Cba»« 
seurs, under Major Pepongay (which had arrived during the 
night), with two hundred of the Guards, comnoanded by Colonel 
Jolliffe, fOTmed the advanced guard. Immediately followed 
the six field pieces, commanded by Ms^or Gookson (who so 
justly received the thanks of General Coote for the whole of 
his service to the westward), and the dragoons marched in rear 
of the left. Captain Stevenson commanded the gun-boats in 
the lake^ Captain Cochrane those in the harbour* 

General Coote had intended to move at day^^bneak, that the 
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enemy might be surprised, and their batteries carried with little 
loss ; but the artillery horses were too fatigued to be ready so 
soon, and six o'clock passed before the movement began. The 
advanced guard almost immediately fell in with the picquets, 
when a scattered fire of musquetry commenced on each side. 
A Turkish corvette bore down upon the battery on the right, 
which had began firing as soon as the ships got under weigh ; 
but the corvette never returned a shot until quite close, when 
luffing up, she discharged her broadside against the battery, 
which never fired again. 

ITie French now opened from all their guns a heavy fire ; the 
British pieces unlimbered, and played upon* them, whilst the 
army continued to advance. The French, finding that a serious 
attack was intended, and afraid of being forced with the bayo- 
net, retired firom their position, abandoning the heavy guns ; 
they however formed again on another ridge, and maintained 
from thence a galling fire of musquetry and grape. 

The boats under Captain Stevenson behaved incomparably 
well ; notwithstanding an eighteen pounder was directed en- 
tirely against his flotilla, he had continued to advance, preserv- 
ing line with the heads of the columns, yet always leading him- 
self. When the French were obliged to abandon that battery 
in which the eighteen pounder was fixed, he jumped on shore, 
with the hopes of turning the gun against them on their retreat, 
but found it was spiked.* 

The Guards on the right had continued their march, indif- 
ferent to the grape which played upon themj-f forcing by their 



* In this battery was laying dead a most extraordinary lai^ man. 

t A company of Guards had a singolar escape ; as bad also General Coote with some* 
officers passing at tbe instant : for a discharge of grape struck off the caps of several men^ and 
did not hurt any person. 
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steady progress the French to evacuate the battery opposed to 
them, who as they quitted blew up the ammunition. 

General Coote had now gained his first object, yet anxious to 
push on to the works of Alexandria, if possible, and Colonel 
Duncan's opinion strengthening his wish, he directed the army 
to continue in march. Always with the advanced guard, he 
exposed himself too much, if the pride alone of braving danger 
had urged b^m to place himself there ; but he thought that in 
this instance, to be as forward as possible was his duty, that in 
person he might reconnoitre ground every one was unac- 
quainted with, and the activity of his superintendance justified 
an otherwise censurable display of courage. All the other ge- 
neral officers at the heads of their diflferent brigades niade them- 
selves equally conspicuous, animating the troops to^ the highest 
pitch of emulation. 

Reluctantly, however, as the French retired, they had not 
time to save the tents, or baggage of their camp, which is a 
proof that they did not anticipate such a retreat- 

A detachment of cavalry being observed stationary. Colonel 
Duncan directed the half of the 26th dragoons to charge them^ 
when they retreated directly upon a battalion of infantry, which 
was not perceived till the 26th were within thirty yards^ and 
who then fired a volley so ineffectually, as not to kill or wound 
a single man or horse. 

The army pushed on to within fourteen hundred yards of 
Alexandria before any halt was made, when, as Fort des Bains, 
the first advanced work, was not to be assaulted, since the post 
could not be maintained without heavy artillery, and none was 
up with the army. General Coote took up his position, although 
within range of shot, that a support to his approaches might al- 
ways be ready. The corvettes and little armed launches did not 
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immediately anchor ; they stood on till a battery opened from 
the opposite side, which forms the outward flank of the inner 
harbour, and which neck of land is called L'Isle des Figuiers; 
the cannon of Fort Cretin also played upon them. As no ob- 
ject was to be gained by this cannonade. Captain Cochrane di- 
rected them to anchor on the left of the army. 

The French lost in this affair about two hundred killed, 
wounded, and prisoners, with seven pieces of canpon ; the loss 
of the British was three killed, *and forty wounded. The action 
had only been maintained by the 27tb, Lowenstein Yagers, 
and the detachment of Guards, with the artillery; the rest of 
the army never having fired a shot, although every part had 
been equally under the enemy's fire, which had been very 
heavy, particularly in grape, but the inequaUties of the ground 
prevented more fatal effects. 

Every one was astonished at the unexpected appearance 
of Alexandria; instead of being, as heretofore, removed by 
superior heights from view of the city, nothing intervened to 
hide the old crumbling walls. Such an approach seemed neai'ly 
absolute possession. The scene, which before had been always 
so frightfolly bleak^ became animatingly gay. The shipping 
in the harbour, tine fuU view of every thing passing in the 
town, and the bustle on the quay^ afforded considerable ij> 
terest. The ground of the British encampment was also par- 
ticularly remarkable ; the catacombs of Alexandria, the temple 
of Diana, and the baths of Cleopatra, were aU within the lines* 

But an evil of no small magnitude Avas felt. Water which 
could be drank was not to be procured, and the men were 
obtiged to go back four miles* for. it. In the evening the 
French sent out a flag of truce, to enquire after a colwiel who 
was missing; he bad been made prisoosr, and was severely 
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wounded. General Coote had shewed him every possible at- 
tention, and now permitted him to be carried into Alexandria. 

An officer had been sent to General Hutchinson, with the 
intelligence of the success, who, on being informed of the bold- 
ness of the position, directed Colonel Spencer to embark with 
fifteen hundred men, and join General Coote. As the boats 
could not be got ready till night, General Hutchinson feared 
that the enemy before their arrival on the next morning might 
make a sortie on the western army with the concentrated force 
of the garrison ; he therefore planned a feint to divert their at^ 
tention to self-defence. 

Half an hour before day-light, General Craddock and Ge- 
neral Moore directed different parties of their troops to scatter 
themselves along the fronts and crawling up as close as possible 
to the French positicm, on an appointed signal to commence 
a fire of muscfuetry. The intention of surprise perfectly snc^ 
ceeded ; indeed, an ofiScer of very high ckaractei has said^ that 
he was inclined to think 6v€n a gi^eater plan might Late seri- 
ously been carried into execution, us the Turks^ a party of 
whom had been employed on this service^ before tbey were 
perceived, got qnite up to the hilte. The Vreach alarmed, 
beat to arms, and until day-light shewed them they were firing 
at the air, kept up the most furious discharge from all their 
gims and small arms. Their mertification was not little at the 
discovery. 

The English anrmy, except tbme on duty, being unacquainted 
with this feint, at fi»t were gf^atly asloDished; but wken the 
occasion of the aflarm was known, every one wa» delighted with 
this real ruse de gfierir. 

During this inmiende dannonade, only one man was killed^ 
and one wounded ; and this advantage resulted, independent of 
the first object, that the whole power of the ^eHrf's^ defence 
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• 

^as ascertained, from which exposition the engineers derived 
considerable advantage. 

General Menou, with the view of preventing any attempt to 
cut out or burn the shipping in the harbour, directed eleven 
ships to be sunk across, and- strong working parties were al- 
ways employed on the hill above the lake, in front of Pompey's 
Pillar, at whiom the Turkish gun-boats incessantly fired during 
the siege, expending at least three thousand rounds. On 
the 22d Captain ChoUet of the Hompesch hussars, with a corps 
of Mamelukes who had passed round by the Desert, arrived at 
Marabou. Captain ChoUet had been sent from Algam with 
two Beys to Damanfaour; his iti«tructions were to patrole 
through the Desert to Arabs Tower, and endeavour to cut off 
any supplies which the Arabs might be throwing into Alex- 
andria. On his arrival at Damanhour, he put himself at the 
Read of fifty Bedouin Arabs, leaving the Manidukes behind 
until, he had reconnoitred the post. Confiding in the loyalty 
of the Bedouins, he penetrated into the Desert. In four 
days he reached the Tower of the Arabs, from whence he dis- 
tinguished Mambou and the harbour: he then sent off a re- 
port to the qiiarter master general, representing the necessity 
pf a post being established at the Tower, to succeed in the ob« 
ject proposed. 

The next day a body of Arabs was discovered escorting a 
convoy of camels, and about seven hundred sheep. Although 
this escort amounted to near four hundred men. Captain Choi- 
let could not restrain his small party from attacking it. ^ At 
length, shewing a coips which the Arab Chief had detached to 
take them in the rear, he persuaded his Arabs to retire, and 
Sittempt to cut off that detachment ; but its Chief discovered 
too soon the intention, and retreated. As with so small a 
force nothing could be risqued. Captain ChoUet was obliged 
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to witness this valuable convoy proceed quietly into Alexan- 
dria, after having lost of his own party one man killed, and 
five wounded. • *'- ' ' 

A few. days afterwards Acbmet Bey arrived at Arabs Tov^er, 
with about a hundred Mamelukes. The same ^body of Arabs 
was discovered on their return from Alexandria. Achmet Bey 
instantly ^charged; hie horfte beizig the swiftest, he preceded his 
troops considerably, and rushed into the midst of the- Arabs, 
when he waa immediately shot. The Mamelukes sedng the 
fate of their leader, checked tlieir career, and the Arabs, in 
the greatest qonstemation at having killed a Bey, returned 
into Alexandria, dreading the future vengeance of the other 
Beys. . , . . 

As it was found that the post at Arab's Toweif could not be 
kept without artillery, on account of the numbers of Arabs 
which might and would escort the cobvbys, and as the general , 
operation of investment was soon intended, the Mamelukes 
were ordered to be withdrawn. 

Although these very Arabs who furnished the French with 
the means of longer resistance, would gla^dly have put therft all 
to the sword, still the temptation of moriejr produced from them 
the offices of friendship. 

General Menou knew their character, and wisely paid them 
well ; but^ivaricious and mercenary as in general these people 
M^ere, principle was still to be found amongst some of them. 
How noble was the conduct of the Arabs at Dima, who, when 
Admiral Gantheaume appeared off, and sent officers on shore, 
offering them ready money for their camels, and any price 
they might demand, replied, " We will enter into no agree- 
ment with you, however advantageous the terms might be to 
us, because your countrymen have been the enemies of the 
Prophet and of man in Egypt; therefore, if your troops at- 
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tempt to land, we will oppose a& kmg as we can resist, then set 
fire to our houses, retire into tbe Desert mih our fanidAes and 
cattle, leaving you only ashes as your advantages/' 

When General Coote went to the westward, -Captaia ChoU 
let was directed to proceed with two Bey^s round the iminda- 
tion, BSid join thesa: he had then lived sis weeks in the Desert^ 
BBd certainly had baea employed m a. most diaa^neevfelB 
service. 

This officer bean ample testiniifCHiy to the sacredneffi of the 
Arabs' ];^dge of fidelity, and the anxious solicitude they al^ 
ways iaanjifi»»()ed for the security of those w^o |>laofidin them 
unlimited confidence : they possessed, m the hi^wt -degree^ 
that honourable ^feeling of pride, which is impatient of suspi- 
cion, and that virti^ie "whkAx would prefer the sacrific>e /of thiun-* 
selves Eatht^ than betray, by a tread^rou^ or cowasdiy a^ii<Hi» 
those who reposed oa their faith. 

By night and by day he was the first obj^sct pf their cave ; 
when he slept, a constant vigilance protected him* aad a^wake^ 
tSieir principai ooacem was to supply his wants* 

Oa the Honing of the 23d General Hutchinson paased over 
to the westward, in order to examiiie ibe state c^ tihe fortifica- 
tions on that side : as he was returning in the evening to his 
oamp, the Freinch fidred a few shot at his boat without effect^ 
In the evening of the £4tfa an aid de camp ^Genend Menon 
biK>ught in a letter^ addressed to General Hutchinscm. As tins 
was the first comoHinieatioii General Meaou had ^ever per*- 
^itted by land, the supposition was universal that he widbjed 
to surrender. The letter proved to be only complimentary^ 
" fcMT the humanity shewn to his wounded officers and soldiers, 
a reoommendatioa of the garrison of Marabou ; to a brare 
and loyal army, condudti^ with a request foy thp admission 
<rf his brother-in-law into Alexandria^ and aome trunks belong- 
ing 
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ing^ to has wife/' This letter^ although not contaming the ex* 
pected intelligence, was considered with confidence as a pre- 
liminary. 

On the mofning of the 35th the two batteries, constructed on 
the western side against the redoubt Des Bains, eoosieting' of 
three 94potind^siand finre mortars, had opened; but after aemo 
time, the platforms giving way, the firing ceased altogether 
The Freneh had thrown shdls during this bon^bardinent into 
the eamp^ land particularly at Gkaiieral Coote's tent, where a flag 
diatinguisheid head quarters, still in the camp only one man was 
killed, and two wounded. 

In the course of tbe day seven hundred Turks in dgerms 
passed to the westward ;' the French cannonaded the vessek, yet 
although sailing considerably within shot^ and so numerous, not 
one was strack, 

la the evening General Coote, anxious to advance his bat*' 
teries, and: occupy a ridge within siix hundred yards of Fort Des 
Bainsy ordered his troops under arms, directing Lieutenant 
Colonel Smith, with the first battalion of the 20th regiment, 
mnd a small party of the 96th dragoons, under Lieutenant 
Kell/s command, to attack the enemy^s out-posts stationed 
there. About nine o'clock at night, the cohimn being formed; 
and a battalion posted on the sand hills as a reserve, Colonel 
Smith was ordered to advance, with unloaded musquets; he 
proceeded along the base of the sand hills, the breadth of 
which to the sea was not above eighty yards, until he came in 
line with the ridge he was to occupy, and then wheeled to the 
left into them, by which movement he can^ in rear of the 
!f M»ch post of inRmtry, who, surprised, fired a few shot, and 
Attempted to retreat, but being cut off from Fort Des Bains, 
the whole were either killed or taken. The number of pri* 
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sonei-s amounted to seventy, exclusive of several officers, and 
about thirty soldiers who were bayoneted. 

The cavalry had charged on the plain almost close to the* 
walls of the town, surprised a picquet, killed and wounded se- 
veral men, and took some prisoners. This affair was very, cre- 
ditable to the corps engaged, as no man fired a shot, according 
to order, depending solely on the bayonet. The attack having 
succeeded, and all firing on the part of the enemy ceased, the 
army was preparing to return into their tents, when the French, 
exasperated at the enterprize, and foreseeing its importance, 
determined, if possible, to recover the ground. 

About a thousand men were ordered to effect this, under a 
heavy fire of artillery and musquetry, but the battalion of the 
20th firmly resisted, and maintained the post. 

The English batteries, which had been silent during the day, 
now again fired, and the gun-boats in the lake kept up a very 
severe cannonade. The cannon shot rolled into the camp, tHe 
musquetry did not reach so far. After an hour's combat^ the 
French general, finding that his efforts were inejffectual, with- 
drew behind Fort Des Bains, and no further attempt was 
made. This affair afforded a very beautiful sight, as in general 
all night actions do. i 

On the. morning of the 26th the English batteries at the east^ 
ward side on the Green Hill, containing ten 24 pounders and 
six 12 pounders, with two howitzers, opened against the right 
of the French position, particularly playing against the small 
redoubt which covered the bridge, and the right battery of the 
line, which exposed seven embrasures, whilst at. the same time 
the Turkish gun-boats attacked them in the flank. The French, 
fire was soon silenced, and about midrday. Captain Brice, find-^ 
ing that they had withdrawn their guns, the English batteries 
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ceased to play. One of the 24 pounders had burst in the morn- 
ing, but did no mischief. 

An interesting accident happened early. An old man, work- 
ing on the parapet of a redoubt, was struck by a cannon ball, 
which took off both his legs. He fell into the arms of his own 
son, a corporal in the same regiment. 

The Captain Pacha hearing of this circumstance, with that 
generous consideration which had ever jdistinguished him, sent 
a British officer to see if the man was still living, with direc- 
tions to give him a handful of sequins, and to assure him of his 
ever afterwards being taken care of by his highness ; the unfor- 
tunate man had however expired soon after the amputation. 

In the evening the first aid de camp of General Menou came 
with a letter to demand an armistice for three days, in which 
time he might draw up articles of capitulation. This proposi- 
tion was agreed to, and an arrangement made, that notwith- 
standing hostilities should immediately cease, the date of the 
armistice was only to commence from the moment the French 
fired three unshotted guns, to be answ'ered by three from the 
English, when the colours of both armies were to be lowered 
from the flag staff, which ceremony was to take place at twelve 
o^clock of the next day. 

An officer was sent instantly to General Coote, who arrived in 
time to prevent his making a lodgment on the hill above Pom- 
pey's PUlar ; a post of the most considerable importance, and 
the occupation of which would at any time have secured the 
fall of Alexandria, it being distant from the walls of the old 
town not above one hundred and fifty yards, and of nearly equal 
height to Forts Cretin and Caffarelli. 

On the 27th Colonel Montresor arrived from the Indian army, 
with the intelligence that General Baird would reach Rosetta 
in a day or two.. 

On 
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On the 39th General Menou's aid de camp came in the eren- 
ing ; but instead of bringing articles of capitulation, he proposed 
a continuation of the armistice for thirty-six hours. General 
Hutchinson, much incensed, wrote back, that he should direct 
hostilities to recommence at twelve at night ; and orders to this 
effect were sent to General Coote. At nine o'clock, however, 
the aid de camp returned, with an assurancte that proposals 
should be sent by two o'clock the next day, which oflfer wa< 
accepted, and an officer dispatched to the westward witH'eoun-^ 
ter orders. An aid de camp and a ch6f de brigade th^ next 
day at one o'clock arrived at head quarters, bearing article* of 
capitulation, many of which were refused, yet the intention to 
surrender was unequivocally confirmed : indeed, no doubt could 
remain, after Captain Marley, on the evening of the day befbre; 
had beai conducted into the French lines with Madame Menou'^ 
baggage, which he delri'^ered to General Rampon. 

At eleven at night the aid de camp returned, vfith the arti^- 
cles agreed to as corrected by General Hutchinson. The next 
day General Hope went into Alexandria to sign the capitula- 
tion. General Menou received him with every mark of atten- 
tion, and invited him to dinner. The repast was only horse- 
flesh ; but those who are acquainted with the French General^ 
will know that his society would amply compensate for the want 
of a more luxurious diet. 

On the morning of September the 2d, Xord Keith came on 
shore to ratify the terms, and a capitulation was concluded, 
which embraced every desirable object, without unnecessarily 
degrading the conquered. General Menou was Certainly en- 
titled to every consideration, which a bi^ve but unfortunate of- 
ficer has a right to expect from a generous enemy ; and General 
Hutchinson knew well how to appreciate conduct which had 
been so honourable, and to accede every indulgence not in- 
compatible 
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c<Mii|tttible with the interests of his country, and credit of the 
army. Policy obtained from him the tenns of Cairo, and the 
noblest of motives induced his consent to these. That man who 
does his duty, must at the same time acquire the esteem of his 
adrecsaries, or they but ill merit their iniccess. 

<jreneral Mcmau's d^nce nras.such as his country had e«rery 
Mason to foe salisfied with : a iQnger resistance would not bave 
been sufficieody considerate for the troops under his command, 
vmlfiss tkef irohintacily devoted themselves to render glcuiaus, 
by theqf^ sacrifice, the memory of the array of the east. 

In the evening cf September the 1st, General Baird and Co- 
kmdi Auchmuty arrived at General Hutchinson's tent His 
army had been encamped on the iriand of Rhoda until the 28th 
of Augu^, idaen it re-embarked io dgerms^ and reached Ro** 
setta on the 31st. The 89th had descended die Nile with them^ 
being orde(ped to join the main ani^y. This carps had Auiiered 
most severely during ite stay at Giza, from the dysentery and 
ophthalmia, laearly the whole of die oiBceri and men being af- 
fected with the kttter malady* Several officers had also died 
suddenly, after entering a room locked up by the Fiendi in 
Morad Bey's house. 

The Indian army, in very fine ^order, disembarked and en- 
camped aear Aboumandoun Whilst at Rhoda, this array had 
attracted much surprise and admiratiofi. The Turks were asti?-- 
nished at the novel spectacle of men of colour being so well 
disciplined and trained ; indeed, the general magnificence of 
the establishment of the Indian army ^vas so different from what 
they had been aoctistomed to aee in General Hutchinson's^that 
the contrast could not &ul of being striking. But General 
Baird proved to them also that his troops were not enfeebled, 
or himself rendered inactive by these superior comforts. Every 
morning at day-light he manoeuvred his army for several hours, 

and 
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and in the evening again formed his parade. Never were finer 
men seen tlian tho3e which composed this force, and no soldiers 
could possibly be in higher wder. 

General Baird had passed his army, from Kinn^h, byidivi*- 
sions, in dgerms. Ten days were necessary .to* perfoim this 
voyage, the distance being near five hundred miles. ; Nothing 
particular had occurred during the passage. Thciinhabiluits 
furnished, when required by the Catoliief or A?ab ofiSonr, the 
different supplies very readily, for which, to their astonbhra^it, 
they were imraediajtely paid. 

The different views in Upper Egypt along the Nile were 
very picturesque, and the many towns on the banks appeaired 
pretty at a distance ; but on a more intimate acquaintance 
with them, like those in Lower Egypt, every thing was found 
in ruins, and offensive with dirt and nastiness. Independently 
of the ravages of the plague, the French had destroyed above 
forty thousand inhabitants, and ill-treated in almost every 
place the women ; and yet General Dessaix's conquest of that 
country has been extolled in raptures, as glorious to the French 
arms and to humanity ! The heat in the boats had been very 
great, the thermometer being generally above 100* 

Abundance of water fowl were seen, and quantities of peli* 
cans, storks, &c. but none were shot, for they kept always at a 
considerable distance from the vessels. 

The 89th, on the 1st of September, marched for Edko, 
passing though an inundation extending nearly the whole way, 
of two and three feet in depth,^ and never less than eighteen 
inches. On the 2d of September this regiment arrived at 
the block-lhouse, and the same evening reached the camp by 
boats. 

September the 3d the quarter master general went into the 

French 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 209 ) 

French liocfif, to be shewn the.ininesy and the AiSev^vit forts to 
be occupied ; and at eleven o'clock the grenadiers of the urray 
in three colunins, with drums beating, colours flying, and a pro- 
portion of field pietts, niarched to take possession of their po* 
sitiom At the base of the hill the haod;9 struck up the grena* 
diers march. . ' i 

; There was something at that inomeBt aniniatirig and gratis 
fying to therfeelings of every m^XL which no language can ex^ 
press. It was a sensation more thaa. repaying all l^he sufferings^ 
endured. i 

The entrance i]»to the works was to the right of the Rosetta 
road coming from Alexandria, over a very deep ditch, which 
ran i«L front of the position from left to right. The troops took 
posse^on of the whole lines» the redoubt in front of the gate 
of Rosetta^ also the redoubt of Cleopatra, both beautiful 
Works»; and finished since the battle of the 21st. Most of the 
guns were withdrawn from the batteries, three of which 'were 
mined. The French had imhahdsomely cut the halyards, on 
which their colours had been run lip, to prevent the English 
hoisting tlieips in the same place. They did the same at Pom- 
pey's Pillar ; at the base of which extraordinary column the 
two divisions of the army had the pleasure of uniting; General 
Coote having in the morning taken possession of the Fort des 
Bains and Fort de Vivier. 

^ General observation was of course directed to the strength of 
those heights which had appeared so formidable in the first in- 
stance, yet which latterly, perhaps from the habit of looking at 
them, seemed to have sunk considerably in their altitude, and 
to be less unassailable. The result of the examination was uni- 
yersal, that however strong the position in fact was, a more in- 
timate knowledge previously would have exposed weaknesses, 

E E . which, 
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irhich» with Mch ft gallant army, might have rendered an at^* 
tempt to carry the lines probably successful.* 

Tlve position from the left^ within a hundred yards of the 
eanaU was an uninterrupted commanding ridgei of heights, foF-» 
tified in the stroDgeM tuanner, and defended by about seventy 
pieces of cannon. In front of the entrenchments was a ditch^ 
v£ considerable btisadth iind depth. The breath to the sea was 
protected by ehevauk de frise^ and the battery which hung 
over was mined» Ad the right of the line approached the ca^ 
nal, the ground descended into a plain, which the art employed 
thete had not been sufficient to rend^ equaUy strong against 
an attack. 

The walls of Old Alexandria ran in the convex arch of a cit^ 
cle behind the position^ the centre, the gate of Rosetta not 
being above one hundred and fifty yards fmm the citadel of the 
line ; but the curve waB so sharp> that the elbows w^ere thrown 
fh>m the right near 6evea hundred yards^ and ^om the left foot 
hundred. Fort Cretin was within the walls^ distant aboi^t 
twelve hundred yards.f These walls were flanked by towers 
separate from each other nearly sixty yards, in many of which 
was a field-piece, besides batteries on the ramparts of the walU 
Supposing then the first line carried in front, the troops would 
have been instantly exposed to grape fVo^n the redoubt beft>re 
the Rosetta gate, and a battery on the wall above, whilst Fort 
Cretin, the redoubt of Cleopatra, and another on the right, would 
have fired with effect shells and round shot. To have maintained 

* It is not by this obeervati^n taebnt to ituinuate tbat the lines shoald hifQ b^n sttsme4» 
fct the loss, even if the attack had been successful, vould have been so great as to have 
ruined the army for further operations -, but only that if any unforeseen circumstance had 
pressed the necessity of an earlier t>ccupation of the works and the town, that Sn^ luth an ex* 
Itemity, the attempt was not impracticable, 

t Hie platform of Cretin was within l600 yards of the heights. 
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a lodgment under such a cannonade, would have been difficult, 
yet had the right of the French position been turned by regular 
approaches, the troops would have? been sheltered, and the 
heights occupied without danger ; still the mere possession of 
thein by no meatis would alone have been sufficient, nor could 
the batteries have been judiciously constructed obi them, since 
they <iid not command the principal works of the place; ^dw* 
ever even from hence, the walls of Old Alexandria could not 
have resisted an hour's battering, and the breach once'xnadei 
the Turks oould have entered the ruins, in which they would 
have fpught as well, if not better, than European regulars. 

Fort Cretin and Fort CaffareUi, in appearance tremicndous 
piounts, were hills of rubbish, which the French had endea^ 
voured in vain to consolidate. Some shells thrown into their 
sides, would have torn them to pieces^ filled up their ditches; 
and exposed them to an easy assault Fort des Bains was an 
excellent small work, with a very deep ditch in front, sur* 
rounded by large piles of stones, under which were barrels of 
gun-powder, tp be blown up in the m(»neiit of an assault, an 
extremity to which the work would probably never have been 
defended, as being so distant from the body of the place, the 
very first parallel was proposed to be advanced beyond it. 

Fort Triangular, or Fort de Vivier» was an angle of the old 
wall, which could not have resisted a dozen shot.* 

The redoubt above Pompej'3 Pillar was strongs with a very 

* Tbit ibrt ma afterwards blown up by aa ioezpticablo aooideot. mfteen artSQery tneti had 
btea aent \nto the magasine to take ao inventoiy of the ammuiiition left in it, and of which 
there waaacoOBiderableqiumtity. Thet^kiaioD took pkce soon after they had entered. 
Four men were kiUed at the distance of two hoiidred and forty yards, and Its men in the fort. 
VOrtnnatdy the waU wm d^own out wanla, or the whole i otb regiment, then in the fort, would 
bive been buried in the ruins, as the ttones covered the space of SCO square 3rard8. As none 
of the artillery aeica who Jbad been in the magaxlne sorvittd, or were e^en iX^j of thebr re- 
mains discorered^ the cause of this fatal accident could qever be triiced, 
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deep and broad ditch, but the hill was so perpendicular, that 
the gun? could iwt have been depressed sufficiently- to cover 
the nearest hundred yards of glacis. Previous to the -aasauU^ 
zig-zags were to be made, which would have muph facilitated 
the enterprize, and preserved the troops nearly the ^vhole ad- 
vance from any fire. There exists even a doubt whether a 
breach could not have beei\ mad^ in the walls of the town, 
without occupying this hill. The small redoubt on the right 
was of no consequence, being open in the gorge* • 

Now every one still Hiore regretted that the movement on the 
13th of March had not been completed, for several of these 
works had not at that, time been constructed; The possession 
of the ridge above the inundation was then certain, which was 
the key to Alexandria, whose innermost recess would riot have 
required much time or difficulty to open.* 
' If General Hutchinson could have seen the interior, of the 
French position, he probably would never have detached Ge-- 
neral Coote to the westward ; for that movement was justly 
considered very serious, from the ignorance of the state of the 
isthmus leading to Alexandria, as to the defences of which the 
neck of land was so susceptible, the uncertainty whether water 
could be procured, as well as the extiieme difficulty of ensuring 
the necessary supplies from the fleet. Possessed of better in- 



• *. In opposition to.Uris opinion it is maiptained^ that if the army had on the idth occupied 
the height! and besieged Alexandria^ that on the 2 1st this success would have proved the de« 
struction of the English army from the decisive superiority of the French uniled foroe^ as to 
number^ position^ and artilleiy ) but it itf probable that the town would have surrendered be- 
fore> and at all events if the canal had been cut^ as was aftevwards done> General Menoa 
would have had much difficulty in effec;ting a junction with the garrison^ since he most have 
passed round the lake of Mareotis* Whether the conquest of £gy pt would have been equalljf 
the result^ do human leasonipg can decide. Destiny seems to have taken in this expeditioi^ 
the only possible way to sucqqss^ aod /baa left the im^renion of. her power on the aund 06 
every noan employed (here* 1 . * 

formation, 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 213 ) 

formatioti, perhaps the general would have preferred to have 
worked up fh> to the Greeri Hill against the French right, and 
when covered enough to hazard an assault, landed to second this 
operation a corps from the lake between the French lines and 
Pompey's Pillar, from which ridge, as before has beeii said, the 
best pdffition offered itself for the destruction of the enemyV 
chief fortrf ; two or three slight Works and the canal could but 
have been a momentary obstruction : but, unacquainted with 
the locality. General Hutchinson's attack was perfectly judi- 
cious, as he was- certain that by General Coote's landipg to the 
westward, and occupation of Marabou, with the consequent 
entry of fire vessels into the harbour, the French, independent 
of his further progress, would have just reason to dread the con- 
flagration of the shipping and thie town, which would have ren* 
dered the whole neck of land too hot for them to have remained 
in, and destroyed all. their magazines, since every store was ne- 
cessarily deposited in the inner town, for fear of an assault. An 
attack on two fronts also so divided the force of the besieged, 
that the garrison was scarcely strong enough to defend the 
place, and certainly not equal to support the duty. 

The French had been under arms every night since the siege 
began ; nor could relief to the severity of the service be ex- 
pected or solicited under the circumstances which pressed : no 
one, however indolent, could have wished, in such a desperate 
situation, to leave the post of danger. 

The general result of the observations made on the defences 
and works of Alexandria^ will tend to illustrate, that the main 
attack should have been directed against the right of the eastern 
front of the enemy's camp, and the battering of the walls. Forts 
Cretin and CafFarelli from the intermediate heights between and 
Pompey's. Pillar, or, if. possible, from the hiH above this co- 
lumn, from whence every work was laid open; and finally^ that 

even 
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eren the inlet into Old Alexandria, with such a superior anny, 
would have secured^ in three days at farthest, complete poases- 
«ion of the whole place, except the Hiaros, the defence of 
which would have been no longer an object. An advance^ 
against the left of the French line would certainly have ap- 
proached the army nearer to the new town; but the redoubt of 
Cleopatra was a very formidable independent wotk, too much 
receded to attack without the previous occupation of the ruins 
of the old city, and in rear, twenty yards in front of Cleopatra'b 
Needles, was dug a very strong and deep entrenchment, ap- 
puying its flanks upon a high rock (on which was a tower) and 
On Fort Cr6tin, which perfectly protected the whole linp. 

The old town of Alexandria being taken possession of, nothing 
but a wall, with a deep ditch in front, built across the neck of 
land, uniting the old and new towns, was to be battered down; 
yet although heavy guns would have been required, this could 
be only considered as a rampart, behind which the survivors of 
a storm on the front works might find momentary security, from 
whence the white flag could be hoisted, and according to the 
laws of war must be accepted. 

So far, in a military point of view, this barrier was service- 
able ; and regarded as a piece of architecture, it is a beautifril 
work, for which the Alexandrians ought to be much obliged to 
the French. 

Fortunately for humanity, her dictates were attended to 
early. The English general did not wish wantonly to sacrifice 
his brave troops, particularly at the conclusion of the contest. 
Often has he said, '* The life of every man in this army is so 
valuable to his country, that I feel considerable regret in ex- 
posing any to the common chances of war. A hundred such 
soldiers saved, will be a greater satisfaction to me than all the 
brilliancy of a successful assault/' How different from the pro- 
digal 
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xligal conqueror at Lodi ; but the warrior, the moralist, and the 
philosopher, cannot differ in their opinion of the respective 
reasoning. 

General Menou's force did not justify his longer resistance : 
he had also under him brave men, who, notwithstanding they 
were abandoned to themselves, remained faithful to their duty^ 
who had seen their comrades pass gaily by them, returning to 
that native country for which they had all so long languished, 
and who yet betrayed no symptom of disaffection, or intolerance 
at their situation. Worn out by fatigue, exposed daily to an 
unserviceable destruction, they still executed the commands^ 
and relied on the judgment of their leaden It became there- 
fore his sacred duty to preserve them, when his country could 
no longer be benefited by their perseverance ; for he was aware 
also that if the Turks were brought up after his lines were forced 
by the English, every individual they could have found would 
have perished ; and in six days, if this catastrophe had not pre- 
viously happened, a surrender at discretion could have been 
his only prospect. 

There is no foundation for saying that there was only a few 
days water in Alexandria, as General Reynier insinuates ; for 
with a very little supply, the water in the tanks has lasted the 
English ever since.* "Water is even to be found by digging, 
certainly not in large quantities, or very good, but sufficient 
and pure enough for a garrison in a state of siege. Caesar mei^ 
tions that in his time this was also the case. The want of provi- 
sions is a juster statement, still the horses and camels left alive 
were numerous, amounting to eight hundred of the former, and 
three hundred of the last; besides, their magazines of rice, &c. 

* The water in the tanks lasted until the month of February following. 

were 
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were by no -means exhausted ; perhaps, altogether, there waa 
a supply for twenty or thirty days, ^ . 

Alexandria was defended by three hundred and twel^f^^pieces 
of cannon, chiefly Jbrass,, and.. seventy-seven wj^fe £pu^^p the 
ships of war^ many of which,had been put on, bp^ffj J^H^^^J* 
In thjB powder magazines were left 14,XP2 ^l^.g/#fJ;^s?^?:^^ijlgos, 
and 195,218 lbs. of powder in bwrpls,^ . , n ; /< *.if ^ ) 

The return- of the gaorison,. as given in 1>^,G^ 
yielded^a total of ten thousand nine hundred and seventy-four 
persons, excluding women and children. 



Return of the Garrison of Alexandria^ which surrendered Septem- 

her the 1st, 1801. 

Cavalry and infantry, including officers ari^V' ^ !^ ^^ '^^ 
non-commissioned officers - - ♦*J'i^<-Oyw>r -^ 

Artillery, do. do. : - ' -' ' :! ' V^^-* ^^^^ ^-'> 
Corps of dromedaries, Syrians, horee and footV " ' .•' " 
guides, together - - - j "«.':' • 

Marine artillery - - - _ ' _ ^ ' • ^g^ . 

Sappers and miners - - -''-'• l'$9 ' 

Artificers - - - - - / 1^2'' * 

Seamen (doing duty in garrison) - - 1230 
Greeks - - - - - - ' / 118 ' 

Invalids - -' - _:*■.. -j&^O 

Sick - - - :- - ; 1387 

■ .'• < • ■■ • ' ■! ■ , ,t,- 

T^tal niilitary "lOJSa^ • 

Civil 
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Brought forward 1Q^S28 
Civil Department. 
Officers and attendants of general hospital 538 

Army commissariat - - - . - 95 

Marine commissariat • - - - 196 

Oeograplucal engineers - • • .. 9 

Commission of arts and sciences ; ** « 47 

Cleii^s of the natioiial treasury - * « 17 

Civilian^ and merchants - ^ * - 83 

685 



Grand total • 11,213 



Although the town was not free of access to every one, still 
QS officers were admitted, and by the great civility of General 
-Menon conducted to see every thing, there will be no impro- 
•priety in following up the observations on the defence of Alex- 
andria, with a description of the town, and the several remark- 
able monuments in the environs. 

The exterior walls of Old Alexandria, flanked with many old 
mouldering towers, form beautiful ruins, pleasing the eye even 
in the midst of desolation. The circumference of this wall 
must be near four miles. 

In the centre of the sides, in a regular line, and fixed in ho- 
rizontally at the distance of about ten yards from each other, 
are large pillars of granite, . but whether so placed for orna- 
ment, or to strengthen the wall, is not evident : the inference 
is, however, direct, that these divided columns formerly be- 
longed to a city much more ancient, and which probably was 
the magnificent Alexandria, founded by Alexander the Great, 
a city without a rival in the world before or since« At a dis- 
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tance these projecting ends resemble guns run out from the 
broadside of a ship. . • 

Within this wall are the massive ruins of the Temple-of the 
Sun ; and many gigantic pillars of granite remain,.vrhich imptess 
with the highest idea of its former grandeur : there ^are. also 
many large fragments lying in every part, of which SaYaoft.at^ 
tempt an appropriation to their original buildings; 

The gate of Ro^etta is an elegant speGimen of tibe -Suaeen 
taste in architecture.- On-the space between the walls and the 
^a are iyhig innumerable blocks and pillars of granite, por- 
phjrry^ and marble, the ruins also, probably, of the ancient 
Alexandria, and which seferti to have been made use of by the 
Turks* as monumental stones, since this ground formed their 
burial place. 

About thirty yards ia rear of the French entrenchment, as 
before represented, stands Cleopatra's Needlfe, and .^ae of equal 
magnitude is lying close by horizontally * The French unco- 
vered this since their arrival, the apex being only visible^ before. 
The form of these obelisks is of considerable -eleganoei «Qd their 
magnitude is enormous, considering that each is only one piece 
of granite; their height is sixty-three feet, and base seven feet 
square ; their sides are covCTed with hieroglyphics, which oa 
the eastern front of the one that is upright are much effaced by 
the wind. 

Tradition affirms that they orhamented the gate of Cleopa- 
tra's palace. Flrom the quantities of marble, &c. &C. found 
near the spot, probably the residence of the sovereigns of Egypt 
was placed there. Much is it to be lanaented, that such a su- 
perb monument of the Egyptian expedition has not been al- 
ready brought to England. The zeal of Lord Cavan ur^ed an 
attempt, but the swell of the sea destroyed the quay he had con- 
structed to embark it from, and the fands are.so exhausted, 
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as not to admit tlie formatifon of others ; yet si^rely.tlii^. is a 
project worthy the co-operation of governmeat, and the coun- 
try at large. ... 

This obelisk would worthily record an illustrious campaign, 
and animate with einulpus pride the risings generatioft.- Nor 
could the poseessAoa be regarded by other nations witii thosp 
sentiments of regi'et and aversion* which the pillaged treasury 
in tlitf Museum at Pari^,. notwithstanding their excellence, . in- 
spire. This trophy could not be deemed, like those, an em- 
blem of national shame^ perpetuating the memory of nefarious 
crimes and horrible devastation. Humanity would rather exult 
on seeing a monument erected, which might convey instruction 
«hd example to future British armies, ^whilst the Arts and 
Sciences would have no cause to mourn the removal.* 

' The 

* Lord Cavan during his subsequent command at Alexandria directed a working party to 
remove the ground near the Needles, when the pedestals of both were discovered. The 
obelisk which is upright was fbund to stand upon a pedestal of six feet ki height^ but hnme- 
diatftly resting on four brass blodks, or what properly are called dogs, When Lord Cavan 
was deterred from again prosecuting his design of embarking the obelisk which was laying 
down, by the commander in chief in the Mediterranean declining to sanction and patronise 
the measure, he raised it faoriiontally on a block of gi-anite, 30 that a man can walk upright 
*iindor k. The original p64e$tal ^hich he found reversed, he had raised on its outward 
angle, and excavating the granite sufficiently to place in a piece of all the coins of George the 
Third's reign and the present Sultan, he restored the surface by the marble slab, on which 
was sculptured the inscription to be seen in the Appendix. It is to be hoped however that 
the government and the country will sec.ond his^ intention of still securing this noble monu- 
ment for England. Theexpenceof bringing it home is estimated at about 15^0001. a sum 
which the two services alone would with pleasure raise, although the officers of both are not 
. over well paid. "^ 

The measurement of the obelisk is accurately ascertained, and is as follows : 

Ft. In. Ft. In. 

. Extreme length - - - 68 3 

Length to the commencement of slope -< C t 

\ length of slope through the centre - 7 3 

Width of the base - - - 77 by 70 

Ditto at the narrow end - - 5 1 by 4 9 

F p 2 Pedes- 
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The next remaiJkable object is Poropey's Pillar, whicb stands 
on the soirtU-west of Alexandria, within a hundred yards of the 
inundation, and on the exterior of which runs the canal of 
Alexandria* At a distance the appearance is noble; ap- 
proached closer, the pillar is loyely beyond description. The 
dimenoions are so stupendous, as would in a rude stone excite 
wonder, but when, the elegance of the capital, the beauty of 
the shaft, and the proportioned solidity of base are combined, 
the eye rests on this pillar with delight, as the chef diBuvre of 
the arts. Let imagination be raised to the utmost conception 
of perfection, and th'is perhaps is the unique excellence which, 
would answer such expectation. 

Pompey's Pillar is of the Corinthian order, and eighty*mght 
feet six inches in height ; the shaft formed of a single block of 
granite, retaining the finest polish, except where the wind on 
the north-east front has chased a little the surface, is sixty*four 
feet in height, and eight feet four inches in diameter. 

At the base of the pedestal is an aperture, made by the Arabs, 
who in the hopes of finding money buried underneath (the 
only idea attached by them to the admiration of Europeans), 
endeavoured to blow up the column. Not undecstanding the 
principle of mining, the explosion did no mischief to the great 
fabric,, only exposed some loose stones under the pedestal^ on 

Bcdestak 

Tt. In. Tt. Tn^ 

Hclgfatfi - - - - 6 6 

Breadth - - -- gObySS. 

Length of the first step - - - nil' 

Length of the second step - - 14 7 

Height of stcpi - - - 1 4f 

Width - - - - - 14 

A femate head sculptured in marble was found near the pedestal^ and is brought home by 
Lord Cavao. 

one 
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one of which hieroglyphics are td be seert. Thfise stones' aj)- 
pear fo have been placed there to form a stolid fonndation. i ? , 

The French, fearing that in time this remoTal- of sup^Mwrtt 
might injure at all evert tH the perpendicnlar elevation of the 
Pillar, filled up the vacuity with cement^ which, to ih^i dis- 
grace of the English, they broke away again, attid a cenftinel 
was at last stationed to guard a monument, t^hich had re- 
mained amongst barbarians unprotected foriiges^ sindesome 
officers even attempted to gratify an highly cfttinurable vanity^ 
by knocking off pieces of the pedestal;:^ to presonit to their 
friends in the united kingdoms; a destructive mania, which 
occasioned also the fracture of the sarcophagus in the great 
pyramid of Cairo.* 

From several grooves and pieces of iron found by a party of 
English sailors, who, in order to drink a bowl of punch, as- 
scended to the top, by flying a kite and fastening a rope round 
the capital, scarcely a doubt can remain of a statue having 
been formerly erected there, and Septimius Severus is supposed 
to have had that honour. A cap of liberty was substituted by 
the French, which probably is by this time taken down ; the 
colours they removed themselves.^f* 

Although this Pillar was so near to the town, the French never 
could venture so far in less than parties of twenty armed men ; 
even some of these detachments were surprised by the Arabs, 
disarmed, stripped, abusedy and sont in scorn back to their 
comrades in Alexandria. 

A French officer, who superintended the manufactories of 
Giza, proposed removing this column to France : probably the 

^ This observation ought not to give offence. Individuals are not all\ided to. Such 
. remarks are only intended to excite in future a more disinterested respect for such mo- 
numents, 
t An English officer of marines afterwards ascended and took the cap down. 

attempt 
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attempt wonJd have jiroved beyond his of any other man's 
abilities. • ' ' 

Sdnnini strongly reconimemls the project, and predi<ited that 
this nioniiment would only be recoguiKed in after-ages by the 
mmieof the Pillar of the French. Animated with illusions, he 
describes the names of the soldiers who fell in the glorious %torm 
of Alexandria, as being cngi^aved on the column akeady by 
order of Buonaparte. Unfortunately, not a character is to be . 
discox'ered, and imagination can scarcely trace any remains of 
the Greek inscription, which is supposed to have been formerly 
sculptured on the shafts.* 

The city of Alexandria is very small : the population never 
exceeded six thousand nine hundred souls, and since the arrival 
of the Ffeftch it* is considerably diminished. 

General Menou was encamped on an open place behind his 
new wall, which certainly was the most agreeable and cleanly 
situation. The houses being ail white, the general appearance 
of the city is more lively than of any other in Egypt. There is 
nothing very remarkable to be seen in the town, excepting the 
mosque of St. Athanasius, which is a superb structure, whoste 
colonades are formed of pillars of granite, marble, &c. There 

♦ It has however at length been traced, and this piDar will be hereafter recognised as a 
monument of British ingennitj and talent. Fiance sent her Savana to procure the honour of 
these discoveries, which might interest mankind by promoting science and establishing bisto^ 
rical data, but their efforts to mark tne period when this superb column was erected, or to 
whose fame it was consecrated, proved altogether fruitless. They even pronounced the de- 
cyphering impossible. Bat this veto against farther, enterprise did not daunt the enquiring 
genius of two British officers. Captain Dnndas of the Royal Engineers, and Lieutenant De- 
sade of the Queen's German regiment, determined on the attempt. For one hour only in 
each day, whilst the sun cast a shade on the inscription, could they at all discern the charac- 
ters ', but after a labour of three weeks, success crowned their perseverance, and they traced 
the inscription to be seen in the Appendix, excepting 17 letters, which the ability of Mr. 
Hayter, an English clergyman at Naples, employed in decyphering the ancient mllinuscripts 
at Herculanenm, supplied. 
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are no buildings so good as in Cairo« ^ The quay of Alexandria 
is commodious, many antiquities were laying ready for embark- 
ation^ an account of which is in the Appeodix, serving asi aDo** 
ther evidence of General Reynier's coxrectness : a beautifully 
ornamented piece. of cannon was also found ready to be>«mr 
barked, and is since brought home by General LaiFSon. 

The inner harbour was full of shipping, but in a ruinous 
state ; even the vessels of war were not in good order ; the 
Egyptienne, however, must be excepted, and mentioned bb 
one of the finest frigates in any service. 

On the isle des Figuiers, or shoulder of laud forming the 
flank of the ipner harbour, is built the lajsarette, to which seve- 
ral heavy batteries defend the approach every way. At the ex- 
tremity of a dyke or causeway (apparently elevated by art), of 
about half a mile in length, and three yalrds in brfcadthy with 
wall^ on each side, stands the Pharos, wliich is built upon a 
rock, and which originally was a light-house, of such construc- 
tion as to be called one of the wonders of the world- The pre- 
sent castle iS' of considerable strength, defended by thirty-fiv« 
very fine pieces of French cannon, with two tiers of batteries* 
This fort perfectly commands the eastern harbour, and would re- 
sist any attack by sea. Here the English officers taken prisoners 
had been confined by General Menou ; but they had not found, 
although the situation was h^lthy, that the resideiK>e was very 
agreeable ; upon the whole, their treatment had not been good ; 
close confinement perhaps was justifiable, rigour was never 
' necessary, and therefore the officers had some reason to 
complain.* 

"The 



* Coloiid CavaJiier ii meatioziftd witti much gcatltude by thdoflScers of .De RoUe*6 regi- 
ment, as haviog, on his own responsibility, advanced them money, when the French com- 
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The Frenqh have not this war be^i liberal ; Some instances 
occur where they have been inhuman. The late gallant Gene- 
ral O'Hara was a cruel instance of their ungenerous treatment ; 
and the French government yet patroijii^e the most abandoned 
monster who ever disregarded the laws of war^ and tyrannised 
over the unfortunate — ^\^ictor Hughes. 

Scarcely any tiling was to. be bought in the town except cof- 
fee. This celebrated emporium of tlie merchandise of the east 
dietained no trace of original splendour. 

The new inundation may have improved tl» atmosphere of 
Alexandria^ by correcting the vapours of the marsh of Mareotis^ 
4>iit at the same time it has ruined the city as a place of com- 
merce ; for unless the c^nal is repaired, a sufficient supply of 
water for the shipping can never be procured, and the repara- 
;tion of that canal is a. labour beyond the exertions of thq Turks, 
yet an undertaking, which would be probably worth the specu^* 
lation of an adventurous civil engineer from Europe. 

September the 5th Sir Sydney Smith and Colonel Abercrom- 
bie embarked on board the Carmine with the dispatches for 
. England. The selection of these officers was an honoiirable 
-trait of feeling and consideration. Sir Sydney Smith's preten- 
tions to this distinction will be universally acknowledged; and 
Colonel Abercrombie, as the son of that officer whosip cpui^cils, 
enterprize, and resolution, paved the way to this great success, 
and whose own services had been so meritorious, was the proper 

jnander in chief had refiued. On Colonel Cavalier's surrender, iie was paid this honourable 
debt by General Hutdiinson, who expressed his acknowledgments in the warmest manner. 

After the capitulation^ many TWks were delivered up, who had been made priiMicrs at 
Ahqnkir, or in the ships which entered Alexandria on 4»e ftitb of the ticatf of Ei Arish. 
They complained of having been obliged ts laboar misery hard for Christian dogs. The Turks 
^ways called-the French by that name, believing that the English trbopt posseksed a ftith si- 
nular to JAahtipcUnism^ and therefoe wonM with pleaio^ 
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person to be chosen from the array, as the herald of inteHigence, 
conipletiiig his father'* fame. • ^ 

Diffuise panegyrics might appear indelicate from an indivi- 
dual, as well as not be sufficiently impressive; therefore Gene- 
ral Hutchinson's letter shall be here introduced, as be»t calcu-> 
lated to render justice to those officere, and the army in general, 
from the authority of the opinion, and the language in' \fhich 
his siense of their merits is expressed. Indeed, to6 much atten- 
tion caiinot be given to the whole of the Gazettes, which afe 
added, not with the view of making a volumin^^u^ compilation, 
but as the mo^t interesting documents and etegant specimens of 
official' writings. ' .. 

•' Tliis arcluous and important service has at length been 
broil^ht to a conclusion. 'The exertions of indivklualft have 
be6.n splendid and meritorious. I regret that* the bounds of a 
dispatch will not alI6\<^ me to specify the whole, or to mention 
the name of every person who has distinguished hiinself in the 
public service. I have received the greatest snpporfe and ^as- 
sistance from the general officers of the ariny. The cofld^ct of 
the troops of every descripti6n has been exemplary in the 
highest degree; there has been much to applaud, and nothing 
to reprehend ; their order and regularity in the camp hav6 been 
as conspicuous as their courage in the field. To the QuaYter 
Master General, Lieutenant Colonel Anstruther, I owe much 
for his unwearied industry and zeal in the public service, and 
for the aid, advice, and co-operation which he has at aU times 
affprdedme. Brigadier General Lawson, who commanded the 
aiftyiie^ryf and Captain Brice, the chief engineer, have both 
gfMrt; merit in their different departments. The local situation 
of Egypt presents obstacles of a most serious kind to military 
operj^|ip5is o^ ,a^. ^j^tquded scale. The skill and perseverance 
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of these two officers have overcome difficulties which at fiKr| 
sight have appeared almost insurmountable. ; 

" Lieutenant Colonel Lindenthal, who has always acted i^th 
the Turks, deserves my utmost acknowledgments ; his activity 
and diligence have been unremitted, and he has ihtroduced 
amongst them an order and regularity which does him the 
highest honour. 

** During the course of the long service on which we have 
been engaged, Lord Keith has, at all times, given me the most 
able assistance and counsel. The labour and fatigues of the 
navy have been continued and excessive— it has not been of 
one day or of one week, but for months together. I-n the Bay 
of Aboukir, on the new inundation, and on the Nile, for one 
hundred and sixty miles, they have been employed without 
intermission, and have submitted to many privations with a 
ehearfulness and patience highly creditable to them, and advan- 
tageous to the public service. 

*' Sir Sydney Smith had originally the command of the sea- 
men who landed from the fleet; he continued on shore till after 
the capture of Rosetta, and returned on board the Tigre a short 
time before the appearance of Admiral Gantheaume's squadron 
on the coast. He was present in the three actions of the 8th, 
13th, and 21st of March, when he displayed that ardour of 
mind for the service of his country, and that noble intrepidity 
for which he has ever been so conspicuous. 

" Captain Stevenson, of the Europa, succeeded him, and I 
have every reason to be satisfied with his zeal and conduct. 
The crews of the gun-boats displayed great gallantry, und» 
his guidance, in the new inundation; and much approbation is 
also due to the naval officers who acted under his orders* 

** Captain Presland, of the Regulus, has had the direction 
fbr many months past of all Greek ships in our employment, 
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and of those belonging to the commissariat. He has been ac- 
tive, zealous, and indefatigable, and merits my warmest ap- 
probation. I mu$t therefore beg leave particularly, to recom- 
mend this old and meritorious officer to your lordship's pro* 
tection. 

" Allow me to express an humble hope, that the army in 
Egypt have gratified the warmest wishes and expectations of 
their country. To them every thing is due, and to me nothing. 
It was my fate to succeed a man who created such a spirit, and 
established such a discipline amongst them, that little has been 
left to me to perform, except to follow his maxims^ and to en* 
deavour to imitate his conduct. 

" This dispatch will be delivered to your lordship by Colonel 
Abercrombie, an officer of considerable ability^ and worthy of 
the great name which he bears. He will one day, I trust, emu- 
late the virtue and talents of his never*to-be-sufficiently la- 
mented father.'' 

- Who is there, after a perusal of the above paper, and a.re*^ 
collection of the events traced in this work, will refuse to add, 
that. General Hutchinson has proved that he amply possessed 
in himself those virtues and talents which he so forcibly d[eli- 
neates in others ? Who can deny, that to his judgment, firm- 
ness, and perseverance, the final conquest of Egypt should be 
principally ascribed ? 

September the 6th Mr. Hutchinson was sent to Constanti- 
nople with the dispatches, by the particular wish of the Cap- 
tain Pacha. 

Mr. Hutchinson, although not in the army, volunteered dur- 
ing the war service with his brother, rendering himself also con- 
spicuous for his talents, courage, and amiable manners. 

Some differences had arisen between General Menou and 
General Hutchinson relative to the antiquities and collections. 

G G 2 General 
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General Menou had maintained that two statues found in the 
ruins of Alexandria were private property, belonging to Gene- 
ral Friant ; that the famous stone (called the gem of antiquity 
by the French, as being the key to the hieroglyphic language) 
was his private property, and that the collections of natural 
history belonged individually to the different artists. These 
pretensions were so weak as not to admit of sound argument ; 
for how could such things be claimed by individuals, particu- 
larly in the French service, on an expedition, in which so much 
attention had been paid, and such national expence incurred, 
to procure for the museum of Paris c\u:iosities of this nature ?* 
General Menou at last abandoned the claim to the stone, but 
the statues were left to the English as a surrender of necessity. 
The works of the Savans, General Hutchinson on their repre- 
sentation restored to them, as they explained that their re- 
searches would be published for general information, and he 
was aware that no one could complete so well as those who ori- 
ginally designed. General Menou, in the course of this alter- 
cation stated, that he was certainly obliged to yield to the man- 
dates of a general supported by so many thousand men, and 
with such an artillery. General Hutchinson answered, that 
these reproaches were not handsome, since he had never cast 
any on him for allowing an inferior army to gain the country, 
nor should he even now make such recrimination. 

General Menou also claimed a frigate, and justified his de- 
mand from the indulgencies granted to General Wurmser at the 
capitulation of Mantua; to which General Hutchinson re- 

* General Hutchinson^ bs a man^ did consider the pecoliar hardships of these men of 
talents 3 but no right could be assumed on the plea that the French government had not suf- 
ficiently paid them, or even covered their expences. They were the servants of the Republic, 
and their works were contracted for as national property. Akhough the bax^ain was bad, 
Ifaey could not withdcaw from their engagements. 

plied. 
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plied, that he had no power to alter the smallest article of the 
treaty. 

In the whole of this correspondence, General Menou dis- 
played much ability and ingenuity of argument. 

General Reynier states, that the naturalists, by the firmness 
of their conduct and the threat of burning their collections, pre- 
served them ; but this coincides with all his other statements. 
Such a menace would have compromised too much, and neither 
Fourier, Nonet, or Redout^ when in the presence of General 
Hutchinson, made use of any words iu which politeness and 
good' reasoning were not marked; but General Reynier thus 
pays an involuntary compliment to General Hutchinson, when 
he <lescribes him as yielding from the fear of injuring the arts 
and sciences. 

The expedition to Egypt having been happily terminated, 
Lord Keith and General Hutchinson anxiously endeavoured 
to promote still farther the interests of their country ; they there- 
fore hastened the embarkation of a division of the army, to be 
placed under the command of General Craddock. The troops 
ordered for this service were, the 1st, 18th, 44th, 30th, 50th, 89th, 
Chasseurs Britanniques, and Watteville^s regiment, amount- 
ing altogether to 5031 men, of which only 3521 were fit for 
duty. 

The general had wished to embark the whole together, after 
the French had quitted Alexandria ; but as the transports for 
them could not be got ready, and the emergency of the service 
pressed, as well as that Lord Keith represented the necessity 
for the men of war, from the state they were in, to get off the 
coast before the bad weather commenced, the first division^ 
consisting of the 1st, 30th, and 89th, marched on the 10th of 
September to Aboukir, where they embarked in line of battle 
ships, which sailed on the 12th. Generals Craddock and Doyle 
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accompanied this advanced guard, leaving Colonel StuaH to 
bring on the remainder. Lord Keith commanded the fleet 
consisting of seven sail of the line, a frigate, and man of war 
brig. 

September the 14th the first division of French marched to 
Aboukir, and embarked. The troops seemed in high spirits. 

September the loth Lord William Bentinck arrived from 
England, bringing dispatches, altering the destination of the 
first expedition, and ordering others. He had fallen in with 
Lord Keith, who changed in consequence his signal of rendez- 
vous to Malta, and General Coote was now to proceed on ano^ 
ther service with six thousand men, rendezvousing at Gibraltar* 
General Moore was ordered to England mth all dispatch. Lord 
Cavan was left in command of Egypt, and General Hutchinson 
had leave to return home. General Fox being appointed to the 
command of the troops in the Mediterranean. The present 
-distribution of the army was materially different from the for- 
mer, yet il was evident that government had anticipated, from 
General Hutchinson's letters at Cairo, the fall of Alexandria, 
and these offensive preparations seemed to mark out further 
conquests. 

The French continued to embark as fast as ships could be 
provided, which latterly came round into the harbour of Alex- 
andria, and sailed directly they were ready, without waiting for 
convoy. General Menou had applied for leave to fit out from 
the arsenal, some of the small vessels, which had belonged to 
the French, and to have them manned by French sailors. This 
request was accorded to, with the stipulation, that after having 
performed their quarantine at Toulon or Marseilles, the vessels 
should be sent to Minorca.* 

* lliese vessels have never been sent to Minorea s the French government detained them i 
of coune ihe British government will take care that the army and navy shall receive their 
value from the French treasuiy. 

The 
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Tkhe Ikiglish troops ordered on the several expeditions iem- 
fcAttoed imd sailed as quickly in succession as possible, and on 
the 18th of September General Menou embarked in the Dido 
frigate, when Lord Cavan delivered to the Captain Pacha the 
jkeys of Alexandria. 

Although the destiny of General Menou had been so unfortu- 
nate, still justice demands that his character should be highly 
respected by his country. Whatever military faults may be urged 
against him, no enemy can traduce his devotion to the service 
in «rhioh he was engaged. Attached by principle and duty to the 
Republic^ ke remained faithful and zealous for her interests 
Mid honour. Those who condemn his measures, should re^ 
meiAber that his; command was peculiarly difficult from the 
parties formed agftin3t him in the army ; and who can be igno- 
rant of the danger of such factions, or of the fatal consequences 
these combinations' must 6ver produce ? Perhaps a candid and 
•pul^lic enquiry- ifitb ^that campaign, before a tribunal where 
General Meiiou could expose all the particulars of his situa- 
tion, with the motives of his conduct, might altogether exoneu 
rate him from the censure which is ever attached to ill success. 
One trait, however, is highly honourable to his moral character, 
and which scarcely meets with a parallel in the course of the 
revolution. General Menou retired from a government where 
he had the full command over the revenue, without appropriat- 
ing afay part to his own advantage ; he returned to France as 
•poor aS when he left his country, and every one knows that his 
income was inconsiderable. This was an eulogium universally 
bestowed on him, even by those of his own army, who were 
most hostile to his reputation, and the people of Egypt, with- 
<>ut exception, agreed as to the fact. In his management of 
the finances, he indisputably displayed considerable abilities, 
and by regularly issuing the pay to the army, completely sub- 
dued 
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du€d the anti-colonist discontent, exciting a patriotism which 
induced the soldiers to bear with their own sufferings, in the 
hopes of benefiting the mother country. 

Every one had been impatiently solicitous to serve on new 
enterprizes. Conjecture and speculation were daily agitating 
the politicians of the army respecting the destination of those 
ordered. War, "never ending, still beginning,'' wastheuni<>- 
versal idea (the French and Vizir alone had better information, 
for the latter at Cairo had mentioned and insisted on the proba- 
bility of peace), when, to the discomfiture of every project and 
hope, on the 15th of November a vessel, with a white flag, stood 
into Alexandria, and proved to be the Lodi brig,, announcing 
the preliminaries being signed ; but whether peace is unnatural 
to soldiers, or the terms displeased, no joy was excited at the 
intelligence : on the contrary, had the army heard the shouts of 
Englishmen yoked to the carriage of the French aide de camp 
in the streets of -London, the echo would have been reverbe- 
rated in tones of horror ; nor would they without shame have 
reflected that tliis rabble were their countrymen, or would their 
indignation have been unnatural against the hirelings who sold 
that national character, which, to mp^intain, the best blood of 
England had flowed. 

The Lodi brig had sailed from Toulon, delaying vtot a mo^ 
ment on her passage ; for, ignorant of Lord Keith's being at 
Malta, when off that island, she met and hailed a Greek vessel, 
throwing at the same time a bottle into the sea, which she de- 
sired the ca^ptain to carry to the English general at Malta, as 
containing the preliminaries of peace. 

The bottle was escorted to the admiral's house, attracting 
much curiosity, perhaps equal to that of the conjuror's.* Hope, 

* It may not be universally recollected, that a large body of Londoners once assembled, 
jp9y\ug each half a crown^ to see a man put himself into a quart bottle. 
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doubts, and fears, distracted the anxious crowd during the in- 
terval ; but when the bottle was broken, the paper read, and the 
article stipulating the surrender of Malta announced, no words 
can describe the sensation. Yet to enter into the merits of that 
treaty, would not be within the limits of this work, and the 
digression might be impossible to be avoided if the recollection 
of that impression was permitted. 

Some consolation was found in the possibility of that paper 
being false. The arrival of the Badine three days afterwards 
from Toulon destroyed even that pleasure, and the captain of 
the vessel* increased the despondency by mentioning the ac- 
quirement of Piedmont and Elba by France ; of Piedmont, so 
gi?eat a military acquisition, independent of the destruction of 
ar maonarchicai establishment; of Elba, which, animated by 
the iSnglisli, had so gallantly resisted French principles and 
French invasion. 

Here then this narrative must close ; yet had further oppor- 
tufiitiosofiered, the troops composing the army of Egypt would 
have maintained their character, and perhaps some abler but 
not more faithful historian related their achievements. 

Enough of great actions has, however, been performed by 
the army and navy during the late contest, to authorise the 
jwpiring hope> that whenever the day anives for their exertions 
again to be called into action, the remembrance of the past 
will animate to future glory; and with such virtues in the field, 
directed by equal wisdom in the councils, England may expect 
to see again a successful war terminate in an honourable peace. 

* It ig impossible to define the character, either man of war or merchantman, as, although 
armed, buUt, and commissioned as a ship' of war, she was laden with bad wine and confec« 
tionaiy for sale. 
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MORAL AND PHYSICAL STATE 



OP 



EGYPT. 



AS this country is now so connected with European politics, 
and must be an object of solicitude in every future war, a 
brief account of its present state, and the revolution impend^ 
ing, is so immediately interwoven with the former part of this 
work^ that some remarks becon^e necessary. 

Egypt, from its fertility, is a most valuable colony to any 
power, more particularly, since the means of subsistence have 
not increased in Europe in proportion to the population. 

At present the ground yields three crops; with care these 
crops might be made productive of at least one third more than 
their present quantity; even now, after affording subsistence to 
3,000,000 of inhabitants, vast supplies are sent to Arabia and 
Turkey.* Barley, wheat, and rice grow almost spontaneously \\ 
the seed of the former is generally only scattered on the earth, 

or 

♦ The best mfonned persons believe, that even now Egypt could moreover export above 
a million of quarters. 

-f On an average a crop of corn in^ Egypt yields from twenty- five to thirty measures for 
one 'j in extraordinary years, the land gives a produce of fifty for one. Instances' have oc- 
curred, when one hundred and fifty times tlie seed sown has been reaped. The Egyptians 
prefer sowing barley to oats, as they find their iiorses live as Well on it, and the land is not so 
much exhausted by that grain. 
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or rather mud, and ripens in four months. Flax, trefoil, the 
plant froip, which indigo is extracted, the carthaisius, the 
cotton tree, and the valuable date tree, flourish throughout 
Egypt, 

The sugar cane grows luxuriantly, and excellent sugar is ma- 
nufactured. The olive tree is to be found, and the coffee tree, 
with attention, might certainly be introduced ; in short, every 
thing which the wants and luxuries of Europe demand might 
here be cultivated. From her locality, Egypt would soon again 
recover by commerce considerable splendour, if a good govern- 
ment did but direct the resources. Even under the Beys the 
revenue annually amounted to 1,500,000/. sterling, and the 
French derived in addition sufficient supplies in kind for theit 
armies* 

Africa sends to Cairo ivory, gold dust, pums, and slaves ;* 
Arabia, her spices, with the manufactories of Persia and India. 
Approached so nearly to Europe, Egypt must be considered as 
the natural emporium for the riches of three quarters of the 
world, and in her own soil could rival America in any of her 
productions. 

No one can contemplate the bahirahs or markets of Cairo, 
without being convinced of the former magnificence and exten- 

Mr. Randall^ in an agricultural publication, asserts, that in England one hundred and 
forty-four bushels, or eighteen quarters of wheat, have been produced by the seed being 
dibbled on an acre of land exquisitely prepared. Thirty-nine bushels of wheat have been 
yielded firom nine pints of seed, set upon an acre of land, two kernels in a hole, at a foot dis* 
tanoe. What then would Egypt give if properly cultivated ? 

♦ The condition of a slave in Egypt is very different from the miserable fete of those trans- 
ported into the American colonies. The misery of the Nubian terminates the moment he 
becomes the property of a master. As a dom&stic, he is even more favoured than any other, 
and with the Mamelukes rises to dignity, as his qualifications entitle him. The females are 
admitted into the houses as servants to the favourite women, where they are treated with, 
every kindness, and where the whip never lacerates at the irritation of petulance and capri- 
cious humour. Thus even Turks may teach Europeans humanity ! 
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sion of her establishmeats ; then if, notwithstanding the. ob- 
stacles to trade which an arbitrary government and insecurity 
of property always oppose, such was her prosperity, to what 
vast extent would it expand, when cherished and protected 
by the regulations of an adequate government. Hitherto Eu- 
ropeans were unacquainted with this extraordinary tract of ter- 
ritory ; they considered Egypt as a land of desolation and dis- 
ease, insulated from connexion with Asia and Africa by arid 
deserts, where almost inevitable death by thirst, by whirlwinds, 
and by robbers, menaced the traveller, and totally prevented 
the necessary communications of commerce. But the terrors 
of that Desert which has been described as so horrible, and 
which solitary individuals must have found frightful, are cour 
siderably diminished by the frequency of passage, and an exa* 
mination into its nature. 

Water is to be found almost every where throughout on 
digging, and wells are already established at the different posts 
of the road, which supplied seven thousand souls, with, nearly 
as many camels and oxen in a very short interval of time. If 
then industry, encouraged by the temptation of gain,, was ap- 
plied, what difficulty could there be in transporting merchan- 
dise from Cossir to Cunei ?* From thence ten days only arie 
required to the mouth of the Nile ; perhaps even that danger- 
ous boghaz might be avoided, and canals cut to unite the 
lakes, which might at once bring the vessels into the harbour 
of Alexandria. 

Cossir would probably be a better station than Suez to form 
the dep6t, although so much farther removed. The long con- 

♦ Russia carries on a trade equal to eight hundred thousand pounds sterling with China, al- 
tliough the capitals of the two empires are distant from each other 6378 miles, and a desert 
of 400 miles lies between them, 

tinuance 
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tinuance of contrary winds, and the dangerous navigation of 
the Red Sea,* present many difficulties to the establishmefnt of 
a large port at Suez, and the want of water there seems an in- 
surmountable barrier, unless the ancient canal which united the 
Mediterranean and the Red Sea could again be restored; a 
work certainly not superior to the genius and powers of the 
nineteenth century, but which could not be attempted in the 
infant state of a colony. 

There are no springs nearer to Suez than twelve miles, and 
those are called Moses's Wells, from the probable supposition 
that he allowed the Children of Israel to refresh themselves at 
them. Water is brought from thence, and deposited in tanks, 
which the inhabitants supply themselves from only in times of 
great necessity* Four of these wells lie close together, each 
forming a small pool of twelve or fourteen feet across in the 
broadest part, and from a foot to a foot and a half deep ; their 
bottoms are of a slimy black colour, the taste of the water is 
brackish and bitter. One hundred and fifty yards* from these 
is a fifth spring, the water of which was clearer and better 
tasted, which probably may proceed from the camels not being 
takea to drink there : its depth was three feet, and breadth 
five. The direction of these springs is to the southward of the 
town^ and about two miles from the nearest part of the Red 
Sea. 

* Fifteen sail of vessels of war have been lost altogether i&tbat sea since the French occu- 
pied Egypt. The opinion of the ancients^ as to the dangerous navigation of the Red Sea^ is 
characterized in the names assigned to several stations in it. The streights are called Babel- 
mandel^ which signifies " the Gate of Affliction." The port close to it is called -Met^ Death ; 
and an head-land adjacent is called Gardisfan— the Cape of Burial. They always preferred^ 
therefore, landing their goods at the first port they could, which was then caUed Berenice, 
from whence they were transported on camels across the Desert. And as the chief articles of 
commerce were very light, the expence of land carriage was not so heavy as might be 
presumed. 

When 
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When Admiral Blanket first arrived, the inhabitants shewed 
him a pool, which they said was of rain water, and that they 
had kept it always concealed from the French. The ships drew 
from this considerable supplies afterwards, as the water, al- 
lowed to settle, was very drinkable, and not hurtful ; but its 
colour was remarkable, being extremely white. When the de- 
tachment of the 86th landed, it encamped near this pool, 
which was distant about a mile to the westward of the town.; 
but then not above six inches in depth, and thirty feet in cir- 
cumference of water remained ; it was in fact, a puddle full of 
insects, and of a very disagreeable smell ; the troops were how- 
ever obliged to drink this, and carry what they could with them 
on their march across the Desert, which nearly drained the 
reservoir. 

A mile and a half further is a well, and a few miles beyond, 
in the same direction, is another : both of these contain very 
bitter waters. 

The town of Suez itself is of no importance ; a wall built by 
the French against the Arabs, with two batteries towards the 
sea, and a two-gun battery on a hill of ruins, about three hun- 
dred yards from the gate of Cairo, are the only defences. 

Admiral Blanket's squadron lay at anchor in five fathom wa- 
ter, about four miles from the shore. A twenty-gun ship 
might approach a mile nearer ; but even gun-boats could only 
with elevation fire into the town, although the walls are within 
eighty yards of the sea. 

To the southward of the town a bank projects into the sea 
full three miles, so that the water running between it and the 
main shore forms what seamen call a river. A bar lies at the 
entrance, over which at low tide there is only two feet water, 
and at spring tides not more than eleven ; within the bar are 
about four feet. The channel of this river is narrow, and 
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forms a curve. By this large boats, called doeSy at high water, 
run close to the town, landing their cargoes on a wharf, on 
which was a one-gun battery. 

I have been thus particular in describing Suez, as lately so 
much attention has been directed to the advantages which may 
result to an enemy possessing the place. 

The loss of Suez, as a principal port in the Red Sea, is cer- 
tainly a disadvantage, nor does Egypt on her Mediterranean 
shores present all the favourable opportunities for trade which 
might be hoped for from her contiguity to Europe. The pre- 
valence of the strong north-west winds, nine months out of the 
twelve, renders the passage extremely tedious, and removes, in 
navigation, her ports to a considerable distance from Europe.* 
Still there cannot be admitted a question Df the counterba- 
lancing advantages of her traffic. 

In a military point of view, Egypt is of vast importance. 
The Ottoman Empire totters, and India must be terror struck, 
if France should be ever allowed the possession. 

Whenever she then directed herself against the former power, 
thousands would embrace her cause. Infatuated Turks would 
league themselves with Greeks, as they did at Smyrna, when 
Buonaparte was expected, and where he would have arrived, if 
the extraordinary defence of Acre had not defeated his enter- 
prize. The islands, disaffected and too severely oppressed,-j- 

would 



' * Lofd Keith, with seven sail of the Fine and two frigates, was a month beating from Alex- 
andria to Malta. Many of the transports, with the French troops from Cairo, were four 
months reaching Marseilles. 

t No island is more disaffected than Cyprus, and none of such importance in those seas. 
France has too late, let us hope, been sensible of its value and her error, in not connecting 
its occupation with the Egyptian expedition. The possession of Syria by the French would 
be more fatal than even of Egypt -, but means are there yet left to oppose the invasion, and 
if England would contribute to increa3e the natural strength of the defences of Syria, even in 

her 
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would with pleasure hoist the standard of revolt; and the 
Turkish government, without the possibility of an effort, niust 
be reduced to the necessity of accepting the severest conditions 
of the conqueror, for on his mercy their lives as well as political 
existence would depend. 

The views of France, on India must be more remote, ^nd the 
chances of success more precarious. Man^warlike Jksitions are 
to be subdued, before an invading, army could ^ teach the 
British possessions in India. No intrigue couW secure the ge- 
neral friendship of those states^ through which the passage wi» 
necessary. 

The alliance of Europeans is dreaded in India as the Ser- 
pent's embrace, since the bill of services they- bring in is only 
to be repaid by the cession of the whole territory of the em- 
ployers. 



Rcr present divided state, France might for ever be excluded from the hopes of occupying any 
part of this valuable territory. The reigning prince of the Druses owes his life and Un^om 
to the generous protection of Sir Sydney Smith, who for eight months preserved hijn on 
board of his own ship from the ungrateful prosecution of Dgezzar Pacha, and finally enabled 
him to recover his dominions. It must be recollected that this Emir, by breaking his alliance 
with Buonaparte, who had persuaded the Christian mountaineers that he waaTAke. auppovter 
of their religion, but which shameful duplicity Sir Sydney Smith exposed, contributed ma« 
terially to the discomfiture of Buonaparte's expedition. Syria is a kingdom which possesses 
in itself objects of the greatest importance to France, a country which once monopolized 't^e 
trade of the east, which was the wealthiest in the known world, and from whence, in the 
course of a few years, the British possessions in India might and would be attacked by^ land 
and by sea. As a point for commerce, it would soon recover a great part of its former con- 
sequence, for we must remember that the trade with India did not naturally divert itself from 
the original channel even after the discovery of the Cape of Grood Hope^ Albuquerque, the 
Portuguese general, was obliged to seize the island of Ormus, at the entrance of the Persian 
Gulph, and the whole power of the kingdom was exerted to destroy the trade in the Red Sea 
and the Mediterranean. 

Robertson's excellent history of the Commerce of India well elucidates this interesting 
subject ; and also Major Rennel^ in his learned work, points out clearly the advantages 
£lyria offers. 

The 
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The destruction of Tippoo Saib, and the occupation by the 
JEnglish of the sea ports on that coast, render a maiitime ex- 
pedition from Egypt nearly impossible. Partial supplies could 
scarcely be thrown in from thence to hostile princes ; but the 
policy of France is, too deep, her enmity too rooted, not to de- 
vise means in process of time fcMr the destruction of the English 
power in India, and Egypt approaches her too near to this va- 
luable colony. 

Russia, under some ambitious monarch, might be induced 
again to extend her arms, and such, an union of force would 
indeed be a formidable menace. 

A nobleman most justly celebrated for the extent of his po- 
litical knowledge and distinguished capacity, possessing also the 
best sources of information, relates an anecdote of his being 
shewn the copy of a plan given in by a Frenchman to the great 
Catherine of Russia, for the conquest of India, which idea ap- 
peared then so gigantic, that he did not much occupy himself 
with the details. 

Some years afterwards Suwarrow entered Ispahan : " then,'* 
says he, *^ I lamented the inattention, for I thought that I heard 
his cannon re-echoing in Hindostan, and the wonders of the 
French revolution have removed from my eyes the cloud of 
impracticability which I had thrown over the attempt.'' 

Few perhaps know that Paul the First drew from the ar- 
chives this important project, and attempted, in concert with 
France, the realization ; when, fortunately for humanity and 
his country, death defeated his schemes of ambition and un- 
natural enmity.* 

England, when she undertook the expedition against Egypt, 

♦ One division was already on its march, which was to have been followed by another, 
when a corps of fifty thousand men would have assembled in the autumn of 1 80 1 on the bor- 
ders S* the Caspian Sea. 

I I disclaimed 
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disclaimed the intention of appropriating the conquest to her 
possessions ; but happier would have been that country, and 
more advantageous might the arrangement have been made for 
Turkey, if Egypt had been constituted an Indian colony* 

Egypt is necessary to England for security^ not as an acqui- 
sition of wealth or aggrandizement. The theatre of her wars 
with France will ever hereafter be extended to those plains, ^d 
isuch an extension of the field of battle must be highly preju- 
dicial to the interests of Great Britain, 

■ The maintenance of Alexandria or Malta was absolutely ^Q^ 
cessary, to remove these apprehensions : perhaps the retention 
of the former port would have been in the event more bene^cial 
than the possession of the whole territory, since into tbi* city 
would have been attracted the merchandizes of Cairo, and the 
productions of the soil, without the important inconveniences, 
which doininion over the whole must necessarily connect with 
the maintenance ; whilst Turkey might have been secured in her 
revenue, and the Mameluke power as it was, guaranteed, still 
preserved in integrity. 

Malta, from her commanding attitude over the ports of France, 
and the coast of Egypt, was the next desirable station, and 
which would have protected, as long as England remains mis- 
tress of the seas, every point she was anxious to guard to the 
eastward of Sicily. As both these conquests have beea aban- 
doned, England should yet apply all the means within her 
power to oppose the future projects of an inveterate enemy on 
a country which the government of France is attached to by 
motives of individual pride, as well as pf national interest* 

That 

* Colonel SebasUanrs rq)ort confirms this opinion. To follow that courier through all 
&is narrative would occupy too much time ; but it maj not be irrevelant to recal to the me- 
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That the Turks are now to be considered as the absolute 
possessors of Egypt, is scarcely disputable ;* the events which 
have recently taken place there form a new epoch in history. 

The Porte had seen with jealousy the re-establishment of the 
Mameluke government, although the Ottoman faith had been 
pledged to the reinstatement of their sovereignty in every right 
and dignity. The Turks, from a recollection of the rebel- 
lious system of the Mamelukes, who had long endeavoured 
to throw off even the yoke of nominal dependence, altogether 
refusing the stipulated tributes, now wished to secure an undi- 
vided government, and by one effort remove these usurpers ;f 
a policy which under any other circumstances would have been 
sanctioned by justice as well as prudence* 

The 



fnoiy of every reader of his dispatch, that General Stuart, of whom he speaks so sligfatiaglf , 
is the officer who commanded the foreign brigade in the battle of the 21st, and who made that 
gallant and judicious movement which decided the action. 

* So convinced are the Mamelukes themselves of the inadequacy of their means to combat 
the Turks, that th^ have offered to abandon all pretensions to Cairo and Lower Egypt, on the 
condition of being allowed to possess Upper Egypt to within a certain distance from Grizah, 
Altogether these Mamelukes do not muster SOOO strong. The rabble they call their army 
are unprovided with ammunition, and not one field piece is in their possession. That the 
T^ks are unable to force them out of Upper Egypt is certain, but time and disease will con- 
quer for them. It is surprising that no adventurer endowed with fortitude, talents, and am** 
bition has proposed to command a body of auxiliaries to act in Egypt against the Mamelukes. 
The Turkish government would accept the offer, and the brilliant consequences of success 
are incalculable. 

t Egypt, called in tha Scriptures Mlsraim, after one oi the sons of Cham, and which 
name is perpetuated by the Turks, who still call this country Missir, had been governed from 
immemorial time by its own kings, until Cambyses possessed himself of the throne. When 
Alexander's empire was dismembered, the reign of the Ptolemies succeeded, which dynasty 
continued until Augustus, by the defeat of Anthony and subsequent death of Cleopatra, sub- 
jected Eg}rpt into a Roman colony. The Greek emperors retained possession until the year 
641, when Amrou Ben el Has, lieutenant of Omar, conquered the country, and erected 
the Mussulman dynasty of the Ommiades. This dynasty terminating in the year 749, was 
succeeded by that of the Abassides and others. At length Saladin, by birth a Curdeen, avail* 
ing himself of dissensions which existed between the parties contending for the sove- 

119 reignty 
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The plan was arranged to convey the Beys to Constantinople; 
for if the massacre of them had been predetermined on, the 
Pacha and the Grand Vizir would assuredly have at once exe- 
cuted all within their power. 

The Beys, seized by the Captain Pacha, were going with him 
in his own boat to dine according to invitation with Admiral 
Bickerton, in the harbour of Alexandria. Whilst passing on 
the lake of Mareptis, a Chous or Turkish lieutenant hailed the 
Captain Pacha, as bearing dispatches from Constantinople. 
The Pacha having perused them, went on shore, excusing him- 
self to the Beys with the pretence of an immediate answer being 
necessary. 

The boats then stood off, bearing up for a Turkish gun-boat, 
anchored in the lake, on board of which the Pacha had ordered 
them to be carried. This circumstance, united with the Pa- 
cha's extraordinary conduct, excited suspicions. At last the 
Beys attempted to seize the vessel. The Turkish rowers, men 
particularly attached to and favoured by the Captain Pacha> 
resisted. The gun-boat, which they had now approached, fired 
musquetry upon the Mamelukes, when the surviving Beys were 
obliged to submit. In the tumult Osman Bey Tambourgi, the 
chief of the Mamelukes, had been killed^ also Osman Bey 

reignty of Egypt^ erected a new dynasty on the Aicubites. Salah Nugenmeddin, the con^ 
^ueror of St. Louis, was the last but one of this dynasty^ which terminated io the year 1250. 
He established the institution of the Mamelukes, a name in Arabic signifying slave, as these 
people were brought by Tartars to Caftro from Georgia and Circassia for sale. The Mame- 
luke? became so formidable^ that in the year 138 1 they raised one of their own body to the 
thjone, who waa called ^Eddhaber Barkouk, a name given him by his master, as expressive 
of his courage. This dynasty feigned in Egypt through twenty-nine Sultans, and terminated 
with the death of Toman Bey about the year 1517, when Egypt submitted to his conqueror, 
Selim the First, who substituted the Ottoman empire, and that form of government which 
continued with occasional interiaptions until the invasion of' the French under General 
Buonaparte. 

Lashzar, 
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Lafehzar, Mahommed Bey Manfich, Murad Bey first chamber- 
lain to Tambourgi, and the black Caia Bey, wljo, althoug]\ co- 
vered with wounds, continued with desperate fury the contest 
until he expired. 

Osman Bey Bardici was severely wounded, but has since re- 
covered. As British faith had been pledged to guarantee their 
security, this outrage excited General Hutchinson's strong in-* 
dignation. The living prisoners were forced from the Turks, 
and by this time have joined the Beys given up by the Vizir to 
General Stuart. 

The bodies of the deceased were buried at Alexandria with 
all military honours; and -General Hutchinson's conduct re- 
moved the smallest stain of suspicion from the English cha- 
racter. 

Europe has resounded with the report of the wilful massacre 
of the Beys of Egypt, but it would be unjust to allow such a 
calumny to pass uncontradicted. The strong evidence of facts, 
as well as circumstantial evidence, refute the charge, and the 
odium of assassination cannot attach to the Captain Pacha.* 

Refuged in Upper Egypt, the Mamelukes may carry on a 
petty predatory warfare against the Turks, but the inferiority 



• His enemies may say that through life lie has not been innocent of assassination. The 
event to which they allude follows j but when the state of society and law in Turkey are 
reraembered, no crl|ne can attach to the Captain Pacha. 

In his campaign against Paswan Oglou^ he discovered that the man in whom he had placed 
the most unlimited confidence, whose gratitude he had every right to cd'mmarid, liad con- 
stantly kept up a correspondence with the enemy, and betrayed tvtty secret. Determined 
on an exemplary vengeance, he sends for him, hears his protestations of afiection and sin- 
cerity, and pretends to confide still more. A repast was brought in ; but as the unhappy 
wretch was lifting a morsel to his mouth, the Captain Pacha exclaimfed, " Traitor, docs not 
the consciousness of treachery forbid you to cat with me ? Die then^by the hand of him who 
was your greatest benefactor j" at the same moment shooting him with a pbtol he had dcawn' ' 
from his girdle. 

of 
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of their numbers T\dll not allow the supposition of an eventual 
success. Deprived of their revenue, separated from Georgia 
and the other provinces from whence their boy recruits were 
brought, the exportation of which the Emperor of Russia (in 
order to assist the Turks) has also forbidden, exposed to the 
malady of the plague, which always makes dreadful ravages 
amongst them, their race must in a short time become extinct.* 
The resources they can draw from Nubia cannot prolong their 
existence, and an alliance with the Bedouins will afford them 
HO efficacious succours. The enterprize of the French deserters, 
unfortunately admitted amongst them, and who should be 
rooted out of the country whatever may be its fate, may delay 
a short time their act of abdication ; yet the government of the 
Mamelukes must be pronounced as annihilated, and the sove- 
reignty of the Porte established. 

Nor should Europe lament their falL The government of 
the Mamelukes was unnatural and oppressive, their habits and 
customs degrading to manhood. The Turks certainly are a bar* 
barous people, nor will Egypt gain any itnmediate advantage 
by the change: she must continue to be the wretched victim of 
avaricious invaders. Although the Egyptians are possessed of 
qualities, which might if improved render them capable of being 
a free nation, .they will long be destitute of that virtue and 
energy necessary to undertake their own independence. 

The defence of Egypt must therefore be considered as com- 
mitted to the Turks, and tlie inquiry instituted as to the best 



* The Ktamdokes seldom have children. Climate and manj other reasoiifl operate againit 
their becoming parents^ nor indeed do they ever value their offspring. 

f One Bey^ several Caias^ and two hundred Mameluke^, have already surrendered them- 
selves at Cairo voluntarily^ and the submission of otbcrs has probably by this time taken 
place. 

means 
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means which may be devised to render them capable of resist- 
ing a French invasion. 

Alexandria must ever be pronounced the key to Egypt, al- 
though insulated by water and desert from the cultivated 
country, since in that harbour alone security can be found for 
shipping of any burthen throughout the year. The flat shoaly 
coast of Egypt, and the boisterous weather, will not admit of 
vessels riding in safety any where else« In the fine season, if 
the Turks could defend Alexandria, France dare not expose 
another armament to disaster in Aboukir Bay, which cannot be 
fortified against the entrance of hostile fleets. The import?ince 
therefore of rendering Alexandria superior to a coup de main is 
obvious ; and to effect this, her exterior works should be re- 
moved to the greatest possible distance, that some time must 
elapse before the body of the place could be attacked. 

The complete insulation of the city by the sea would secure 
the proposed object, and is a plan against which very few ob- 
jections, if any, could be advanced* The extant bed of the 
original cut, which united the Mareotis and the Mediterranean 
where the isthmus is not above one hundred and fifty yards 
across, facilitates the project to the westward ; and the narrow- 
ness of the Aboukir isthmus, five miles to the eastward of Alex- 
andria, where the breadth of the isthmus also does not exceed 
a quarter of a mile, would not terrify even Turks from the un- 
dertaking.* Any debarkation at Aboukir would then be of little 
advantage, and if a fort was built on the high sand hill, at the 
base of which the English landed, a disembarkation even there 
would be rendered extremely diflftcult. An attempt in rear of 

* This laeasure becomes naw more necessary^ since the sapplj of water by the canal of 
Alexandria will be always jpfec^jricms^ and the only good wells lie beyond the Bosettagate^ 
near the Green Hill. 

the 
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the pr6j30sed new canal would, with comnioh conduct on the 
part of the Turks, be impracticable. ' ' '''^' ''' "* * 

The weather must be uncommonly fine indised * to allow of 
boats approaching on the side of the sea, wherfe onYf tSvb or 
three little bays at any time allow of the enterprrzej andiLake 
Maadie might be sufficiently protected by 'batieries and'guii- 
boats. To complete the insulation, tlie divided canarbf Alex- 
andria should only be reunited by pipes, otherAvfee {he passage 
might be forced by a column moving round Lake Mdadi^i*^' 

With materials from Europe, for neither the brick of sfohe 
in Egypt is of good quality, strong works might' 'be erected 
where Fort CafFarelli is now placed, on the height above Pom- 
pey's Pillar, on Fort Cr6tin and the redoubt of Cleopatra, which 
might certainly hold out until succours could arrive, since Eng- 
land must always be acquainted with the preparations for an 
expedition equal to this service, and follow with an armament 
of observation ; nor would the Turks refuse an English fieet 
again admittance into their harbour. 

For the defence of the port. Marabou should be strongly for- 
tified, and heavy batteries raised on the isthmus, to cover two 
of the channels into the harbour. The batteries on the isle des 
Figuiers perfectly protect the third. 

For the defence of the coast of Egypt, the caf avansary at 

Lake Edko should be converted into a strong fori, particularly 

as at high Nile the boats of a fleet might othenviie' procure fresh 

water at the entrance of this lake, which then runs on tlie sur- 

. face of the salt water, marking its Channel tiy a'yetlbw Imge. 

The forts of St. Julien, Bourlos, Dibfch, and t^sbfeh, siififi- 

dnoi to noite iktcanti, but it m Aapcd that the pressure of. tbo i«n(^_i^ ipogoeat on the banks* 
and that the wall of the canal^ for ^ considerable distance^ i& be^nning to give way. . 

ciently 
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ciently defend the remainder, since the boghaz and flat shore 
form an almost insuperable first line of resistance to any altempt 
of debarkation on these points. 

For the protection of the rest of Egypt, a regular intrenched 
camp at Rhamanieh would be necessary, as the central situ- 
ation for the defence of the whole coast, ,and the point of union 
between Alexandria and Cairo. With a flanking work in the 
Delta, that position might be m^-de tenable. A fort at the 
point of the Delta, commanding both branches of the Nile, 
would considerably impede the progress of an enemy moving 
against Cairo; and in that city entrenchments ought to be con- 
structed in every direction, as the inhabitants have proved in 
the sieg^.of Cairo, which held out after the defeat of the Vizir 
against the, French forty days, that in this part of warfare they 
are not iqferior to Europeans. The natives of Egypt, if com- 
manded by English oflicers, would form as good and service- 
able corps as the Indian sepoys. A militia of 30,000. men 
might be raised in this manner with facility. Very little atten- 
tion to^ tbe\r prejudices would ensure the success of such an 
establishment. 

Lower Egypt is only practicable for military operations six 
or seven months in the year (from the latter end of February 
until the middle of August.) The inundation is completed at 
the beginning of September; and not before the month of De- 
cember can any individual, well acquainted with the passes, 
traverse the country, for there are no bridges or regular roads. 
Troops with artillery will not then attempt their movements, as 
the wate^ in the canals is too low to admit of boats being used, 
and the mud too deep to wade through. Sometimes a passage 
is not open before the be^nning of March.. This time might 
prove advantageous to an enemy wishing td bstablish himself 
on the coast, did not the tempestuous weath6t*at that Sfeason 
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form a good defence. If not in possesslofl of Alexandria, no 
forc^ C?6uld proceed by the Desert to GJairo, a nmrciir which in 
that case presents obstacles scarcely to be surmounted, as dur«* 
ing' three months of the inundation no communication coald be 
had with the villages on its borders, and afterwards sufficient 
subsistence could not be procured in them. 

Protected thus by natuml defences?, and strengthened by the 
precautions previously recommended, Egypt would not be an 
easy conquest, or the project of an attack require light consi^ 
deration by those who were to be responsible for the ftuccesSi 
The Turks are better adapted to defend the country than the 
Maimelukes. Thfe many high banks of the canals, the dcfep 
fissures in the earth, surrounding every square foot, caused by 
the sun cracking the dried mud forming it9 -soil, do n6t afford 
a surface for cavalry to act on. Although the horses thelte sel- 
dom pass out of a foot's pace, except for the gallop of a'hun^ 
dred yards, most of them are foundered, and none, if pressed 
in a trot for ten miles, would be able, from want of wind and 
stamina, to proceed. The Turkish horses were fbund consi- 
derably better, and the Turkish infantry might be made very 
good soldiers. Individually they are brave, iBght entrench- 
ments with courage and skill, and under the Captain Pacha 
have manifested how capable they are of being disciplinfed: 

If the improved state of the Turkish marine be pnoperly con- 
sidered, an organization Which entitles the present Captain 
Pacha to the greatest merit, no doubt will exist but that Turkey 
is still capable of reassuming a high rank amongst the powers of 
Europe. No country possesses within itself greater resources, 
no nation can present better materials, to found military esta- 
blishments, or greater incentives; their religion and very habits 
of life tend to make this people a nation of warriors. 

The character of the Captain Pacha sanctions the hope that 
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those prejudices and. abuses which have occasioned aa.unaa- 
tural .wjda^Piesi^) may very soon be extirpated. He seem* to be 
born in this age of splendid talents, to retrieve the fortunes of 
tlie Ottoman empire, and refix the crescent in the sphere from 
which it has wandered. 

The hostility of the Turks to France oflFers a favourable mo- 
ment for the completion of designs necessary to the interests of 
England and Turkey, who ought to form an inseparable M*- 
4iance; nor could such measures be deemed otherwise thap pre- 
cautions of self-defence even by those whose views were iift/^ 
peded by them. The friendship of Turkey is of such impor- 
tance to England, that every exertion should be made, atid 
some sacrifices even not resisted, if they tend tq pre\^ent France 
resttpgiing her influence in the Divan. 

We ail must lament that a country like Egypt, rich in trea- 
sures of fertility and commerce, from the civilisation of which 
the sciei>ces might derive the most important benefits, must, 
under the present posture of affairs, be* retained in slavery; but 
those who would be doomed otherwise to fprai the colony, may 
find consolation in the reflection, that their lives in that country 
would certainly have been wretched from the misery which per- 
vades, and the diseases which desolate a land gifted with the 
most wonderful bounties, and at the same time accursed with 
the most noxious calamities of nature- 
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DISEASES OF EGYPT. 



♦ * »•";;,• 



IN no country are the inhabitants afflicted with more dread- 
ful disorders, many of which must be attributed to the vices 
of the. people, yet the most fatal unhappily pro<:eed firom 
causes which civilization and art cannot altogether contrqul, . 

Sonnini,* although his opinions are proved to have been in. 
some instances erroneous, has entered into a very interesting 
detail of them, and his work on every account is worthy pefW'* 
sal; nor should some erroi^s of description prejudice the^e^eral 
chamcter of the history, as the circumstances under which he 
wrote, and the great object with which he wished to inflaniQ th^ 
spirit of his countrymen, must ever be kept in view^, aifid ex- 
cuse a partiality excited by patriotism • 

The plague, as being the malady which occasions the greatest 
alarm amongst those who have never been immediately ac- 
quainted with its nature, ranks as the most fatal of all di&-. 
tempers. 

This fever, now properly called epidemical, was long supr 
posed to hiave been brought from Turkey in the ships charged 
with old clothes, which constantly came to Alexandria for a 
market; but these and similar reasons cannot any longer be 
maintained, since the plague has generated annually in Egypt 
during the last four years (although no such communication 
had been possible), and even chiefly commenced in Upper 
Egypt. 

* Volney's work is alio cxceUent. Savaiy'* u a cfaanniog roitaance. 

The 



Digitized by 



GooqIc 



( 253 ) 

The source of this disorder miist therefore be sought for in 
those phoenomena with which the appearance is connected'. 

The plague comnleiicfes in Egypt ^yheri tlie HHe begins to 
fell, and ceases to he fatal (almost to a day, many pretend pre- 
cisely so) after the 17th of June,^«iuGh • is the period of the 
summer solstice, and when the Nile is supposed to receive the 
first increase. , . 

As the waters of the Nile retire from the surface of the coun- 
try they had inundated, a rich slime of considerable condensity 
is left, i^hich forms a idil so productive, as to render Egypt 
the most fertile^ land In the known world : but unfortunately, 
the benefits of Nature are always charged with a proportion of 
evil. ' Hiis slime, subjected to the universal laws, is no sooner 
sepai^ate'dJ from its principle of action, than corruption ensues, 
and continues until all the putrid juices are totally absorbed by. 
the heat of the sun, which then leaves the ground perfectly 
brittle, with the fissures previously described : the atmosphere 
at this time ceasing to be tainted, the plague throughout Egypt 
disappears. 

This theory, however natural to Egypt, cannot be immedi- 
ately applied to other countries, where the plague annually 
rages ; but an examination into their climate, soil, and the cus- 
toms of the people, will certainly prove the position,, that the 
plague is local, occasioned by a corrupted state of atmosphere, 
and never introduced by contagion.* 

Since the French expedition to Egypt, great discoveries havis, 
been made as to the properties of the plague, by the ability an^i 
boldness with which the numerous ca§es have been treated,. . 

Assaliniy in his excellent work, amongst i;nany other. remai;k* 
able facts denying the existence of contagion in the plague, 

* None contend that the plague is not like all fevers, more or less infectious, according to 
habit of body and duration in bad air 5 but that the disease hangs only in the atmosphere, or 
breath of the immediately afflicted patient, not to be conveyed by touch on a third person. 

asserts, 
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asserts, that he found by Qba0rv^.tidQ m.the Freaeb^ajmny^tkiat 
if a battalion; infected left it» cantonment foranptliarf t^o dis- 
tenxper not pnly ceased in that corpsj* but that no onOihMiog 
coiumunication was expo(»ed to the ^ms^llest distnger : nor did fhe 
phoenomena terminate here ; foreyen if the battalioQ^wiluch oc- 
cupied the poBt left by the di^eas^d batt^Uon quitted, the place 
in ten days, the slightest symptom of the disorder neyer appeared 
amongst them. 

As a proof of the plague being eoqQnpd to atmosph^eyinde-. 
pendent of the examples its particular locality in Egypt pfiei^si,. 
he mentions several remarkable casies at Jafia*.of.inen, wh^^ 
confined in the hospital of that toWn by th^ plague^^ esteaped. 
into the Desert, and endeavoured to r^ch the, army, ,b»t, find- 
ing the attempt impracticable, returned &gjajfx in thr«^, d%)^> 
perfectly recovered. i r i . . . .. 

This extraordinary cure induced Assalini to encourage » re- 
moval ifrom Jaffa, whenever the first symptoms ware di^ernible> 
and every one on whom he could prevail to adopt this .advice, 
immediately became convalescent. Unfortunately .simple 4bs 
the remedy is, death was more frequently preferred by the 
wretched patients, whom stupor and lethargy generally seized* 

To remove still more those doubts which the prejudice of long, 
received opinions will reluctantly allow to hq dispelled, the 
fact must be stated, that the English and Turkish armi^ whieh 
marched to Cairo, passed through a country where the plagua 

, * Jaffa is described by As$alim 98 having a (ake near the town^ wbose stapxaot WAterft,cp^ 
rupting, occasion the fever called plague 3 he adduces as a proofs that the division encaBseed 
near a( first suffered from that fever. At Aboukir the dead bodies of die Turks, French, and 
fingliAh might be;ve occasioiied the putrid mietmata, eohfciiiiing the «our(^9 of the disease ; 
and in favour «f the hypothesis, oiedicial laen should know tint at «&Jbov(kif tibe j^tagCkQ cootw 
nued longer than in any part of Egypt. The sun tliere, ^a account of the sea breeds, did 
not possess sufficient power to absorb all the noephytic exhalations. 

■ ifilled- 
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filled almost every Tillage ; that they communicated, without 
any pr€?catitions, itf the most intimate manner with the natives, 
established tfeeir ovens at Meiiouf, where the plague raged vio- 
lently : that the Turks even rifled the diseased in the pest-houses 
of Rhamanieb, dnd'at Cairo dug up the corpses recently buried, 
and yet that no individual instance occurred of the malady in 
the amiies; WhiM the troops who remained stationary at 
Aboukir were severely afflicted, and of whom one hundred and 
seventy-three died : yet neither at Rosetta nor Alexandria did 
the fever ihew Itself/ 

In Egypt, where the villages approach within a quarter of a 
mite of each other, some were exempt from this malady, whilst 
the most hei^hbouririg were desolated. So common is this cir- 
comitance; that the inhabitants particularise to Europeans those 
villages in their districts, which during the season the plague 
has appeared in, yet do not themselves refuse to enter into 
them : nor Indeed did the English hesitate, although frequently 
the dying Were laid by the gate through which they were to 
pass. When ihe plague has been most vitulent in Cairo, the 
inhabitants of the citadel have often been totally free from ahy 
infection, although having daily and prbmiscuous communica- 
tion with the inhabitants of the city. There will be some diffi- 
culty in accounting on indisputable inferences for this partial 
infection of atmospihere; which at preserit can only be attributed 
to the different degrees of foetid matter left on the ground, pro- 
ducing the quantity of putrid miasmata. The problem is how- 
ever more arduous, that if the plague be contagious, and hot 
like the small pox, to be had only once in a life, how, in a 
country where no care is taken to check the extension, popu- 
lation has not long since become extinct ? 

In Cairo last year forty thousand people were supposed to 
be infected trith the plague, and many of the French ganison 
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died in that city, although the disease was treated in their hos- 
pitals with the greatest ability * In Upper Egypt sixty thou- 
sand of the inhabitants perished during the same season. There 
whole villages were swept away, and remained abandoned when 
the Indian army descended the Nile; but at th^ eame time 
many instances occurred, when the nearest villages had not in 
them an instance of the malady. Then if the plagiie had been 
positively contagious, how comes it thatthis prodigious violence 
of infection did not extend the disorder iadiscriminately and 
universally amongst all the people in Egypt, producing of course 
effects considerably more fatal ? Nor can the observation at- 
tached to the return of Dr. Young, under whose superintend- 
ance the English hospitals were preserved in tlie' highest order 
of excellent arrangement,, the sick treated with • the gniatest 
consideration, and whose philosophical mind so. well capaci- 
tated him for the very important situation in whiek he was 
placed, controvert the position that the plague is hot more con- 
tagious than other fevers. The servants attached to an hos- 
pital, by continuing constantly in tainted atmosphere, must cer- 
tainly be subject to maladies produced by bad air ; and those 
instances afford rather proof in favour of a doctrine very im- 
portant to humanity and the military service. 

Egypt, in the possession of a power who felt interested in 
her prosperity, might in a course of years calculate on this 
disorder being altogether annihilated, or the pernicious influ- 
ence so corrected, as no longer to possess the same calamitous 
properties. The introduction of lime, the use of coab, the 
paving of the streets in the cities, the formation of roads, the 
whitewashing of the apartments in every house, the draining > 

* Tlie justif cekbntod Dewagnettes vu chirfphysidtti to the Fmcfa iraqr. The inspec* 
tion of his hospitab obtaiaed universal adzniratioo, particulariy tbe great one at Cairo. 

of 
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of 1^1 stagMMif? traten^ amd the oae oi well bomt bnek'instead 
of mud m buildiBg tbe^illagMi might in time coirect the cor«* 
niptedietthalatMnfl'Of thetdoilr^il^t an' attention to destuliuess 
wottld , pc^>iii<)ijle ccmaideraMy the opei^om.o£ ackiioe«; 

IX^til tbtat too ceiDote peikxl amires, theabilitMsriofiniodical 
meni have^^iscavei^d m^icintfgv ndiich check the fatalitj, if 
th^,cit99otiCWttfea}wa5& a cevtara eote;. The embrocation of 
oils i^ f<^uad XorpiQ very beneficial; and mercury^ if the diaofder 
ha^ QOt gi4x^ .^e^y so much progrew as. to prevent the pa* 
\ifint^,fe^^g 'mi^tivf^^ t|^r ^et8.o£ that medicinal will gene- 
TalXjs produ<^. the most £9ivourable effeets<i . . 

. 'fhat, daoriog: ^piot.of iAvetttgatkm into^ the cwksea ayi^i^fects 
9iXhQM.dmi9ifi^ whose pcincipleij aoe j»t «|iikM|WJ3f».fHid »rhich 
,h»9^ .8o.,i9u«h 'dMa«gi«ah«d the- pceftauooi. iras not ff> b^inti^ 
w^atfld by>thts vienaciiig coofiequeBGes^ of a boid exstnujaation 
into t^e» powers aj(id properties of the plague. 
. V Dr^ White» «bi English {^ysiciah,. detennhMd to diaooiier if 
tins 4naladyr 60 dertnictiye to bi laxgs poftion of tfafij globes /and 
.whseh ^lled with apprehension the reraaisdet^ oould iiofc be 
checked, or rendered less virulent, by the iatrodaclion'of ino-^ 
culatkm. BesokAd to become the patknt. of bis own specula- 
tkn^ during the time the plague cafgedagaija ad.Rosetta^ ^which 
it dkl towaida tliefiUV of the year^ whea numbers of Sepoys 
died), he inoGuliatad himself with maAt» taken imm the b«»- 
boes of an infected person. The attempt failed twice; the 
thml proved fata!, in three days after the symptpms^ appeared, 
he died, falling a much-to-he-Iamented victim to a disinterested 
seal, ben^ev^^ently aj»d iatvepidly ddrecte4 iB£>r tbe benefit and 
happiness of €€«iab^nraMty. 

This catastrophe may for some time operate against the pro- 
secution of a very interesting theory, yet^ia th«. detail of this case 
tbeare are^raany incid^its which will hereafter excite the atten- 
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tioti and enterprize of the enquirijig rnind^ and the fact may 
very soon be incontrovertibly established, that tjiis fever is lo- 
cal, excited by the state of atmosphere, in its progress not 
contagious, which will be very .consolatory to humanity, and 
particularly important to be ascertained, at.a moment when the 
countries most subject to this dreadful pestilence are about to 
be more intimately ccmnected with the civilized states, of the 
world.* 

< • ■ . 

OPHTHALMIA. 

THE period no sooner arrives when ^gypt for a season i^ 
relieved from the plague,* than another malady succeeds imme- 
diately, distinguished by the name of ophthalmia. 

The efiects of this disease are much more terriUe than thosa 
of its precursor. 

Theiever called plague is not attended with any corporeal 
pain ; torpor tranquillizes all sensibility of mind, and the hour 
of dissolution is expected with apathy. The crisis is death 
or complete recovery. 

In the case of ophthalmia, the anguish of the affected part 
is acute nearly to delirium, whilst the unhappy patient retains 
a consciousness that his agonies probably may terminate in the 
loss of oigans precious as existence. When the beauties of na* 

* There are Bererel very intefes6ng piibticatioBS relatHre to the diseases of Eg]fpt aboot to 
be pablished. Assalini's is the ablest yet written -, but Dr. Wittman> who was attached to 
the British mission with the Turkish army, it is said intends giving the world hb very inte* 
resting remarks } and Dr. Maclean^ a physician of eminence^ whose btotker resided many 
yenrs in that capacity in Constantinople^ proposes writing a work, which will unite the in- 
formation every where collected on the subject of the plague and other epidemical fevers. 
From the character of those gentlemen, much useful as well as interesting knowledge may bo 
anticipated in tfadr leverai poblicatioBS. 
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ture, the wonders of the universe, the objects of dearest afiec* 
tioni^ can no longer be gazed on,, that darkness is surely more 
painful to a soldier than the tranquil gloom of the grave. 

The quantity of blind in Egypt is prodigious ; nearly every 
fifth inhabitant has lost one eye, and many both. All the chil* 
dren have sore eyes, and Europeans do not better escape. 

The French at first bad more than two thirds of thein.army, 
according to their own report, affected with this malady ; and 
the English troops, during their short stay, have suffered con- 
siderably^ one hundred and sixty being totally blind, and two 
hundred having lost one eye irrecoverably. 

The disorder is believed to originate in the nitrous particles 
emitted firom the ground by the force of the sun, which Bfe of 
a quality so pungent and penetrating, as to injure the fine ves- 
sels at the comer of the eye. The acrid and burning dust fly- 
ing continually in the atmosphere irritates still more the already 
affected parti whilst the reflexion of the soil, the heat of the 
air, and livid light of the sky, tend to weaken the sight, at last 
X)ccasioning that excessive inflammation denominated ophthal- 
mia. When the actual ophthalmia has taken place, the pa- 
tient suffers the most excruciating pains, which are described 
as if the balls of the eye were on fire, and the points of needles 
perpetually pierced into them. The abscess formed under the 
eyelids discharges a considerable quantity of moisture, which 
frequently vitiates into matter, every membrane swells, and the 
whole eye becomes frightfully distorted. 

The children in Egypt, from the barbarous inattention of 
their parents, have from earliest infancy at the corner of their 
eyes a great quantity of little insects continually settled, which 
keep the vessels in a constant irritation, and finally burrow 
themselves into the interior coating of the eyelids. Scarcely 
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will this assertion be believed; nevertheless, the fact is positivei 
that ia Egypt all the mothers are guilty; of this inhumanity, 
negligmce, and uncleanlineas. 

The affection of the malady is sometimes extremely sudden 
which induces the supposition that checked perspiration fre- 
quently and severely contributes to pn>duce the disease. Ixl a 
few hours odea the inflammation has attained' an alarming 
strength, to which no precise crisis can be anticipated. With 
some the disorder lasts only nine or ten days; in others the pa^ 
tients have suffered for months; and unfortunately, there is no 
security even after perfect recovery agaiiist an immediate new 
attack. 

Ophthalmia 18 endemical to Egypt; its extirpation can scarce- 
ly be expected ; but an acquaintance with all the different cases 
has enabled the European physicians to discover remedies 
which have rendered tliis disease in some degree less &taK* 

DYSENTERY. 

Ophthalmia and dysentery are twin evils, generating and 
expiring together. 

This complaint, so destructive in Europe to armies, cannot 
be deemed however more pernicious, or even equally so in 
Egypt. The returns of sick by cases of dysentery in a cam- 
paign, where the climate is moist, and the ground frequently 
damp, would be found to exceed considerably the number of 
those afflicted with the same malady in tliis dry soil, where the 
damp of rain seldom penetrates. There is indeed in Egypt, 
particularly on the isthmus of Aboukir, every morning an ex- 
halation in the bottoms, where the date tr,ee grows, of an extm- 

* Opium was found the best application. Lately some extraordinary cases have appeared 
whkb prove that ophthalmia is highlj infectiocis. 

ordinary 
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tnrdinaTy'cohdensity, and whicb must be extremely noxious; 
but troops seldom Xv^ould be exposed in such situations. 

Some have attributed to the Nile water the cause of this dis- 
order, which is erroneously imputed, unless excessive quantities 
are drunk, when all water would be equally unwholesotne« That 
water certainly, at the season of the year when the dysentery 
appears, becomes extremely thick, and even foetid. A tumbler 
full allowed to settle five minutes, would yield at least one 
third of slimy mud. Tlie operation of this sediment is how- 
ever to be deemed rather salutary than otherwise, and a little 
vinegar or spirits infused would always correct any bad effects. 
With more justice do others affirm, that the diet is a principal 
cause of dysentery; for in Egypt everything which is eaten tends 
to promote acrimonious humours. The poultry of the country, 
from being unnaturally forced in ovens, seem to have the 
sources of health and growth dried up, never exceeding the 
size of a pigeon, their bodies yield only skin and bone, between 
which are lumps. of rank fat, extremely nauseous and unwhole- 
some; the eggs are very heavy, and often occasion sickness.* 

Buffalo meat is indigestible, and the mutton not very good. 
The oily food of the common inhabitants still niore wetikens 
the intestines, and produces a disposition to bile ; but the prin- 
cipal cause of dysentery is checked perspiration. 

The soldiers crowded into the Nile, when their bodies were 
pouring out streams of moisture, indifferent to the conse- 
quences of which they were so frequently wamed.f At night 
a damp air chilled those who did not secure themselves by co- 
vciing, and during the march to Cairo, frequently fifty men 

* The Eraperor Hadrian being angry with the Egyptians, wfote thus in a letter : *' I wish 
nothing more to befal them than that they may feed on their own pullets^ which bow they 
batch is a shanie to speak."— —Busby, Epist. S, p. ^8. 

t Near thirty soldiers were drc^ned by bathing in tlie Nile when o& tbeir way to Cairo. 

per 
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per day, seized with the malady, were obliged to leave the 
army- The impression of heat seems also to have had a. con- 
siderable influence, since those sent to Rosetta, or who passed 
on board of ship, very soon recovered. The sea air braced agsttn 
immediately the* system which had been too much relaxed. 

An attention to dress in this complaint is extremely neces- 
sary, both as a preventative and cure. Flannel shirts, and pan* 
taloons made of cloth, should be worn ; the gaiter and breeches 
are the worst possible appointment for a soldier in a warm 
country. At night the damp penetrates through the button 
holes, even with the most prudent ; but who does not know^ 
that a soldier, wearied with marching, which occasions a swelling 
of his limbs, increased by the tightness of his dress, almost al- 
ways, for the sake of ease and rest, removes every confine* 
ment, and exposes entirely to the air his legs and knees during 
the night 

OBSERVATIONS. 

A cutaneous disorder, extremely disagreeable, scarcely ever 
fatal, during the rising of the Nile, is also very general in Egypt. 
The itching is scarcely sufferable ; notwithstanding, as the ap- 
pearance of this heat is considered as an indication of health, 
and cooling physic soon removes it altogether, the complaint 
may be considered as an inconvenience not amounting to a 
malady. An officer imprudently bathing three times in one 
day, when the rash was strongly out, threw into the system 
what nature wished to reject, and he died in twelve hours. 
Such instances, however, occur in similar harmless complaints 
in Europe, affording melancholy evidences of indiscretion giv- 
ing to disorders an unnatural inveteracy. 

A vast variety of more severe diseases are common, and seem 
to have a peculiar character in that country; still as not imme- 
diately 
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diately affecting the English army, they shall only be classed 
under their different heads, and then will follow a catalogue of 
what may be justly denominated the minor plagues of Egypt. 

Diseases. 

Leprosy— of the worst species. 

Elephantiasis — ^very common, and of the worst sort, swell- 
ing the legs larger than a common bed bolster. 
Her N I JE— extremely frequent. 
Syphilis— of the most malignant kind. 
Dropsy 



Sore Heads 

Worms 

Liver Complaints. 



^very frequent. 



Minw Plagties of Egypt. 

Rats— in extraordinary abundance^ which the inhabitants of 
some villages near Rosetta eat. 

Tlies and other Insects — ^numerous beyond credibility. 

Fleas— in such quantities, that in twelve hours clean linen was 
covered with thousands of spots of blood. 

Lice— of every species. The Mameluke Beys even would think 
it no disgface to employ themselves publicly in picking, 
them off their persons. 

MusQuiTos and Gnats— their bite was peculiarly venemous, 
especially near Rosetta. 

Scorpions and Centipedes— the sting painful, and produ- 
cing tumour, but not dangerous. 

Locusts— very destructive. 
Many of these disagreeable animals the Egyptians may say 

are also inmates of Europe, but in no other country are they 

so numerous or so voracious as in Egypt. 

FINIS. 
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APPENDIX. 



Return of the Sick in the Egyptian Army. 

1st. X HE sick Mrith the army on the surrender of Cairo 

were about 800, viz. 
With their respective regiments before Giza - 346 

In the hospital encampment at the point of the Delta, und^r ^ 

the direction of a field inspector - j 4 4 

800 

Had left the army at different times on its march to Cairo 

about 1122, including the 454 at the encampment at the 

point of the Delta. 
Sent to the general hospital at Rosetta at different times 284 

Left encamped at the point of the Delta, previous to thei 5 

army taking up a position before Giza - - 3 7^ 

— ?— 1122 
Died at the point of the Delta - . . 73 

Recovered and sent back to duty - - 31 1 

Remaining encamped at the point of the Delta - 454 

838 

2d. The sick of the French army on the surrender of Cairo 1 

were about - - - - . P^^ 

Taken ill on their march down to Rosetta - - 500 

2300 

The principal diseases, wounds, fevers, ophthalmia, dysentery, and a 
few cases of liver complaints. 

M M 3d. The 
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3d. The number of plague patients between the 12th of April and 

^<9^t^,^pf j^u|;u5t^ J8P1, l^eln^ the peripd^ of the fij:st app«u^nce..awi 
termination of the disease. . 

.,. , ,,;. , Admitted - - 380 

:\ >. . \ Died - - 173 

' ' ' R^ovtired - - HOT ' 

' • V •■'■ ^■" -^ '•• ■. '- •* ■•— ^-.•aso" •^— • ^•'^^^i/i 
The deaths dhtefly fell bn the orderlies, nurses, and other aervtitits of 
the hospitals. One staff apothecary, one surgeon of the let battalion, 
27th regimen t'c^^t, and thret hosjntal inat^s died bf the diieJSse^ ' 

4th. The number of the totally blind about l6o^^ 

Lost one eye abou6 2QQ. 

N. B. The whole of the sick with the array, aiid. t^o^€^/fen|ftmlilg at 
the Deha were sent down to Rosetta, previaua.ta <^.fii9P^^ jn^^iMSHig 
to the encdmpmcnt at El Hamed. . . v , , ^ j ^ . , 

Thomas Young, I> G, 
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R<turn 6fthet>TSv6sJit of the VKEtttk Ahmy mlS^^thi/'ihe'BHktsh 

and Turkish Forces. ■.-..»!••!!«;, 

MifUaiy CioU 
Ettab. Eitab, 

3000 

■ajsoo. r, 
13672-^2 



KiHed in the different actions and dead of wouud^ 

Prisoners taken in battle in the different convoys,^ 
the garrisons of the forts including the troops en* > 
49«vofu-ing to esqafc from Bourlos - - j 

The gamsQn^ «>f Cadxof, to which is to be addedi, 
600 deserters, and excluded 760 auxiliaries em-> 
barked ... - - j 

The garrison of Alexandria, including the marines | 
doiiig' duty, and about 300 auxiliaries - I 

SoWJeils'dtad by the plague aiid other maladiei since v 
the landing of the English - - ) 



15Q9 > 



Total 82180—768 



Including 760 auxiliaries embarked, but. exclusive of 
the Coptic battalions which disbanded at Cairo 
and 600 deserters altogether^ also women and chil^ 
dren. 



M m2 
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Return o/Autilxerv taken in Egypt^ 

Tiecu of Cannon 
At the landing - - - - 8 

In the action of the l3th - . . - 4 

Aboukir Castle - - • - • 11 

In the battle of the ai»t' • - - » 

Fort St Julien - - • . is 

Rhamanieh - - - - 18 

Convoy on the Nile - • - 12 

Convoy in the Desert - - - ., 1 

Cairo, Giza, &c. • - - - * 967. 

Marabou - • - - . 10 

In the action to the westward, 22d of August - . - ^ , , 7 . , 

Alexandria, &c. - - - - 38^ 

Damietta and works near it - - - 54 

At Salahieh, Belbeis, Cossir, Kinn6h, Suez, Siout, &c. &c. 100 
FortBourlos ... - 5 



Total. 1003 



Exclusive of near 500 unserviceable pieces, guns in 
boats, shipping, &c. and field artillery taken in the 
vessels attempting to escape from Bourlos. 
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Return of Shi^fing taken in the Harbour of Alexandria^ and divided 
between the Turks and English. 



Captain Pacha 


• 


LojiD KextB. 








Gms. 


buns. 


Le Caufe 


• 


64 L'Egyptienne 


50 


La Justice 


- 


40 La Reg^ner^ - 


52 


Na 1. Venetian 


- 


26 No. 2, Venetian 


26 




200 sail of merchantineu. 





Three Turkish corvettes were given up to the Turks, but previously 
valued. These vessels had been taken in the harbour of Alexandria, 
where they had entered on the faith of the treaty of El Arish. The 
disttibution of captured property had been so arranged, that the Turks 
were to divide equally, and then the English army and navy were to 
subdivide the half lefl. 
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An Account ^^Pieces o/'AjrcifiKX Scju^ptixbe, ^A^gn bg^4h6,^ni^h 
Fpfm^, imdgrjhecimmafi^qfZieutenant General LorttHufchimmi 
in Egypt, from the French Army in Alexandria^ andfent to JS^gian^ 
in the Charge nf Xhlonel Turner, September, 1802. 

3. AN Egyptian sarcophagus, with hieroglyphics, of a stone called 
by the French breche ^erte, from the ^oAque of St Athtlntoltis ifi ' Afex-' 
andria. ■ ' '^ •^ '^ ^ '-^ * " '^ 

2. Do. do. of black granite, from' Cairo: * - ^" ^^ ^mu? _ i 

3. Do; do. of baSaltes, from Menouf. '^ . * ,^ > m 

4. The fist of a Colossean statue, supposed to be Vufcan; {bfund'^ai the 
ruins of Memphis. i . . » -^ -\ 

5. Five fragments of statues, with Itons beads, black gitei!itepbH>ilgfat 
from the ruins of Thebes. 

6. A mutilated figure kneeling, black granite. 

7. Two statues, white marble, supposed to be Septimius Severus and 
Marcus Aurelius, found in the researches made in Alexandria. 

8. A stone of black granite, with three inscriptions, hieroglyphic, 
Coptic and Greek, found near Rosetta. 

Q. A statue of a woman sitting, with a lion's head, black granite, from 
Upper Egypt 

10. Two fragments of lions heads, black granite from Upper Egypt, 

11. A small figure kneeling, with hieroglyphics, black 'granite, from 
Upper Egypt 

12. Five fragments of statues, with lions heads, black granite from 
Upper Egypt 

13. A fragment of a sarcophagus, black granite, from Upper Egypt 

14. Two small obelisks, remarkably fine, with hieroglyphics, basaltes, 
from Upper Egypt 

15. A Colossean ram's head, of a stone called by the French rouge 
grais, from Upper Egypt 

16. A statue of a woman sitting on the ground, of black granite; 
between the feet is a model of a capital of a column of the Temple of 
Isis at Dendenu 

17. A 
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17. A fragment of a statue, with a lion*s head, black granite, from 
Upper Egypt 

■ Acteff of Oriental Mariuferipfe, amountin)g^ td Sk'ty-t^d, Celtic, 
Anhi&i atitl Turkish, belonging to the Ubmrjr of the Fre«i<?h Inftrtute 
stt'Ci^. ' ' \ ■ '' ' '''''''- ''^ r.''^-/\ :- 

. (' W. Tuf^iwstt, A 
Col. and Capt 3d Guards. 

Seyfin^ ^Jjquitiefir vere.foun4 by the English; th? j»>ost vahwibje v^ere 
the figure of a Roman soldier, as large as life, and a large tablet, the 
inscription of which stated, that whatever this belonged to/ was 
erected in honour of Septimius $everu$, by the veterans of the 1 Uh 
X^op, which tablet is bow in the possession of General, Cqqte. A 
stone was also found ia the camp of the.Sd regiment of Gu|i:di^ with 
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Strength of the Army under the Command of Sir Ralph 
Abercrambiej K. B. 

Marmorice Bay, February 2lst,lB0\, 



Cavalry 

Artillery 
Infantry 



Total 



Comm. Officers. 



5 

1 
60 



66 






7 

8 

142 



1*7 



CO 



.«7 

20 

441 



488 



CO 



10 
7 
105 



a 



70 



10 



9»7 



182 1067 






90 

9 
409 



438 



Rank and File. 



^ 






I 



1084 

557 
13804 



14895 



Sick. 



94 
750 



803 



6 
896 



911 



1068 



16599 



i 

639 



is6 i7S 
14950 



70d 



It must be noticed, that in the return of those present and fit for duty, the men sent to 
the service of the different departments of the army are included. The British service being 
the only one, in Europe, where the commissariat, medical, and civil departoients have not 
their own distinct followers. The different regimental returns only specify the number of 
men so detached, but the adjutant general's return, of which this is a copy, comprises the 
whole. There is great difficulty, therefore, at this diflant period, to ascertain the precise 
number of bayonets in the field. Out of a force compofed of 14,895 men, generally not above 
13,080 could be brought into the field; but on the debarkation in Egypt so many men were 
necessarily left on board ship to take care of the sick, stores, &c. that not 12,000 fighting 
'men landed. 
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Return of the Killed^ JVounded^ and Missing of the British Jrmy, 
during the Campaign in Egypt. 



TIME WHEN. 



8th of March, 1801 
13th Ditto Ditto 
18th Ditto Ditto 
Si8t Ditto Ditto 

^th of May Ditto 
1 7th of August, Ditto 

ssd Ditto Ditto 

S9d Ditto 'Ditto 
25th Ditto Ditto 



Officers. 



Quarter 
Masters 



^ 



£6 

70 

S 

§0 

4 
S 

9 
1 



Total £2 i68 7 1 



bp 



•? 



Serjeants. Drummers 



1 20 



c 

I 



34 

61 

1 

48 

1 
3 



Rank and File. Horses. 



149 s 2 17 



I 



■« 



94 

163 

7 

224 

4 

9 

1 



1 505 



540 

965 

6 

1082 

18 

39 

1 
32 
40 



2723 78 



25 7 



Abookir, - ' -, - - - 8thof March, 1801. 

Advance of the armjr, - - - I3th of March, 1801. 

On a skiiinish to the left of our position - 1 8 th of March, 1 80 1 . 

Attack of the French on our position before Alexandria, 2 ist of March, 1 801 • 
Rhamaniefa, - - - 9th of May, 1801. 

DriTlng in the enemies advanced posts on the Eastern 7 ^. ^ ^ 

rideof Al«.odri. - - 1'^ "^ *'^' "°>- 

Major-Creneral Cooie*s corps advancing to blockade 1 . ^ j. 

the Western side of Alexandria, - J *^ ' 

Aj rxjf ' r^ 1/^ . . fssd and 25th of Au- 

Advance of Major-General Coote s corps. - \ 

^ ^' i gust, 1801. 
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^ ;>i ^ 



Drummerfl. 



Fit for Duty. 



Sick prefent. 



Sick abfent. 



Command at 
Rhodes. 



Total. 

Servants not Soldiers 



u 

a 

n 



I 



s 

ft. 

CO 

o 



r 



1 

> 






3 
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Lieut. Colonels. 



Majors. 
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Captains. 



Lieutenants. 



Eniigns. 
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Staff. 
Seijcants. 



Drummers. 
Fit for Duty. 



Sick prefent. 



Sick abfent. 



Command at 
Rhodes. 



I 



Total. 

Servants not Soldiers 
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Instructions for the Captains commanding DivisioTis, on landing the 

Tfvops. 

TTTHEN the troops are to be landed by the boats of the fleet, great 
care should be had, that they are kept at a proper distance from 
each other, at least fifty feet; and when the situation of the place will 
admit of it, they are to dress, or take their refpective stations, from the 
right, otherwise from the centre, or left, as may be most convenient, 
or as shall be previously appointed. 

On no account must the boats crowd upon each other, nor are they 
to break the line, either by getting too much a-head or a-stern. 

No boats are to come into the first line, except the flat boats, and the 
launches having the artillery on board, these last towed by cuttei-s. 
The second line is to be composed of cutters only, to attend upon the 
flat boats, that they may afford immediate relief, should any boat re- 
quire it, in which case they are to proceed directly, without waiting 
for orders, to give the necessary aid. The third line is to be composed 
of the cutters that tow the launches; and the boats belonging to each 
ship will keep in the wake of their respective flat boats. 

To distinguish the boats having on board the grenadier company of 
each regiment, they will carry the camp colours of that regiment, and 
the other boats are to form to the left, until the regiment is completed, 
taking care that the companies are embarked on board the boats in the 
order they should be in when landed ; and the captains commanding 
the divisions will consult with the commanding officer of the troops, 
and fix on the best method to obtain this object without confusion. 

When the troops are to land, a situation will be pointed out upon the 
shore, Avhere either the right or left will proceed to; if from the right, 
the boats to the left must observe open order, that the right wing may 
not be too much crowded together; and the boats to the right will 
pay like attention, when the left is the point from which they are to 
form. 

Upon no account must any flat boat be nearer to another than fifty 
feet, and this will afford sufficient space for the cutters and launches 

N N ^ in 
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in the rear to land between the flat boats, agreeable to regimental order 
of the troops they have on board. 

The flat boats are always to drop their grapnel from their stern at a 
proper distance from the shore, that they may haul oflF the moment the 
troops are landed. 

It may often be neceffary that the flat boats should pull quick round 
into an opposite direction, either for retreat or any other cause, ra 
which case, it is of the utmost consequence that they should do so to- 
gether, and in one direction. Strict attention must therefore be paid 
to the signal that will be made upon that occasion;, and if no signal is 
made, they are always to pull to starboard. 

The captains commanding the different divisions will repeat all the 
signals made by the commanding officer of the disembarkation ; and 
each captain should have a rowing boat attending him, with a careful 
officer to carry his orders to the boats of his division. 

In order that the flat boats may observe the signals as soon as made, 
a musquet mil be fired from the commanding officer's boat, which is to 
be repeated by the captains of the other divisions. £ack boat having 
the signal flags on board must be provided with stretchers, that the 
flags may be seen, should the weather be calm ; and all signals will be 
made at a flag staffs, in the centre of the boat 

The officers conunanding the boats must take particular care that 
none of the troops stand up, as on many occasions it may endanger the 
safety of the boat 

Each flat boat must be provided with four or five breakers, or small 
casks of water, that immediate relief may be given the troops upon their 
landing should they require it 

When the first landing is completed, the boats (when ordered) will 
proceed to those ships having ensigns at their fore-toprgaUant mast- 
head; afterwards to those having their ensigns at the mjaen, until all 
the troops are on shore. 

When the second landing takes place, the captains will proceed with 
their division of boats to particular ships, that the regiments maybe 
landed in a collective body; and this is to be obseved until s4^ the 
troops are on shore. 

The 
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The launches that landed the artillery will proceed to such ordnance 
ship as will be pointed out» to land the light artillery and stores. Should 
this service not be requisite, they will assist in disembarking the troops, 
agreeable to the last instructions. 

The captains of the different divisfona will deliver copies of Ihese and 
all other instructions to the Beutenants under their ordeis; and they 
will give others to the midshipmen eommandmg the flat boats. 

No persons belonging to the boats to be permitted to quit them upon 
landing, unless by the particufer order of the commanding officer €# 
the division. 

Dated on board his majesty's ship Ajax, Wth January, 1801. 



Additional iNSTRucTiONsybr the Captains and Officers appointed to 
superintend the Debarkation of Troops^ S^c. 

THE Commander m Chief having signified to me, that aifter the troops 
are landed, the boats under the dire^feions of the captahus of their re** 
spective divisions are to be employed in landing the stores, provisions, 
and water belonging to the army; 

The following distribution of the boate is therefore to take place, ia 
order that the demands made by the different departmclnts of die army 
may be regularly complied with. 

After the first landing is completed, and ten jHeces of artillery are 
on shore, the launches are to repair to the following ships, and convey 
on shore the guns as expressed against them. 

Launches. Guns. 

' Foudroyant - 2 2 6 pounders. Monarch transport. 

Should the Minotaur and Northumberland not join, the following 
boats will land four howitzers, viz. 

Launch., » 

\ From the Monarch. 

I From the Indefatigable. 

Kent 
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Diadem 
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1 


Ajax 
Europa 


1 

1 
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rTo be CToployed^n fending spare ammunitiou, 
. < .hand carts, &c.^ frqm any of the ahqve ws- 
C sels that are most convenient. 

» Af T«?$6l IWT.U be aachored; ne^ir the §hpre. (having ^ ordnance ^ flag 
ilj^ug), on bp^d.ef whict >t^iU b^ tha sfja^-e ^jnjuiition^;&;9.. ind^jpen- 
d^nt pf wj^^ win 1^ lawle^ by thcj Kejftt, aivi piQtator's boats, 

A»4 tbe foUpwing launches wiH pyqcecd on board, tbe.Auntrapjsport, 
and itltere receive oa boar4 suchstgyirfs (fi# tU? <^ODupaiad}0gjq^gin^er rmay 
direct, viz.. . . ;. ,. 

Stately ^- 
Northumberland 



\ 



^ ,^ . /» with cutters to tow each. 

Minotaur 

When the whok of the infantry are landed, .lyxd , the abg^^e , s^4c^ 
completeted, the divisions under the command of Captaii)/5 §i;eYeii9pnj 
JVforrison, Larmour, and Apthorp, assisted by Captain QunJ;ey,^R A., T. 
after placing dunnage in jthe boats bottoins, 4re to be en^)]ioyed\Mj l^ft^f 
ing the cavalry of the reserve, consisting of 234 naea and horse? ;,^^9 
General Finch's brigade, consisting of 252 men and horses^ ujalfing i^ 
all 486 horses with their riders, and for wliich 48 flat boats M^ill be ne- 
cessary; when they are landed, the boats are to return ?md la^id, thp 
horses belonging to the artillery, amounting to I82^.,ax)d 88 n^ep.; ^Iso 
thpse belonging to thestaifof the army, about J 20, with thejjr.k^eper?; 
also such, a proportion of forage as s^iall be judged iiec^^sary,^ At\er.thi^ 
service is performed, Captains Stevenson's and ]\|oi;risoji> .divisions 
will be employed in, lajoi^ing. water and provisions^. to. b^ depos^ited in 
the situations pointed out by the comn^issary general. All the vessels 
«ofr employed by- Captajn. Larmour jn the orduaiice department, will 
be dedicated to this service, .particulajly for the cQnve^yance of water 
from the fleet to the army,, should they require it, Avhich is likely to be 
thec^se. .: . . ... . . . 

When the whole army is disembarkccl, Captain Larmour's division, 
with the launches that land the guns eifLcept, such as may be ordered 
to act as gun-boats, are to be exclusively appropriated to land all the 
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ordnance and stores, together with those belonging to the engineers- 
department in this service, Captaiil Larmodr/wiil be assisted by Lieu- 
tenant Kemp, the agent for those departments/ ■ 

It will therefore fall immediately under the direction of Captain Lar- 
mour tb have proper wharfe erected for the stores being landed upon 
(applying to the admiral for carpeAters); that the boats are fitted for the 
reception of the heavy guns, slides provided to roll the gwris out on; 
a proportion of two*intti plank* are to be taken in each boat, for the 
trucks or wheels of tJic gutis to rtm on when landed; and aftei- wards 
to accompany the guns, to prevent their sinking in the sand, should it 
be judged necessary: purchases prepared for getting the guns up on 
the shore, anchors sunk ill the sand in situations proper for hauling the 
boats up by, in the event of. bad weather, and such further precautions 
as may be judged necessary; some decked vessels will be placed under 
his directions, for the conveying of such stores as are liable to receive 
injury from the weather, as well as for the transportation of fascines 
palisadoes, &c. &c. 

Captain Scott's division, after the last brigade is landed, will disem- 
bark the dismounted dragoons, in number about 751 men; also the 
pioneers of the army, nearly 400 men ; after which, should it be neces- 
sary, they win assist in the same service as Captain Stevenson's division; 
and on these duties Captain Scott will call to his assistance Lieutenant 
Brown, agent for transports. 

Captain Apthorpe will, after the troops are on shore, employ his divi- 
sion in landing the stores belonging to the general hospital; also those 
that appertain to quarter master general departments, and such others 
as do not fall under those heads already mentioned ; but should those 
stores be soon landed, Captain Apthorpe will employ his boats on any 
other services where the demands are most urgent. 

As it is quite impossible to foresee the different duties that must be 
performed by the boats of the fleet, and from the variety of situations I 
may be in, during the course of the intended service, it may not be in 
my power to give all the necessary orders; the captains of the different 
divisions must therefore exercise their own judgments upon many oc- 
casions. I shall only recommend, that where any service is demanded 
by the heads of departments, that the same be complied with; but on 
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all occasions, those orders that come imiuediately from the Coxauiaader 
in Chief of the army, the adjutant general, or his deputy Colonel Aber- 
cromhie, the quarter master general or his deputy, are to have the pre* 
ference. 

Care must be taken that the boats crews are regularly relieTed when 
the service will admit of it, in order to prevent sicjmess from over fa- 
tigue, or being too long exposed to the sun. 

The boats sails, when they have not ait'ttings, are to be spread over 
them, when it can be done with convenience, both for to afford sheltei* 
to the men, and to prevent the sun from rending tlie boats which will be 
greatly assisted by their being frequently wet, particukrly in the event- 
ing, except when the rttea are forced to 8leq> in than, upon which ojcca^ 
sion doing it in the day time ia to be prefernsd. 

The flat boats are not to be employed on any duty where they axt 
liable to injury, and the utmost care must be taken t^ keep them in cooh 
stant repair: upon which account it is recommended that a cai^^enter 
shall be sent from each ship as one of her crew, being provided with a 
hammer, an assortment of nails and materials piroper for stopping shot 
holes, or affording a temporary repair to the boat These carpenters maj 
be occasionally employed upon fitting wharfs or other necessary services. 

When any wounded men are brought down upon the beach, and a re- 
quest shall be made for their being conveyed on board the hospital ships, 
the captain of the division, to which such application shall be made, is 
to direct some of the bca.ts under his orders to perform this service, and^ 
if necessary, that the flat boats shall be removed, that the soldiers may 
be placed with convenience and ease to themselves, directing cutters or 
other boats to tow thorn. This service is particularly directed to the 
attention of Captain Apthorp, whose division is attached to the medical 
department. 

Three days provisions must be ready cooked for the crews of the 
boats, and each of the men provided witli a blanket, one shirty and a 
pair of trowsers. 

Every flat boat to have two spare oars, ami a^t of wooden thoels with 
grummets, in case the others should be lost or broken. 
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GENERAL ORDERS^ 

Head Quarters, Marmorice^ 
H. M. S. Kenty February l6th, 1801. . 

SUCH officers horses as were not embarked oa 
the 14th instant, will be on the beach ready for embarkation to-morrpw 
morning, at eight o'clock precisely. Officers will take notice, that after 
to-morrow no horses will be embarked. 

The horses which have arrived for the cavalry since the last allotment 
are distributed as follows : 

nth light dragoons 4 horses j ^^ ^^^^^ ^^ ^ 
Hompesch s . 17 do. 3 

12th regiment l6 do. }0n board No. 21. 

26th do. lido. J 

These horses will be on the beach ready for embarkation to-morrow' 
morning, at seven o'clock. 

The horses will receive the following rations while on board ship, viz, 
5lb. of barley, 5lb. of straw, and tliree gallons of water. As it has been 
impossible to supply all the horse vessels with weights and measures, the 
BOiL-commissioned officers will use the Turkish steelyards, which they 
will find on board, taking notice, that the Turkish Ocque is equal to 
lib. lloz. English; so that the rations for horses at present established 
will be two Ocques of barley and three Ocques of straw nearly. 

Majors of brigade are responsible that a copy of this order, as well 
as of the 6th instant, is given to each of the non-commissioned officers, 
in charge of the forage and provisions on board the diffisrent horse 
sbips. 

As nearly as circumsrtances will permit, the disembaiication of the 
«rmy will take place in the following order. 

1st Theinfentry of the reserve, with ten pieces of light artillery. 

The brigade of Guards. 

The remainder of the first line, with six additional pieces of liglit ar- 
tillery. 

2d. The infantry of the second line. 

3d. The mounted detachments of cavalry of the reserve and Brigat^ 
iJier Finch'fi brigade. 

o o 4th, The 
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4th. The dismounted part of the same brigade. 

5 til! The pioneers of the army, the horse detachment of the royal ar- 
tillery, and such additional pieces of ordnance and ammunition as may 
be wanted. 

When the troops are ordered to land, the men are to put into the flat 
boats as expeditiously as possible, but without hurry or disorder; they 
are to sit down in the boats, and in rowing to the shore, the strictest 
silence to bis observed; the troops are positively ordered not to load, 
till fqrnied on the beach ; the formation is to be effected as soon as pos* 
sible, the men are to fall in, in line opposite to where they land; nor is 
any individual or body of men, in conceiving themselves displaced, to 
attempt to regain their situation by closing to either flank^ till ordered 
so to do by the general officer on whom they depend, or the senior of- 
ficer present on the spot. 

The troops are to land with sixty rounds of ammunition and two 
spare flints per man; the ammunition which cannot be contained in the 
pouches to be carefully put in the packs. Three days bread and three 
days pork, ready cooked, is to be carried by oflicers and men; the same 
quantity is to be landed to the troops; it is not however to be delivered 
out, but carried in kegs, and put under charge of the quarter-master 
of each regiment, with a party sufficient for tlie purpose; each man will 
carry his canteen filled with water. 

Three days barley will be carried for the horses of the cavalry, and of 
the staff and field officers. 

The staff and field officers must provide themselves with forage sacks 
previous to the fleet sailing from this. 

The men will carry their intrenching tools and the proportion of ne- 
cessaries specified in the orders 15th August last, viz. two shirts, one 
pair of shoes, two pair of sock& or stockings, neatly made up in their 
packs or knapsacks, their camp kettles and blankets. Regiments having 
both blankets and great coats, will leave the latter on board. 

It is absolutely necessary that the officers should bring on shore in 
tlie first instance such articles only as they can carry themselves. Of- 
ficers servants are not only on all occasions of service to be present un- 
der arms with the corps to which they belong; they are to carry no 
more than any other soldier, and are to mount all piquets and guards 
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with their masters. The smallest number of b&tmen possible will be 
permitted : mounted officers alone are entitled to them. 

Tlie music, drummers, and men least fit for actual service, are to be 
selected for all regimental duties, not purely military; and officers com- 
manding corps will be held strictly responsible for their being at alt 
times, and in every situation, in the most effective state. 

A proportion of the general hospital staff must be attached in the first 
instance to each brigade, and will be allowed such orderlies as are abso- 
lutely necessary from the brigade. Regimental surgeons are to be 
allowed one orderly each to carry the field case of instruments. 

The spare arms, tents, and horse appointments of the dismounted 
cavalry, and every article of spare baggage, are to be left in charge of 
a careful non-commissioned officer on board of each ship. 

After the troops have landed, the sick of such regiments as are em- 
barked in transports, are to be collected into one of the vessels occu- 
pied by the corps, under the care of the assistant surgeon, who will, 
as soon as possible, report himself and the state of the men under hb 
charge to the inspector general of hospitals on board H. M. S. Niger. 
In case of there being only one medical officer present with any regi- 
ment thus situated, this duty must be assigned to a careful non-com- 
missioned officer. 

Regiments embarked in men of war will leave the sick under the care 
of the surgeon of the ship, who will be entitled to the allowance esta- 
blished in such cases. If necessary, a small proportion of orderly men 
may be left with the sick, to be selected from the convalescent men. 
Regiments that have women will employ nurses in lieu of orderly men. 
The women are positively prohibited from landing, on any pretence 
whatever, until the commanding officers of corps 'have obtained the 
Commander in Chief's express permission for that purpose. 
" More detailed instructions, relative to the artillery, engineers, and 
commissariat, will be communicated to the respective officers at the 
head of each of those departmejits. 

In the first instance, the troops will not have it in their power to 
bring forward their tents, but the ground on which the army, or any 
considerable detachment of it halts, must be taken up regularly, the 
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usual guards and picquets mounted, and patroles sent out in different 
directions. 

Every officer occupying a post, of whatever nature, will esteem it his 
first duty 'to patrole in the neighbourhood, in order to asc^tain tiic 
nature of the country, the avenues that lead to it, and the means of 
stiengthening it. 

All horses, mules, or camels, taken or found, are to be taken as soon 
as possible to the commissary general for the public service, nor is any 
individual to purchase or appropriate any horse, mule, or camel, until 
permission is given. 

The Commander in Chief has had much satisfaction in observing the 
behaviour of the troops in their transactions with the inhabitants during 
the stay of the army at Marmorice ; he trusts that a continuation of the 
same regular conduct will merit that approbation which he will at dl . 
times be anxious to bestow upon themj every instance of an opposite 
conduct will be punished in a most exemplary manner. 

It will be the duty of officers of every rank to point out to the soldiers 
the evils they will expose themselves to, by a neglect of discipline and 
good conduct. 

The manners, customs^ and religious opinions of the inhabitants are 
to be most rigidly respected, and the severest punishment will await those 
who give just cause of offence in those particulars. 

Straggling from camp, or lagging behind on a march^ are to be strictly 
prohibited, and officers are enjoined to prevent it. Plundering and ma- 
rauding will expose the offenders to suffer immediate deatk 

Officers are strictly enjoined to employ every means, and use every 
precaution in their power, for the preservation of the health of the troops 
under their command. 

The utmost vigilance will be expected from officers in situations of 
active duty, whether at the out-posts, or more immediately with the 
army. 

Reports to head quarters, or to the general officers on whom they 
depend, must be made with as little delay as possible, but without 
precipitation, and if possible not till the subject of them has been tho- 
roughly examined. 
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The circumstances under which it is probable the army will be called 
upon to act, will require that the exertion of every individual should 
concur to enforce the most exact discipline, the most rigid oeconomy in 
the consumption of provisions, fuel and water, and to diminish, as much 
as possible, the labour of the soldier: with these objects before them, so 
important and so essential to the success of the expedition, the Com- 
mander in Chief is confident that oiSicers will not repine at any tempo- 
rary inconvenience they may feel, or regret any privation they may un* 
dergo, but will, on the contrary, animate by their example the soldiers 
under their command to a similar conduct. , 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Head Quarters^ Marmorice^ 
H. M. S. Kent, February IQ/A, 1801. 

THE general officers will be pleased to call to 
their recollection the regulations relative to the field duties of the army 
of date 20th August, 1799, and enforce their respective brigades to a 
due observance of them. The duties of the army will be done as much 
as possible by regiments. The corps who are next in tour of duty 
will consider themselves liable to be called upon, to support in the first 
instance those actually on duty; they will in general therefore not be 
detached. 

The nature of the duties will depend upon the circumstances under 
which the army may be placed. 

On the arrival of the army however on the ground, where it is to 
encamp, the general officers commanding brigades will be responsible 
that the regimental quarter and rear guards are immediately mounted, 
that patroles are sent out in the neighbourhood of their respective en* 
campments, to ascertain the nature of the ground, and that the number 
of officers and men warned for public duty are paraded, and ready to 
march to their respective posts as soon as possible ; they will themselves 
patrole in the neighbourhood of the ground they occupy, and make a 
report thereupon to head quarters^ 

Besides 
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Besides such advanced posts as it may be found necessary to pfau^e in 
order to cover tlie array, picquets will occasionally be ordered irom each 
brigade for the security of-the camp. It will be the duty of the general 
officer commanding each brigade; to post them ; they will be commanded 
by the field officer of the brigade on duty for the day; in general^ they 
will be drawn in an hour after sun-rise ; the hour at which they are to be 
withdrawn, however^ must be general for the whde army, and will be 
ordered from head quarters. 

Inlying piquets will occasionally be directed to mount* When the 
duty is doneby regiments, the inlying piquets will turn out, in case of 
alarm, at the head of their own encampments, unless otherwise notified. 
If it should be necessary to do the duty promiscuously, the officers and 
men of the inlying piquets will remain in their own lines, and <in alarm 
post will be assigned for the picquets of each brigade, at which they will 
assemble. 

If it should be necessary to mount both outlying and inlying picquets, 
an additional field officQT per brigade will be on duty daily, unless other- 
wise directed in the general orders. 

There will be on duty daily a general officer of the day, a field officer 
per brigade, a captain and subaltern per regiment, an orderly subaltern 
per brigade at head quarters, and an orderly adjutant and quarter master 
per brigade. Mounted orderlies will only be permitted for the general 
officers of the day, or for such officers of the general staff of the army as 
it may hereafter be found absolutely necessary. 

In regiments furnishing adjutants and quarter masters, the subaltern 
of the day, or an officer named for that purpose in regimental orders, 
may be directed to do their duty with the corps. 

On all duties of fatigue, the utmost attention of officers will be re- 
quired, to maintain regularity, and to carry on the service with dispatch. 
As circumstances may require, the fatigue parties will be commanded 
by a field officer, or brigaded under different officers of that rank. 
When fatigue parties relieve-^ each other in the performance of the 
same piece of service, such as bringing forward provisions, guns, and 
stores, the relieving party will be stationed so as the least possible delay 
may take place. 

It will be a general rule, that men going on all detached duties, 
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whether with arms, or duty of fatigue, will carry with them their pro- 
visions ready cooked. 

When parties are ordered to march immediately, the field officer 
qf the day wiU, as soon as possible, report them to the general officer of 
the day. 

The majors of brigades and orderly adjutants will inspect all parties 
for duty. Men unfit, from whatever cause, to go on duty, will be sent 
back to their regiments, and others immediately sent in their place. 

In general, the field officer of the day will inspect all parties, whether 
with or without arms, that may be ordered, before they march off. 

The field Oif&cer of the day will go frequent rounds within the camp 
of his brigade, beth by day and night, and will, in hb report to the 
gen:eral 4>fficer of the day, specify the hours at which he visited the dif- 
ferent posts* . 

In case of outlying picquets being ordered for the security of the 
camp, under the field officer of the day, the additional field officer on 
duty, who will remain in camp to command the inlying piquets, will do 
this duty. 

The general officer of the day will visit, at such time as he shall see fit, 
the different guards or picquets posted for the security of the camp, and 
will be responsible that the duty is done correctly. 

General officers will encamp with their brigades, or have quarters im- 
mediately in the rear. 

"^ When the army is stationary, the relief of all the common duties will 
be at sun-set 

It will be a constant regulation, that all troops on actual duty with 
arms, whether at the advanced posts, or with the army, comprehending 
the inlying piquets, as well as the troops warned next for duty, shall 
(unless otherwise ordered) be under arms an hour before sun-rise. 
, The advanced posts of the army, distinct from such picquets as may 
occasionally be mounted for the security of the camp, will be put under 
the charge of an officer, named for that purpose, to whom instructions 
relating to them, and suited to circumstances, will be communicated. 
In general^ however, it b directed, that all such posts shall connect 
themselves by patroles, with each other, and avoid having any place 
unexplored, or suffering any break in the chain. Their advanced centinels 
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Mill in general be doubled. If attacked, or apprehensive of attack, they 
must acquaint the posts on each flank, and the nearest posts of the 
army in their rear. If forced to retire, they will on no account omit to 
acquaint the posts nearest them on either flank, and will always fall back 
on the army. 

No advanced post to move or detach to either flank, in order to sup- 
port another, unless ordered by a general oflScer so to do. 

These regulations apply not only to the permanent posts in front of the 
army, but also to such outlying piquets as may be posted for the more 
immediate security of the camp. 

The general and field officers on duty must make themselves masters 
ef the nearest and best communications foetifv^een the army and advanced 
posts, in order to be enabled to give immediate support where necessary. 
Every report made from tlie advanced posts to head quarters, is to be 
forwarded with the greatest dispatch; and any oflicer occasioning delay, 
will be called to a strict account. 

Deserters from the enemy, that may come in at any of the posts of 
the army, are to be forwarded immediately to head quarters, where 
they will be taken charge of by the provost marshal, or his guard, till 
examined. « 

Flags of truce will universally be stopped at the advanced posts till 
reported to head quarters, and orders are received respecting them. 

As soon as the disembarkation of the army is effected, a boat will be 
found near the shore with spare ammunition, which will be distin- 
guished by an ordnance flag, from which supplies can be procured when 
necessary. 

Admiral Lord Keith having signified to Sir R. Abercromby, that 
a battalion of marines, under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Smith, 
is to be landed to serve with the army, it will be attached to the' 3d 
brigade, and take post in the order of battle between the 50th and 79tb 
regiments. 

As the soldiers canteens have been out of use for some time, it will be 
necessary to take the precaution of having them filled with water some 
days previous to the disembarkation of the army; and commanding offi- 
cers of regiments are desired to give directions respecting this. ^ 

The sacks which have been seat on board ships of war with forage, 
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must be taken care of, and returned ^to the commissary general when 
the army lands. 

When the army disembarks, only one day's allbwance of spirits will be 
issued to the troops, and will be carried in the i^ear of the regiments.^ - 



Camp near Aboukir, March Qth, 1801. 

THE gallant behavioar of the troops in the action of yesterday, 
claims from the Commander in Chief, the wanneli praise liiat hecan 
, bestow; a»d it is with particular satis&ction, that he has observed 
their conduct, marked equally by ardent bravery, coolness, regularity, 
and order. 

Major Generals Coote, Ludlow, and Moore, and Brigadier General 
Oakes, who led on the troops that effected the landing, and were en- 
gaged, will be pleased to accept Sir Ralph Abercromby 's thanks, for the 
able manner in which they conducted the whole operation. 

The Commander in Chief has much pleasure in acknowledging the 
effectual assistance received from the navy on this occasion, in conse- 
quence of the judicious arrangements, directed by Admiral Lord Kjeith. 
And it is his intention to request his lordship to cpmmunipate his best 
thanks to Captain Cochrane of the Ajax, who superintended the disem- 
barkation, as well as to the officers and men employed under him on that 
service ; and to the officers and men employed in the gun-boat^ and 
a^med launches, that covered the landing. 

Sir Sydney Smith, the captains, officers, and men of the ships of war, 
who acted with the army on shore, will be pleased to accept Sir Ralph 
Abercromby 's thanks, for their activity in bringing up the field artillery, 
and for the intrepidity and zeal with which they s^cquitted themselves of 
the wholje service enti^usted to them. 



p P Aboukir 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 290 ) 

Aboukir Heights^ Wth Marchj ISOl. 

THE troops which have not received provisions to the 14tii instant^ 
are this day to complete tliemselves to that day inclusive. 

The main body of the army is considered, for the present, as forming 
three lines as follow. — 1st Kne. Brigade of Guards, Major General 
Coote's brigade, and Major General Finch's. — 2d line. Ms^or General 
Craddock's, and Major General the Earl of Cavan's. — 3d line. Briga- 
dier General Stuart's and Brigadier General Doyle's. 

The army will advance to-morrow morning, at eigtit o'clock, acconl* 
ing to die above order, each line forming two columns, the brigade of 
Guards marching from their right, and leading the first column : they 
will proceed along the road near the sea beach, leaving the redoubt of 
Mandora to their left, and will be directed on the flag-staff, about two 
miles in front of it. Fifty dragoons, from Major General Finch's bri- 
gade, wiH join the Guards. 

The mounted part of Major General Finch's brigade, followed by 
M^or General Coote's, marching also from the right, will lead the se- 
cond column ; they will proceed along the side of the lake, leaving the 
redoubt of Mandora to the right, and will be directed on a conspi- 
cuous green hill in front of Mandora. Lieutenant Colonel Murray 
will conduct them. The brigades on the right <rf the second and third 
lines will follow the Guards, and those on ^e left will &llow Major 
G-encral Coote's. 

As the Guards and Major General Rnch's brigade are already consi- 
4leraWy advanced, they will not move, until the head of Major General 
Coote's brtgade appears. Major General Finch will detach fifty dra- 
goows *o joiia tfee Ouards before they move. 

Each line will remain under the command of the senior general of- 
ficer, who will see that flanking parties are furnished to the above 
march. This will be chiefly done from the brigades of the rear line. 
As the ground on which the column of the right will have to proceed, 
beyond Mandora, is woody, the infantry will form the advanced guard ; 
the dragoons furnishing patroles and flanking parties. — ^The ground 
through which the left will move being open, the cavalry will form the 
advanced guard ; but Major General Coote will be extremely careful 
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to support them, if attacked. — ^Two of the six-pounders, now with the 
reserve, will remain at Mandora, on tlie right of the redoubt, until Bri- 
gadier General Stuart's brigade come up, when they will fall into the 
line of march- — ^Two of the six-pounders, from Major General Coote's 
brigade, will join Majoar General Craddock's this evening. 

Four twelve-pounders and two howitzers of reserve artillery will fol- 
low the advanced guard of each brigade. — ^The pioneers will open the 
r6ad for it, when necessary, and every assistance to the seamen will be 
given. — ^The dismounted part of the 12th light dragoons will form the 
rear guards of each wing, following Brigadier General Stuart's and 
Brigadier General Doyle's brigades. — ^The reserve will form the advanced 
guard of the army^ and will receive a particular disposition for their 
movements. 

The followers of the army, officers servants, and baggage, will fol- 
low the rear of the columns, where their respective regiments are. — 200 
men of the dismounted 26th light dragoons, under the command of 
Major Moore, will remain at Aboukir until further orders, and receive 
orders from Colonel the Earl of Dalhousie ; the remainder of the dis- 
mounted part of the 26th light dragoons, under the command of a field 
officer, will march to the depdt on the lake, relieve the guard there, and 
remain till further orders* 

As soon as the battalion of marines lands, Lord Dalhousie will order 
the eight battalion companies of the Queen's to join the army. He 
will detain at Aboukir the two flank companies, under his command, 
till further orders. — A dep6t of musquet-ammunition is forming at the 
lake, near the commissary generaFs dep6t. The men will fill their can- 
teens previous to marching. 



Campy four Miles frofn Alexandria^ 
lAth March, 1801. 

' THE Commander in Chief has the greatest satisfaction in thanking 
the troops for their soldier-like and intrepid conduct in the action of 
yesterday; he feels it incumbent on him particularly to express his 
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most perfect satisfaction with the steady and gallant cohduct of ^ Major 
Genwal Gr^ddock's brigade. And he desires that Major General 
Craddock will assure the officers and men of the 90th regiment, tha^ 
their meritorious conduct commands his admiration. To the 92d and 
regiment of Dillon's, an equal share of praise is due ; and when it has 
been so well earned, the Commander in Chief has the greatest pleasure 
in bestowing it. 

Sir Ralph Abercromby desires, that Lieutenant Colonel Smith, and- 
the battalion of marines, will accept his thanks, for their conduct in the 
course of the service of yesterday at the request of Lord Keith ; that 
corps will march this afternoon to Aboukir, and will place themselves 
under the command of Colonel the Earl of Dalhousie. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Can^ in Front of Alexandria^ 

March igrt, 1801. 

THE Commander in Chief trusts that the occur- 
rences which took place yesterday afternoon on the left will serve as a 
warning to officers commanding detachments not to precipitate them- 
selves with unguarded importunity into enterprizes without object or 
without use : they will do well to recollect, that in engaging rashly in 
such enterprizes, advancing without* proper support, or pursuing advan- 
tages beyond what occasion demands, or prudence warrants, they risque 
the lives of valuable men and themselves to failure. 

No officer is on any account to carry out detachments or picquets, * 
without acquainting the general officer of the day, and obtaining his 
sanction, or having authority from head quarters so to do. 

Patroles as well as fixed posts will be very particular and expeditious 
in their reports, stating the circumstances as they occur, or the ap- 
pearance before them minutely. 
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GENERAL ORDERS. 



[French] Head Quarters^ Alexandria^ 
20th March, 1801. 

THE army will attack the English to-morrow. 
The whole of the troops will, in consequence, be under arms at three 
o'clock precisely, without beat of drum, or any kind of noise whatever, 
at two hundred paces in front of the present camp, beyond the gate of 
Rosetta. 

The general attack will commence an hour and a half before day- 
break, that is to say, at half past four o'clock. The army will form in 
the following 

Order of Battle. 

The division Reynier, composed of the I5thand 85th demi-brigades, 
will incline its right towards the bridge upon the canal of Alexandria^ 
in front of the camp. 

The division of Friant, composed of the 25th, 6lst, and 75th demi- 
brigades, will be on the left of the division Reynier. 

To the left of the division Friant, and consequently to die centre, 
will be the column under the command of General D'Estaing, com- 
posed of the 21st demi-brigade, two companies of the 25th, and the 
Greek grenadiers. This column is intended for the advanced guard. 

To the left of the column D'Estaing will be the division Rampon, 
composed of the 32d demi-brigade, and of three companies of carabi- 
niers, belonging to the second light battalion. This conjointly with 
the column of D'Estaing will form the centre of the army. 

The division of Lanusse, composed of the 4th, 1 8th, 69th, and 88th 
demi-brigades, will be to the left of the division Rampon. This division 
will extend its left to the sea. 

It results from this order, that the divisions of Reynier and Friant 
will form the right wing, tlie divisions of D'Estaing and Rampon the 
centre, and the divisions of Lanusse the left wing of the army. 

A light corps will commence a false attack upon the left of the enemy, 
at the same time that the real attack begins. This corps wiU be com- 
posed of the corps of dromedaries, and of thirty cavalry. 

Three 
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Tliree hundred cavalry will be on the right of the anny beyond the 
canal to annoy tlie enemy, bj'^ continually throwing sharp shooters in 
front. This manoeuvre will commtoce with the false attack made 
by the dromedary corps, and they will be under the orders of General 
Reynier. 

The remainder of the cavalry of the army will form in rear of the 
centre. 

The artillery of reserve will be in the rear of the cavalry, and in their 
rear will be the guns. 

The grand attack will be made by the right wing of the army, under 
the command of General Lanusse, and by the centre, commanded by 
Generals Rampon and D'Estaing : they will advance to the redoubt in 
front of their position, and carry it by the bayonet ; at the same time 
the right wing of the army, commanded by General Reynier, will keep 
back a little, until the left of the army be warmly engaged. The centre 
will support the left ; the right will then advance rapidly, attacking and 
overthrowing every thing that it finds opposed to it. 

When the positions on the right and centre of the enemy are carried, 
and all the first line broken, it wall perhaps be necessary that the French 
army should form again for the attack of their second line, the sharp 
shooters alone excepted. 

This movement upon the second line of the enemy, will be com- 
menced by the left wing, which will keep back a little its right, endea- 
vouring to turn the flank of the enemy. The centre will follow this 
movement, and the right wing will keep in check the whole of the 
enemy's left. The design of movement is^ to drive the English inta 
Lake Maadie. 

General Roize, commanding the cavalry, will watch every move- 
ment of the enemy, and take advantage of every favourable circum- 
stance, as well as of the nature of the ground, to advance and destroy 
all that have been thrown into confusion by the infantry. General 
Jongie will also be attentive to employ the artillery usefully. It will 
be necessary to keep an eye on the gun-boats on the flanks of the 
enemy, and perhaps even that he should disperse them with some twelve 
pounders. 

Generals of division will employ both their battering and field artil- 
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lery in the manner which may appear most advantageous. This relates 
also to the general commanding the cavalry. 

The generals of division will form the heads of their columns of at- 
tack, as well as their second line, in the manner which they shall judge 
most to advantage. 

The general in chief will attend ta every point, to give the necessary 
orders^ in case any new circumstances should arise. 

Menou, General in Chief. 
La Grange, Chief of the Staff. 



Head Quarters, near Alexandria^ 
"Ast March, 1801. 

AS it is possible the enemy may be desperate enough to make a night 
attack, Major General Hutchinson is under the necessity of requesting 
that the troops may remain with their accoutrements, and lie in their 
blankets, in the position they are to occupy in case of an attack.—— 
General officers will take care not to throw away fire during the dark, 
but to use the bayonet as much as possible ; at the same time they must 
be fully aware that tl>ey are not to follow the enemy, or quit the position 
which Aey occupy- Should an attack take place, it is hoped that the 
greatest silence, order, and regularity, may be observed. 

The troops must be fully conscious of the glory they have already 
acquired, and of their superiority over an enemy, whom they have so 
often beaten ; but at the same time, prudence and discipline must he 
strongly recommended and enforced. With a little caution, the British 
army in Egypt will find that they are invincible. 



Head QuarterSy March 2Ath,\Q0\. 

MAJOR General Hutcbkison has xecelved instructions from the 
Commander in Chief, to thank the whole of the troops, for their con^ 
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spicuous and brilliant conduct in the action of the 21st instant; a con- 
duct, which has dismayed an insolent enemy, has raised the glory of 
their country, and established their reputation for ever. To Major Ge- 
neral Moore, Brigadier General Oakes, and the reserve, no acknow- 
ledgments are sufficient. Major General Moore has considerably added 
to the essential service he has already rendered to the army; and the 
Commander in Chief hopes, that both he and Brigadier General Oakes 
will soon be enabled to resume their situations, which they have sus- 
tained so honourably to themselves, and so usefully to the public. 

The 28th and 4id regiments made the noblest stand against a supe- 
rior force. Colonel Paget is entitled to the highest degree of applause. 
The support given to the reserve by Brigadier General Stuart, of the 5th 
brigade^ was as gallant as it was prompt, and entirely confirmed the 
fortunate issue of that brilliant day. Major General Ludlow and the 
brigade of Guards will also accept the thanks of the General, for the 
cool, steady, and soldier-like manner, in which they repulsed the attack 
of the enemy's column. 

Major General Hutchinson has sincerely to regret, that a wound 
though not dangerous, has deprived the army, for a moment, of the 
presence of their Commander in Chief, who, in all the different actions, 
was the first to lead them to danger and glory. 

The army will judge of the feelings of General Hutchinson by their 
own. It will, however, considerably diminish their regret, when they 
are informed, that the superintending care of the Commander in Chief 
still watches over them, and that the most sanguine hopes are enter- 
tained, that he will soon be restored to perfect health, and resume those 
functions, which he has already exercised in a manner, which entitles 
him to the gratitude of his country, and to the admiration of those gal- 
lant men, whom he has had the good fortune to command. The army 
has been deprived of the temporary services of Brigadier General Hope, 
by a wound which he received in the late action. The general regrets 
much the absence of that gallant, judicious, and excellent oflftcen 
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Memorandum for Colonel Stewart. 

6th May\ rsoi . 

COLONEL Stewart will hold his corps in readiness to march to- 
morrow morning, at half after five o'clock, and he will move as iSoon as 
he sees the army hegin to quit their ground. 

He will march with the British nearly on the line with the Turkish 
advanced guard, part of which will probably extend to the river: if 
not, Colonel Stewart will be able to observe their march along the 
plain. 

The present intention is, that the army shall proceed to the calisk 
or canal of Alexandria. Colonel Stewart will therefore push on to the 
most favorable ground, nearly on that one; he will of course be very 
near to Rhamanieh, and he may advance the Amauts so as if possible 
to cut off the retreat of the enemy's gun-boats and germs; and if by 
meeting this night, or earlier in the morning. Colonel Stewart judges 
that that object would be accomplished without risking the troops, he 
is at liberty to make the attempt. 

A proportion of flat boats for crossing troops is directed to accom- 
pany the army : the officer in charge of them will inform Colonel Stew- 
art where they are stationed. 

Colonel Stewart will be careful to place centries on any germs which 
fall into his hands, and will be pleased to exert himself as much as pos- 
sible to procure a number to hire for the service of the commissary. 

Robert Anstruther, Lieutenant Colonel, 
Quarter- Master-General. 



Camp near El Hamedy 
4th May, 1801. 

THE corps under the command of* Colonel Stewart consists of the 
89th regiment, 20 British cavalry, and a body of Amauts, amounting 
to nearly 1500 men. 

QQ 4th. 
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4th May. Tliey will pass the river this day, at one o'clock, and pro- 
ceed to the canal of Berimbal, where they will take post . The village of 
Berimbal will be occupied by a detachment of Arnauts, and some dra- 
goons as an advanced post. 

5 th ditto. Colonel Stewart will hold his corps in readiness to march 
to-morrow morning, at seven o'clock. The cavalry a:nd a detachment 
of Amauts will form the advanced guard, which may precede the main 
body half an hour: the rest of the Amauts will follow, and after them 
the British infantry. 

Colonel Stewart will move when the head of the column, marching 
on this side the river, approaches the village of Mehallot, and will con- 
tinue to regulate his march by it 

5th ditto. Colonel Stewart will halt when his main body reaches the 
canal in front of Montubis, his advanced guard occupying Shimshery. 
He will remain there until he receives further orders. If directed to take 
post, he will send a detachment to occupy a small height on his left, and 
will send patroles along a road or path which leads froni thence towards 
Foua. 

If directed to advance, Colonel Stewart will proceed to Sindion with 
the main body, taking post there in the most advantageous situation, 
and covering his posts by strong piquets of Amauts pushed along the^ 
river and in the direction of Foua. 

4 Turkish guns with horses. 
V Six pounders 1 
2 R. howitzers /British, 
2 M. 12 pounders 3 
are allotted to this corps. The light artillery will remain in the boats, 
until Colonel Stewart orders them to disembark. The road will hardly 
admit of their moving, till the corps reaches Shimshery. The 12 pounders 
will not be landed until a battery is formed for them. 

Colonel Stewart will press bullocks for the conveyance of his artillery, 
giving to the Sheiks receipts for what he takes. 

Captain ChoUet and Lieutenant Marley, of the quarter master gene- 
ral's staff, will accompany this column. Guides will be provided in the 
villages through which the troops pass. 

Robert Anstruther, Lt. Col. Quarter Master General. 
*====■ Foudroyantf 
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Foudroyanty Bay of Aboukir, 
SiE, 5th July, 1801. 

I AM commanded by the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty 
to acquaint you, that they have observed with much satisfaction^ 
your spirited and judicious conduct, in the important operation of 
landing so large a body Of men under such disadvantageous circum- 
stances in Aboukir Bay, on the 8th of March last;, and have been 
directed to make a particular communication of their lorddbips ap- 
probation to you, which is a task the more acceptable to me, as I was 
so peculiarly sensible of the fruits of your exertions, and personally 
witnessed the zeal, activity, and intrepidity, with which that important 
charge was executed by yoU. 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your most obedient 

humble servant. 
The Honourable Captain Cochrane, Ajax. . Keith. 



Camp, before Alexandria, 
August 5th, 1801. 

THE battalion of Marines will hold themselves in readiness to em- 
bark at the shortest notice; in consequence of which they are to be 
struck off the list of public duties. 

Major General Finch, in taking leave of Lieutenant Colonel Smith 
of the battalion of Marines, requests them to accept his warmest thanks 
for the order, regularity, zeal, and attention, that have uniformly 
marked their conduct during the time he has had the hoiiour to com- 
mand them in the first brigade. And he shall be happy on all occasions, 
to bear testimony to their merit, in the correct performance of every 
part of their duty which has come under his observation. 



Q Q 2 Camp 
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M. G. C. • O. Campy before Alexandria^ 

August 2dy 1801. 

PREVIOUS to the junction of the part of the army under the hn- 
mediate order of Lieutenant General Sir John Hely Hutchinson with 
this division, Major General Coote feels himself bound to express in 
the strongest terms, his best thanks for the zeal, activity, and un- 
remitting attention shewn by the troops, seamen, and marines under 
his command, upon all occasions. He therefore takes this opportunity 
of testifying to them, how much he feels himself obliged for the readi- 
ness and alacrity with which they have at all times obeyed and even 
anticipated, any wish or order, which it might have been necessary to 
issue. 

It will always be with much pleasure, that the general will bear a 
testimony, of the uniform good conduct and behaviour of the troops 
he has had the honor to command during a long and harrassing period 
of three months, which reflects the highest credit upon every individual. 



GENERAL ORDERS. 

Camp before Alesandria^ 

August Qthf 1801 . 

THE army will be brigaded a* follows. 

Brigade of Gu^dst* 
M^or General Earl of Cavan 
Brigade Major Carey 

1 St Brigade ^f the Line. 
Major General Ludk>w c 25 th, 44th~lst and 2d battalions 

Brigade Major Ramsay * of the 27 th. 

2d Brigade. 
Major General Finch r26th Regiment. 

Brigade Major Popham i 1st and 2d battalion 54th. 

3d Brigade. 
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3d Brigade. 

rsth Regiment 
Brigadier General Hope J I8th ditto. 
Brigade Major Napier 1 79th ditto. 

[goth ditto. 

4th Brigade. 
'Stuart's. 
Brigadier General Stuart 
Brigade Major Misset 



Brigadier General Doyle 
Brigade Major Doyle 



De Rollers. 

Dillon's. 

Watteville's. 

5tb Brigade. 

'30th Regiment. 
50th ditto. 
89th ditto. 
g2d dittow 

6th Brigade. 
Brigadier General Blake r 1st and 2d battalions 20th Regt. 

Brigade Major Chatterton C 24th, and Ancient Irish Fencibles. 

Reserve. 

JQueen's— 23d— 28th--42d— 58th 
40th Flank' Companies 
Rifle Corps 
Brigade Major Groves I Corsican Rangers 

(.Chasseurs Britanniques 
There will be no movement of the troops in consequence of this ar- 
rangement, they are to do duty as this day brigaded. 

The following corps are to remain at Rosetta till further orders. 
Cavalry, 12th dragoonjs — 22d- ditto — and 11th troop, the 13th regi- 
ment, an4 the whole of the field artillery attached to the division of the 
army encamped near Rosetta. 

August nth. The brigade of guards, Major General Ludlow's and 
Major General Finch's brigades, to hold themselves in readiness to move 
at the shortest notice, in which event all the heavy baggage will be left 
behind. 

15th. 
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15th. Major General Coote is to command the corps under orders 
for immediate service. 

The regiments under the command of Major General Coote will 
strike their tents to morrow morning at six o'clock, and carry them 
immediately^ to the place where the boats are assembled, tsuch part of 
it as cannot be sent away in the first instance, will be left there under 
charge of a small guard until the boats return, when it will be forwarded 
to the troops. 



GENERAL MORNING ORDERS. 

August iQthy Ism. 

THE corps which are ordered to embark uiwier 
the command of Major General Coote, will move to the rear at threic 
o'clock this afternoon, to the ground which will be shewn to each bri- 
gade by an officer of the quarter-master-general's department: at the 
same hour, Brigadier General Hope's brigade will march to the ground 
now occupied by the guards. Brigadier General Doyle's to that between 
the present encampment of the guards and the lake. The two batta* 
lions of the 20th regiment and the Ancient Irish Fencibles will form the 
second line to Brigadier General Doyle's brigade. 

GENERAL ORDERS. 

THE troops under the orders of Major General 
Coote will begin to embark this evening at 7 o'clock from the depdt 
on the canal 

The boats will be arranged in three divisions. 

The brigade of guards will embark in the division of boats on the 
right, which will be under the superintendance of Captain Campbell 
of the royal navy. 

Major General Finch's in the centre division, under the superintend- 
ance of Captain Schomberg of the royal navy, -and Major General 
Ludlow's brigade in the left divison, under the superintendance of 
Captain HiUiare of the royal navy. 

MAJOR 
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MAJOR GENERAL COOTE'S ORDERS. 

THE several brigades under the orders of Major General Coote will 
give in embarkation returns as soon as possible to Captain Farquharson 
Acting Adjutant General. 

The troops will on no account whatever load in the boats, they will 
keep the utmost silence, and in every particular observe the same regu- 
larity and good order as they have done on all former occasions. 

The debarkation of the troops will take place as follows: 

Rifle corps, brigade of guards, Major General Finch's and Major 
General Ludlow's. 

The rifle corps will as soon as landed occupy the heights in their front. 

Major Cookson will make the necessary arrangements for the artillery, 
attaching two field pieces to each brigade in the first instance, and dis- 
eoibark the remainder as soon as he possibly can. 

The general officers will order a certain portion of men to assist in 
drawing the guns. 

The soldiers will carry four days provisions ready cooked, agreeable 
to the orders of yesterday, and one day^s spirits will be issued, the other 
three to be carried in breakers in charge of the quarter masters of corps. 

Commanding officers of regiments will issue the strictest orders, to 
be particularly careful of the water, and each man to embark with hia 
canteen filled. 

The quarter and reaJ: guards, also a picquet of a captain and 60 rank 
and file, to be warned previous to the embarkation of the troops by each 
corps. 



August 17, Camp upon the Heights near Marabou. 

THE troops will occupy the ground that wiU be pointed out to them 
to night at four o'clock by the deputy quarter master general. 

Each brigade will furnish a field officer for picquet The troops will 
lie upon their arms during the night. The 2d ))attalion of the 54th 
regiment will remain on the beach. 

Water is found oh the left of the 27 th regiment. The troops witt be 

under amis to morrow morning at half past three o'clock. 

Augusi 
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whole of the troops in the affair of this day, he is most parti cular?y'fttifg6j* 
in tlfe ojipoilianitybf exp^^singiil* Vam he 

harfetfeiVftfrfi-onifhe ^eKcM^^^iiTiStt'm comAat[d;'6i^iJuiirBe 
pfeised tb'iCcept his hist acfcAoiwledgiteifents; I'bt'ttiei^giirlarilj^ ^nd pVe- 
ctsiott wftli ^tcfilhey eiLihlferf'tficiiTcJipectivc cdRiihn^. "^fe^bniri< 
of the day fell on the artillery under the command of Major Cooksbn 
and advantcti borpis, ij^b iiSed every exerti6n"aiiB' sHcwefl'inuch'disci- 
plitie; ''' ';y-- ^ ' -. • - •'-;-' '\ -^'^ ^'["^^^-^^ -' "•^■ 
Hie assistance ^he major gieneraT Eas recenned Yfotn'lL.reut6n^t Co- 
Icfrier^uiicdil, deputy quarter master genei-al, and'Captaiti ^ar^uharson^, 
assistiVit Adjutant general/ irpoh 'every occasion, calls for die "geu^rafs 
mofetperffect approbation. • ' ' ' ' '^'^'^ *' . ^ «-*••*• 

MAJiOR^G«heff&r Cocrte haft gteat pteftsAtfe tb cxf>r^s^ hi^'bttitTfliatiks^- 
td' JjietftMiatetC6lott«l Dsfrby ind fi«t battalioii 54th'fegWrenf.'f!!)r ftitif 
imrtniittingiseftl and atteiitioft chtring Ae attadk^ oti fife fctif&rflfa^-'^ 
boKj'attd ivftieh so cbnsid^ftbly ^ccelerattd its Mf tfo MajtWrt^otJlc^bif' 
and tlM officciia df ifie ftfyil artillery under his contmand, ilko tb Caf taiti 
Ford, chief engineer, the major general feels himself much in(!febt^tf^r 
th^? fcffcctual exertions and judicious anangerirentl ' ' 



CopiE ^fe /^ Lettre icritepar le GSnSral^EryxiE.ky auGj^n^raie/i Clfef 

"\^ ""■ Menou. '• " ' • '^«, 

Arritee au Caire , 

Ze Ghieral de division Reynier au GSnizrdJtftGki^^M'mibtnyj *' * 

VOUS n'Uvez pa^ bi«n pens^, Qtoyen gfcn^ral,^r6itim'kiue Votis Wez 

donn4 pburihe fair© arrtter et parth- sui-'l€ bVick leLotf?f" ^ 'M - '1 ^•^*^' 

Vpus A^vez pas soiig^ ftux suites qu'iiii ticte 'ftnisi: ih^ftftfe dtiit a^r 

pour rarm^e et pour vous, etil'indigtiatioii gin^alc quil cxcitfefa. '^ ^ *' 

Votrc 
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Votre conduite indigne est d&jk connue ea Europe; le& faits parlent, 
et servent seuU k vous juger. Vous avez cru empdcher de faire con* 
noitre au gouvcrnement tout ce qui s'est pa386 et la veritable situation 
de l*ann^. 

Vous aves ititrigu6 inutilement dans la vcwme, pour que le b&ti-* 
ment parti du Marabou, ne porte pasde mes lettres. dependant, ilem-^ 
porte des lettres trfes-d^taiU^es, que j'ai Sorites au Premier Consul: cc 
n'est pas un officier de marine qui a'en est chngt, mais un homme de 
r^quipage. 

Buonaparte craignoit probableiilent, que vous ne fissiez le» sottises, 
qui ont caus6 les malheurs de rarm^, puis qu'il m'avoit nonun^ lieu^ 
tenant g^n^ral» et envoy^ cet ordre par r»de-de-camp Clement, pris 
par les Anglais, Vous en aviez probablement ve^u Tannonce par le 
Lodi, mais par une jalousie infilme^ vous Vaves cachi6. Cette mhne 
jalousie, accompagn6e de haine et d'autres motifs, vous ont emptehq 
d'^couter mes conseils sur les di^Misitions militaires. Si vous. les aviez 
suivis, I'arm^ serait couverte de gloire, au lieu de se voir r6duilie k la 
situation la plus deplorable, oik vos sottises journalises la jMT^cipitenL 
Si j'ai r6sist6 k tousles d^goAts dont vous m*avez ^prouv^, et si je n'ai 
pas cherch6 k partir pour France, c'est que j'sd tQujours esp^e d'etre, 
utile k Tarmte: s'il arrive des secours, Buonaparte m'enverra sftitment 
des ordres; que dira-t'-il de mon depart? Peisonnellement^ je devrais 
desirer d'etre ^loigni d'un spectacle d'op^ratioos aussi d6go<ltantes que 
les v6tres, des communicationsavec un honune que je m^prise sinc^rement 
. Ma conduite ici est, et sera connue; ainsique mes services passes. Je 
suis bien assur^ qu'arrivd en France, je ne recevrai que des 61oges, vous 
y serez traits comme vous le m6rite;i?* 

Je vous avois annonc6 ce qui vient d'arriver au camp de Rhamanieh. 
Vous n'avez pas voulu m'^couter plus que sur les ^vinemens pr^c^dens. 
Je vous pr^viens actuellement que le G6n^ral Belliard, r6uni an G6n6ral 
Lagrange, ne sera peut-£tre pas assez fort pour battre le Visit, et finira 
par £tre forc6 dans le Caire. 

Ici toutes ks troupes sont camples et retranch£es contre tous les 
bons principes militaires, dans peu elles seront attaqu^es, et avec de la vi* 
gueur; les Anglais pourront profiter d'un moment pour forcer les pre* 
mitres enceintes d'Alexandrie. Les ouvrages de la place sont n6glig^ 

B R pout 
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pour des travaux inutiles^ Vous devriez ftong6r {>articuliereineiit & la 
redojtito deX]!l^patre/et jt^qellepris la Porte de Pomp^e, les armer, et y 
placer des troupes pour soutenir la retraite, si le catnp est forc& 

Ce qu-iittporte le plus actuellementy c'est de faire une bontie r^is^ 
taac^ it Aka;andrie; Lfexp6dkion- sera iaatile^ aux Aaglais;, taot qu'ils 
n'auMntpMcette place: et f^isant 4bb bops travaux et^pla^aat biaa 
toutes les troupes, on peut s'y 4efendre long-terns. Si les negocialioM 
aout eiit^m6es^ on pent d'iin moment k Tautre eqp^rer rannoaoe d'un 
trait^^ mais songez que les approvisionnemeats d'Alexandrie 6pat biea 
foibles, et quULnefaut pas attepdre, que* rbotmeur ^ I'^nq^ soit un 
fois compi:omia.parune:ca|iitulatian avilissante* 

Vou&av^si i6tajl»U. un regime semblable k celui de 93, inconnD.jusqHf^ 
prdseqt dans toutes les arm^. Par un-^it^emeatjocoocavable ^ 
&ire toutes esp^cea de sottises, Toua ares conduit Parm^ie i un ^tat 4^ 
plorable. . ^ , 

Les militaires de bons sens et jusqu'aux soUatSi- ^oo^t y<i$r£uttes: 
mais ny voyant pasxle remMe, et contenus par les liens dp la disfciffliinei 
lis se taisent; d'antrea intimid^ par toutes les atrocit6S| a'osent ecu- 
miner leur situation ; un bien petit nombre est asses vil^ et ignoiaiU 
pour les approver; mais prenez garde k Texplosion, qui est terrible lors^ 
qu'on. a iti fortement oppdm^ Craignex-la pour vous et Tarm^; toutes 
vos intrigues pour rejetter vos fautes sur d'autres seront imitiles. 
L'honneur de Tarm^ sera veng^ : c'est vous*m^e qui avez procure la 
victoire aux Angkus, vous seul seres chai^ de toute ja honte. 

Je me tais sur vos proc^6i infiSlmes en vers moi. L'arm6e seroit heu/* 
reuse, st, comme moi, vous aviez moins song6 k ce qui vous eat person* 
nel, qu'^ la gloire de Tarmee, et aux int^rfits de la R^publique. 

This letter was sent by Reynier to his friends at Cairo, from one of 
whom a oc^y of it was taken,* and remained in the hands of Mn Rosetti> 
the Imperial GonsuL 
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MzMOJBLANDUMs for Lieute^ .i 

YOU wiUprooeed ^tfc the- detachment imder your ora^rS Wthc 
evttiing of the 20& inataiit to the - New \f elb, diitaiice abbiit devea 

The ifells are a little off the road, therefore be dareftil ntJt to pas* 
theh),' nor aHow ybur camels and baggage to mis» them. An officer*s 
parly 4s statiohed at the wells.\ On yotaratrlval thete, whicTh wHl be 
about eleven o*clockat night, )^<)U should n6t all^v your men to strag- 
gle c^eiUt^ or keep each other awafce, as a good night's rest will enable 
tfiem t6 xmAx the t march of the next night irith more alacrity. Iri the 
moraiBglialf aptnt^of wine should be issued to each man, ahd tlieir 
rice, which they must cook for that day and the following. 

Tfee'iften's cat¥toeni» should be filled with congu, orthe\v^terin which 
rtcb has befen bailed; «nd jUst previous to their marching, another half 
pint of wine should be given then^ to mix with their congu- The 
men she^Iilwbe'kept in their tents, »nd as quiet as possible during'the 
heat of the day. . : ,> . . . . 

^The xhnssecks or water bags wfilt be filled ^p at the iteUs, if-^ny 
shoukThave leaked out 

As you will find plenty of water at the wells; of course you will ttot 
use any of l*ie' water carried from this* Bixthe extromely careful of 
your musisecks, that they do n^t get damaged, pkrtioiikirly in lifting 
them on and off the camels, which ought to be^dnewith a tent pole; - 

On the evaftiog 0f the a 1st you Arill proceed h&lf-wayjto Mo^ilah, 
which is about thirty*three or thirty-four miles from the wells : there- 
fore ifyim stai^t iVom the 'H'cUs: at^ five^ fo'clo0k' in dier^ eveiing^ ^abd 
mait^h till tVelVd'at Aig^/ y«u wiH^harf^e^ nttMdied «eVeiited|i miles^aiid 
a half (at the rate of two miles and a half an hour), oj^ lialf "way «o 
Moiiah. You will halt tbere^ and in the morning issue half a pint of 
wine per man, and the rice, which was cooked the preceding day. No 
M'ater is to be had at this halting place ; you will therefore issu« to ^tfae 
troops and followers, from your casks and mussecks, a proportion of 

B R 2 M^ater. 
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waiter. Two gallons of water for each man is sent witih you, with an 
alldwance for leakage. You shonld therefore in the morning issue a 
gallon per man, and fill the canteens in the evening before you march. 
If you find you still have water to spare, you will issue it at your dis- 
<;reticni. On the evening of the 22d you will proceed to Moilah, where 
you will find an officer's party. Water and provisions are to be had 
there. You will indent on the commissary for two days provisions, to 
becarried with you, to serv€ on the way to Legaitte. 

If you find your men much fatigued, you may halt oneday and night 
at Moilah, and on the following evening you will proceed to the ad- 
vanced wells about nine miles beyond Moilah. There you will fill up 
your mussecks, and cook rice for the following day. Your next march is 
half way to Legaitte, which is about thirty-five miles from the advanced 
wells. You will take the same precautions and measures on this march as 
directed in that from the wells to Moilah ; for as there is no water until 
you arrive at^gaitte, you must carry your provisions cooked for one 
day, and ^be very careful of your water. Your next march is to Le- 
gaitte, where you find water and provisions. You may halt there a day 
and night, if you find it necessary. Your two next marches carry you 
to Ghinna, distance twenty-eight miles. 

Every halting day the camel drivers are to receive forty comasses for 
each camel. The deputy quarter master general will advance the mo- 
il^ if you require it — 450 comasses are equal to one dollar. You will 
. endeavour to conciliate the drivers as much as possible, lest they desert 
One head man will have the charge and direction of them, and you wiU 
give your orders through him. 

You will write to me from the New Wells, Moilah, and Legaitte, 
mentioning any inconveniencies or impediments you may have met 
with, and whether you halt, in order that the succc^ing divisions may 
be guided by it. You will find fresh meat at Moilah and Legaitte, which 
you will issue to your men, also spirits, as your wine must be used 
only on marching days. You have with you one gallon of wine for 
each European soldier, which is to be issued on marching days, at the 
^rate <$f one pint per man. 

You will endeavour to dissuade your men from drinking a great 

quantity 
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quantity of water, isrhich has been found very hurtful and weakening ; 
and when you are at those stations where water can be ha4, your men 
should be marched to the wells to £11 their canteens morning and even- 
ingy and no more should be allowed. At those places where they can*- 
not cook their victuals, they must be persuaded to eat what is cooked 
the day before, as they will not otherwise be able to perform Uie sue* 
•eeeding march through faintness and weakness. 

Route from Cossk to Ghinna. 



-Cossir to lihe New Wells 


11 


miles, 


, water may be had. 


Halfway to Moilah 


If 




ao water. 


Hoilah 


17 




water and provisions. 


Advanced wells 


9 




water. 


Half way to L^^tte 


19 




no water. 


Legaitte - 


19 




water and provisions. 


Baromba 


18 




water. 


'Ohinna ... 


10 




The NUe. 
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J. MONTRES&B, Lt. Col. 
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GAZETTES. * 

• ' . . . , > « » J. '"r- ' I I 

[ . . f ' • . .. »'t * .' (;.» I ..,. xt) ' i 'M/: ;•.: r.:. ^»ii 

The folhwing Difpatck, addrtsaed to the Right \Mw^ HtntjfjOmid^ 

was received on the gth of Mai/yieoi^ at the Office of the Right Hon.. 

LordHobartj one of hie M^sty'^PriMiptftSedretarieextfStateyfrcm 

Generai Sir Ralph Aberarombif,K.B. Commander i» Ghi^j^hisMa- 

Jesty's Troops serving in the Mediterraneau. , s^v, « / -j ii • j ;; 

. Camp before Alexandria, Match l^/^ 16D1. 

SIR, ; . . .... l.,v: .''. 

ALTHOUGH it wts ntA origin^Qf my intentioii to have aonoieniQed 
the operations of the Britbh army in Egypt on this side of Alisuntdna^ 
yet circumstances ardse that induciied me to change my opinifukf Me 
were much longer delayed on the €OMt of Asia Minor than we had ^t 
first any reason to apprehend ; and \^e were ultimately obliged to sorl 
from Marmorice in a very imperfect state of preparation. I am fiiBy 
sensible of the exertiolU of his Majesty's Ambassador at th6 Ottoman 
Porte, as well as of the quarter master general, and the other officer* 
who were sent forward to provide for the necessities of the army. Our 
<lelays originated from other causes. For a considerable time previou* 
to our sailing, the weather was extremely boisterous, end the winds 
contrary. The moment that it became practicable to sail with so large 
a fleet, Lord Keith put to sea ; we left Marmorice on the Q^d of Fe- 
bruary, and came in sight of Alexandria on the 1st of March. 

On the 2d the fleet anchored"m Aboukit Bay. Until the 7 di the 
sea ran high, and no disembarkation could be effected ; On that day 
every arrangement was completed, and on the 8th the troops forming 
the first division, consisting of the reserve, under the command of 
Major General Moore, the brigade of Guards, under the Hon. Major 
General Ludlow, and part of the first brigade, under tlie command of 
Major General Coote, got into the boats early in the morning : they 
had in general from five to six miles to row, and did not arrive at the 
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point of landing till ten o*clock. The front of disembarkation was nar- 
row; and a hill, which commanded the whole seemed almoil inacces- 
sible. The enemy wereAilly aware of our intention, were in force, and 
had every advantage on their side. The troops, however, notwith-^ 
standing their being exposed to a-very severe cannonade, and under 
the fire of grape shot, made good their landing, ascended the hill with 
an iiithdpidfty scarcely 'to bi pandleled, and forced the enemy to retire, 
leaving behind them seven piecci of artillery, and a number of horses. 
The troops that ascended the hiU'were the 23d regiment, and the (bur 
flank cofApunies of the 40t;h, unddr the command of Colonel Spencer, 
whose coolness and good condnct Major General Moore has mentioned 
to me in the highest terms of approbation. It is impossible to pass 
over the gdod order in which the 28th and 42d regiments landed, under 
the command of Brigadier General Oakes, who was attached to the 
feservie under Major G^eneral Moore : and the troops in general lost not 
a moment in remedying any little disorder which became unavoidable 
in a landing utider such circumstances. The disembarkation of the 
army continued on that and the following day. The troops which 
landed on the 8th advanced three miles tihe same day; and on the 12th. 
the whole army moved forward; and came within sight of the enemy, 
who 1^ formed on an advantageous ridge, with his right to the canat 
of Alexandria, and his left towards the sea. It was determined to at*^ 
tadk themtm the morning of the ISth, and in consequence the army 
marched in two lines by the left, with an intention to turn their right 
flank: The troops had not been long in motion before the^enemy de- 
scended frbm the heights on which they were formed, and attacked the 
leading bttgades of both lines, which were commanded by Major Gene- 
ral Craddocfc aikd Major General the Earl of Cavan. 

Thfcr QOth regimint formed the advanced guard of the first line^ and 
the 92d that' of theliecond; both battalions suiFered considerably, and 
behaved in such a manner as to merit the praise both of courage and 
disctpline; Major General Craddock immediately formed his brigade 
to n&eet tfie attack made by the enemy, and the troops changed theic 
positiion with a quidiness and' precision which did them the greatest 
honor. ^ The Temslinder of llie army folloANred so good an example,. 
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and were immediately in a situation not only to face but to tefel the 
encmj, . 

The reserve under the command of Major General Moore, which waa 
on the right, <m the change of the position of the army, moved on in 
column, and covered the right flank. The army continued to advance, 
pushing the enemy with the greatest vigour, and ultimately forci^ 
them to put themselves under the protection of the fortified h^ghts, 
which form the principal defence of Alexandria. It was intended to 
hav« attacked th^m in this their last- position;, fbr which purpose thr 
reserve, under the command of Major General Moon, which had remained 
in cohamn daring the whole of the day, waa brought forward, and the^ 
second line, under the command of Major General Hutchinson, ;marched 
to the left, across a part of Lake Mareotis, with a view to attack the 
enemy on both flanks: but on reconnoitring their position, and not 
being prepared to occupy it after it should be carried, prudence required 
that the troops who had behaved so bxavely, alid who were still willing 
to attempt any thing, however arduous, should not be exposed to a cer* 
tain loss, when the extent of the advantage could not be ascer^ined* 
They were therefore withdrawn, and now occupy a position with their 
right to the sea, and their left to the canal of Alexandria and Lake 
Mareotis, about a league from the town of Alexandria. I have the 
greatest satisfaction in raying, that the conduct of the Britidi ^d 
foreign troops, under my conunand, is deserving of the highest praise;, 
their courage and their discipline have been equally conspia9)us. To 
all the general officers I am indebted for their zeal and intdiigence* 
From the Hon. Brigadier General Hope, adjutant general, and Lieu- 
tenant Colonel Anstruther, quarter master general, I have received every 
testimony of zeal, and the most able assistance, in the operations of the 
army; aaofd to the other officers of the general staff I ftel obUgations. 
On the 8th, the arrangements made by Lord Keidi were Mch aa to enable 
us to land at once a body of 6000 troops. 

The H(m« Captain Cochrane, and those other captains and oflScers 
of the royal navy who weie mtrusted with the disenAarkatioo not only 
of the troops, but of the artillery, ammimitioD, provisions, and stores 
of all kinds, have exerted themselves in such a mamer as to claim the 
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va^mesytaokinowled^^etitf of the^vhole^anny. . Six- Sydnetyc.Smith^ and 
the other captains and officers of the navy under his command^ tiirho 
UAde&^ith theiark)s:>have bebniinddaMldgaU ibrwirdAngthe ser- 
viceiott-^hteh^they^^fe^aiiploy^. *' The ecteviy have ieft'a> $maU igsLV- 
T}B(mrAA^ukW'^di^le:^ ithas: been ineceflsui^y: to bring 41^ a fewpieces 
(#*h^vy (.artiltery^* atttd: Uiev^isr reamn %o believe that it; will speedily 

]Vfajo*s-Ma6^:Kams ail(tf>ftetolfer, of the royal engiaeers, who went 
dc^^t'n^ itii'tht Benelopet f(i]^ce to durvey the coast of Egypt, a** short 
1^& b<dfo#e^ w^^^tec^Jraih M were unfortunately BrnfjUzeA^ 

a sn^^'bb^ dh^^Abq^r^Bay^ the-fimnm* was killed, and tfac^ktMer 
tAl^tfpidsdUi^i ^0at^'d«iattwnioaitton with the fleet is at present kept up' 
by-nie^^'6^ the 'lake of Aboukir^ Wc have beea fi[>rtunate enough 
to find-f wfttar'iwiifiieieat foT <Jie supply of the army; and we begin* to 
derJfttsefcastippUed ftouft thecouritry. .... .^ 

\ I -hiiv«^flie''t»noi'- ti^ inclose herewith return of the killed: imd 
wduifded in<-t1l^actK>hs oiTthe 8th and 1 3th instant, together widi-a^re^ 
turfi trf'the artlltorjr taken from the enemy on those days. 
* . .♦ :.\r 'V .,i < ' ,1 hav^ the honor to b6, &c. &c. &c. r 

' ^ ' '^ ' ^ ' (Sigiied) ^ Ra. ABERCBOMBy; 

:• %..^{ ( : - . . ; - • * 

R S. '^i hiveifaad no laeieaDa of ascertaining the loss of the enemy ; but 
it must have, been considerable. . 

Total QD.the 8th. ^^officers, 4 serjeanto, 94 rank and file killed; 
26 ofi&eerB^- £4 Serjeants^ $ djfummers, 490. rank and file wounded; 
1 oiScdgf.l ^»»t i^dcuxomer, 32 rank and file, misaing. ■ . ^ 

TDtatefttfaeaathl .6o(fiiGerS| 6 Serjeants, l dnumner, 143 rank^nd 
file, ^1 iiofsos^; kitted; 66 oflSksers, 1 quarter master, 6i Serjeants, 
7 druflSfMfs; 946! riatlc/ ^d ^, d hojses^ /womided; 1, lankiand file 

. , ^^ ^ J^w^^nd Iron^Qrdnance captured pn 

Brass 'in Weftcl* iheasure-^1 twenty-six pounder, 1 eight pounder, 
dfottr-pbuiiders^ l4K-ihcH howitzer. ^ 

S S Iron- 
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Iron— 1 nine pounder, 1 six pounder : 1 ammunition-waggon, and a 
small quantity of shells, shot, and musquet ammunition. 

(Signed) B. Laws on. Brigadier General, 

Commanding the Royal Artillery; 

Four field pieces, with a quantity of ammunition, taken on the lath* 
(Signed) John Hope, Adjutant GeneraL 



Head Quarters^ Camp four Miles frotn Aiea*andria^ 
Sm, ^pril 5th, 1801. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that, after the affair of the 13th 
of March, the army took a position about four miles frOm Alexandria, 
having a sandy plain in their front, the sea on their right, and the 
canal of Alexandria (at present dry) and the lake of Aboukir on theii? 
left. In this position we remained without any material occurrence 
taking place till the 21st of March, when the enemy attacked us with 
nearly the whole of their collected force, amounting probably to 11,000 
or 1 2,000 men. Of fourteen demi-brigades of infantry which the French 
have in this country, twelve appear to have been engaged, and all their 
cavalry, with the exception of one regiment. 

The enemy made the following disposition of their army: General 
lanusse was on their left, with four demi-brigades of infantry, and a 
considerable body of cavalry, commanded by General Roize ; Generals 
Friant and Rampon were in the center, with five demi-brigades and 
two regiments of cavalry; General D'Estain commanded the advanced 
guard consisting of one demi-brigade, some light troops and a detach- 
ment of cavalry. 

The action commenced about an hour before day light, by a false 
attack on our left, which was under Major General. Craddock's com- 
mand, where they were soon repulsed. The most vigorous efforts of 
the enemy were however directed against our right, which they used 
every possible exertion to turn. The attack on that point was begun 
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uritlj great impej;uQsity by the Frppch infantry, sustained by a strong 
bp4y of cavalry, vho charged in column. They were received by our 
^roops with equal ardour, and the utmost steadiness and discipline. 
The content was ijnus}iaUy obstij^ate; the enemy were twice repulsed, 
and their cavalry ypre reppatedly mixed with our infantry; they at 
Jpngth retired, leaving a prodigious number of dead and wounded on 
the field. 

While this was passing on the right, they attempted to penetrate our 
qpijter with a colunju of infantry, who were also repulsed, and obliged 
to retreat with loss. The French, during the whole of the action, 
refused their right. They pushe4 forward, however, a corps of light 
J:rppps, supported by ^ body pf infantry and cavalry, to Jceep our left 
in checjc, which certainly was, at that tfipe the weakest part of our Une. 

We have taken about two hunjdred prisoners (not wounded), but it 
was impossible to pursue our victory, on account of our inferiority of 
cavalry, ^d because the Frpnch h^d lined the oppo3itp hill? with cjn- 
gpn, u^der which tjiey r/etired. JJTe also have sujQfered considerably; few 
inpffi geyere actions ^ave pver been fought; considering the number on 
both ^des. We have sustained an ipreparable loss in the person of our 
never-sufficiently-torbe-lamfented Commander in Cjaief Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby, who was mortally wounded in the action, and died on the 28th 
of March. I believe he was wounded early, but he concealed his 
situation from those about him, and continued in the field, giving his 
orders with that coolness and perspicuity, which had ever marked his 
cjiaracter, till long after the action was over, when he fainted through 
weakness and loss of blood. W&re it permitted for a soldier to regret 
Smy one who has fallen in the service of hijs country, I might be ex- 
cused for lamenting him more than any other person; but it is some 
l!X>n;solation to tho^ who tenderly loved him, that as his life was honor- 
j^Ue, so was his death glorious. His memory will be recorded in the 
fumals of his country — will be sacred to every British soldier, and em- 
balmed in the, recollection of a grateful posterity. 

It is impossible for me to do justice to the zeal of the officers, and to 
the gallantry of the soldiers of this army. The reserve, against whom 
the principal attack of the enemy was directed, conducted themselves 
with unexampled spirit They resisted the impetuosity of the French 
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infantry, and repulsed several charges of cavalry. Major General Moore 
was wounded at their head though not dangerously. I regret, how- 
ever, the temporary absence from the army of this highly valuable and 
meritorious officer, whose counsel and co-operation would be so highly 
necessary to me at this moment Brigadier General Oakes was wounded 
nearly at the same time, and the army has been deprived of the service 
of an excellent officer. The ^8th and 42d regiments acted in the most 
distinguished and brilliant manner. Colonel Paget, an officer of great 
promise, was wounded at the head of the former regiments; he has 
since, though not quite recovered, returned to his duty. 

Brigadier General Stuart and the foreign brigade supported the re- 
serve with much promptness and spirit ; indeed, it is but justice to this 
corps, to say, that they have, on all occasions, endeavoured to emulate 
the zeal and spirit exhibited by the British troops, and have perfectly 
succeeded. 

jMajor General Ludlow deserves much approbation for his conduct 
when the centre of the army was attacked : under his guidance the 
guards conducted themselves in the most cool, intrepid, and soldier-like 
manner; they received very effectual support by a movement of the 
right of General Coote's brigade. 

Brigadier General Hope was wounded in the hand ; the army has been 
deprived of the service of a most active, zealous, and judicious officer. 

The loss of the enemy has been very great; it is (Calculated at upwards 
of three thousand killed, wounded, and taken prisoners. General Roize, 
who commanded the cavalry, which suffisred considerably, was killed 
in the field. Generals Lanusse and Bodet are since dead of their wounds. 
I have been informed, that several other general officers, whose names I 
do not know, have been either killed or wounded. 

I cannot conclude this letter without solemnly assuring you, that 
in the arduous contest in which we are at present engaged, his majesty's 
troops in Egypt have faithfully discharged their duty to their country^ 
and nobly upheld the fame of the British name and nation. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) J, H. Hutchinson, 
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Head Quarters, Camp at Ferddm, 
Sib, July iBtky 1801. 

I HAVE received the Commander in Chief's directions to transmit 
to you a copy of the general orders issued by His Royal Highness the 
Duke of York on the I8th of May, together with the resolutions voted 
by the House of Lords on the 18th of the same month, which he requests 
you will publish to the troops under your command, with an extract of 
the orders of the 14th instant issued in the camp before Cairo, a copy of 
which is also enclosed herewith. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) J. Taylor, Deputy Adjutant General. 
To Major General Coote. 



Horse Gtuirds, May IBM, 180L 

THE recent events which have occurred in Egypt have induced his 
Majesty to lay his most gracious commands on His Royal Highness 
the Commander in Chief to convey to the troops, employed in thftt 
country, his majesty's highest approbation of their conduct* And at 
the same time his Majesty has deemed it expedient, that these his gra- 
cious sentiments should be communicated to every part of his amiy, 
not doubting that all ranks will thereby be inspired with an honourable 
spirit of emulation and an eager desire of distinguishing themselvejs in 
their country's service. Under the blessing of Divine Providence his 
Majesty ascribes the successes that have attended the exertions of his 
troops in Egypt to that determined bravery which is inherent in Bri^ 
tons. But his Majesty desires it may be most solemnly and most forci- 
bly impressed on the consideration of every part of the army, that it has 
been a strict observance of order, discipline, and military system, which 
has given its full energy to the native valour of the troops, and has^ 
enabled them proudly to assert the superiority of the national military 
character, in situations uncommonly arduous, and under circumstances 
of peculiar difficulty. 
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The illustrious example of their commander cannot fail to have made 
an indelible impression on the gallant troops, at whose head crowned 
with victory and glory, he terminated his honourable career; apd his 
Majesty trusts that a due contemplation of the talents and virtues, 
which he uniformly diplayed in the course of his valufiblp life, wijl 
for ever endear the memory of Sir Ralph Abercromby to the Britisli 

army. 

His Royal Highness the Commander in Chief, having thus obeyed 
his Majesty's commands, cannot forbear to aval} Jiimself of this oppor- 
tunity, of recapitulating the Reading features of a series of operations so 
honourable to the British arms. 

The boldness of the approach to the coast of Aboukir, in defiance of 
a powerful and well-directed artillery; the orderly formation upon the 
beach, under the heaviest fire of grape and musquetry; the reception 
and repulse of the enemy's cavalry and infantry ; the subsequent charge 
of our troops, which decided the victory, and established a footing on 
the shores of Egypt, are circumstances of glory never surpassed in the 
military annals of the world. 

The advance of the army oii the I3tji of March towards Alexandria 
presents a spectacle of a movement of infantry through en open cova- 
try, who, l)eing attacked upon their march, formed^ and repulsed th/e 
enemy ; then advanced in line for three miles, engaged along their whole 
front, until they drove the enemy to seek his safety under ike protection 
of his entrrached position; sach had been the order and regularity of 
the advance. 

Upon the 2 1st of March, the united force of the Frendi in Egypt 
attacked the position of the British army. An attack began an hour 
before day-light could derive no advantage over the vigilance of an 
army, ever ready to receive it; the enemy's most vigorous and repeated 
efforts were directed against the right and centre. Our infantry fought 
in the plain, greatly inferior in the number of their artillery, and un- 
aided by cavalry. They relied upon their discipline and courage. 
The desperate attacks of a veteran cavalry, joined to those of a nu- 
merous infantry, which had vainly stiled itself invincible, were every 
where repulsed; and a conflict the most severe terminated in one of the 
most signal victories which ever adorned the annals of the British nation* 

In 
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In bringing forward these details, the Commander in Chief does not 
call upon the army merely to admire, but to emulate such conduct. 
Every soldier, vho feels for the honor of his country, while he exults in 
events so splendid and important in themselves, will henceforth have 
fresh motives for cherishing and enforcing the practice of discipline; 
and by uniting in the greatest perfection, order and precision with 
activity and courage, will seek to uphold and transmit undiminidied, to 
posterity, the glory and honor of the British arms. 

Nor is a less useful example to be derived from the conduct of the 
distinguished commander who fell in the field. 

His steady observance of discipline, his ever watchful attention to the 
health and wants of his troops; the persevering and unconquerable 
spirit which marked his military career; the splendour of his actions in 
the field, and the heroism of his death, are worthy the imitation of all> 
Who'desire like him a life of honour, and a death of glory. 

By order of his Royal Highness the Commander in Chief 

(Signed) Harry Calvert, 

Colonel and Adjutant GeneraL^ 



Dawning Street, July 21, 1801. 
A Dispatch, of which the following is a copy, has been this day re- 
ceived at the Office of the Right Honourable Lord Hobart, one of His 
Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State, from Lieutenant General the 
Honourable Sir John Hely Hutchinson, K. B. commanding His Ma- 
jesty's forces in Egypt. 

^Htad QtmrterSy Camp mtar Alkam^ 
My Lord, June l, 1801. 

I HAVE the honour to inform your lordship, that 
the French abandoned the position of El Aft on the 7th of May, which 
we occupied the same evening; and on the pth we advanced to Rha- 
manieh, where the French were posted with upwards of three thousand 
infantry and eight hundred cavalry. We at first imagined that they 
might have endeavoured to have maintained that position; but our 
corps, on the eastern bank of the Nile,, having got into their rear, took 
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the fort of Rhamanieh in reverse, whrchi probably induced jthe i^ijeuiy 
to retire in the night between the '©th and 10t]\ leaving a garrison in tl)o 
fort, SvMch surrendei'ed in the morning; amounting to one hundred and 
ten men, tonrmanded by a chef de brigade. We also took the same day 
about fifty cavalry and three officers coming from Alexandria^ 

As the ^nemy retired towards Cairo, it became necessary to follow 
them, in order to cover the army of the Grand Vizier, and to secure a 
junction with the expected reinforcement from India. 

Nothing happened of any importance until the 14th,, when. we. fell in 
with a valuable convoy of geiins on the Nile. They ha^.come from 
Cairo down the canal of MenoufF, which joins the Damijejtta ajafi Rosetta 
hranches of the river. From this circumstance they kivfw p.ojthinff of 
the retreat of General Lagrange from Rhamanieh. About one hundred 
and fifty prisoners fell into our hands, and several heavy guns,, sonae ,of 
them intended for the defence of Alexandria. The convoy in itgelf was 
very valuable, and is a great loss to the enemy. We found, on board all 
kinds of clothing, wine, spirits, &c. &c. and about five Uiousand pounds 
in money. , 

On the 17th, when encamped at Alkam, we were^ informed by tlie 
Arabs, that a considerable body of French, coming from Alexandria, 
were advancing towards the Nile, near the spot where the bqats of t^e 
Captain Pacha then were. The cavalry were immediately ordered out 
with two pieces of cannon, under the command of Brigadier General 
Doyle, suppbrted by his brigade of infantry. Colonel Cavalier, who 
commanded the French convoy, a« soon as he perceived the boats of the 
Capitan Pacha, suspected that our army must be near,, aivi therefore 
retired into the desert, where we followed him. .The cavalry came up 
with him, after a march, of about three hours. .^ fl^g of truce was sent 
in to them by Major Wilson of the Hompesch, requiring them to sur- 
render, on condition that their private property should be resjp.Qcted^ and 
that they should be sent to France by the Jfirst convenient opportunity- 
With these terms they complied, and laid down ^ their arms. They 
amounted in all to about six hundred men, infantry, cavalry, and artil- 
lery, together with a considerable portion of dromedary corps, one four 
pounder, and five hundred and fifty camels*^ The prisoners taken are all 
frenchmen, and of the best troops they had in Egypt; , 
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On the 17 th of May, the enemy retired from the fort of Ilisbit, on the 
Damictta branch, and formed a junction with about two hundred men, 
which they had at Burlos; this fort they also evacuated, and embarked 
in five small vessels, four of which have been taken and carried into 
Aboukir Bay: the fifth endeavoured to escape towards Cyprus; but a 
Turkish frigate was left in chace of her, so that it was more than probable 
she has shared the same fate. 

The garrisons of the two forts consisted of about seven hundred men: 
so that in all we have taken, from the 9th to the 20th, near sixteen 
hundred men, which makes a considerable diminution of the enemy's 
force in this country. 

The French made a most extraordinary rapid march from Rhamanieh 
to Gizali, where they arrived on the 13th, and immediately crossed the 
river to Boulac. 

On the 15 th they marched to attack the Grand Vizir's army. Hi$ 
highness anticipated their intention, and made a forward movement with 
a considerable body of cavalry on the night between the 15th and 16th. 
The armies remained for some hours in presence of each other, when the 
Ottoman troops attacked about eight o'clock in the morning, and after 
an action of seven hours the French retired, having lost between three 
and four hundred men killed and wounded. They were nearly the same 
people who had retreated from Rhamanieh, and were about four tliousand 
or four thousand five hundred men. 

I congratulate your lordship upon the event of this very important 
action. I have also much pleasure in informing you, that the Mame- 
lukes, under the orders of Osman Bey (successor of Murad Bey) have 
joined us, to the amount of about fifteen hundred cavalry, inferior, cer- 
tainly to none in the world. I am sanguine enough to hope, that the 
most serious good effects will arise from this junction, as they have a 
most intimate knowledge of ^ the country, and the greatest influence 
amongst ^he inhabitants. I enclose you the capitulation of the fort of* 
Rhamanieh, and also a return of the killed and wounded on the g\h of 
May, which I rejoice has been so very inconsiderable. 

I have the honour to be, &c. 
(Signed) John Helt Hutchinson. 

To ihe Right Honourable Lord Hobart. 

T T R S. 
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' P. S. A letter has just reached me from Lieutenant Colonel Murray, 
dated Cossire, the 14th of May, informing me of his arrival with the 
first division of the Bombay detachment of troops, and that he was in 
daily expectation of General Baird with the remainder. 



Damming Street^ August 23df 1801. 
Dispatches (in duplicate), of which the following are copies, have 
this day been received at the Office of the Right Honourable Lord 
Hobart, one of his Majesty's Principal Secretaries of State^ from Lieu- 
tenant General the Honourable Sir John Hely Hutchinsan, K. B. trans- 
mitted in a letter from the Earl of Elgin, to tlie Right HonouraUe Lord 
Hawkesbury. 

Constantinopky May l6th, 180L 

BY advices received this morning from Major HoUoway, dated at the 
camp of the Grand Vizier at Giza, March 20, 1801, it appears that on 
the isth of that month, one thousand Asiatic cavalry advanced from 
that place, and on the following day one thousand Arab cavalry. This 
body is to be under the command of Tahir Pacha, as an advanced guard. 
On its arrival at El Arish, it is to halt a day or two^ until Mahofnmet 
Pacha arrives with a very consideiable part of the army, probably about 
five thousand men, when Tahir Pacha is to advance to Cati^h. It is the 
Grand Vizier's intention, that these two tihousand cavalry should join 
the British army whenever the Commander in Chief may require it 

It also appears, that Dieggar Pacha has entered into an accommoda- 
ti<Mi of all differences, and ordered five thousand of bis troops to join the 
imperial army, for the purpose of the expulsion of the enemy from Egypt 
The first party that joined consisted of about 430 good cavalry, well 
mounted; and several parties have joined since. 
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A Letter from Lieutenant General Sir John Hely Hutchinson, K. B. t^ 
the Right Honourable Henry Dundas. 

Camp before Alcrandria^ 
Sir, April 20th, 180L 

IT is with great pleasure that I am to inform you of the success of 
a corps of Turks and British under the command of Colonel Spencer. 
They were ordered from hence about ten days ago, for the purpose of 
forcing the enemy from the town and castle of Rosetta, which com* 
mands the navigation of the Nile. This operation has perfectly suc- 
ceeded. We are now masters of that M^estern branch of the river, and of 
coarse have opened a communication with the Delta, from whence we 
shall derive all necessary supplies, as the French have scarcely any troopft 
there, and none capable of making a serious resistance. 

Tlie enemy had about 800 men at Rosetta, when they were attacked* 
They made but a feeble effort to sustain themselves, and retired to the 
right bank of the Nile, leaving a few men killed and prisoners. They 
left a garrison in the fort, against which our batteries opened on the l6th, 
and it surrendered on the ipth instant The conditions are the same a& 
were granted to the castle of Aboukir. 

I have many obligations to Colonel Spencer, for the zeal, activity, and 
military talents which he has disphiycd in the conduct of this important 
service; and I beg leave to recommend him as a deserving and most 
excellent ofRcer, I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) • J. H. Hutchinson, Major General. 



Dispatches received 07i the list of July y by the Right Honourable Lord 
Hawkesbury, His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs, from the Earl of Elgin and Major Hollatvay. 

Imperial Ottoman Camp of the Grand Vizier, 
My Lord, Benulhassar, May 20thy 1601. 

I HAD the honour of addressing your lordship on the 2d of May from 
Salahieh, which place his Highness the Grand Vizier left the 7th, and 
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tlia i^Uowtiig day arrived at .^ihek, wbejre the adivaticed . corps : of his 
army bad been encao^d for some tima b^for^. i - \ '- 

On the 1 5th rastant, his highness received intelligence, that the eoemy 
had early that morning marched a considerable force from Cairo on the 
road towards Balbeis, where bis highness ^ was then encamped* In the 
evening, a further confirmation of this intelligence was brought, when 
the enemy was in full march. The Vizier after d^rk, ordered Tahir 
Pacha, with three thousand cavalry, and thre^ light f^eld pieces, to ad- 
vcgice to meet than, and if a iavourablq oppprtunity of&red durii^ the 
obscurity of the. night, toaJ;tack; if not, to impede, their pcqgreas as 
much a^. possible. About ten o'clpck at n^ght, iJhey met, .about three 
miles froip cainp,. when each halted, and lay. on their aims durii^ the 
night, and until eight o'clock in the morning, at which t^me Tahir Pacjia 
commenced a»n attack. He was soon after reinfojrqed by fifteen hundred 
cayaJry, It w^s^ now found the enemy had come forward with about 
fourteeu pieces of artillery, six hundred cavalry, ai>d fopr thousand in* 
fautry. His highness therefore ordered Mehemmed Pacha to move 
forward with five thousand men, cavalry and i\lbanian infaAtry, and 
nine light field pieces; the enemy had eight pounders in the field. His 
highness afterwaids advanced himself, and took the comniand,, which 
was attended with the happiest effect 

The enemy moved into a wood of date trees, where they were attacked 
by the cavalry and infantry with great spirit for three hours^. when the 
enemy retired from the wood, taking position vxx the plain, their left to 
the wood^ and forming a hollow square on the right The Albanian 
infantry advanced to the edge of the wood, and in tlxia situation galled 
them considerably; and upon the Turkish cavalry threatening their 
right, they changed position, and attempted to gain the heights, in 
which they were prevented by a rapid movement of cavalry,, who gained 
the summit. In this manoeuvre they were annoyed by two guns, 
which were advanced by his highness on the occasion. At this time the 
French commenced a decided retreat and were driven beyond El Hanka, 
a distance not less than seven miles from the place of the first operation. 
The grand Vizier, who had commanded his troops with great gal- 
lantry and prompt decision, then gave orders for them not to pursue any 
further. The loss on cither side for the time they were engaged, was 

but 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 595 ) 

but small. The Turks had a:botit thirty killed, and eighty wounded. 
The French, I think, had about fifty killed, and titie prisoner; th* num- 
ber of their wounded could not be ascertained, as they took thetn' off the 
field. 

The Turkish force engaged on this occasion did not at any time ex- 
ceed nine thousand. 

Whilst I was congratulating Tiis Highness in the field of battle on the 
success of the day, we received additional satisfaction by tlie arrival 
of the intelligence of the capture of Fort Lesbie at Damietta, and two 
smaller forts depending on it, by a detachment from the Vizieij's army. 
I had the honour of acquainting your Lordship, in my letter of the 2d 
of May, that his Highness intended sending a force against Damietta. 
This intention he carried into effect on the 6th, by ordering Itn^ahim 
Pacha, with two thousand five hundred men, and five pieces of artil- 
lery, to march immediately for that purpose; and it appears by Ibra- 
him Pacha's iieport to the Vizier, that every arrangement had been 
made for the attack of Fort Lesbie on the morning of the 14th instant, 
when it was discovered that the fort was evacuated, and the gawison had 
retired. 

I beg leave to inform your Lordship, that during the action of the 
l6th instant, myself and Major Hope of the royal artillery were in the 
field with the Grand Vizier, Captain Lacy of the royal crigineeis with 
Mehemmed Piacha, and Captain Leake of the royal artillery with Tahir 
Pacha, to render every asisstance in our power. 

The combmed forces, under Major General Hutchinson and the 
Captain Pacha, are about five hours distance in the Delta, but are ex- 
pected here in a day or two. I received a letter from the genei'al this 
morning, who informs me he has taken a convoy of five hundred and 
fifty camels, and six hundred French prisoners. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) Charles Hollowav, Major Commandant, &c. 



My 
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My Lord, Constantinople j Junt 21. 

I HAVE the most sincere satisfaction in forwarding to your LprdsWp 
the inclosed dispatch from Lieutenant Colonel Holloway. 

The modest and unassuming manner in which this deservijng officer 
has mentioned himself and the British under his orders, imposes upoa 
me the obligation of stating to your Lordship, what I had learnt by 
their private communication to me from Jaffa and Gizah ; that as soon 
as the determination was formed for the Vizier to advajoce into Egypt, 
Lieutenant Colonel Holloway proposed that distribution of theTurkiali 
army, and that order of march, which have elFectually insured this unr 
looked-for success over the French. 

The advanced guard was jcomposed of a select body of cavalry, un- 
der Tahir Pacha, and of Albanian infantry, under Mebemnved Pacha; 
the first accompanied by Captain Leake, the second by Captain Laccy^ 
each receiving their orders from Colonel Holloway, who remained ii«w 
the person of the Vizier. 

It is by this well-Combined disposition, by the endeavours which 
were strenuously exercised to prevail upon this corps to disembarrass 
themselves of their superfluous attendants, and by giving confidence 
to the Turks in their own means^ that Colonel Holbway has been en- 
abled to bring these troops to keep in cheeky during many hours, a 
French army of superior force — ^to counteract its plans — ^to attack it — 
to seize every advantage of its positions and of ground; and} after, 
manoeuvring with science during seven hours, to repulse it with. loss, 
and gain a complete victory. In the account which the Vizier has 
sent of the action to the Porte, his Highness speaks in the highest terms 
of the service done by the artillery, which Major Hope is well known 
to be be so very capable of directing. 

(Signed) Elgin. 
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Exti^act of a Dispatch ft^om the EarlqfELGi^ to Zorrf Hawke^sury, 
dated Constantinople, July \8th. 

I HAVE the satisfaction of acquainting your Lordship, that the in- 
closed letters to Lord Hobart contain the intelligence of the surrender 
of Grand Cairo to the combined forces under General Hutchinson, the 
Vizier, and the Captain Pacha. 

Head QtuirterSj Camp before Gizahy 
. My Lobp, June list. 

I HAV£ nothing new, or of very essential import, to communicate, 
but I avail myself of the opportunity of a messenger going to Constan- 
tinople, to inform you, that we are now encamped near Gizah, which 
is on the opposite fiide of the river to Cairo. We mean to erect bat- 
teries in the course of twenty-four hours ; it cannot hold out long, as 
it is a very weak place; but it covers a bridge of communication which 
the French have over the Nile, and it is therefore essential to us to have 
it in our possession. This operation cannot last above four or five days 
at most; I then mean to cross the river, and join the army of the Grand 
Viticr, who is at present encamped very near Cairo. We shall then 
besiege the place, which is garrisoned by four or five thousand French; 
but their works are very extended, and would require a much greater 
number of men to defend them. Great delays have been occasioned 
in tliis operation from the low state of the river, and from the bar of 
the Mile at Rosetta, which is frequently impassable for ten days toge- 
ther, so that our march has been much retarded. The difficulty of 
procuring provisions for the army, and the obstacles which we encoun- 
tered in bringing the heavy artillery up the river (which has not yet 
been entirely accomplished), have been very great However, we have 
now a sufficiency to begin the siege. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. Sec. 

(Signed) Hutchinson* 

To the Right Hon. Lord Hobart. 
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Head Quarters ^ Camp before Giza\ 
My Lord, June 2gth. 

THE combined armies advanced on both sides of the river on the 
a 1st instant The British troops, and those of his Highness the Capi- 
tan Pacha, investexl Gizah on the left bank of the Nile, whilst the army 
of his Highness the Grand Vizier moved forward, and took a position 
nearly Anthin cannon shot of Cairo. On the 22d, in the morning, the 
enemy sent out a flag of truce, and informed me, that they wished to 
treat for the evacuation of Cairoj and the forts thereunto belonging, 
upon certain conditions. After a negociatioii of several days, which 
was conducted by Brigadier General Hope with much judgment and 
ability, they agreed to surrender the town and forts on the conditions 
■which I hare the honour to inclose. 

We took possession of the gate of Gizah at five o'clock yesterday 
evening, and also of the Fort Sulkoski, on the Cairo side of the river. 
Hostages have been mutually exchanged, and the final evacuation will 
take place in about ten days* 

I should suppose that there are near 60CX) troops of all kinds in the 
town ; but I speak without a perfect knowledge on the subject^ as I 
have not yet received any returns. 

This has been a long and arduous service; the troops fronvthe great 
heat of the weather, the difficulty of the navigation of the river, and 
the entire want of roads in the country, have suffered a considerable 
degree of fatigue; but both men and officers have submitted to it with 
the greatest patience, and have manifested a zeal for the honour of his 
Majesty's aims that is above all panegyric; the conduct of the soliers 
has been orderiy and exemplary, and a discipline has been preserved 
which would have done honour to any troops. 

I am extremely obliged to Lieutenant Colonel Anstruther, quarter 
master general, for the great zeal and ability which he has shewn^ 
under very difficult circumstances, in forwarding the public service. 
From Generals Craddock and Doyle, who were the general officers 
employed immediately under my orders, I have derived the greatest as- 
sistance, and I beg leave to recommend them as highly deserving his 
Majesty's favour. 

The 
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The exertions of Captain Stevenson of the Navy have been extremely 
laborious and constant during this long march; they have done every 
thing that was possible to forward our supplies; and indeed, without 
their powerful aid, it would have been impossible to have prdc^eded. 
Your Lordship will recollect, that the river is extremely low at this sea- 
son of the year, the mouth of the Nile impassable for day^' tb^etbdr; 
and the distance from Rosetta to Cairo between l6o and 1 70 ! miles. 
Captain Stevenson has been ably supported by Captains Morrison, Cur« 
ry, and Hillyar, who were employed under him. The service in which 
they have, been engaged has not been a brilliant one; but I hope it will 
be recollected, that it has been a most useful, and has required constant 
vigilance and attention; it has lasted now for many weeks ^ the labour 
has been excessive, and the fatigue greater than I can express. 

This dispatch will be delivered to you by my aid de caii^, Major 
Montresor, who has been in the most intimate habits of confidence! with 
ine since my arrival in Egypt, and will be able to give your Loiklship a 
most perfect account of the situation of affairs in this cimntry. I 
beg leave 'to recommend him to your Lordship's protection, as an officer 
of merit, and highly deserving of his Majesty's favour. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

J. H: HUTCHI'NSON, 

Major General. 
Tatht Right Hon. Lord Hobart, Sgc. 



II I ■■ I ..ii I. 



v u TEIANSLATION 



Digitized by 



Google 



{ sso ) 



TRANSLATION. 

CONVENTION /or ike Evacuatioit o/" Eoypt by the French &fid 
Auxilic^y Troops y under the Cmnmandoftke Gen€rai'Of£>msHm Bel'- 
Hardy concluded between Brigadier General Hope^ on the Part of the 
Commander m Chief of the British Army in Egypt; Osman Bey^ an 
the Part of his Highness the Grand Vizier, and Isaac Bey^ on the Part 
of his Highness the Captain Pacha; the Cttizens Donjseloty General 
of Brigade, Mo^and, General of Brigade, and Tarayre, Chief of Bri- 
gade, i>n the Part of the General of Division BeUiard, commanding a 
* Body of French and Auj^iliary Troops. 

THE commissioners above named having met and conferred, after 
the exchange of ^ir respective powers, have agreed upon the follow- 
ing articles: 

Art 1. The French forces of every description, and the auxiiiaiy 
troops, under the command of the general of division Belliard, shall 
evacuate the <:ity of Cairo, the citadel, the forts of Boulac, Gizah, and 
all that part of Egypt which they now occupy. 

2. The French and auxiliary troops shall retire by land to Rosetta, 
proceeding by the left bank of the Nile, with their arms, baggage, field 
artillery, and ammunition, to be there embarked and conveyed to the 
French port^ of the Mediterranean, with their arms, artillery, baggage, 
and effects, at the expence of the allied powers. The embarkation of 
the said French and auxiliary troops shall take place as soon as possible, 
but at the latest within fifteen days from the date of the ratification of 
the present copvention. It is also agreed, that the said troops shall be 
co|>*^eyed to the French ports abovementioned by the most direct and 
expeditious route. 

3. From the date of the signature and ratification of the present 

convention, hostilities shall cease on both sides. The fort of , 

and the gate of the Pyramids, of the town of Gizah, shall be delivered 
up to the allied army. The line of advanced posts of the army, re- 
spectively. 
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spcctively, shall be fixed by commissioners named for this purpose, and 
the most positive orders sh?dl be given that these shall not be encroached 
upon, in order to avoid all disputes; a^nd if apy shall arise, they are to be 
determined in an amicable manner. 

4. Twelve days after the ratification of the present convention, the 
city of Cairo, the citadel, the forts, and the town of ESoulac, shall be 
evacuated by the French and auxiliary troops, who w^U retire to Itfra- 
him Bey, the isle of Rhoda, and its dependencies, the fort of FQucroy 
and Gizah, from whence they shall depart as soon as possible, and at 
the latest in five days, to proceed to the points of emba^lcatioq. The 
generals commanding the British and Ottoman armies consicqueiitly en- 
gage that means shall be furnisihed, at their charge, for conveying the 
French and auxiliary troops as soon as possible from Gizah. 

5. The march and encampment of the French and auxilisury troops 
shall he regulated by the generals of the respective armies, or by the of- 
ficers named by each party; but it is ckarly understood, that, accord- 
ing to this article, the days of march and of encampment shall be fixed 
by the generals of the combined annies, and consequently the said 
French ^nd auxiliaiy troops shall be accompanied on their march by 
English and Turkish commissaries, instructed to furnish the necessary 
provisions during the continuance of their ^oute. 

6. The baggage, ammunition, and other articles, transported by 
water, shall be escorted by French detachments, and by armed boats 
belonging to the allied powers. 

7. The French and auxiliary troops shall be subsisted from the pe^ 
riod of their departure from Gizah to the time of their embarkation, 
conformably to the regulations of the French army; and from the day 
of their embarkation to that of their landing ip France, agreeably to th? 
naval regulations of England. 

8. The military and naval commanders of the British and Turkish 
forces shall provide vessels for conveying to the French ports of the 
Mediterranean the French and auxiliary troops as well as all French 
and other persons employed in the service of the army. Every thing 
relative to this point, as well as in regard to subsistence, shall be regu- 
lated by commissaries named for this purpose by the general of diyi- 
«Qn Belliard^ and by the naval and military Comraapders in Chief of 
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the allied forces, as soon as the present convention shall be ratified. 
These commissioners shall proceed to Rosetta or Aboukir, in order to 
make every necessary preparation for the embarkation. 

9. The allied powers shall provide four vessels (or more if possible), 
fitted for the conveyance of horses, water-casks^ and forage sufficient 
for the voyage. 

10. The French and auxiliary troops will be provided by the allied 
powers with a sufficient convoy for their safe return to France, After 
the embarkation of the French troops, the allied powers pledge them- 
selves, that to the period of their arrival on the continent of the French 
Republic, they' shall not be molested ; and on his part, the general of 
the division Belliard, and the troops under his command, engage that no 
act of hostility shall be by them committed, during the said period, 
against the fleet or territories of his Britannic Majesty, of the Sublime 
Porte, 6r of their allies. The vessels employed in conveying and 
escorting the said troops, or other French subjects, shall not touch at 
any other than a French port, except in cases of absolute necessity. 
The commanders of the British, Ottoman, and French troops, enter 
reciprocally into the like engagements, during the period that the 
French troops remain in Egypt, from the ratification of the present 
convention to the moment of their embarkation. The general of di- 
vision Belliard, commanding the French and auxiliary troops, on the 
part of his gavemment, engages, that the vessels employed for their 
conveyance and protection shall not be detained in the French ports 
after the disembarkation of the troops; and that their commanders 
shall be at liberty to purchase, at their own expence, the provisions 
which may be necessary for enabling them to return. General Belliard 
alsa engages on the part of his government, that the said vessels shall 
not be molested on their return to the ports of the allied powers, pro- 
vided they do not attempt, or are made subservient to any military 
operation. 

' 11. AH the administrations, the members of the commission of arts 
and sciences, and in short every person attached to the French army, 
shall enjoy the same advantages as the military. All the members of 
the said administration, and of the commission of arts and sciences, 
shall also carry with them not only all the papers relative to their mis- 
sion, 
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sion, but also their private papers, as well as all other articles which have 
reference thereto. 

12. All inhabitants of Egypt, of whatever nation they may be, who 
wish to follow the French troops, shall be at liberty so to do; nor 
shall their families, after their departure, be molested, or their goods 
confiscated. 

13. No inhabitant of Egypt, of whatever religion, who may wish 
to follow the French troops, shall suffer either in perfon or property, on 
account of the connection he may have entered into with the French 
during their continuance in Egypt, provided he conforms to the laws of 
the country. 

14. The sick who cannot bear removal shall be placed in an hospital, 
and attended by French medical and other attendants, until their re- 
covery, when they shall be sent to France on the same conditions as 
the troops. The commanders of the allied armies engage to provide 
all the articles that may appear really necessary for this hospital; the 
advances to be made on this account shall be repaid by the French 
government. 

15. At the period when the towns and forts mentioned in the 
present convention shall be delivered up, commissaries shall be named 
for receiving the ordnance, ammunition, magazines, papers, archives, 
plans, and other public effects which the French shall leave in possession 
of the allied powers. 

16. A vessel shall be provided as soon as possible by the naval com- 
manders of the allied powers, . in order to convey to Toulon an officer 
and a commissioner, charged with the conveyance of the present con- 
vention to the French goveniment. 

17. Every difficulty or dispute that may arise respecting the execu- 
tion of the present convention shall be determined in an amicable 
manner by commissioners named on each part. 

18. Immediately after the ratification of the present convention, 
all the English or Ottoman prisoners at Cairo shall be set at liberty, 
and the commanders in chief of the allied powers shall, in like manner, 
release the French prisoners in their respective camps. 

19. Officers of rank from the English army, from his Highness the 
Supreme Vizier, and from his Highness the Capitan Pacha, shall be 
exchanged for a like number of French officers of equal rank, to serve 

as 
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as hostages for the execution of the presdut treaty. As soon as the 
French troops shall be landed in the ports of France, the hostages shaU 
be recif>rocally released. 

20. The present convention shall be carried and communicated by 
a French oflficer to General Menou, at Alexandria, and he shall be at 
liberty to accept of it for the French and auxiliary forces (both naval 
and military) which may be with him at the abovementioned place, 
provided his accq>tance of it shall be notified to the general command* 
ing the English troops before Alexandria within ten days from the date 
of the communication being made. 

21. The present convention shall be ratified by the commanders in 
chief of the respective armies within twenty^four hours after the signa- 
ture thereof. 

Signed in quadruplicate, at the place of conference between the 
two'armies, the I7th of June, 1801, or of the siege of Saflar, 
1316, or the 8th Messidor, Qth year of the French Republic. 
(Signed) J. HoPB, Brigadier General. 
OsMAN Bey. 
Isaac Bet. 

DoNzxLOT, General de Brigades 
Taratbe, Chef de Brigade. 
Approved and ratified the present convention at Cairo, the ptb 
Messidor, ninth year of the French Republic. 

(Signed) Belliard, General de Division. 



May 18M, 1801. 

By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled. 

Rtsohtdj 

THAT the thanks of this house be given to the Honourable 
Major General John Hely Hutchinson, second in command; Major 
Generals Eyre Coote, John Francis Craddock, the Hon. George James 
Ludlow, John Moore, Richard Earl of Cavan, the Hon. Edward Finch; 
Brigadier Generals John Stuart, John Doyle, the Hon. John Hppe^ 
Jlildebrand Oakes, and Robert Lawson: — and to the several officers 

who 
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who served in the anny under the commaind of the late Sir Ralph Aber- 
cromby, Knight of the most noble Order of the Bath, for their splendid 
and heroic exertions in effecting a landing on the coast of Egypt, in 
^pite of local difficulties, and in the face of a powerful and well-prepared 
enemy; and in all their subsequent operations, particularly in resisting 
with signal success the desperate attack made upon them on the C&lst 
of March, and achieving tiie brilliant victory obtained on that memo- 
rable day. 

May 18/A, 1801. 

By the Lords Spiritual and Temporal in Parliament assembled. 

Resolveij 

THAT this house doth highly approve of and acknowledge 
the distinguished regularity, discipline, coolness, and valour displayed 
by the non-commissioned officers and private soldiers of the army 
serving under the command of the late Sir Ralph Abercromby, K. B. 
in the memorable and brilliant operations in £gypt, and tiiat the same 
be signified to them by the commanders of die several corps, who are 
directed to thank them for their distinguished and exemplary conduct. 



Camp near Cairo, July lAth, 1801. 

LIEUTENANT General Sir John Hely Hutchinson, K. B. has re- 
ceived His Majesty's orders to return the general officers and soldiers 
of the army his thanks for the brilliant services they have rendered 
their country; and for the manner in which they sustained and en- 
creased the honour of the British name, and the glory of the British 

arms. ^You landed in Egypt to attack an enemy superior in numbers, 

provided with a formidable body of cavalry and artillery, accustomed to 
the climate, flushed with former victory, and animated by a conscious- 
ness of hard and well-earned renown. Notwithstanding these advan- 
tages, you have constantly seen a warlike and victorious enemy fly 
before you, and you are now in possession of the capital. Such are 
the effects of order, discipline, and obedience; without which, even 
courage itself must be unavailing, and success can be but momentary. 

Such 
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Such also are tlie incitements, which ought to induce you to persevere 
in a conduct which has led you to victory ; has acquired you the ap- 
plause of your sovereign, the thanks of parliament, and the gratitude 
of your country. 

To such high authorities it would be supei-fluous .in me to add my 
testimony; but be assured your services and conduct have made the 
cleepest impression on my heart, and never can be eradicated from my 
memory. During the course of this arduous undertaking, you have 
suffered some privations, which yoa have borne with the firmness of 
men and the spirit of soldiers. On such painful occasions, no man has 
^ver felt more sensibly than I have done. But you yourselves must 
know, that they are the natural consecjuences and effects of war, which 
no human prudence can obviate; every exertion has been made to 
diminish their extent and duration; they have ceased, and I hope are 
never likely to return. 

Nothing now remains to terminate your gloriouiB career, but the 
final expulsion of the French from Egypt; an event, which your coun- 
try anticipates, and a service, which, to such troops as. you are, can 
neither be doubtful or difficult. The prevalence of contrary winds has 
prevented the arrival of ships from England with money : your pay has 
been in arrear; but this inconvenience is now at an end, and every 
thing that is due shall be put in a course of payment, and discharged as 
soon as possible^ 



Extract of a Letter from Sir John Hely Hutchinson, K. B. io 
tkeEarlqfl£,LGiN, dated Head Quarters, Camp before Alejcandria, 
August 27th, 180 J. 

ft 
I JUST seize the opportunity of a messenger going to Constantinople 
^dispatched by the Captain Pacha), to inform your Excellency, that 
General Menou offered last night to capitulate for the town and forts 
of Alexandria, and demanded an armistice of three days for the purpose 
of arranging the terms of the capitulation; this I have granted ac- 
cordingly. 



On 
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On th^ %\$t of October^ a Dispatch in Duplicate was received from Sir 
John Hely Hutchinson, K. B. a( the Office of the Right Ho- 
nourable Lord Ho BART, one of His Majesty's principal Secretaries of 
State, dated Head Quarters^ Camp before Alexandria^ September 5th , 
1801. 

Mr Lord, 

I HAVE the satisfaction to inform your Lordship, that the forts 
and town of Alexandria liave surrendered to His Majesty's troops, who, 
on the ^d instant, took possession of the entrenched camp, the heights 
above Pompey's Pillar, the redoubt de Bain, and the fort Triangular. 
By the capitulation the garrison are to be embarked for France in the 
course of ten days, provided the shipping is in a state of preparation to 
receive them. The operations against the enemy's works commenced 
on the 17th of August 

Major General Cpote embarked with a strong corps on die inunda- 
tion in the night between the 16th and i7th of August. He effected his 
landing to the westward of Alexandria with little or no opposition, and 
immediately invested the strong castle of Marabout, situate at the 
entrance of the western harbour of Alexandria. 

On the east side of the town, two attacks were made to g:et possession 
of some heights in front of the intrenched position of the enemy. I 
entrusted the conduct of the attack against their right to Major General 
Craddock, and that against their left to Major General Moore. Those 
two officers perfectly executed my intentions, and performed the service 
committed to their care with much precision and ability. The action 
was neither ob;stinate or severe, and our loss is but small; but it afforded 
one more opportunity to display the promptness of British officers, and 
the Ijeroism of British soldiers. A part of General Doyle^s brigade, 
the 30th regiment (but under the immediate command of Colonel 
Spencer), had taken possession of a hill in front of the enemy's right 
General Menou, who was in person in that part of the French entrenched 
camp, directly opposite to our post, ordered about six hundred men to 
make a sortie, to drive us from our position. The enemy advanced in 
column with fixed bayonets without firing a shot, till they got very 
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close to the 30th regiment, to whom Colonel Spencer gave an imme- 
diate order to charge, though they did not consist of more than two 
hundred men; he was obeyed with a spirit and determination worthy 
the highest panegyric. The enemy were driven back to their intrench- 
ments in the greatest confusion; they had many killed and woundfed, 
and several taken prisoners. 

On the night, between the 18th and iQth, Major General Coote 
opened batteries against the Castle of Marabout; an attack was abb 
made from the sea by several Turkish coi-vettes, and the launches and 
boats of the fleet undec the command of the Honourable Captain 
Cochrane; great perseverance and exertions were required to get up 
heavy guns, through a difficult and almost impracticable country; but 
the troops executed this painful and arduous service with such zeal 
and continued firmness, that the fort capitulated in the night of the 
21st: the garrison consisted of about one hundred and eighty men, 
and were commanded by a chef de brigade. 

On the morning of the a2d, Major General Coote marched from 
Marabout, to attack a strong corps posted in his front, in order to co- 
ver the approach to Alexandria: the managements of. that excellent 
officer appear to have been able and judicious, and were attended with 
the most complete success ; he drove the enemy every where, though 
strongly posted, and in a country which opposed uncommon obstacles 
to the progress of troops. The French suffered extremely in the action, 
and retreated in much confusion, leaving their wounded and seven 
pieces of cannon behind them. 

On the 24th, batteries were opened against the redoubt de Bain; and 
on the 25th, at night, Major General Coote surprized the enemy's ad- 
vanced posts, when seven officers and fifty men were taken prisoners; 
this service was gallantly performed by Lieutenant Colonel Smith, with 
the 1st battalion, of the 20th regiment, and a small detachment of dra- 
goons under the orders of Lieutenant Kelly of the 26th. The enemy 
endeavoured to regain possession of the ground from which they had 
been driven, but were repulsed with loss. 

On the morning ef the 26th we opened four batteries on each side of 
the town against the entrenched camp of the French, which soon si- 
lenced their fire, and induced thdm to withdraw many of their guns. 

On 
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On the 27th, iu the evening, General Menou sent an aid-de camp to 
request an armistice for three days, in order to give time to prepare a 
capitulation, which, after some difficulties and delays was signed on the 
2d of September. 

I have the honour to enclose you a copy of the capitulation, and istlso 
a list of the number of persons for whom the enemy have required 
shipping ; by this it appears that the total of the garrison of Alexan- 
dria consisted of upwards of 80CX) soldiers and 1300 sailors. 

This arduous and important service has at length been brought to a 
conclusion. The exertions of individuals have been splendid and meri- 
torious. I regret that the bounds of a dispatch will not allow me to 
specify the whole, or to mention the name of every person who has dis- 
tinguished himself in the public service. I have received the greatest 
support and assistance from the general officers of the army. The con- 
duct of the troops of every description has been exemplary in the highest 
degree; there has been much to applaud and nothing to reprehend; 
:their order and regularity in the camp have been as conspicuous as their 
courage in the field. To the quarter master general, Lieutenant Colonel 
Anstruther, I owe much for his unwearied industry and zeal in the pub- 
lic service, and for the aid, a^dvice, and co-operation which he has at all 
times afforded me. Brigadier General Lawson, wlio commanded the 
artillery, and Captain Bryce, the chief engineer, have both great merit 
in their different departments. The local situation of Egypt presents 
obstacles of a most serious kind to military operations on an extended 
scale. The skill and perseverance of these two officers have overcome 
difficulties which at first appeared almost insurmountable. 

Lieutenant Colonel Lindenthal, who has alv. ays acted with the Turks, 
deserves my utmost acknowledgments; his activity and diligence have 
been unremitted, and he has introduced amongst them an order and 
regularity which does him the highest honour. 

During the course df the long service on which we have been en- 
gaged. Lord Keith has at all times given me the most able assistance 
and counsel. The labour and fatigues of the navy have been continued 
and excessive; it has not been of one day, or of one week, but for 
months together. In the Bay of Aboukir, on the new Inundation, and 
on the Nile, for one hundred and sixty miles, they have been employed 

X X a without 
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\vithout intermission, and have submitted to many privations with 
chearfulness and patience highly creditable to them, and advantageous 
to the public service. 

Sir Sidney Smith had originally the command of the seain^ki who 
landed from the fleet; he continued on shore. till after the capture of 
Rosctta, and returned on board the Tigre a short time before the ap- 
pearance of Admiral Gantheaume*s squadron on the coast. He was 
present in the three actions of the 8th, 13th, and 21st of March, when 
he displayed that ardour of mind for the service of his country, and 
that noble intrepidity for which he has been ever so conspicuous. Cap- 
tain Stevenson, of the Europa, succfeeded him, iand 1 have every reason 
to be satisfied with his «eal and conduct. The crews of the gun boats 
displayed great gallantry, under his guidance in the new inundation; 
and much approbation is also due to the navial ofificers who acted under 
his orders. 

Captain Presland of the Regulus, has had the direction for many 
months past of all Greek ships in our employment, and of tho^e be- 
longing to the commissariat He has been active, zealdus, and in- 
defatigable, and merits my warjmest' approbation. I must therefore beg 
leave particularly to recommend this old and meritorious officer to your 
Lordship's protection. 

Allow me to express an humble hope, that the arniy in Egypt have 
gratified the warmest wishes aiid expectations df thdr country. To 
them every thing is due, and to me nothing. It was my fate to succeed 
a man who created such a spirit, and established such a discipline 
amongst them, that little has been left to me to perform, exeept to 
follow his maxims, and to endeavour to imitate His tonduct 

This dispatch will be delivered to your Lordship by'Colonfel Aber- 
cromby, an officer of considerable ability, and worthy of the gredt name 
which he bears. He will one day, I trust, emulate the virtue and talents 
of his never- to-be-sufficiently lamented father. 
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Copy of a Letter from Major General Coot t^, to iMUtenant General^ the 

Honourable Sir 3 onv Helt HutchinsoNi ^c. ^. ^c.^tedC^mp, 

IVeat of Alea^andria^ August fiSrf, 1801. 
Sm, 

CAPTAIN* Cdchrane, with seven sloops of war, having entered into 
the western hafbodr *of Alexandria, on the evening of the ^ist instant, 
and aiichored 6n my left 'fiank, I immediately determined to move for- 
ward, and take as advanced a position near the town of Alexandria, as 
prudence and security would permit. 

The necessary atrangiements havingbeen made, in the morning of the 
ft2d, the troops ^advanced against the enemy, who was strongly posted 
upon a ridge of high hills, having his right flank secured by two heavy 
guns, and his left by two batteries containing 'three 'more, with many 
field pieces placed in the iiitert'als of his line. 

The airtny moved through the safnd hills in tiiree'cohimns, thegimrds 
forming two upon the right Hear the lake, and Major^General Ludloiw^a 
brigide- the third lip<!m 'the Wft, having the first battalion of the 07 th 
regiment in advance. Major Generc^l Finch's brigade composed a^re- 
sei-ve, and ^as deStlnied to give its' sufpport wherever it might be re- 
quired. 

In' this^ ihanne'r, having our "field arttHety \Hth the advanced guard, 
the troops continued to move forward with the greatest coolness and 
regularity, under a very heavy fire of cannon and small arms, forcing 
the enemy to retreat constantly bc^t^re them, .and driving them to their 
present position within the walls of Alexandria. 

Major Generals Ludlow, Earl of Cavan, and Finch, upon this as upon 
all other occasions, Jiave gifeil me all possible support, and deserve every 
comWiendation for the precision and regulaiity, with nvhich they led on 
their respective columns. 

The exertions of the captains^ commanding the ahips of /war uptm: our 
left, and of the officers eo'ittwianding thegun boats upon, our right,'were 
attended with the best effect, their coatinuedtnd amremitting fire<kq>t 
tlie enemy in check. 

To Captain Cochrane I^eel extremely obliged for faisHBoalaodocm- 
stant readiness to aflford e very, adaistance ia. hiff power. .Cap taiit Steven- 

fion. 



Digitized by 



Google 



( 342 ) 

son, who commanded the gun boats upon the lake, also calls for my 
earnest approbation of his conduct. 

Permit me, Sir, to repeat to you the intrepid atid gallant behaviour of 
the whole of the troops during the affair of yesterday, which lasted from 
six until ten o'clock in the morning. Their bravery was only equalled 
by the cool and regular manner in which they advanced under a severe 
and heavy cannonade. Happy I Am to add, that our loss is only trifling, 
when compared to the advantages we have gafined,and the difficulties we 
had to surmount, in a country, which at every step afforded the enemy 
the means of making the most desperate resistance. 

The loss of .the enemy must have been considerably greater than onrs. 
It is impossible for me to ascertain the numbers. Seven pieces of iieavy 
ordnance were left behind by the French in the hurry of their retreat, 
and have fallen into our han4s. 

I feel much indebted to Lieutenant Colonel Duncan, quarter master 
general, for his judicious arrangements, and for his conduct during the 
whole of yesterday ; he deserves my sincere thanks. 

Inclosed I have the honour to transmit a return of tlie killed and 
-wounded, &c. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Eyre Coote, Major General 

JjLMEs Kempt, Lieutenant Colonel and Secretary. 



Sib, Camp^ JVest of Alexandruiy August 23flf, 1801. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose the summons as also the articles of 
capitulation of the fort of Marabou. 

The speedy and fortunate reduction of that post so important to our 
fleets,! was, I am happy to say, effected without any loss on our side, and 
calls upon me. to lay before you the unremitting zeal and attention of 
Lieutenant Colonel Darby, who, with the first battalion of the 54th re- 
giment covered the attack; the very judicious manner in which he 
posted the light company of that corps, who, by being placed on an ad- 
joining 
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joining rock, silenced the guns by their niusquetry, and greatly accele- 
rated the fall of the fort. 

I also feel myself indebted for the effectual exertions of Major Cook- 
son, of the royal artillery, and for the prompt arrangements of Captain 
Ford, the commanding engineer. 

I beg to transmit a return of the prisoners taken, as also the ordnance 
and stores found in the fort. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 
(Signed) Eyre Coote, Major General. 

James Kempt, Lieut. Col. and Secretary, 



SUMMONS of the Fort of MARABOU. 

Sir, Camp^ 21 st August, 1801. 

AS after the event of this day, and the means employed against the 
fort you command, there remain no hopes of your being able to defend 
it, or even to retire into Alexandria, I summon you in the name of 
humanity, to surrender on the terms which shall be granted you; other- 
wise you will be answerable for all the consequences that may ensue, 
being determined to employ the whole of the British and Ottoman forces 
under my command to compel you to surrender. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Eyre Coote, Major General. 
To the Officer commanding 
Fort Marabou. 

ANSWER. 

Fort Marabou, Sd Fructidor^ 
Sir, . An. Q, (1801.) 

I HAVE the honour to lay before you the terms of capitulation 
which the garrison of Marabou require: and from the generosity which 
characterizes your nation, I promise myself that you will agree to them. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Etienne. 



Capitu 
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•^ .• CAPiTi/tATtox o^YAe FbiiTd/ Marabou. 

J Art I'r Tlie^ garrison demand tptfliatrclrbut with ^e hononi's of .war. 

Answer. The'garrison shall march out -withthe honours of »nar, and 
ai^or imvkkg grounddd thek ajinis on tlie gtoci$; Ishall b? pinsonera of 
war. - ' : ^ ' ' -• ^^ . • i. ■ ; * '. . . • • • 

Art. 2. They shall preierve^ their baggagei ' 

Answer. Granted. ' » . 

Art a. - The officers shatl have tiielr ^wordft^^ and^ sabres. 

Answer. Granted. - .. i: 

Art. 4. The garrison shall be conveyed into France, and treated dur- 
ing the voyage^ each agiieeably to bis rank, conformM^ly to the maritime 
laws of England. 

Answer. Answered by the first article > the garrison rfiaU be conveyed 
to France, but shall not serve till they ^rt exchanged. . 

Art. S. 5uch individuals as may have efFects.at Alexandria, shall' have 
full permission to bring them away. 

Answer. Granted, with the restrictions that shall be made by the 
officers commanding the knd aiid sea forces of England. 

Art. 6. An officer shall be sent from the garrison taThe General in 
Chief, to communicate to him the present capitulation. 

Answen A Rench officer shall be sent to Alexandria by sea. A de- 
tachment of British forces shall take possession of the Fort of Marabou, 
immediately after the ratification of the present capitulation. Tlie 
garrison shall march out to-morrow morning, and after having depo- 
sited their arms on the glacis, shAll be envbarked in English vessels. 
Dane at Fort Marabou, the 3d Fructidor, the 9th year of the 
French Republic. 

(Sigaed) Etienjne, the Chief of Battaliotfi. 
Ratified, conformably to the powers. delegated to me by M^or Ge- 
neral Coote, and Captain Cochrane, of the Royal Navy. 

(Signed) Cuhis-Darbt, Lieut. Col. 54th Regiment.. 
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Campy fVut iff Alexandria^ August 26/A, 1801 . 
SIR, 

BEING anxious to push my piquets upou the left as &r as powible 
towards the enemy's adwnced work, the Redoubt de Bain, I directed 
Lieutenant Colonel Smith, with the first battalion of the lO^ regiment, 
assisted with a small detachment of the 26tli light dragoons, com- 
manded by Lieutenant Kelly, to attack and drive in the French out- 
posts upon the right of their position. He was to be supported by a 
battalion of infantry, disposed for that purpose on the sand hills. 

Soon after dark last night. Lieutenant Colonel Smith commenced the 
attack, by turning the left of the enemy's piquets, and scouring the 
hills as he advanced. 

The cool and spirited conduct of that officer, and the cprps under his 
command, as alsp the detachment of the 26th dragoons, is well deserv- 
ing of praise; not a man attempted to load, and the whole was ef- 
fected by the bayonet The loss of the enemy in this afiair amounted 
to upwards of one hundred men, killed, wounded, and taken; of the 
latter I enclose the return. 

This service was performed on our ^ide with the losa of only three 
men slightly wounded, and has placed me in a situation to erect a bat- 
tery within about 600 yards of the Redoubt de Bain. 

The enemy, however, extremely exasperated at our success, made 
several attempts to regain the ground he had lost; with this view he 
kept up a very heavy fire of cannon and musquetry for about an hour; 
when, finding all his endeavours ineffectual, he retired, leaving us 
peaceful possessors qf the advantage we had gained in the early part of 
the night 

Inclosed is a return of our loss in the latter part of the affair. 

I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

(Signed) Eyre Coote, Major- General 
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Return of the Killed^ JVounded^ and. Missings of the Anny under the 
Command of Lieutenant General Sir John Hely Hutchinson^ K. B. at 
the Siege of Alexandria. 

Campy August 3&, I80h 

ON the 17th, liA, 23d, and 25th August: general total, 13 rank and 
file, 3 horses, killed; 6 officers, 4 Serjeants, I drummer, 113 rank and 
file, wounded. 

JoHK ABEttciioMBtr, Adjutant General' 



Articles of the Capitulation proposed by Abdoullah Jacques 
Francois MenoUy General in Chief of the French Army now in Alex- 
andriaj to the Generals commanding the Land and Sea Forces of his 
Britannic Majesty ^ and of the Sublime Porte^ forming the Blockade of 
Alexandria^ dated the 1 2th Fructidor, Year Nine of the French Re- 
publicy (SOthofAugustylBOl.) 

Art. 1. FROM the present date to the 30th Fructidor (I7th of 
Sept. 1801), there shall be a continuation of the truce and suspension 
of arms between the French army, aiid the combined armies of his Bri- 
tannic Majesty and of the Sublime Porte, upon the same conditions 
with those which actually subsist, with the exception of a regulation to 
be amicably settled between the respective generals of the two armies, 
for establishing a new line of advanced posts, in Order to remove all 
pretext of hostility between the troops. 

Answer. Refused. 

Art 2. In case no adequate succour should arrive to the French 
army before the day mentioned in the preceding article, that army 
shall evacuate the forts and entrenched camps of Alexandria upon the 
following conditions. 

Answer. Refused. 

Art. 3. The French army shall retire, on the first complementary day 
of the French aera, into the city of Alexandria, and forts adjacent, and 
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shall deliver up to the allied powers tlie entrenclied camp in front of 
the lines of the Arabs, the Fprt Le Turc, and the Fort Du Vivier, toge- 
ther with their artillery and ammunition. 

Answer. In forty-eight hours after the signing of the capitulation, 
namely, on the 2d of September, at noon, the entrenched camp, the 
Fort Turc, and that of Du Vivier, shall be deUvered up to the allied 
powers. The ammunition and artillery of these forts shall be also de- 
livered up. The French troops shall evacuate the city, forts, apd de- 
pendenciQ»>cfA)^^9Endriatw, days after signing the capitulation, or at 
the time of their fsmbarkation. 

. Art. 4. AU individuals, constituting a part of the French army, or 
attached tq it; by any felations, qivil or military, the auxiliary troops 
of every nation^ country, or religion, of whatever powers they might 
have bei^^u^eqts before the arrival of the French, shall preserve their 
j>rQpe»|y. of Qv^y^ d^cription, their effects,, papers, &c. &c. which ^halt 
not be subject to any examination. 

Answer. Granted ; provided that nothing be carried away belong- 
ing to thf governjmwt of.tl^e French Bepublid; but only the effects, 
baggage, and other articles belongiijig to the jFrench and auxiliary sol- 
diers who have served during six months in the army of the Republic; 
the same is to be understood of aU the individuals attached to the 
French army, by civil or military .cap»^itie3, of whatever nation, coun- 
try, or religion they may be. 

Art. 5. The French forces, the auxiliary troops, and all the indivi- 
duals described in the preceding article, sh^U be embarked in the ports 
of Alexandria, between the 5th and the lOth of Vendemiare, year Ten 
of the Republic, at the latest (27 th of September to the 3d of Octo- 
ber, 1801), together with their arms, stores^ baggage, effects, and pro- 
perty of all kinds, official papers, and deposits, one field piece to each 
battalion and squadron, witi) ammunkion, ^c. &c. &c. th^ whole tp 
be conveyed to one of the ports of the Preuch Republic in the Medi- 
termnean, to be determiwd by Khs Gpinerai in Chief of the French 
army. , . . • 

Answer. The Frrench forces, the auxiliary trOops> and all the ifldi- 
vidluak described iu tbe 4tb ^rti^le, aball be emharked m the ports^ of 
Alejxaiwlria (wnkes J^r .a«i amicable coi|v*ntift» it tlw»fld be found 
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more ex!peditioQ9 to embark a part of them at Aboukir), as soon as ves« 
sdft can hk prepared, the^ allied powers at the same time engaging that 
the embarkation shall take place, if possible, ten days after ^e capi- 
tulatixm sfaait be signed ; they slmll receive all the honours of war, sbill 
carry^ B^vay their arms and baggage^ shall not be prisoners of war, and 
shall moreover take with them ten pieces of cannon, from four to eight 
pounders, with ten rounds of shot to each gun; they shaU be conveyed 
to a Frehch port in the Mediterranean. • 

Art. 6, The French ships of war, with their fiatt complement, and 
all merchant ships, to whatever nation or individuab they may ' belong, 
even those of nations at war with the allied pow^ei^,' or thoiK that are 
the property of owners or merchant?; who were subjfects of the alKed 
powers before the arrival of the French, siwtll depart with the French 
army, in order that those that are ships of war may be vMtored to the 
French government, and the merchant ships to tbdr'OMi^narSy or tq tfaeir 
assignees. . * , / 

Answer. Refused. All vessels shall be delivered up as they< are. 

Art. 7* Every single ship that, from the present day to the SOth 
Fructidor, shall arrive from the French Republic, or any of her allies, 
into the ports or roads of Alexandria, shall be comprehended in this ca-. 
pitulation. Every ship of war or commerce, belonging to France, or 
to the allies of the Republic, that shall arrive in the port or road of 
Alexandria within the twenty days immediately following the evacua- 
tion of that place, shall not be considered as lawful prize, but shall 
be set at liberty, with her equipage and cargo, and be furnished with a 
passport from the allied powers. 

Answer. Refused. 

Art. 8. The French and auxiliaiy troops, the civil and military agents, 
attaclied to the army, and all other individuals described in the pre- 
ceding articles, shall be embarked on board some French or other ves- 
sels, actually in the ports of Alexandria, as shall be in a condition to go 
to sea, or on board those of his Britannic Majesty, and of the Sublime 
Porte, within the time fixed by the 5th article. 

Art. 9. Commissioners shall be named by each party to regulate the 
number of vessels to be empk)yed, the number of men to be embarked 
upon them, and generally to provide for aU the difficulties that may 
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arise in carrying into eKeoutioi] tbe pm^efitoafMAiilationi Those com- 
mbsioikeiB ahall agree* upon the* diiierenjt pD$ii;iQ»iS\i4ifdis)uiU'%e taken 
by the t^ips now in the port of Alexandria^ ^d those^. which shall be 
furnished by the allied powers,' so that by a well-regulated urniugement, 
every oocaaion of difference between the^. crews of the several nations 

maybe avoided^' / r ..... 

' Answer. • All. these details will be ^-egulated by tiie English admiral, 
and by an officer of the French navy, named by the General in Chief 

Art 10* Merchints and owner3 of ships, of whatever natidn or re- 
ligion they may be; and also the inhabitants of Egypt, and of eveiy 
other country; who,mi^ at the present time be in Alexandria, whether 
Syriansi Copths, Greeks, Arabs, Jews, &c. and who shall be desirous 
of following the Firench army, shall be embarked with, and enjoy the 
same advantage -with that army; they shall be at liberty to remove 
thdr property of all kinds, and to leave power for the disposal of what 
they may not be able to take away. All arrangements^ all sales, all sti- 
pulations, whether of commerce or of any other nature made by them, 
shall be strictly carried into effect after their departure, and be main- 
takied by the generals of his Britannic Majesty, and of the Sublime 
Porte. Those who may prefer remaining in Egypt a certain time, on 
account of their private afiairs, shall be at liberty so to do, and shall 
have full protection from the allied powers; those also who may be 
desirous of establishing themselves in Egypt, shall be entitled to all the 
privileges and rights of which they were in possession before the arrival 
of the French. 

Answer. Every article of merchandize, whether in the town of Alex- 
andria, or on board the vesseb that are in the ports, shall be provi- 
sionally at the disposition of the allied powers; but subject to such de- 
finitive regulation as may be determined by established usage, and the 
law of nations. Private merchants shall be at liberty to follow the 
French army, or they may remain in the country in security. 

Art 1 ) . None of the inhabitants of Egypt, or of any other nation or 
religion, shall be called to account for their conduct during the period 
of the French troops having been in the country, particularly for having 
taken arms in their favour, or having been employed by them. ^ ■ 

Answer, Granted* 

Art 12. 
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Art 12. The troops, and all others who may be embarked with 
them, shall be fed during their passage, and until their arrival in France, 
at the expence of the allied powers, and conformably to the rules of the 
French navy. The allied powers shall supply every tiling that may bcj 
necessary for the embarkation. 

Answer. — The troops, and all others who may be embarked with thems 
shall be fed during their passage, and until their arrival in France at the 
expence of the aUied powers, according to the usage estabUsl>ed in thq 
marine of England. 

Art 13. The consuls and all other public agents, of the several power$ 
in alliance with the French Republic, shall continue in the enjoyment of 
all the privileges and rights which are granted by civilized natioiis ta 
diplomiatic agents. Their property, all their effects and papers, shall 
be respected, and placed under the protection of the allied powers : tbey 
shall be at liberty to retire or to remain^ as they nmy think fit. 

Answer. — The consuls and all other public agents of the powers in 
alliance With the French Republic, shall be at liberty to remain or to 
retire, as they may judge fit. Their property abd eifects of any kind, 
together with their papers, shall be preserved for them, provided they 
conduct themselves with loyalty, and conformably to the law of 
nations. 

Art 14. The sick who may be judged by the medical staff of the 
army to be in a state for removal, shall be embarked alt the same tim^ 
with the army, upon hospital ships properly furnished with medicines, 
provisions, and every other store that may be necessary for their situa* 
tion; and they shall be attended with French surgeons. Those of the 
sick who may not be in a condition to undertake the voyage, shall be de- 
livered over to the care and humanity of the allied powers. French phy- 
sicians and other medical assistance shall be left for their care, to be 
maintained at the expence of the allied powers, who shall send them to 
France as soon as their state of health will permit, together widi ai?y 
thing belon^ng to them, in the same manner as has been proposed for 
the rest of the army. 

Answer. — Granted. The ships destined for hospitals shall be pre- 
pared for the reception of those who may fall sick during the passage* 
The medical staff of tlie two armies shall concert together in what man- 
ner 
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ner to dispose of those of the sick^ who, haying contagious disorders; 
ought not to have communication with the others. 

Art. 15, Horse transports for conveying sixty horses, with every 
thing necessary for their subsistence during the passage, shall be fur- 
nished. 

Answer,— Granted. 

Art. 16. The individuals composing the Institute of Egypt, and the 
Commission of Arts, shall carry with them all the papers, plans, memoirs^ 
collections of natural history, and all the monuments of art and anti? 
quity, collected by them ip Egypt. 

Answer.— The members of the Institute may carry with diem all the 
instruments of arts and science, which they have brought from France; 
but the Arabian manuscripts^ the statues, and other collections which 
have been made for the French Republic, shall be considered as puUic 
property, and iKibject to the disposal of the generals of the combined 
army. 

General Hc^e having declared, in consequence of some observations 
of the Commander in Chief of the French army, that he could make • 
no alteration in this article, it has been agtieed that a reference there- 
upon should be made to the Commander in Chief of the combined 
army. 

Art. 17. The vessels which shall be employed in conveying the 
French and auxiliary army, as well as the diiferent persons who shall ' 
accompany it, shall be escorted by ships of war belonging to the alhed 
powers, who formally engage that they shall not in any manner, be 
molested duriiig their voyage ; the safety of such of these vessels as may 
be separated by stress of weather, or other accidents, shall be guaran*- 
teed by the generals- of the allied forces; the vessels conveying the French 
army shall not, under any pretence, touch at any other than the French 
coast, except in case of absolute necessity. 

Answer. — Granted. The Commander in Chief of the French army 
entering into a reciprocal engagement that none of these vessels shall 
be molested during their stay in France, or on their return ; he equally 
engaging that they shall be furnished with every thing which may be 
necessary, according to the constant practice of European powers. 

Art. 18. At the time of giving up the camps and forts according 
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to the terms of the third article, the prisoners' in Egypt shall be respec- 
tively given up on both sides. 

Answer. — Granted. 

Art 19, Commissioners shall be named to receive the artillery of 
the place and of the forts, stores, magazines, plans, and other articles 
that the French leave to the allied powers; and lists and inventories 
shall be made out, signed by the commissaries of tbe different powers, 
according as the forts and magazines shall be given up to the allied 
powers. 

Answer. — Granted. Provided that all the plans of the city and forts 
of Alexandria, as well as all maps of the country, shall be delivered up 
to the English commissary. The batteries, cisterns, and other public 
buildings, shall also be given up in the oondition in which they actually 
are. 

Art 20. A passport shall be granted to a French armed vessel, in 
order to convey to Toulon, immediately after the camps and forts be- 
fore-mentioned shall be given up, officers charged by the Commander in 
Chief to carry to his government the present cp^pituliEttion. 

Answer. — Granted. But if it is a French veissel it shall not be armed. 

Art. 21. On giving up the camps and forts mentioned in the pre- 
ceding articles, hostages shall be given on both sides, in order to gua- 
rantee the execution of the presfent treaty. They shall be chosen- from 
among the officers of rank in the respective armies: namely, fout fronv 
the French array, t^o from the British troops, and two from the troops 
of the Sublime Porte. The four French hostages «halt be embarked on 
board the English ship, commanding the squadron; and the four British 
and Turkish hostages on board one of the vessels which ^all 'carry the 
Commander in Chief, or the lieutenant generals. They shall all be re- 
ciprocally delivered up on their arrival in France. 

Answer. — There shall be placed in the hands of the Commander in 
Chief of the French army, four officers of rank as hostages: namely, one 
officer of the navy, one officer of the Britisl^ aimy, and two officewof the 
Turkish army. The Commander in Chief shall, in Bke manner, place in 
the hands of the Commander in Chief of the British army four officers of 
rank. The hostages shall be restored on both sides at the period af the 
embarkation. 

Art. 22. 
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Art 22. If any difficulties should arise during the execution of tliq 
{>resent capitulation^ they sliall be amicably settled by the commissaries 
of the armies. .... 

. Aos^^r*. Granted. 

(Signed) Keith, Admiral. ^ 

J.. Hely Hutchinson, Lieutenant General, 

. Commander in Chief. , 

HussiM, Capitan Pacha. 
Abdouxlah Jacques Fbancois Msnou, - 
General in Chief of the French army. 
> , . Jakes Keacpt, lieutenant Colonel apd Se- 

cretary. . 



Head Quarters^ Camp before Akxafidtia^^ 
Mr LoRP, August igfA, lebi. 

THE last division of the French troops who surrendered at Cairo, 
sailed from the bay of Aboukir a few days ago. There h^ve been em- 
barked in aU, near ia,500 persons. The garrispn of Cairo consisted of 
about 8000. troops of all descriptions, fit for duty, not including 1000 
siqk, and a considerable number of invalids. Tlie total amounts to near 
10,000 soldiers;. amongst whom tliere was a very small proportion of 
Greeks and. Copts, not more than four or five hundred men: the re- 
mainder ,we]:e all' French. The otli,er persons embarked were followers of 
the. army, ^andatUchedt to it in various civil capacities. 

Major General .Craddock having been confined at Cairo by illness, I 
entrusted the comm^d of the troops to Major General Moore, who, 
during a long march of a very i^vel and critical nature, displayed much 
judgment, and conducted lumself in the most able and judicious manner. 
Notwithstanding the. mixture of Turks, British, and French, the utmost 
I'egi^l^rity was preserved, and po one disagreeable circumstance ever took 
place. My.prej^nce at Cairo was rendered indispensably necessaiy, by 
some arrangements which I was obliged to make with his Highness the 
Grand Vizier. l .. .. 

Major General BaUrd, after having struggled with many difficulties in 
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passmg the desert, axi4 Grom. w^nt of boats tojdescenii t^ ]||^> W at 
lengtlv. arrived at Cairo with *be greatest part of the tiroopa imd^r.lm 
command: and I imagine he will reach Rosetta in the course of a.few 
days: be has been directed to detach a certain. number of troofis to Da^ 
xaiett^, and to leave a garrison at Giza. 

We two days ago commenced out operations against, Alexandria; as 
yet no event of any consequence has taken place; we Ijave lost a few 
men, and taken a few prisoners. 

Major General Coote has been detached with a considerable corps to 
the westward, in order to invest the town completely on that side, and to 
cut off the communication of the enemy ^th the Araba^ who have beea 
in the habits of supplying them with small qua:i|tities of cattle and other 
kinds of fresh provisions. General Coote's first bperation will be directed 
against Marabou, a castle on an island at the entrance of the old har^ 
hour of Alexandria^ 

I cannot conqlude this letter without stating to your lordi^ip the 
many obligations I have to Lord Keith and the navy, for the great exer- 
tions they have used in forwarding to us the necessary aujiqfilieSy and from 
the fatigue they have undergone in the late embarkation of a consider* 
able number of troops and stores, who were embarked oa the new lake^ 
and proceeded to the westward under the orders of Major General Coote* 
The utmost dispatch has also been used in sending the French troops 
lately captured to France; which in our present position was a service of 
the most essential consequence. 

r have the honour to be, &a &c. 
(Signed) John Hjily Hutchinsoit, 

LieuteiumI General* 



Extract of a Letter from Lieutenant General the HonauraUe Sir J,Bun 
HxltHutchiksok, K. B. to the Right Honoi^rableLor^llosAJiTy 

ieOedHead Quarters^ Campbffore Alexandriety AuguH^ IQth, i8pi.>) 

.... . ^ ,, ^/ , .. 

I WAS honour^ with yom lordship's dispatches of ^^helj^ithof May ak 
Cahro, where I lematned to settle soBie e«ieatial businiss wUh his Highr- 
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lifeiS thc^GTahd Viiicr on the subject of the Mamelukes. I have put 
their afilors in a train bf negotiation, and hope to bring them to^a for- 
tunate issue. 

The siege of Alexandria will probably be attended wth many diffi- 
culties; the works towards the east "side, l^ereVe ire encam^d, are 
prodigiously istrdngV and tan hardly be approached on account of the 
narrowness 6fuie spacer between the lake and the sea^ and the nature of 
the ground; towards the west the works are not so strong, but however 
the difficulties in approaching them are also numerous; the corps there 
h completely in the desert^ the communication with lis, (by whoih they 
ihust be supplied with every thing) is tedious, and the boats employed 
have most severe duty to perfoim; General Coote has however been so 
fbrtunate as to find water; on the whole I cannot flatter myself thkt 
Ale^tandria will be in our possession in such a short time; unless sotne 
event takes placet of which we are not at present aware. 

The reinforcements irom England, Minorcai and Malta, are all arrived, 
except the 48th regiment firom the latter place; they are very &ie troops, 
and in a perfect state of health, order, luid discipline. 



ZfSOL 



Copy of a Letter from the Right Honourable Lord Keith, Admiral of 
the Blue^ ^c. to Evan Nspean, Esq. dated Foudroyant^ Bay of 

Aboukir, September 2dyl60}. 

' * ' ■ . '. 

Stay 

I HAVE the honour and satisfaction of acquainting you for the infor- 
mation of the Lords Commissioners of the Admiralty, that the important 
object of this expedition is fully accomplished. A capitulation (a copy 
of ifbiich IS ei3icl<Med) has been tius day signed, providing fi>r th»detivery 
to fbe^^lies, to morrow, of the enemy '-s entrenched camp on the eaatora 
side of AlexandHa, and the fort Triangukire, and other impMtant pdats 
on the western side; and for that of the town itself, the public effects 
and the shipfnng in -tlve^ haHxm^, at the dxpiratiM^ ten^d^i^ ors<k>neir 
if tbe eniemy 's troops csa be Mmet embarked. Afe Mon^as I oaa obtain th^ 
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return &f the • ships and eiFects they shall be transmitted to you* The 
mercbant'ViAssebaie venynamo'ous; and one bid Ven€tia«i<ship' of die 
line, with the French frigates Egyptienne, Justice, and Reg^n6r6y'.aud 
some corvettes are known to be in the pc^rt ■ - • ^ . » 

• Their 'lopdsbips will nbt fkil to have observed from my former detoils, 
the nfefitOTiOus conduct of the biBcerS' a^d men who have been frodn 
time to time employed on the various dutite whtcb the debarkation of the 
aimy and a co-operation with them has re<^uired« * Theopportimities.for 
bnllianit exertion have been few sihee the;8di of March, the desire for 
participating in it has been unremitted. But the nature of this expedi- 
tion has demanded from most of the officers and seamen of the fleet, and 
particularly from those of the troop-fehips, bomb-vessels, and transports, 
the endurance of labour, fatigue, and privation, far beyond what I have 
witnessed before, and which I verily believe to have exceeded all former 
examples; and it has been encountered and surmounted with a d^ree 
of resolution and perseverance which merits my highest praise, and 
gives both officers and men just claim to the protection of their lord- 
ships, and the approbation of their country. The number of officers to 
whom I owe this tribute of approbation does not admit of my mention- 
ing them by name, but most of the captains of the troop-^hips have been 
employed in the superjntendance of these duties, and I have had repeated 
and urgent offisrs of voluntary service from all. 

The agents for transports have conducted themselves with laudable 
diligence and activity in the service of die several departments to which 
they are attached, and displayed the greatest exertion and ability in over- 
coming the numerous difficulties with which they had to contend. 

The captains and commanders of the ships appointed for guarding the 
port have executed that tedious and anxious duty with diligence and 
success," during my absence from the squadron, the blockade ha^ been 
conducted much to my satisfaction by Rear Admiral Sir R. Bickerton ; 
and justice requires me to mention, that when I was with the squadron. 
Captain Wilson, of the Trusty, wa» unwearied in bis attention to the 
direction of all duties in this bay. 

* TTie Capitan Pacha has uniformly manifested the most anxious desire 
of contributing by every means in his power to the promotion of the ser- 
vice. Having been generally on shore with his troops, the ships have 
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been submitted, by his orders, to my direction^ and. the officers have 
paid the most respectful attention te. the instructions they- have received 
from me. 

Captain Sir Sydney Smith, ivho has served /with such disttognisbed 
reputation in this couiitry, having appHed to be the ^beaxerof. the dis- 
patches announcing the e^^pulsipn of» the- enemyy l have oomplied with 
his request; artd I beg to refer their lordships- to tha* active and- krtd* 
ligent officer, for any particnlaf infopmation relative to this or other parts 
of the country, on Afhich he has had opportunities of makii^reinarhs. 

...... I have tlie honour to be^ &c. 

' ' ' ' (Signed) • • Keith. 
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TkAtMtS O/^ iPAftLTAMENTT HO'tkc ArMT ««d'NAT*. 



T'x -^ .At ;.. V- 



^ t^RD Hobait pursuant to hts ttotiite, m^ tb iiieve *' the tfeinks of 
the house to those gallant and iheriteriow oflScers wbo^adsd kbly «tnd 
eminently distinguislied themselves during the late war* Whatever 
diflferencc of opinion there might be, as to the success of that war, or 
the qieiimr m whkh it Mras coodnded; *whatei«r difference mi^ttt e&kt; 
as to the manner in which it had been carried on by the late, or the 
present ministers, he trusted that on the point to which he was about to 
cbU the attention of the house, there would be but one opinion* — d&t 
our foroes by sea and land had displayed the most unexampled brnvery* 
He could enumerate numberless instances of isdividuat valor^ Itmt tliey 
had all been, already before the public. The bravery" ^f oiir seanien m 
this war almost exceeded any thing ever known before. . Of the ^vaiMt: 
of their services some estimate might he made, when it was knows thaA. 
in the course of the war there were taken^ burnt, or destroyed^ aeventT' 
seven ships of the line belonging to our enemies, one hundred and 
twenty-four frigates, and about one thousand small armed vessels of 
different kinds. The British army was also intitled to a high degree 
of praise; wherever it was engaged on equal terms, it was victorious; 
a great part of our successes during the war were owing to our military; 
and although the valour of: all our officers was almdj^^so well known, 
as to render it unniscessary for him to mention pa^ioidar &€tSy or indi- 
viduals, yet there was onts officer whom he.ishotxldt.tiiimfi^ faedbuse. by 
mistake no mention had been made of him in. die dispatdhes^ of Lord 
Hutcliinson, and to pass him by without notice would faedobig an ure*- 
trievable injury t<^ his &me; the officer he .aU«dedr|to wots iGfeneoal 
Doyle ; it bappenecl at the time hia division proceededi toiattaok' ar ifort 
neAr Alexandria, thatshe was at the distance of iwat foxtyimiies^ h4>4MCr 
ing.under a severe fit of illness;, the.mdment'he he^ixl. of the. intended 
attack, Jhe.got out of hjs.lfed, rdwle piver the desert,? joined; ]|us troops^; 
and fought with the same degree of b^»^^er}{rwlti<ih^lo.b^di alwJfi'^dis- 
played on every former occassion. His Lordship then read a letter, 
which he said he had received'-^rom ireireraf Lord Hutchinson, dated 
Malta, in which that brave and noble person expressed his regret, that in 
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his fonner dispatch he had omitted the name of General Doyle; of whom 
he also spoke in high terms of praise. His Lordship SAid :he thought 
it but justice to state this fact; he also conceived it would be unneces- 
sary to dwell any longer on this subject, and co^cl^de|d widi the*atie 
motions wit;h tjbose moved by i^he C^ncellor Qf the JB^clieqMr.": ,. 

Extract rfu Lttttrfrmn General Hutchinson' ta Lord HoBAitt'. 

IN my hat di^atch, which relates to the capture of Alejomdrtu; I 
worded a sefttence m so confased and inexplicit a manner, a9 to Miidier 
it doubtftil whether Brigadier General Doyle was sctastty present or 
not witk.Us faiigade on that day. He not only was at their heid^ tiM 
conducted himself as he always does, in the most gallant and hand^ 
some manner. I am happy to have this opportunity of doing justice to 
the merits of a moat active, diligent, and zealous general officer. 

I have the honour, 

&c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) J. H. Hutchtns*^. ■ 
Lord Hohart, S^c. S^c* S^c. 

General Hutchinaon,. not satisfied only with this public reparation to 
General Doyle's feelings, addressed on his arrival at Maha, a private 
letter to General Ik);f^, ii4iich, whilst it must have been highly grati- 
fying to that Oenecal, did his own head and heart the highest honour; 
nor did he confine hia sentiments of approbation to this circumstance 
alone, but thus expressed himself at the conclusion : 

<' It was not only, on ibe ifth of August that I had reason to ap- 
plaud your manner of ousting, but during the whole course of a long 
and arduous, campaign- your 2eak)us exertions gave me the greatest 
reason to a9>prave ot'yoar conduct, and I shall ever aduiowledge them 
to have been highly beneficial to the public service." 

ii « y\ 
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DISTINCTIONS 

Conferred on the Officebs and Corps employed in the Egyptian 

Expedition^ 
J5y His Majesty the KING o/*Great Britain, 

The Houses of Parliament, 
And His Imperial Majesty the Grand Signob. 

A Cenotaph to the memory of Sir Ralph Abercromby : a peerage to 
liis widow, and a pension of two thousand pounds per annum. — The 
tiianks of both houses of parliament to the army and navy for their 
conduct in the three first auctions, and again repeated on the final success 
of the expedition — A circular letter from his Royal Highness the Com- 
mander in Chief— Major General Hutchinson first invested with the 
Order of the Bath, with the rank of Lieutenant General and Commander 
in Chief in the Mediterranean, and subsequently created a British peer, 
with a pension of two thousand pounds per annum. — Admiral Lord 
Keith created a British peer — Major General Coote invested with the 
Order of the Bath — Each regiment allowed to carry in their colours the 
emblem of a sphinx, and to have the word Egypt inscribed. 



To perpetuate the services rendered to the Ottoman empire, the 
Grand Signor established an order of knighthood, which he named 
the Order of the Crescent. 

In the first class were Lord Hutchinson, Lord Keith, Admiral Bicker- 
ton, Major General Coote, Major General Baird, and Lord Elgin. In 
the second the general oflScers and naval officers of equal rank. 

The field officers had large gold medals given them ; to the captains 
smaller gold medals were distributed; and to the subalterns still less — And 
finally, as a further proof of the sense he entertained of the services ren- 
dered him in that campaign and the loyalty and good faith of the Eng- 
lish nation, the Grand Signor has ordered a palace to be built in Con- 
jBtantinople for the future residence of British ambassadors. 
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SIR Ralph Abercromby's body was carried in the Flora frigate to 
Malta, and buried in tbp^n^xth eo^tbasdon of the fortifications of La 
Valette. 

A black marble tomb-stone laid horizontally, marks the place of 
interment, on which is the following inscription, written by the Libra- 
rian of the Order of Malta. ' 



MEMORISE 

. EApULPHI ABERCROMBI, SCOTI, 

:5ft.UITI^.ORDINE BALNEO DICTI. 
.• VIRI 

.* PROBITATE 
MENTIS, MAGNITUDXNE, ANIMO MAXIMO, 
ET ARMIS IN BELLO AMERICANO, ATQUE HOLLANDICO 

CLARISSIMi: 

QUEM 

GEORGIUS III. MAONiE BRITANNIJE REX, 

POPULIS PLAUDENTIBUS, 

BRITANNICI TERRESTRIS EXERCITUS AD MARE MEDITER. 

DUCEM SUPREMUM DIXIT. 

QUO MUNERE, 

EXPEDITIONEM JEOYPTIACAM CONFICIENS, 

ORAM iEGYPTI UNIVERSAM 

GALLORUM COPIIS STRENUISS. UNDIQUE ADVERSANTIBVS, 

UN6 IMPETU occupavit: tenuit: 

IDEMQUE PROGREDIENS 

EARUM CONATUS NON SEMEL FREGIT: COMPRBSSIT: 

DONiCUM, SIGKIS CUM OALLO CONLATIS 

CJlVttiTO PttOELIO AD ALEXANDRIAM COMMISSO 

ANNO MDCCCI. DIE XXI. M. MARTII 

IN PRIMA ACIE IN IPSO VICTORIiE SINU 

lETALE VULNUS FEMORE EXCIPIENS 

MAGNO' StrORUM DESIDERIO, EXTINCTUS EST. 

DIE XXVIII EJUSDEM MENSIS, ANNO JETAT. SVJE 68. 

dux/ REI BELLIC^ PERITIA, 

AAA PROVIDENTIA 
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PEOVIDENTIA IN CONSULENDO, FORTITUDINE IN EXSEQUENDO, 

AC FIDE INTEGRA IN REGNI ET REGIS GLORIAM, 

SPECTATISSIMUS. 

HUNC, REX, HUNC, MAGNA BRITANNIA FLEVIT. 



HENRICUS PIGOT 

PRJEPOSITUS GEN. REGIA POTESTATE 

PRiESIDIAR. MILITUM BRITANNICORUM 

IN HAC INSULA CONSISTENTIUM, 

OPTIMI DUCIS CINERIB. EODEM ANNO DIE XXIX. APRILIS 

"FUNERE PUBLICO, HUC INLATIS 

BENE MERENTI FACIENDUM CURAVIT 

PIETATIS CAUSA. 

Fmtto dal bibliotecarh 
Fra. Giaocchino Navarro* 
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TO THE M^MOBY 

OF RALPH ABERCROMBIE, a native of Scotland, 

KNIGHT OF THE OBDBR OF THE BATH; 

A MAN, 

HIGHLY DISTINGUISHED FOB HIS PBOBITY, 

MTAGNANIMITY, CONSUMMATB COUBAGE 

AND MILITABY TALENTS, 

IN THE SEVEBAL WARS OF AMERICA AND HOLLAND.* 

WHOM GEORGE THE THIRD, KING OP 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

WITH THE UNIVEBSAL APFBOBATION OF HIS SUBJECTS, 

APPOINTED COMMANDER IN CHIEF 

OF THE BRITISH ARMY IN THB HEDITBRRANBAN SEA. 

IN WHICH CAPACITY, 

COMPLETING AN EXPEDITION TO EGYPT, 

HE, 

ALTHOUGH EVERY WHERE OPPOSED BY THE BRAVEST 

OF THE TROOPS OF FRANCE, 

IN ONE FORCIBLE ATTACK GAINED, AND KEPT 

POSSESSION OF THE WHOLE EGYPTIAN COAST; 

AND IN HIS PROGRESS DEFEATED AND SUPPRESSED 

THEIR ENDEAVOURS TO OPPOSE HIM: 

UNTIL, THE BRITISH AND FBENCH ARMIES 

ENGAGING IN A SANGUINARY CONFLICT NEAR 

ALEXANDRIA, 

*0N THE 21st day OF MARCH, IN THE YEAR 1801, 

WHILST FIGHTING IN THE FOREMOST RANKS, 

AND IN THE VERY BOSOM OF VICTOBY, 

HE RECEIVED A MORTAL WOUND 

IN HIS thigh; 

OF WHICH, TO THE KEEN REGRET OF ALL, WHO KNEW HIM, 

HE EXPIRED 

ON THE 28th day OF THE SAME- MONTH, IN THE 68TH 

YEAR OF HIS AGE, 

HE WAS A COMMANDER 

EMINENTLY CONSPICUOUS FOR HIS SKILL IN THE ART OF WAR; 

A A A 2 FOR 
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FOR HIS PRUDENCE IN PROJECTING, 

AND BRAVERY IN BXpCUTJ[N.e.. »1$ JtfJ^BURES, 

AND FOR HIS UNSULLIED HONOR, IN ALL, THAT 

CONCERNED THE GLORY OF^HIS COUNTRY AND KING. 

UIS SOVEREIGN AND GREAT BRITAIN WERE ALIKE 

. aRXEVED AT HIS LOSS. 



HENRY PIGOT, 

APPOINTED 3Y ROYAL AUTHORITY 

COMMANDER IN C^I£F OFr THE GARRISON 

OF BRITISH TROOPS, STATIONED 

IN THIS ISIjAND, HAS PIODLY ORDERED 

THIS TO BE RAISED OVER THE ASHES 

OE THAT EXCELLENT AND WELL DESERVING 

OFFICER, CONVEYED HITHER, IN PUBLIC 

FUNERAL, ON THE ^QTH DAY OF 

APRIL, IN THE SAME YEAR. 
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ADDITIONAL APPENDIX. 



Proclamation of General Menou ta the Inhabitants of Egypt ^ on the 
Appearance of the Engli^k Fleet on the Coast. 

Menou, Gen6ral en Chef. 
A tous les Grands et Petits, Riches et Pauvres, k tons les Cheyks et 

Ulimas, k tous ccux qui suivent la vraie Religion, k tous les Habitans 

de I'Egypte, enfin Salut 

Au Quartier-GSniral du Caire, le 14 VenUse, An Neuf 
de la Ripublique FrangoisCy une et indivisible. 

AU nom de Dieu, clement et mis^ricordieux. II n'y a de Dieu que 
Dieu, et Mahomet est son prophfete. 

C'est Dieu qui dirige les armies, il donne la victoire k qui il lui plait, 
r^p^e flamboyante de son ange pr^cMe toujours les troupes Franjpoises, 
et aneantit leurs ennemis. Les Anglois, qui partout sont les oppres- 
seurs du genre huraain, viennent de paroltre sur les c6tes; s'ils mettent 
pied k terre, ils seront culbut^s dans la men Les Osmanlis ppuss6s par 
les m6mes Anglois font aussi du mouvement; s'ils s'avancent, ils ren- 
treront dans la poussi6re des deserts, qui les engloutira. 

Vous, habitants de I'Egypte et du Caire, je vous previens, que si vous 
vous conduisez, ainsi que le doivent faire les hommes craignant Dieu, 
si vous restez tranquilles dans vos maisons, si vous vaquez k vos affaires 
comme de coutume, vous n avez rien k craindre: mais je vous previens 
aussi que s'il arriveroit k quelqu'un d'entre vous de vouloir exciter des 
mouvemens, et de se r^volter centre le gouvernement Franipois, je le 
jure au nom de Dieu et de son prophfete, sa t6te tombera k Tinstant. — 
Rappellez vous ce qui est arrive lors du dernier si^ge du Caire — le sang 
de vos peres, de vos enfans, de vos femmes, a coul6 dans toute I'Egypte, 
et principalement dans la ville du Caire, vos propri^t^s ont et6 pill6es et 
ravag^es, vous avez ii^ tax^s k de tr^s fortes contributions extraordin 
naires. Mettez bien dans votre esprit tout ce que je viens de vous dire. 

Salut k qui est dans la bonne voie, malheur k qui s'en 6carte. 

(Sign6) Menou. 

TRANSLATION. 
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TRANSLATION. 

Menou, General in Chief. 

To all Higli ami Low, Rich and Poor, tp all Scheiks, and Ulimas, to all 
those who follow die true Religion, to all the Inhabitants of Egypt, 
greeting. 

At our Head-Quarters at CairOy the I4th Ventdse (the 5th 
March) the Qthyear of the French Comfwnwealih^ one 
and indivisible. 

IN the name of God, clement and merciful. Tliere is no God but 
God, and IMahommet is his prophet. 

It is God who directs the armies, and grants victories unto whom he 
pleases, the flaming sword of his angel shines always before the Freuch 
troops, and destroys their enemies. The English who ev^rj where op- 
press mankind, have made their appearance off the coast; if they set 
a foot on shore, they shall be thrown into the sea. The Osmanlis, insti- 
gated by the English are also moving; if they advance they shall be re- 
duced into dust, and the Desert will swallow them up. 

You. inhabitants of Egypt and of Cairo, I tell you, that if you be- 
have as men ought to do, who fear God, if you remain quiet at home, 
minding your own business as usual, you have nothing to fear. But 
I warn you also, that in case any among you should dare to bring on 
disturbances by revolting against the French government, I do swear 
in the name of God and of his prophet, hi3 head shall be cut off in an 
instant. — Remember well what happened during the last siege of Cairo 
— the blood of your fathers, of your children, of your wives, has been 
spilt all over Egypt, and chiefly in the city of Cairo. Your properties 
have been plundered and laid waste, enormous extraordinary taxes have 
been levied upon you. Mind seriously what I have told you. 

Greeting to all those who follow the right way; woe to those who 
walk astray. 

(Signed) Menou. 



ii"<'.»^ 
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ArMEE l/OltIE»T« 

Liberie. EgalitI;, • 

RiPUBLIQUE FRANfOISE. 

Au Quartier-GSniral de Rhamanii k 24 Ventdse (15 Man) 
An Q dela Ripubliqtiey une tt indivisible. 

Menou, G^n6ral en Chef, au G6n6ral Roize, commandant la cavalerie 

de I'arm^e. 

Citoyen General, 

JE donne Tordre au G6n6ral Bron de partir avec 
toute la cavalerie qui est ici, pouf se rendre sous vos ordres k Daman- 
hour — je ne garde avec moi que mes guides(, Vraisemblablement ar- 
riveront demain matin, avec la division du G6n6ral Rampont, cent dra- 
gons du 20me regiment: dfes qu'ils seront arrives, je les ferai .filer sur 
Damanhour. 

Le pauvre Latour etant hors d'dtat de commander son regiment, et 
le chef d'escadron R6frogn6 ay ant 6t6 tu6, I'autre chef bless^, il est 
important de choisir un excellent capitaine pour commander ce regi- 
ment; je vous autorise i faire ce choix; vous en causerez avec le G6n6- 
ral Bron. 

Tons les jours vous porterez des reconnoissances sur la route d'Alex- 
andrie, et m^me jusques sous les murs de cette ville, jusqu'ji ce que j'aie 
rassembl6 toutes les troupes, etque je vous aie rejoint, ce qui, j'espfere, ne 
tardera pas. L'ennemi n'a point de cavalerie, Jlinsi vous pouvez pousser 
vos reconnoissances aussi loin que possible. II est important de s'assu- 
rer si I'ennemi n'aura pas coup6 et retranch6 la digue, par-del^ B^da, s'il 
n'aura pas tent6 de faire entrer I'eau du Lac Maadie dans le calisch, et 
de 1^ dans la plaine. 

Vous examinerez s'il y aurc^t quelques moyens d'^viter le chemin de 
la digue en prenant dans le Lac Mareotis. 

Vous sentez, Citoyen G6n6ral, qu'il faut que les reconnoissances soient 
faites avec beaucoup de soin. 

J'envoye ^Damanhour, un officier du g^nie avec un officier d*artillerie, 
I'un et I'aatre sont charg6 de faire les reconnoissances les plus complettes 
de Tennemi, de ses positions, et des chemins les plus convenables pour se 
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porter sur Alexandrie clans toutes les hypothecs possibles. Vous leur 
donnerez un bo;i d^tachement pour remplir cette mission. 

II est trfes important que vous trouviez les nioyens de faire arriver un 
billet a Alexandrie, au G6n6ral Friant, soit par des hommes du pays . 
soit par un d^tachement de vdtre cavalerie, ou par tons les deux k la 
fois. Le billet que vous donneriez aux gens du pays, porterait seulement 
ce qui suit, le gin6ralen chef arrive avec Varmie. 

Le d6tachement de cavalerie pourrait porter des details plus circon- 
vStanci^s sur le nombre des troupes qui consistent dans la 13me, la SQme, ' 
la 21 me, la 2me, la 32me, la 88me, un bataillon dela 29me, un bataillon 
Grec, et toute la cavalerie. J'espfere qu'avec tout cela r6uni, nous ferons 
vigoureusement rebrousser chemin k messieurs les Anglais. 

Dites aux troupes que vous commandez, Citoyen G6n6ral, que c'est 
en Egypte que se fera la paix g^n^rale, que I'ann^e d'orient a commen- 
ce la guerre en Europe, qu'elle la finira en Egypte. C'est le dernier 
coup de collier des Anglais. 

Nous sommes c\ Naples, j'ai ref u des depfiches du General Murat. 

Je vous salue, 
(Signe) Abd. Menou. 

P. S. Je sais que les Anglais ont fait demander des vivres k quelques 
villages; faites bien dire k tons ceux qui sont sur la route d'Alexandrle, 
qu'on d^truira de fond en comble tons ceux qui auroient fourni m^me 
un seul mputon. A, M. 

TRANSLATION. 

Army of the East. 
Liberty. Equality. 

French Commonwealth. 

At Head Quarters at Rhamanieh the 24th Ventdse (\5th 
Maixh) Qth Year of the Comynomcealth^ one aiid indivi- 
sible. 

JMexVOu, Chief General, to General Roize, commanding the Cavalry 

of the Army. 
Citizen General, 
I GIVE orders to General Bron to set off with all the cavalry at 
present here, in order to be under your orders at Damanhour. I only 

keep 
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keep the guides wkb me. Probably to*n|orfow mMming one hundred 
dragoons of the 20th lament will arrive with the division of General 
Rampon ; as soon as they come I shall order them to Damanhour. 

Poor Latour not being able to command his own regiment, and the 
chief of squadron Refrogna having been killed, and the other chief 
wounded, it is of the utmost importance to appoint a very good officer 
to command that regiment I authorise you to select one ; you will 
consult General Bron. 

Every day you will send reconnoitring parties on the road to Alexan- 
dria, and even as far as the walls of that city, until I have assembled 
all the troops and joined you ; and that, I hope, will soon take place. 
The enemy has no cavalry ; so you may reconnoitre as far as possible. 
It is highly important to ascertain whether the enemy has cut and en- 
trenched the dam beyond B^da ; whether he has attempted to introduce 
the water of lake Maadie into the Calisch, and from thence into the 
plain. 

You will examine whether it will be possible to avoid the road of the 
dam, going through lake Mareotis. 

You must be convinced. Citizen General, that the reconnoitrings 
should be made very carefully. 

I send to Damanhour an engineer officer, and one of the artillery, being 
both entrusted with the most important reconnoitrings of the enemy, as 
to his positions, and the roads most convenient to advance to Alexandria 
at all possible events. You will furnish a sufficient detachment to ac* 
complish that object. 

' It is yery essential that you contrive some means by which a letter 
may reach General Friant at Alexandria, either by sending it by men of 
the country, or by a detachment of your cavalry, or by both at once. 
The letter you send by the natives should only say, the General in Chief 
cemes with the army. 

The detachment of the cavalry might carry detailed statements of the 
niunber of troops, which consist of the 13th, 85th, 21st, 2d, 32d, 88th^ 
a battalion of the 25tH, a Greek battalion, and all the cavalry. I hope. 
With all that united, we shall compel the English gentry to measure back 
their ground. 

Tell the troops under your command, Citizen General, that the ge- 
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tier&l Peace will be made in Egypt ; that the Army of the East has bcgnA 
the war in Europe^ and will finish it in Egypt. It is the last tSoxt of 
the English. 
We are at Naples ; I have received dispatches from General Murat. 

I wish you well 

(Signed) Abd. Menou. 

P. S, I am informed that the English have demanded supplies from 
some villages ; let all those situated on the way to Alexandria be made 
Veil Acquaihted that they shall be wholly destroyed, if they are found to 
have furfiiihed even a single sheep. A. M. 



27 Ventdsc (18 Mars) au soir. 
Le Crineral D'Estaing au Giniral Roize. 

JE vous envoye, mon g^n^ral, dix-nenf prisonniers Anglois que n6us 
avons pris aujourd'hui, apr^s avoir tu6 trente et bless^ autant de Cava* 
liers, ce qui r6duit de plus de moiti6 leur disponible dans cette arme. 
Le colonel qui les commandait a 6t6 tu^. Le d6tachement du 7me ^^eai 
tr^s-bien conduit, mais il 6toit trop foible. Envoyez-moi du monde d^ 
le matin, et donnez-moi des nouvelles des deux reconnoissanoes, car je 
n'en ai pas. Envoyez aussi prendre deux blesses que je ne peux vooa 
envoyer. Le Capitain Vivier est du nombre ; il a '^t^ bleas^ par un ca- 
valier qui 6tait d6]k rendu. Cet officier s'est trfes-bien conduit, msus il 
est h craindre qu'il n'en revienne pas. Notre perte est fort 16g6ie : nous 
avons un mar6chal de logis tu6, cmq blesses. La compagnie de gr^l&t 
diers nous a fort servis. 

Venillez faire passer au ginir^X en d^ef le paquet ci-jdint avcc les 
prisonniers. 

Je vous salue, 

D'EsTAiiro. . 

TRANS- 
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TRANSLATION. 

Tf^ V*^ V^t^ (18^4 M^rch) ifi the evening. 
General D'Estaing to General Roize, 

I SEND you, general, nineteen English prisoners taken this day, 
after having killed thirty horsemen and wounded as many ; which dimi- 
nishes by above one half the cavalry they can bring into action. The 
colonel who commanded them has been killed. The detachment of the 
7 th has behaved very well, but it was too weak. Send me a reinforce- 
ment early in the morning, with some news of the two reconnoitring 
parties, for I have none. Send also for two wounded men, as I cannot 
send them to you. Captain Vivier is one of them ; he has been 
wounded by a horseman who had already surrendered. TTiis officer 
behaved gallantly, but it is to be feared he will not recover. Our loss is 
trifling ; we have had a quarter-master killed, and five men wounded. 
The company of grenadiers has been very useful to us. 

Please to forward this packet and the prisoners to the general. 

I wish you wclL 
(Signed) D^Estaing. 



March 1601, from GalH war J}q.mitnh9[ux. 

Translation of a Jjstier from the Arab Scheick A3041-L Gawy al 
Baooo^hi, to Sir Sydney Smith. 

[After the usu^l Titles «nd Compliments] 
YESTERDAY the whole French army entered Damanhour; none of 
tlioin ar€ left either at Cairo or any where else in the interior. They 
meditate an attack on you in the night : therefore it is necessary for 
yoU to reinforce your posts on tlie land side, and to be prepared to re- 
ceive them. 

You will be victorious, and we will join you : we will fall upon their 
Year. The day of the battle we saw them fly from the hilU of Alex- 
dria. 

Health to you ! 
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• INVINCIBLE STANDARD. 

Narrative (by authority) of the Mmements of the A2d Royal highland 
Regiment on the list ofMarch, 1801. 

Oq the morniii^ of the 2i8t of March the picquets of the reserve had 
given their fire and i^tired, when Brigadier General Oakes ordered the 
left wing of the 42d to advance. Major Stirling, who commanded this 
wing, gained the left of the redoubt, in which the 28th vegiment had 
taken .post and were engaged, when he immediately encountered the 
enemy in front Thsj were at this time endeavouring to force the re- 
doubt, the ruins and the corps which communicated from thence to the 
sea. To the left of the major's position, the road frcmi Alexandria to 
Aboukir passes through a considerable hollow, which separated the 42d 
from the guards, a space whicli was unoccupied by any troops in the 
first line. On this road the officers of the light company descried and 
gave information of a column of the enemy, directing its march upon 
their flank, and having with them a standard and a field-^ece. The 
major himself soon after ascertained this column to be French, and di- 
rected the officer, commanding the light company, to be ready to form 
front to his flank, in case any attempt should be made to tura it The 
firing at this time was very smart, both in bis front and to the right 

Passing by the rear, he had just reached the right of the wing he com- 
manded, when he heard a discharge of grape, and on returning rapidly 
to the left, saw a French battalion in his rear, with a field-piece and six 
horses, and two loaded camels behind them. Conceiving himself likely 
to be placed between two fires, he did not hesitate to order the wing to 
fiswe to the right about and charge. The order was obeyed with a spi- 
rited promptness, which insured the discomfiture of part of this corps, 
and obtained possession of the gun. The head of the enemy's column, 
followed by Major Stirling, directed its movements on the ruins, and. was 
met by the right wing of the 42d, under Lieutenant Colonel Alexaodec 
Stewart, who here joined in the conflict. 

Tims pressed, a part of the column sought shelter in the ruins, which 
they entered, receiving the fire of some companies of the 58th regiment. 

The 
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The 42d at this time closed in with them, and their standard was taken 
from the bearer by Major Stirling, who consfgned it in charge to a non- 
commissioned officer. T|ie survivors of the enemy immediately sur- 
rendered, abd wer6 inarched prisoners to the bea?chy by Ensign Hillas of 
the 42d regiment. 

Both wings of the 42d, now quitting the ruin*, formM battalion, under 
the Orders of Lieut. Colonel A. Stewart, and proceeded to the ground 
which the left wing had occupied, at the commencement of the action, 
on the left of the asth redoubt. 

Along with the 26th, the regiment was now engaged in opposing the 
repeated attempts of the enemy to force the redoubt ; attempts repeated 
also, in the same manner, by fresh bodies endeavouring to come round 
its left, apparently to break the line of the 42d, and force the redoubt. 

The column in front kept up a heavy fire, advancing at the same time, 
when Sir Ralph Abercrbmby coming up to the 42d regiment, gave orders 
that the enemy should not be allowed to gain the hdght Orders were 
at that moment given by Lieutenant Colonel A. Stewart to charge, 
which was instantly done, and the French infantry were driven down the 
declivity to a considerable distance in front and left of the position of 
the reserve. They retreated through the intervals of their cavalry, 
who were now observed, as the smoke cleared away, close to the left of 
the 42d. 

The exertions of this charge had disordered the line, and Lieutenant 
Colonel A. Stewart, judging tliat the enemy's cavalry were preparing to 
charge in turn, ordered the 42d to form quickly on the grenadiers, and 
prepare to receive them. This moment was selected, by the enemy, for 
a desperate charge. It was doubtless a moment, in which a regiment, 
pressing close on a retreating enemy, cannot be supposed to be correctly 
in line. The charge of the cavalry was made en masse, and in some 
places penetrated the intervals which had been occasioned by the move- 
ments to form on the grenadiers ; an order which, in the continued firing 
of' musquetry, could not be distinctly heard by the whole battalion. 
The right were protected by the fire of the 28th on the redoubt, and 
Brigadier General Stewart, bringing up his brigade, at this critical mo- 
ment, his own regiment gave the enemy a close and well-directed fire, 
which allowed time to the 42d to join their efforts to those of the. rest of 
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the reserve tnd of the foreign brig^e in repeUiog the ctvtlrj. This 
servioe was speedily accompliished with the efiect stated in the dis}>atches 
of the OHamander in Chief. The rest of the action consisted in shaip^ 
shooting and cannonading, as stated in the same dispatches. 

The non-commissioned officer, Serjeant Sinclair, to whom the standajni 
was given in charge, was wounded in the rear of the regiment, and by 
him the atapdard was lost 

The 42d reflect with gt*eat satisfaction on the prompt and effective 
support they received from the 28th regiment, the flank companies of the 
40th regiment, the 58th regiment, and Queen's German Regiment, with 
whcHn diey jnore immediately acted. 

The above narrative was drawn up from information furnished by the 
officers concerned^ and at their desire it has been aubmitted to our in* 
specti<m ; and we declare it conformable to our best observation and re- 
collection of the facts. 

(Signed) A. Stewart, Major and lieut Col. 
42d R. H. Regiment 

. Jax£s STiaLjNG, Major and Lieut CoL 

42d E. H. Regiment 



Docvmi:nts relative to the Capture or the Standard vr 

Anthony Lutz. 

Extract from the Brigade Orders of General Stuarfs Brigade^ a5tk 

March, ISOI. 

IT was with the most heart-felt satisfaction that the Brigadier General 
contemplated in yesterday's general orders the honourable reward offered 
to the brigade in the flattering testimony of the commander in chief 'e 
approbation of their conduct ia the action of tlie 21st. Sincei^ly and 
waraily attached to each corps from long and peculiar circumstances of 
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cdfiAexiM, th« Bi^a^er O^oeral acknowledges his own oWigatiotts to 
their exact obedience and diMipline, and he cannot {rat ^participate with 
tltem in the credit of having retsdcred themselves conaptcuoiA oa % day, 
which^ independently of the giiorioiifl events which have so rtaentiy pKi* 
ceded, must ever add lustre to the character of a British anny.-^Regret 
for the kiss of those brave men who fell, is a trihitbe due to dieir worth, 
and for none can the Brigadier General synipathiae more fiiUy with ihi 
brigade than for that of his kte esteemed and vakable Brigade Major. 

Copy of a Certificat€y given by the A(Jjuta?tt (^eneraFs Directions to 
Anthony Lutz, Private Soldier in the Regiment of Minorca^ or 
Stuart. 

I do hereby certify, that Anthony Lutz, private soldier in the regi- 
ment of Minorca or Stuart, did (on the 2 1st of March, 1801, during the 
action between the English and French armies, commanded by Sir Ralph 
Abercrombie and the French General in Chief Menou, on the above day, 
within three miles of Alexandria) take from tu£ enemy a standard, 
which bore several marks of honourable distinction, such as the passage 
of the Piava and TagliamentOy when under Buonaparte in Italy, and in 
the centre of which is a bugle horn within a wreath of laurel — I do also 
certify, that the said Anthony Lutz brought the standard to the head- 
quarters of his Excellency Sir H/iJph Abercrombie, where he delivered it 
into my hands, when he, at the same time, received from me, by order, a 
gratuity of 20 dollars, for so signal an instance of good conduct. And 
I do farther certify, that I forwarded the standard, thus taken by the; 
above Anthony Lutz, to Sir Kalph Abercrombie, then ill of his wounds in 
his Majesty's ship Foudroyant, that his Excellency received it accord- 
ingly, and that it is now in our possession. — Given under my hand at the 
Adjutant General's quarters, in the camp before Alexandria, this 3d day 
of April 1801. 

(Signed) Jno. M'Donalp, 

Assist. Adjut. General. 
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Copy of a Regimental Order^ in the Regiment of Mmorcdj or Stuari, 
rum called the Queen's German Regiment ^ 4th April, 1801* 
Private Anthony Lutz, who took the standard from the enemt, on 
the 21st last month, is directed to wear the representation of a standard 
(according to the model prescribed by the Brigadier General) as a mark 
of his good behaviour, on his right* arm ; and the Brigadier General no- 
tifies that, as soon as the regiment is in an established quarter, he will 
institute a valuable badge, in a certain proportion per company, to be 
worn by such men as shall have been proved, upon sufficient testimony, 
to have distinguished themselves, by acts of valour, or by personal in- 
stances of meritorious service; and officers are, on this account, to make 
note of the conduct of individuals. 

Copt of Proceedings of a Regimental Committee of Inquiry, held in 
the Queen's German Regiment, at Gosport, on the QSth August, \B02, 
to examine into the Circumstances which attended the Capture <f the 
Colour, taken in the Action between the English and French Armies, 
near Alevandria, on the2lst of March, 160K 

D^sitkm of Corporal John Schmid. 

Corporal John Schmid declares, that the regiment had already taken 
post in front of the enemy, and had suffered considerably from loss of 
numbers, when he found himself near Anthony Lutz, who, with private 
Wohlwend, himself, and several other .men, advanced still nearer the 
enemy, now greatly dispersed by the heavy fire from the redoubt ; that 
Lutz, notwithstanding the danger of the enterprize, rushed forward, dis- 
charging his musket, and presently afterward returned,' bearing upon 
his shoulder an infantry standard. A body of cavalry appearing at this 
moment, Luts, in order to secure his prize, threw himself into a hole (or 
rather hollow place,) and lay upon it Several minutes elapsed before he 
saw Lutz again, when he found him still in possession of the colour, and 
also of a dismounted dragoon, whom he had made prisoner. He further 
5ays, tliat the smoke and confusion of the moment were too great to ad- 

* The badge wat^ by a mibsequent ordcr^ removed fxam the ana to tbe left breast. 
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mit of his distingubhing whether the colour was in the hands of the in- 
fantry or the cavalry ; but he positively asserts, that no other than An- 
thony Lutz captured the standard. 

Deposition of Private JVohlwend. 

Private Wohlwend corroborates, in every point, the deposition of 
Corporal Schmid; and he further declares, that he saw Anthony Lutz, 
as he was retiring to the ranks of the regiment, closely pursued by two 
of the enemy's cavalry, one of whose horses he shot and made the rider 
prisoner: the other horseman escaped. 

Separate Examination of Corporal Schmid. 

Question. — Did you observe a serjeant, or any other person, of the 42d 
regiment, lying wounded near the spot where the colour was taken? — 
Answer. — None. I saw no red coat whatever (except Lutz, Wohlwend, 
myself, and a few others of our regiment) so far in front. 

Question.^^Did you see the colour in possession of the enemy? — 
Answer. — Yes; I saw it, though indistinctly, through the smoke, waver- 
ing over their heads. 

Question. — What might have been the space of time, from the moment 
when you saw the standard in the hands of the enemy, to that when it 
became the property of Lutz? — Answer. — Some few ihinutes, probably 
seven ; but I cannot now be correct to a minute. 

Question. — What might have been the interim, between the instant 
when Lutz pushed on forward from the place where you were, and that 
when you saw him with the colour? — Answer. — About one or two 
minutes. 

Question. — What distance do you suppose you might have been from 
the colour ?—^««rer. — About forty or fifty paces. 

Question. — Do you conceive that there was time sufficient, from the 
moment Lutz left ypu, to that when he again appeared, to admit of its 
being taken by any other person previous to the taking of it by Lutz ? 
Answer. — No ; it was too momentary. 

The same question being pot to private Wohlwend, he answered nearly 
to the same effect, except as to the following point, where his testimony 
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18 rather more positive than that of Corporal Schmid. — Questmi. — Did 
you see the colour in possession of the enemy ? — --^^iwatrm-^Yes ; very 
distinctly. 



Sir, Camp, fiear Alexandria^ April 3i, 1800. 

I HAVE the honour to inform you, that I crossed Lake Maadie at 
the Block-house at five this morning; I continued along the road lead- 
ing to the Caravansera about a mile, and tlien kept to the right, ?^^ the 
principal object of the patrole was to ascertain whether the t^o J^es 
jpined,..aud if not, whether the country was passable. I rode as far^ 
JL^ke £dko, and found the distance to be about a mile from Lake Maadie, 
till we had marched about seven miles, and then Lake jj^dkp gradually 
disappeared. The ground that we went over was hard, but had evi- 
dently been under water : we had not proceeded far before we perceived 
tracks of gun carriages, and, as we afterwards learnt, a considerable 
body of the enemy had been stationed near the Block-house, on the 8th, 
, to intercept our landipg, and had afterwards retreated thajt ro^d to Rha- 
manieK At eleven we arrived at the village of Akrish (distant from the 
Block-house fifteen miles) ; a little com was growing near the village, 
and a well, the first we had met with since the morning. The inhabi- 
tants informed us that a French patrole had been there la^t night, and 
had murdered seven Arabs, men and women, within a mile of the vjUage, 
who were bringing provisions to the camp. We passed through two vil- 
k(ges before we came to Beda. At Beda there is a very good well near 
the canal. We arrived at camp at three this afternoon; I judge the 
distance to be twenty-five ipiles from the BIpck-house to camp. 
I have the honour to be, &c. &c. 

Ar. Money, Capt. llth Lt. pi4»goon3. 
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Letter •arrittm by Bj:t Osman Tam^ourgi, the J^cw. Chief of* the 
Mamelukes J translated by Mr. Hamer. 

MY honourable and dear friend Commodore Smith, Morad Bey our 
father set out three days j^itfiJLh&yifi^writt;^ to you his friendly letter, 
with the hearty wish to join you; on the road he felt himself sick, and 
died in the moment he was about to write you another letter. 

Xh^ ^eySy Cashofs, and Mamelukes,, assembled in the camp, have 
elected me as their chief in the place of Morad Bey^ our most lamented 
father. They are all kt my orders, and myself think to stop here for 
some days in order to collect more Mamelukes dispersed in the villages 
and in the country. 

We know very well that Morad Bey was very much afraid of the 
Sublime Porte, and that he put himself under your protection,— Wc 
^re no less afraid, and you know that there is no power in the world in 
which we can put more perfect confidence than in the Court of Great 
Britain. 

We are all one brethren, trust first in God the Almighty, and then in 
you, we put ourselves altogether under your protection, we wish to fetay 
with our children and our families at Cairo, under the orders of the 
Sublime Porte, and under the guarantee of the EDglish. — ^We are ready 
to obey and fulfil all the orders of the Sublime Porte, and to do any 
kind of service to you. 

We respect the glory and dignity of the English, we prefer their 
friendship far above that of the seven kingdoms of Europe. 

We send this letter by Abdallah Morubi, and beg you very much to 
relieve as sooii as possible our grief by a friendly letter. We will move 
from this place where we are, the tenth of Zilhiggi, in arder to join 
you. 

We pray reinember us. 

OsMAN Bet. 

7 Zilhiggi. 
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• I 

General' Bzllia ed> Official Statement of the Fall of Cairo. 

Cairo, the 30th o/June^ 1801. 

AFTER the General in Chief Menou and the anny liad departed for; 
AbQukir, I remained on the I2th of March in the centre of thw country^ 
with a body of 299S men to defend Egypt, the city of Cairo/ aiui H» 
district, against the Grand Vizir's army, which was af^Mroachtng through 
the Deserts of Syria, and the English troops, which arrivied at Cossiif and 
Suez from India. It was known, besides, that many of ths enemy V 
ships were in the Red Sea, off Gedda. A part of the troops mider my 
conunand garrisoned the castle, the towers of the walls of Cairo, die 
places of Gizah, old Cairo^ and Bulac; there remained with me a reserve 
of 489 men, who had to do duty in the place, collect com and provi-^ 
sion, protect the several convoys of the army, oppose the Vizir's tmopt 
and manoeuvre before them when they should appear, in order to give 
time to the Commander in Chief to put the English to the route, aad 
come with all his forces agsunst the Turks. On the 19th I wrote to Ge- 
neral Donzelot, who had been left at Siut, to evacuate Upper Egypt, and 
come to Cairo with his troops by forced marches. I also desired Murad 
Bey (who faithfully observed the treaties) to occupy Siut and Minieh, 
prevent the tranquillity of the country from being disturbed, and send 
us corn. I likewise directed the commander of Minieh and Benezoef to 
collect vessels and send us as much corn as possible to Cairo, as our gra- 
naries were almost empty. On the 29th I heard of the unfortunate 
battle of the 21st, and from that day no hopes remained of compelling 
the English army to re-embark. There was still a resource left, that of 
detaining them in the sands of Aboukir, preventing the Vizir's invasion, 
and the reunion of the two hostile armies. The Commander in Chief 
retreated to Alexandria with his own force, and ordered an entrenched 
camp to be formed, and the place to be put into a state of defence. In 
compliance with his orders Salahieh and Belbeis were quitted by all 
those who could be of no use for their defence, and both places being 
well supplied with stores, I directed a part of them to be brought to 
Cairo. On the 4th of April, in conformity to orders received from the 
Commander in Chief, I gave directions to the commanders of Salahieh 

and 



Digitized by- 



Google 



( 381 ) 

and Belbeis to evacuate those places, collecting all the ammunition and 
provision within tlieh* reach, previously blowing, up the castles, and leav- 
ing tliem in such a state that the enemy could malf e no use of them, as 
soon as they should hear that considerable forces were proceeding fiom 
Syria into Egypt The Turkish army were already known to be on their 
march* . .}Chi the fith T wns joined by a reinforcerhent of 970 men, brought 
byrGccacrai JJdtizetotfrofl* Upper Egypt. The plague was making a 
dreadful havock among the inhabitants and garrison of Cairo. On the 
l)th I heard of the capture of Rosetta, and the arrival of the Ottoman 
army at-Salahieh; the gan-ison of the latter place, and those of Belbeis 
and Biiket^-elzadge, repaired to Cairo, where they arrived on the 14th. 
I gave orders also to the garrison of Sue^ to come to Cairo, effecting 
their retreat through the valley of Extravio. I was also informed, that 
Damietta had been evacuated, and that there remained 200 men to gar- 
rison Lesb6 and the castles on the coast. . In this manner, seeing the 
Cbarkie invaded, one of the aims of the Nile open to the enemy, and 
anotfaer^ on the eve of being so; the loyalty of the Mamelukes, who 
could be depended upon from Morad Bey's character, now became doubt- 
ful, from his death and our defeats; I took the only course left me in 
such extremity, that of fortifying the precincts of Cairo, to put myself 
into so respectable a state as might deter the enemy from advancing 
against us, till they had collected veiy powerful forces. The Vizir, who 
retarded his inarch, had stopped at Salahieh and Belbeis, there to form 
magarines, set his. army in order, and encrease it with Arabs, Mamelukes, 
and natives of the country. At that time I heard that the General of Divi- 
sion Lagrange covered Ramanieh with a body of 39OO men, who joined 
together on the l6th, which encreased my mtens of exertion and hopes. 
It might, perhaps, have been advantq^geous to unite our two bodies, and 
attack the Vizir, when he was just emerging from the Desert; and before 
he could have set his troops in order, to gain influence in the country, 
and raise it against him; but General Lagrange was ordered to cover 
'Rhamanieh, and never thought of abandoning it, till compelled to dp 
so by the English army and Captain Pacha's troops, in an obstinate 
action which lasted the whole of the 9th of May, and on the 13th he ar- 
rived at Cairo with his corps. I; was also infonned, that the dyke of 
lake Maadie had been broken, and that the water introduced into the 
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lake Mareotis rendered the commutMcation between Alexandria atid lUia*' 
manieh very difficult. At last t was made acquainted with therEtrgfish 
having arrived at Suez. Scarcely had I been joined by iSrtneilgil 
Lagrange's troops, when J thought it necessary, before the English aimy 
drew near Cairo, that I should proceed to Belbeis, in ord^rto retoiitioJtTe 
the enemy, dive into their projects, attack them, and see whether titere 
was any possibility to drive them back to Salahieh. In eflfecti ite the 
1 4th I selected the small body which was to be entru^tbd With -die 
defence of Cairo, under General Almeras's orders; and ofa the iSth I 
marched out with the rest of the troops, commanded by the Oenerab of 
Division Lagrange and Robin. We spetlt! the night of tteit day iii 
£lmeoeyer, having driven away a few detachments of the enemy we met 
with. On the l6th, at day-break, I was preparing to proceed to Belbets, 
when our enemies presented themselves, advancing towards ns witfaur* 
tillery. I marched against them, occupying the heights of the Desert 
to the east of Elmeneyer. I send you a separate accomnt of this engage- 
ment, which ksted till noon. On seeing that the enemy retreated to 
another i^uarter, and abandoned their )>osts, when I went to attad^ 
them ; that they were obstinately bent upon not evacuating Egypt ; and 
that by attacking them in this manner, I spent my ammunition, and 
lost my people, without the least utility : dreading, on the other hand, 
lest a pretty considerable number of horse, which had disapf>eared tint 
morning after a very warm attack, should have gone to Cairo ; conskier* 
ing, besides, that the English and Captain Paclia's troops might have 
followjed General Lagrange, and actually be 'within one or two days 
march of Cairo ; I resolved to trace my way back, in lorder to defiend 
the Nile,, raise batteries, foitify Gizah, and protect, as mnch as possi- 
ble, the whole of our Hnmense line. On my return to Cairo, General 
Almeras acquainted me, that he had sent severale^presses to aniiounce 
the arrival of the English and Captam Pacha at Terfan6.' Siihrounded 
by these numerous armies, which were daily reinforced by liatives of 
the countiy^ Arabs and Mamelukes (for all those of Upper Egyj^'enfoted 
themselves under the Captain Pacha's banners)^ and a!bo by inhabitants 
of Asia, allm^ by hopes of plunder, I had to defend thcj cilty-of CdiiO^ 
the inhabitants of which, if they should side with th^ enemy againfet ns, 
<^cM\d have supplied 39 or aO,000 men. The line nf cisinimTaHation of 
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OUT camps occupied an extent of 12600 toises. I had no cash. ^ The 
mooies gathered since the departure of the aiir^y are due to the general 
and private officers, and the. people employed in the army, who, being 
ms^ae$ted.soto do, lent their money to defray the expences of the troops. 
Wc likewise dexived . supply from ordinary and extraordinary contribu- 
tioAs^^aiid.frQm the mint We had but a scanty supply of provision, and 
afmaunitioiiL.fi^ the artillery was very scarce; stores, gunpowder, and 
guxKarri^es must have been collected, entrenchments raised, &c 
•Alexaxidmwas like an island of very difficult access, and with it I bad not 
liad any kind of intercourse fpr tw«nty-two days. Irevolved in my mind 
xrhetber we could reti-^t to. Upper %ypt;. but that country, attentively 
examined^ ojSfemi no military post I had but few means of transport, 
and it was not to be hoped, that the enemy would allow me time to pre* 
pare my retreat. In uo city were to be found conveniencies to erect an 
arsenal, or ;stoiies &v tlie ii^orks I had to undertake ; and, on the other 
hand, .a dre^dftd plague, was raging in that country. We. might have re- 
treated to Damietta, but, from the accounts I had received, that city 
a^ the place of Lesb6 were in the hands of the Ottoman army, and I 
jhad not a sufficiency of ammunition to gain two battles. Both gene- 
rals, officers, and soldiers employed then^elves in digging ditches, and 
entrenchments were raised and gups mounted. Our position looked re- 
spectable on all sides, and we were supposed to be so strong, that the ene- 
my fancied they must, before they could get into Cairo, open tiieir way 
through its ruius £^d heaps of slain :. the ifihabitaiits of Cairo persuaded 
4bemselves> that the least rebellious motion against us would prove the 
signal of deathjfor tlieir chiefs, who were in custody, and of destruction 
to their city. It was known, that we were all determined to perish, or 
dictate the terms of our retreat ; and therefore all the motions of the 
encaay were very slow, they proceeded with the greatest caution, and 
they WQuld not approach us till after uniting very powerful means. This 
serv;ed ^o ^ive us time, and enable us to receive the instructions of the 
Camimi^dG^ in. CJhicf, from whom I had not he^rd for forty-five days. On 
the l^th of J Hpf a detachment of dromedaries arrived, and I got a letter, 
but ^thpttt ij^sti;iu:tiQAS concerning the line of conduct I was to pursue 
iatbesiie>c^itical cirf umsitances, I sent the detachment back, to inform 
the General in Chief of our situation,/vith which he /seemed to be unac^ 
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quainted. On the 20tli we saw ourselves completely surrounded by the 
combined armies, and all communication from without cut off. Oh the 
following days the enemy drove in some of our advanced posts, and be- 
gan to raise batteries. They had formed a bridge of boats in the villages 
of Chaubrat, and a body of troops was coming down from Upper Egypt. 
On the 22d a suspension of arms was agreed upon. On the 23d a con- 
ference took place between three Fxench officers, and an equal number of 
those of the combined armies. On the 24th we proposed the terms of 
our retreat On the 27th they were accepted, and ratified on the 28th. 
O ur lines of circumvallation could not be defended against an assault, 
on account of their immense extent, and the weakness of several points. 
We had scarcely 150 rounds for each gun ; the inhabitants of Cairo in 
our rear, who, no longer getting provision from the country, would cer- 
tainly, in case of attack, have concerted their measures with the besiegers, 
Our lines being carried, the troops could not have retreated to the castle 
without much difficulty ; every thing must have been left l>ehind. Our 
resistance, the quantity of our provision considered, might have lasted 
between twenty and twenty-five days ; but then there remained no 4||||^ 
of being admitted to negotiate, we must forcibly surrender at discretion, 
and comply with the enemy's orders. What capitulation could we have 
expected from two Turkish armies, masters of Egypt and Cairo ? Would 
the English have been able to keep them within bounds ? However, we 
should have taken this course, if any means of communication with 
France, or any hopes of assistance had been left us. You must have been 
acquainted, for eight months past, with General Abercromby's expe- 
dition ; you have done whatever lay in your power for the brave soldiers 
of Egypt, whom you regard as your children. You sent Gantheaume 
with 5000 men ; if he could have arrived in time, our situation would 
have been quite different He could not join us, and all your exertions 
have been of no avail. For these four months we have defended every 
inch of ground. Our situation is not unknown to you, and you have 
undoubtedly done every thing to better it, but nothing arrived. What 
could we expect ? I shall bestow no encomiums cither on the generals, 
chiefs, officers, or soldiers. These warriors, covered with wounds, put 
to the rout, under your orders, five Austrian armies in Italy, and con- 
quered Egypt. They have been struggling these three years with the 
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want of all necessaries, with the plague, and the united exertions of 
Europe and Asia. You know every one of them; they have constantly 
shewed themselves worthy of their former commander; You ^ill find 
annexed the plan of the military district of Cairo. Look at it, and let 
your attention be directed tp die situation of the troops, and the stock 
of our ammunition and cash. Read also the statements of the Chief 
Engineer and Commandant of Artillery. 

(Signed) Beltard. 
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Greek Inscription discovered on Pompey'^ Pillar. 

TO . . . /• nTAT9N AYTOKPATOPA 

TON nOAIOTXON AABSANAPBIAC 

AIOK . H . lANON TON TON 

no EnAPxoc AirrnTOT 



•The Characters which could not be traced^ hm>e been supplied by the Rw^ 

Mr. Hayter. 

TON TIMinTATON ATTOKPATOPA 
TON nOAIOYXON AAEHANAPEIAC 
AIOKAHTIANON TON CEBACTON 

noNTioc EnAPXoc AirrnTot 

" nPOCKTNEl" 



TRANSLATION. 

TO DIOCLETIANUS AUGUSTUS 

MOST ADORABLE EMPEROR, 

THE TUTELAR DEITT OF ALEXANDRIA, 

PONTIUS, PREFECT OF EGYPT, 

CONSECRATES THIS. 
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Inscription mgrmed on the Pedestal of one of Cleopatra's Needles, dy 
Order of Major General the Earl of Cavan. 

IN THE YEAK OF THE CHRISTIAN iERA, 

1798, 

THE n'EVVhhlCpr FRANCE 

LANDED ON THE SHORES OF EGYPT AN ARMY OF 40,000 MEN, 

COMMANDED BY THEIR MOST ABLE AND SUCCESSFUL GENERAL 

BUONAPARTE. 

THE CONDUCT OF THE GENERAL, AND THE VALOUR OF THE TROOPS, 

EFFECTED THE ENTIRE SUBJECTION OF THAT COUNTRY; 

BUT UNDER DIVINE PROVIDENCE IT WAS RESERVED FOR THE 

BRITISH NATION 

TO ANNIHILATE THEIR AMBITIOUS DESIGNS: 

THEIR FLEET WAS ATTACKED, DEFEATED, AND DESTROYED^ 

IK ABOUKIR BAY, 

BY A BRITISH FLEET OF EQUAL FORCE, 

COMMANDED BY ADMIRAL LORD NELSON; 

THEIR INTENDED CONQUEST OF SYRIA 

WAS COUNTERACTED AT ACRE 

BY A MOST GALLANT RESISTANCE 

UNDER COMMODORE SIR SYDNEY SMITH; 

AND EGYPT WAS RESCUED FROM THEIR DOMINION 

BY A BRITISH ARMY, INFERIOR IN NUMBERS, BUT 

COMMANDED BY GENERAL SIR RALPH ABERCROMBY, 

WHO LANDED AT ABOUKIR ON THE 8TH OF MARCH 1601, 

DEFEATED THE FRENCH ON SEVERAL OCCASIONS, 

IPARTICULARLY IN A MOST DECISIVE ACTION NEAR ALEXANDRIA;^ 

ON THE 21st of THAT MONTH, 

WHEN THEY WERE DRIVEN FROM THE FIELD, 

AND FORCED TO SHELTER THEMSELVES 

IN THEIR GARRISONS OF CAIRO AND ALEXANDRIA, 

WHICH PLACES SUBSEQUENTLY SURRENDERED 

BY CAPITULATION. 

TO RECORD TO FUTURE AGES THESE EVENTS; 

AND TO COMMEMORATE THE LOSS SUSTAINED 

BY THE DEATH OF 

SIR RALPH ABERCROMBY, 

WHO WAS MORTALLY WOUNDED 

ON THAT MEMORABLE DAY, 

IS THE DESIGN OF THIS INSCRIPTION, 

WHICH WAS DEPOSITED HEBE IN THE YEAR OF CHRIST 1802, 

MY THE BRITISH ARMY ON THEIR EVACUATING THIS COUNTRY, 

AND RESTORING IT TO THE TURKISH EMPIRE. 
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